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 The TCTELA board members work diligently to serve the membership in 
a multitude of ways with no expectations of recognition along the way. But 
recognition is always nice. On the final day of the NCTE 102nd Annual 
Convention, the Standing Committee on Affiliates (SCOA) presented TCTELA 
with not one, not two, but three of the eight affiliate awards. 
 English in Texas received the Affiliate Journal Award, a top award for 
excellence. Kim Pinkerton, one of the three current co-editors from the 
University of Houston-Downtown, accepted on behalf of TCTELA. The 
journal is judged for its evidence of research and scholarly exploration, 
variety of content, effective writing, professional graphics, and appeal to 
different teaching assignments. 
 Likewise, Texas Voices, TCTELA’s quarterly newsletter, received the 
Affiliate Newsletter Award, and co-editors Emily Faulk from Pasadena 
ISD and Jennifer Engle from Schleicher County ISD accepted the 
award. A SCOA member judges the newsletter for its consistency and 
timeliness, pertinent content, effective writing, purposeful portrayal of 
the organization’s goals, ease of reading, and professional graphics.
 The final award, the NCTE Affiliate Excellence Award, establishes high 
standards of performance for affiliate programming. President Katrina 
Gonzales proudly accepted this award for TCTELA, one of three state 
affiliates to be recognized for this honor. TCTELA is honored to have 
been chosen for these esteemed awards for its journal, newsletter, and 
affiliate organizations.  Jennifer.Engle@scisd.net

TCTELA shines at the NCTE Affiliate Breakfast
By Jennifer Engle, Co-Editor Texas Voices
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Readying ourselves to walk 
in others’ shoes 
By Katrina Gonzales, President

With this semester drawing to a close, most of us can be assured of a moment or two to 
breathe and reflect upon the first half of our school year. What worked well during these past 
few months? What would we like to try again with a bit of tweaking? How can we sharpen our 
practices in our classrooms to have the greatest impact on our students?

Fortunately, the TCTELA Conference beckons us soon. Consider your responses to those 
three questions. Then, come prepared to share your successes, to discover ways to rejuvenate 
your pedagogy of English language arts, and to engage in conversations that beckon us to 
actively search and inquire down paths previously uncharted.

Recently, while attending the National Council of Teachers English Convention in 
Las Vegas, NV, I heard several speakers and authors who will soon share their ideas and 
strategies with us at the TCTELA Conference in Dallas, TX on January 18-20, 2013. 
Imagine what this says about your state English language arts organization. I am proud 
to be on the board of an organization that believes in bringing nationally-known and 
respected individuals for professional development at a state conference. 

To wet your appetite and tease you with a bit of what’s to come, I’ve gathered some 
information about our upcoming conference for you:

Melanie Mayer’s concurrent sessions have been so well-received at the last few 
TCTELA conferences. Many of you have specifically stated that you would love to have 
an opportunity to hear more from her. She will be sharing her energy and passion with 
us for a longer workshop session this year. 

continued page 3
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With many of us puzzling over the best methods to teach 
vocabulary, we will have an opportunity to hear from fellow 
educator, Sarah Ressler-Wright, AKAVocab Gal. After hearing  
her speak for about twenty minutes at NCTE in November,  
I know that her workshop session will be a success at TCTELA. 

Once again we are fortunate to have both Victoria Young and 
Karen Miller joining us from the Texas Education Agency. As we 
wade through the STAAR testing requirements, no one is more 
qualified to guide us than Young and Miller.

When I traveled to my first TCTELA conference, I sat in awe of 
Georgia Heard. From that day forward, her ideas and strategies 
have become standard in my classroom. Her books sit within 
arm’s reach of my desk in my classroom, pages dog-eared and 
used often.

William Kist’s workshop session on Digital Learning and 
Writing will help us reach our students right where they are in a 
world of growing literacies. In keeping with the theme 2 Walk in 
My Shoes, Kist will help us understand how to slip these digital 
literacies into our ELA classrooms and affect learning while 
doing so.

Jeff Anderson continuously flips the grammar equation 
backwards, forwards, and all around as he helps us to reexamine 
our practices as they apply to the teaching of grammar. This 
often tricky, slippery slope on which we try to find our footing 
always feels more comfortable after hearing Anderson.

Neal Shusterman will delight us all with his constant inquiry 
which drives his novels. I have students who state he is their all-

time favorite author, and I believe much of their pleasure comes 
from Shusterman’s ability to pose questions that pre-teens and 
teens have about the world and completely turn those inquiries 
into amazing, delightful, and, often, wicked stories.

Chris Crutcher’s novels crack the hardest of teenagers and 
give them hope when they are in dire straits. He has spent his  
life working with some incredibly tough individuals, and his 
novels reflect the empathy he has for the angriest and most 
volatile teens. 

Novels written by Matt de la Pena never rest long on my 
classroom library's shelves. Like Crutcher, de la Pena's novels 
center on the disenfranchised and broken, yet the strength of 
his characters’ spirits always shine through. Also like Crutcher, 
de la Pena's novels appeal to students who come to school for 
sports. We all have those students and what better way to engage 
students in an ELA classroom than hooking them with the one 
thing they enjoy?

Finally, we will come to a full circle on Sunday morning 
learning and laughing with Cris Tovani. Tovani recognizes that 
not every student comes into our classrooms ready to read and 
write. The tools we will gather from her session will be ready to 
roll out in our classrooms that very next Monday.

I look foward to seeing each and every one of you at the Dallas 
Sheraton on January 18-20, 2013! 
katrina.gonzales@scisd.net

Ready to walk in others' shoes 
continued from page 2

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Publication: English in Texas, Volume 43.1 (Spring/Summer 2013)

Theme: 2 Walk in My Shoes

Deadline: April 1, 2013

Call for Submissions: The 2013 TCTELA conference theme is 2 Walk in My Shoes. We encourage you to think about where 
you have walked in your many roles in the field of education. How has your walk molded who you are as a teacher? Has your walk 
with students and other professionals helped you to be a more compassionate teacher, to better understand the various needs of 
students, and to more expertly develop individualized, unique teaching methods? Has the empathetic role of literacy helped you 
to better understand the shoes that your students walk in? How do you, as a teacher, consider the ways that schools and the larger 
culture position students as they practice in and out-of-school literacies? Share with us your research, your classroom practices, 
or your reflection about the paths that teachers and students must walk. Help our readers to know what it has been like to walk in 
your shoes and the shoes of your students.

Call for Student Submissions: We invite students to submit writing that exemplifies what it is like to walk the path of a student. 
What was the journey like? What were the results of that journey? Are there others who have helped you in your walk on that path?  
Or discuss the walk that you plan to take in the future. How will you begin that walk?

Submission guidelines available on http://www.tctela.org/journal/
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This is a double win situation as often the 
host teachers have gaps in their learning 
regarding best practice. The team and host 
teacher loop with their students to the next 
grade level. The consistency and collaboration 
create growth opportunities not previously 
available in short-term student teaching 
models. The teaching candidates became a 
meaningful part of the campus community 
and developed one of the most important 
traits for effective teaching—confidence.

Key points made during the session were 
the importance of early career teachers being 
part of the professional English Language Arts 
community by joining literacy organizations 
such as TCTELA, attending conferences, 
and subscribing to professional journals. 
Simply joining, however, is not enough; the 
organizations then have to reach out, guide, 
and communicate with one of our greatest 
assets—new teachers. Many affiliates across 
the country are adding conference strands 
specifically for pre-service and new teachers. 
Thomas McCann, one of the panelists and 
co-author of Supporting Beginning English 
Teachers, reminds us that the waters in 
education will never be smooth, so our goal is 
not to guide new teachers in that direction. All 
new teachers, however, deserve opportunities 
to have successful early years in their teaching 
career. By abandoning the normal path of 
support that has not traditionally worked, 
we can build communities of collaboration 
that navigate new teachers in our districts, 
campuses, and organizations to smoother, 
more reflective waters. 
alana.morris@springbranchisd.com

time to meet with the teacher and address 
concerns. Chambers explained that the 
more successful model places a team of three 
student teachers into the same department. 
These teachers are then assigned a class 
where they co-teach a unit. All of the pre-
service teachers are trained on how to 
observe and collect data. At the end of the 
day, the team debriefs with an experienced 
teacher from the school regarding the lesson 
and data collected. The teacher teams grew 
and benefitted in numerous ways through 
this experience:

Received training in using data for •	
teacher effectiveness
Experienced multiple sources of •	
support
Experienced judgment-free support •	
that is based on collaboration 
Attended professional conferences •	
and received training on how to “do” 
a conference which was required as a 
part of the program

Molly Berger, Instructional Improvement 
Coordinator in Washington, shared another 
successful model being used at Heritage 
University. The model is a residency 
program rather than traditional student 
teaching. Teaching candidates are placed 
into teams of three or four with a host 
teacher for two years. The key to the success 
of this model is the partnership that is built 
between the university and the host campus 
and district. Training is provided for the 
university students and the host teachers. 

Statistics are clear. Teachers new to the 
profession leave after an average of a few 
short years. Various programs have been 
implemented to try to retain teachers who 
worked hard to get their certification and 
teach students. Many of us remember being 
assigned a campus or district-level mentor 
in our first year(s) of teaching. The role 
of these mentors varied, and the success 
rate fluctuated greatly. Dianne Chambers, 
Professor of English and Coordinator of 
English Education at Elmhurst College in 
Illinois, shared the story of her sister who 
left the profession because of her mentor 
in December of her first year. If mentoring 
programs alone do not work to guide 
teachers entering the profession, are there 
other answers? University and college 
education programs believe the answer is to 
provide meaningful support before teachers 
ever sign their first contract with school 
districts and to assist them in becoming 
reflective practitioners.

During the NCTE annual conference in 
Las Vegas, a panel of early career teachers 
and experienced educators presented 
successful ways to support teachers entering 
the profession in their session, Navigating to 
Smoother Waters: Mentoring New Teachers 
into the Profession. Dianne Chambers 
presented the successful preservice model 
currently being used at Elmhurst College. 
One of problems with first-year teachers 
is the feeling of isolation, even with a 
mentor teacher. Often the mentor teaches 
in a different discipline or may have limited  

Smooth waters run deep: 
Guiding new teachers toward reflection and success
By Alana Morris,Executive Secretary

NCTE has set up a cohort of policy advocates who commit to 
contact federal legislators three times each year about issues important 
to our membership. Members who become advocates are matched with 
legislators who are on the education committees. What are some of the 
issues currently under consideration that advocates will share ideas 
about? In K-12 education, legislators are considering the reauthorization 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Race to the 
Top funds, fiscal issues related to Title I and IDEA, Common Core State 
Standards, and funding for technology. In the area of Higher Education, 

some of the issues are the end of bank-based student lending, income-
based repayment of student loans, regulating for-profit colleges, college 
costs and college outcomes such as graduation rates and accountability 
about quality.

If you are interested in learning more about how to get involved in 
this work with the NCTE, contact Barbara Cambridge, Director of 
NCTE’s Washington, D.C. office or check out http://www.ncte.org/
action/nctetakespositions.   vfstaylor@sbcglobal.net

NCTE policy advocates
By Valerie Taylor, NCTE Liason/SLATE Representative

http://www.ncte.org/action/nctetakespositions
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Connecting NCTE and English in Texas for middle and 
secondary teachers (or, frankly, any other teacher) 
By Kim Pinkerton, Co-Editor, English in Texas 

On November 17, 2012 at the NCTE Annual Convention, I 
attended a session entitled “Connecting Fiction and Nonfiction 
Texts to Ignite Student Interest in the Secondary English 
Classroom.” This was especially important as an editor of English 
in Texas because the Fall/Winter 2012 issue is dedicated to 
Informational Texts of the 21st Century. At the NCTE Annual 
Convention, I added to my repertoire of understanding about this 
issue. Four themes emerged from the NCTE session:

Theme 1: Informational texts can be read closely and critically, 
offering a method to expand the teaching of these components 
of the essential knowledge and skills. Presenters offered ideas for 
attacking informational texts from a critical perspective, rather 
than utilizing a reader response theory approach. Students need 
to be explicitly taught to analyze what the author says, how it is 
said, and what the message means. This can be accomplished 
through multiple texts on a similar topic, which is easier to do 
with informational texts because of the large variety available on 
any given issue. Ideas for implementation of this involve pairing 
informational pieces with a fictional text. For example, a fictional 
text author’s speech can be read and critically evaluated for intent 
and purpose. The fictional text author’s biographical information 
can be analyzed for life experiences that are exemplified in his 
or her book’s characters. Finally, articles, photographs, opinion 
pieces, etc. from a news source can be read and evaluated in 
relation to the topic or theme of the fictional piece. The New York 
Times (nytimesinschool.com) offers a great resource for getting 
these informational texts in classrooms. 

Theme 2: Informational texts can scaffold and extend the 
reading of both classic and contemporary texts, especially when 
teachers take an interdisciplinary approach and collaborate with 
content area teachers. A history and English teacher combined 
their classes (60 high school kids in one class) in order to 
authentically integrate informational historical pieces with 
fictional text selections. Using an inquiry-based approach, the 
teachers posed a guiding question, engaged in research about the 
realities and histories of that question, and then applied their new 
understandings to a fictional text. For example, teachers engaged 
students in discussion and research about the following guiding 
question: “Is man inherently good or evil?” They then asked the 
students to read poetic selections about enemies, a nonfiction 
piece by Jean Jacques Rousseau called “The Social Contract,” and 
an article by Saurabh Jha called “Is Man Inherently Good or Evil?” 
Finally, students read the text Lord of the Flies and applied all 
that they had learned about the nature of man during their close 
reading of this fictional text. 

Theme 3: Informational texts can be in graphic novel form, 
exposing students to a unique mode of delivery of information. 

One presenter took the attendees on an unexpected journey 
through informational graphic novels. Spiegleman’s Maus, 
Jacobson and Colon’s The 9/11 Report, Lyons’ After 9/11, Pekar, 
Buhle, and Piskor’s The Beats, and Tran’s Vietnamerica were 
all shared. Through these works, students had the opportunity 
to graphically explore issues related to Hitler, the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks on America, poets, and cultural exploration. Graphic 
novels such as these provide students with a unique approach to 
informational text analysis. 

Theme 4: Informational texts can require students to expand 
upon known strategies for reading, giving students new ways to 
comprehend texts. Ideas for comprehending informational texts 
were given. The presenters wanted attendees to think about how 
to explicitly teach students comprehension strategies such as 
narrow in on possible answers, discard irrelevant information, 
consider how the writer thinks, and develop questions in relation 
to informational texts. The presenters also discussed the idea that 
students may need much more scaffolding for informational texts 
because of the lack of background knowledge about the issues 
being investigated. 

When I get my copy of this upcoming issue of English in Texas, 
I can now apply my new understandings from the conference to 
articles like Melanie Mayer’s journey to becoming comfortable 
with merging new informational texts like critical literacy pieces, 
articles on modern social issues, and even blogs on Tumblr; like 
Burnett and Dalton’s cutting edge use of hip-hop as a bridge for 
reading informational texts related to social justice issues; and 
like Cox and Thomson’s methods for teaching students close 
readings of nonfiction texts. This presentation at NCTE and the 
articles such as these in the upcoming issue of English in Texas 
have driven me to want to know more so that I can begin to better 
prepare teacher educators about best practices for 21st century 
literacies. It is my hope that you too will use both the ideas from 
the conference and the articles from English in Texas to facilitate 
your teaching of informational texts. pinkertonk@uhd.edu

Follow TCTELA 
on Twitter: @tctela
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Have you ever read a book by Sherman Alexie? The Lone Ranger 
and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven? The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian? Ten Little Indians? If you have enjoyed these 
texts, then you would have certainly enjoyed hearing Sherman 
Alexie speak as the keynote for the NCTE Secondary Luncheon 
on Saturday, November 17th. Alexie told stories, capturing the 
audience’s attention with one tale of a mysterious cab ride on his 
way to a radio interview. Then he revealed that he was making up 
this grand tale. Sherman pointed out that Tim O’Brien, in his novel 
The Things They Carried, viewed the happenings around which 
his novel was based as not very interesting, and therefore created a 
story that was. So, Alexie, like O’Brien, invents; he makes a story.

Alexie also shared his ideas about the writer’s job: keep your 
mouth shut, pay attention, be inappropriate, be a witness, and write 
it down. One of these pieces of advice—being inappropriate—has 
led Alexie to become at times the fifth most banned writer in the 
United States. Sometimes The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian has been banned because of the racist joke included in the 
text. Yet, Alexie says that the offense people see in the joke is part 
of the point. 

Alexie’s new book that will be on the shelves soon is a sequel to 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian—telling the story 
of the same year in Junior’s life but from Rowdy’s point of view. In 

these books and others, Alexie deals with the idea that kids can’t let 
family ties keep them from saving their own lives. He also creates 
stories that reflect how many of us are caught in the space between 
being an individual and being a member of a community.

In all of Alexie’s stories, he deals with the idea that conflict and 
contradiction, like English teachers in Las Vegas, create stories. 
These stories are the way we connect with each other. I recommend 
enjoying and reflecting on the stories that Alexie tells in his books. 

Selected Books by Sherman Alexie
Blasephemy (2012)
War Dances (2010)
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (2009)
Face (2009)
Indian Killer (2008)
Flight (2007)
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (2005)
Reservation Blues (2005)
Ten Little Indians (2004)
The Toughest Indian in the World (2000)
One Stick Song (2000)
vfstaylor@sbcglobal.net

For high school students, traditional conversations regarding 
an author’s audience, tone, and purpose sometimes prove to 
be tedious. Too often, teachers may rush through the process of 
discovering these elements or only address them on a surface level, 
approaches which ultimately prevent students from becoming 
adept at the critical thinking required to analyze non-fiction.

In their session “Name It To Claim It,” Martha Keller and 
Stephen Heller, teachers from Adlai E. Stevenson High School in 
Lincolnshire, Illinois, offered a more dynamic route to ensuring 
students grasp these three essential elements.

By assigning category names to an author’s purpose, teachers 
provide an opportunity for students to immediately make decisions 
about tone and audience, giving them something palpable with 
which to work when explaining their choice. Names such as plea, 
threat, accusation, instruction, defiance, and challenge are included 
on their comprehensive list. 

According to Martha Keller, the most effective way to introduce 
the categories is limiting the selection to six or seven in a single 
period for approximately fifteen minutes and then supplying 
students with sample texts with which to practice. She also 
recommends applying the new categories to a continuum with the 
most confrontational names at one end and more amicable names 

at the other end to help students differentiate the levels of power 
the pieces give to the speaker and the listener.

Asking students, “Which category is this piece?” leads to more 
complex thinking regarding the text and provides teachers a viable 
opportunity to assess their students’ mastery of identifying an 
author’s audience, tone, and purpose. 
Jennifer.Engle@scisd.net

Laughing with Sherman Alexie
By Valerie Taylor, NCTE Liaison, SLATE Representative

More dynamic route to identify author’s purpose
By Jennifer Engle, Co-Editor Texas Voice

SAVE THE DATE

TCTELA
Advocacy Day
February 20, 2013
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“Each time is a journey with no maps,” Natalie Goldberg says 
about teaching a group of beginning writers, in my well-worn, 
loved, dog-eared, and rumpled copy of Writing Down the Bones 
(p. 4). I recently rediscovered this writing workshop “manual” to 
use with my freshmen composition class. I’ve decided this class is 
my test kitchen – I have the opportunity to start from scratch with 
all of my junior-level writers, teaching writing workshop the way 
I was taught by my own mentors and teachers, and helping them 
“free the writer within” (Goldberg 2005).

It is truly a journey without a map – I had no idea what I was 
doing, but I just followed Goldberg’s suggestions, even putting 
copies of my favorite chapters in my students hands to help them 
discover her advice for themselves. Each day, I don’t know if it 
will work. In the chapter, “First Thoughts,” Goldberg suggests a 
few “rules” for reigniting our passion for writing and developing 
confidence as a writer. My class identified their favorite norms for 
writing as these: not worrying about conventions, not thinking 
and just writing, not self-editing, and our most frequently quoted 
“rule,” going for the “jugular” (p. 9). We try to go for the jugular 
every day in our writing and in what we read. I had forgotten how 
to go for the jugular as a regular classroom teacher.

Goldberg suggests that good writing can be honed, developed, 
taught and learned, “through practice you actually do get better” 
(p 11). This could not be more true as each day, they get better. 
Their confidence rises. They stop covering their papers. They begin 
to stand up, take a seat in the author’s chair, and share their own 
stories. It only took four months for them to stand up and share. I 
was beginning to think it would take a year for that to happen.

This process actually works. I had forgotten how right Goldberg 
was. I had buried her book in a bookcase of “educational books” I 
don’t have time to use, and on a whim, I had dug it up to use just 
the introduction as a reading assignment. Her words have had such 
a huge impact on my students that she has become the real teacher 
in 1301. I have completely stepped aside.

“Often I will stab many times at something I want to say,” 
Goldberg mentions in a chapter called “Composting,” one of our 
favorite chapters as a class (p. 16). We try to “stab” every week – at 
our writing, at our memories, at our fears and lack of confidence as 
writers collectively and individually. We go for the jugular, and we 
find others who do this as well and model our writing after them. 
Goldberg reminds us all to find our artistry and creativity where 
it always was – right inside of us. And when students are guided to 
discover and trust their inner storyteller, amazing things happen. 
Their passion as writers is reignited, and they begin to forge their 
own path. They find their voice. 

I had no idea this would work, and in my test kitchen, I realized 
something. This can work in every classroom, with any age, with 
any subject, and using any amount of time. It’s a process, not an 
event, and keep what Goldberg says close to your heart and desk, 
“when it’s your time to write, write” (p. 27).

In the time of standardized tests such as STAAR, AP exams, 
the SAT and ACT exams, it is important for teachers to have the 
right tools in their toolbox-not only to help students succeed, 
but also to ensure a higher level of learning in the classroom. 
There is immense pressure placed on teachers to make certain 
that every student performs well on exams, and sometimes this 
can be overwhelming–especially for new teachers. This is why 
it is so important that teachers have the best strategies, not only 
for high stakes tests, but also so that students go beyond just 
the testing strategies and practice texts used for these tests. 

At the NCTE conference, there was one presentation that not 
only allowed teachers to support students in the preparation 
of these exams, but also allowed students to learn how to write, 
peer review, and understand the process of what a particular 
exam focuses on. The presentation: Timed Writing Boot Camp: 
Harnessing the Power of Peer Scoring and Review presented 
by Ian Salzman, Amy DeVaul, Lisa Ancona, and Connie Beers 
allows students to be in the driver seat when scoring responses 
to various AP exam topics instead of the teacher doing all of 
the work. Based on their own research Salzman, et al., came 
to the conclusion that when students score their peers’ essays, 
not only do they understand the process for writing for an AP 
exam better, their scores increase over time. 

The presenters showed examples of how students go about 
using the process of peer scoring in the classroom. They 
showed the participants examples of the peer scoring sheet 
used in the classroom as well as discussed how students 
responded to peer scoring. The presenters also discussed the 
thoughts of their own students as they used this strategy in 
the classroom. Students were apprehensive at first, but as they 
used the strategy more, they became comfortable with giving 
positive comments as well as things their peers could work on. 
The presenters stated that “when we looked at the scores of the 
students, they were not that different than what we as teachers 
would have given them. There was maybe a point difference.” 
They also discussed that when a discrepancy arose, the teacher 
stepped in to decide what the final score would be.

Allowing students to be a part of the process of scoring, 
gives them a voice. It helps the teacher reduce the number of 
papers to grade, but most importantly, it permits the student 
to be a more active part of the classroom instead of passively 
receiving information. The presenters found that students were 
excited to use peer scoring and that their writing improved-
perhaps because they were writing not just for themselves or 
the teacher, they were writing for their peers. Any strategy 
that can reduce the amount of grading a teacher does while 
empowering students is a strategy that is worth taking a look 
at more closely. 
hope_faulk@yahoo.com

Timed Writing Boot Camp
By Emily Faulk, Co-Editor, Texas Voices

Reigniting the writer –  
at every desk
By Molly Adams, VP-Elect for Membership and Affiliates

continued page 9
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As the editor of English in Texas, I encourage you to engage in 
a close reading of the next issue of the journal, scheduled to arrive 
in the hands of members in January. In this upcoming issue, the 
“Feature Article,” written by Zapata and Maloch, helps readers 
understand the importance of and methods for conferring with 
students about informational texts. Taking the ideas from the 
“Feature Article” and combining them with the NCTE Orbis Pictus 
2012 selections is a great way to engage our 21st century students 
with informational text exploration.

On Saturday, November 17, 2012, I had the pleasure of attending 
a session entitled Igniting a Love for Reading Nonfiction: The 
2012 Orbis Pictus Award Selection. A panel of NCTE Orbis Pictus 
committee members presented the nonfiction picture book winner 
and honors, as well as some of their recommended favorites. This 
list provides a whole new selection of informational books to add 
to our classroom collection. 

For the Birds: The Life of Roger Tory Peterson, by Peggy Thomas, 
is a wonderful biography of naturalist Roger Tory Peterson who 
solved the problem of how to identify birds while they were still 
in flight, rather than having to kill them for classification. Billions 
of Years, Amazing Changes: The Story of Evolution, by Laurence 
Pringle, takes Darwin’s ideas and shows readers how evolution is 
relevant to our modern, daily lives. Me...Jane, by Patrick McDonnell, 
shares Jane Goodall’s journey to becoming the naturalist that we all 
know her to be; the book is a beautiful portrait of her childhood 

and even contains sketches from her own journal entries. All three 
books would make great additions to science curriculum. 

If you have students who are interested in the culture and history 
of the United States, they may like Harry Houdini: The Legend 
of the World's Greatest Escape Artist, by Janice Weaver, which is 
the story of Erick Weiss, a man who ultimately became one of the 
most successful magicians of all time. Worst of Friends: Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams and the True Story of an American Feud, by 
Suzanne Tripp Jurmain, tells the story of the feud that took place 
between two very good friends, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. 
The 2012 Orbis Pictus Winner, Balloons over Broadway: The True 
Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade, by Melissa Sweet, captivates 
readers with the story of the man charged with creating the balloons 
for the first Macy’s parade. The book includes newspaper clippings 
and detailed blueprint drawings of the balloons.

There are many great nonfiction text selections available for 
children and young adults. While this is just a small picture of the 
2012 Orbis Pictus selections, the complete list and past winners 
and honors can be found through NCTE at http://www.ncte.org/
library/NCTEFiles/About/Awards/OPFlyer2012.pdf. Take the time 
to explore all of these and then be inspired to discover more of the 
wonderful informational texts that are available for our students. 
Combining your new text discoveries with your new understandings 
from this next issue of English in Texas will ensure that you are 
prepared to meet the needs of our 21st century students.
pinkertonk@uhd.edu

Connecting NCTE and English in Texas for elementary 
teachers (or, frankly, any other teacher)
By Kim Pinkerton, Co-Editor, English in Texas

 

Here are some pieces that helped us learn 
to go for the jugular as writers – think about 
using them in your own classroom: 

1) Stephen King’s On Writing

2) Stephen King’s short stories/novellas: 
“The Body,” “Rita Hayworth and the 
Shawshank Redemption,” “The Ballad of 
the Flexible Bullet,” and “The Ledge”

3) Any column by Leonard Pitts, Jr., 
Pulitzer-winning columnist for The Miami 
Herald

4) Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried

5) Excerpts from F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The 
Great Gatsby

6) bell hooks’ Bone Black

7) Sarah Vowell’s Assassination Vacation

8) Matt Bondurant’s The Wettest County in 
the World

These are a just a few that kick started our 
creativity, helped us identify great writing 
techniques, and guided us to freeing our 
inner writers. With each title, I was unsure 
it would work. But it did work. I have a class 
of writers. Thank you, Natalie Goldberg. 
fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com

References 
Goldberg, N. (2005). Writing down the bones: 
Freeing the writer within. Boston, MA: 
Shambhala.
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I am Ebenezer Bleezer, 
I run BLEEZER’S 

 ICE-CREAM STORE, 
there are flavors in my freezer 
you have never seen before, 
twenty-eight divine creations 
too delicious to resist, 
come on, do yourself a favor, 
try the flavors on my list.

 from BLEEZER’S ICE-CREAM

 Jack Prelutsky (1940 – )

Natalie Merchant opened the NCTE 
Convention in Las Vegas on Thursday 
evening, November 15 with a memorable 
celebration of poets and poetry. Though she 
characterizes herself as "an entertainer, not 
an educator," she clearly has done her poetry 
homework. 

Enjoy a taste of Natalie's NCTE 
performance of “Bleezer’s Ice Cream” by 
scanning this QR Code: 

Merchant performed songs from her 
2010 release Leave Your Sleep, a collection 
of poems for children. She introduced 
each song by chatting about its poet 
as though each were a personal friend. 
Relatively obscure poet Nathalia Crane 
(1913-1998), for example, published 
her first poem at age nine and her first 
book of poetry at age ten. She and D.H. 
Lawrence shared the same controversial 

publisher. Her poem "The Janitor's Boy" 
is included in the collection. Rachel Field's 
contribution is "Equestrienne." Illiterate 
until she was ten years old, Field went on 
to write three plays and two novels by the 
time she was 23. She died of cancer at 45. 
Natalie Merchant spooned out morsel 
after morsel of literary back story, and the 
audience accepted hungrily. 

Merchant began the enormous project as 
a new mother with a risky idea: "I wanted," 
she said, "to create music to introduce 
children to poetry." After doing extensive 
and thorough research, she selected 37 
poems to set to music. In particular, she 
looked for poems with what she called 
"strong central characters like giants and 
witches." The wide swath of poems she 
chose includes everything from Robert 
Louis Stevenson and E. E. Cummings to 
Ogden Nash and Jack Prelutsky. 

Ignoring the advice of colleagues in the 
music industry who said a project cooked 
up for children would be "the kiss of death," 
Merchant spent a year recording the album. 
Since each poem is a different flavor from 
the next, each has its own unique musical 
setting which requires its own unique 
instrumentation. Merchant called upon 
more than 100 musicians to help her perfect 
each musical cuisine, from Celtic and R & B 
to reggae and country. The music serves to 
enhance the playfulness and complexity of 
each poem. 

But the album is only half of the story. 
Merchant teamed up with well-known 
author and illustrator Barbara McClintock 
to publish the poems in a picture book 
also titled Leave Your Sleep. As she spoke, 
Merchant showed slides of the enchanting 
illustrations from the 48-page book, released 
in November of this year. The picture book 
comes with a CD and can be purchased on 
Amazon or at www.nataliemerchant.com. 

The result of Natalie Merchant’s epic 
undertaking is a poetic feast that truly is too 
delicious to resist. kay@tctela.org

Former 10,000 Maniacs leader 
Natalie Merchant dishes out 
poetry in 37 flavors
By Kay Shurtleff, President Elect

Family literacy
By Katrina Gonzalez, President 

Everywhere today, the concept of literacy 
grows, changes, and morphs into something 
bigger, bolder, and brighter than understood 
previously. With technology stretching 
boundaries previously unimagined even 
a year or two ago, oftentimes the “new 
literacies” relate to such newly charted 
territories as Web 2.0 tools, media, and 
other digital technologies. 

Imagine for a moment a place familiar to 
us all as individuals, yet strangely unfamiliar 
to us as educators. Where do our students 
spend their time when they are not with us 
in the classroom? Yes, in their homes with 
their families! 

Tapping into that rich and powerful 
resource of family demands patience and 
diligence, but, according to Cathy Fleischer 
and Charlene Klassen-Endrizzi, the effort 
is well worth the journey. In the 2012 
NCTE Convention session, “The Other 
Side of the Literacy Equation: Teaming 
Up with Families,” Fleischer and Klassen-
Endrizzi offered strategies and background 
for English language arts educators from 
elementary to high school to better prepare 
for working with parents.

In most communities, parent partnerships 
exist at least minimally in the elementary 
grades. Alternatively, when students enter 
middle school, parent involvement tends to 
decrease and is often non-existent in many 
districts. Fleischer and Klassen-Endrizzi 
presented a number of strategies that, 
coupled with planning and foresight, create 
yet a new and powerful literacy that can 
positively impact schools: family literacy. 

Tapping into this resource which exists 
naturally in all schools requires English 
language arts educators to assist parents 
in understanding the current teaching of 
reading and writing. Fleischer mentioned the 
many conversations she has encountered at 
sporting events, music practices, and other 
locations in which she has encountered 
parents’ questions about how reading and 
writing is being taught. Questions regarding 
young adult literature, questions about 
grammar, questions about reading levels. 
All of these and more are valid inquiry 
points for parents, and they are wonderful 
communication points for English language 

continued page 11
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Teri Lesesne, noted YA expert, author, and professor at Sam 
Houston State University, described the value of a community by 
way of a PLN. Lesesne discussed how she uses Twitter in her own 
reading life, noting that this reading community, “is open 24/7” 
and is always available for questions. She noted that Titletalk, a 
monthly chat on Twitter, occurs on the last Sunday of the month 
from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m (CST). In this chat, teachers, librarians, and 
other educators discuss book titles to share with students and ways 
to encourage reading. Lesesne left the audience with this advice, 
“Create your own PLN to suit your personal needs and invite 
others to join you.”

Communities serve many purposes. But experts such as Miller, 
Sibberson, Lesesne, and Kajder shared in their session that communities 
can promote growth and support for readers of all ages. 

After leaving my first NCTE session at my first NCTE 
conference, I was more resolved than ever to create these same 
communities for my students in my own classroom and school 
as well as for myself. 
calaniz@coppellisd.com

When I attended the Summer Institute with the National Writing 
Project several years ago, our director asked participants to list the 
communities that counted us as members. I remember writing on 
sticky notes with a Sharpie, wrongly predicting my count at four 
because I only listed formal groups. But as I reflected upon my role 
in my community/school, I quickly realized that there were many 
groups I had joined both formally and informally. As I attended 
my first NCTE Conference this November, I looked back upon 
this moment with a renewed understanding. These communities 
enriched my life in so many ways.

What benefits do communities provide for their members?  
At a recent NCTE session entitled “Building Reading Communities 
Online and Off,” educator/author Donalyn Miller (along with three 
other presenters) spoke specifically about reading communities 
and their roles in the lives of readers. 

I attended the session as part of my first NCTE conference, 
having joined the community of NCTE to grow as a professional. 
But I realized that though I’d joined NCTE as a formal community, 
I was already a part of so many others, including one that inspired 
my reading. 

As Miller shared the importance of a reading community 
for learners in our classrooms, she showcased their benefits. 
Communities “up your game,” she said, making readers better at 
what they do. I find this to be true as my own reading community 
inspires me daily to read more. In 2012, I set a personal reading 
goal of 600 books to be read by December 31st. 

Further, Miller added that communities, “foster connections” 
with other readers. Again I reflected upon my own classroom, 
noting that as one of my young readers shares books with other 
readers, they inadvertently begin their own ad hoc book club 
and ensure continued collaboration. Through those connections, 
readers consider their own habits and choices. Communities 
‘encourage mindfulness,” said Miller. 

Franki Sibberson, an educator/author from Ohio, further 
described how classroom communities encourage a, “growth 
mindset.” She used the comparison of joining a community of 
runners on Twitter and how this has encouraged her in her own 
running goals. Sibberson creates online space for her students 
to discuss books, and in doing so, the community flourishes. As 
I listened, I considered my own Edmodo classroom community 
where my students share book talks regularly.

Sara Kajder, an educator/author from Pennsylvania, described 
how she creates community in her classroom using online 
technology tools. Kajder asks students to consider the differences 
among popular tools such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and 
You Tube. She stressed the importance of having students become, 
“more intentional, thoughtful readers as they navigate through 
websites.” Kajder also encouraged teachers to engage in, “tinkering” 
which she defined as, “permission to fiddle with the technology.” 
After hearing Kajder, I hope to encourage my students to also be 
more deliberate as they use web 2.0 tools.

Building communities in the classroom 
By Cynthia Alaniz, Recording Secretary

arts teachers to further assist parents in understanding what they 
can do to help their children and teens at home.

Certainly, digital literacy is a territory much like exploring 
space in that the boundaries are limitless and powerful for our 
students and our classroom. Alternately, family literacy is much 
like ocean exploration wherein we as educators are surrounded by 
its familiarity and often overlook its depth of power. Tapping into 
family literacy may serve to further deepen and strengthen English 
language arts practices in our classrooms. 

For further exploration, go to http://emichwp.org/wp/for-families/
family-literacy-initiative/. Also, if you are an NCTE member, a 
Microsoft Word document of Fleischer’s and Klassen-Endrizzi’s 
strategies is available at http://ncte.connectedcommunity.org/ncte/
resources/viewdocument?DocumentKey=8203587f-a80f-4168-b9c2-
520e932bd928.
katrina.gonzales@scisd.net
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Family literacy 
continued from page 10
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As a newcomer to the NCTE conference, it was overwhelming 
to see how many great presentations there were at the conference. 
Whether you attend NCTE, IRA, TCTELA, conferences can breathe 
life back into the teacher who may be struggling to find new ways 
to teach curriculum. It is exciting to come away from a conference 
with new strategies and research that reenergizes your passion for 
teaching. Not only do you meet experts in the field, but you meet 
teachers just like you who stress about state tests, exams, PDAS, and 
the everyday worries that come with teaching. 

Perhaps you always wanted to hear Georgia Heard speak and gain 
new ways to look at poetry, or Chris Crutcher-the infamous author 
of brilliant young adult books that really do draw students in, or 
maybe you need information from Victoria Young about the STAAR 

tests. You can find these quality presenters at many conferences, 
and these three in particular, will be just a few of the outstanding 
speakers at the TCTELA conference. Whether you attend a national 
conference, a state conference, or a local conference, I promise you 
won’t come away empty handed. You will come away with new ways 
to look at things; your passion for teaching will be reenergized, and 
you will have new tools to add to your toolbox. 

Conferences and professional development are what keep 
teachers enthusiastic and ambitious in a field that can sometimes 
be tough. So, go out there and find the spark you might be missing, 
or the strategy that will change the way you look at your classroom. 
You are worth it and so are your students. 
hope_faulk@yahoo.com

How can teachers incentivize their 
students to complete an out of class 
assignment without offering bonus points? 
Teachers can allow students to post the 
assignment to EdModo.  

Just like Facebook, EdModo has a similar 
layout that provides students with the ability 
to post academic comments, attachments, 
and images to a social networking website 
account. EdModo provides teachers with a 
free, secure, interactive, and collaborative 
tool to share curriculum based materials 
using a resource readily accessible and 
understood by students.

By using EdModo, teachers create group 
accounts based on classes or student 
needs. Once a group is quickly created, 
each student is given a secure code by 
the teacher to access the social network 
account. Students login, create their own 
profile within the group, and participate 
in a teacher established online discussion. 
Whether the discussion is a shared novel 
being read in class, or a quick created 
formative assessment based on a concept 
covered in class, EdModo provides a 
central location for students and teachers 
to have an academic shared dialogue or 

activity conducted outside the walls of the 
classroom, changing traditional homework 
through 21st century social networking.

To get started visit www.EdModo.com 
to establish an account. Some campuses 
might need to request access from your 
internal technology (IT) department in 
order to view this educational networking 
site. Once access has been granted and 
the teacher has created group accounts, 
establish a workshop for students to 
guide and review your expectations of 
the website. In addition to book club 
discussions, shared reviews, and formative 
assessments established through the polling 
feature of the site, teachers can brainstorm 
with students the most effective uses of the 
social network based on classroom specific 
dynamics to generate student interest and 
ownership. 

Through the familiar Facebook features 
of EdModo, teachers now have the ability 
to engage students in a thriving, safe, and 
interactive academic social network. 

Helpful features of EdModo:

Wall Postings: Access classes on the 
left; use sub groups for book club; have 

students use tags to help organize their 
data (MAIN IDEA) would be a tag in 
each individual post

Polls: Instructions on the page; allows 
teacher an opportunity to give opinions, 
ask questions or answer to get a quick 
formative assessment

Alerts: Posts in big black letters on  
the wall

Badges: Visual image of students' 
accomplishments (examples include 
Rockstar, Thinking Cap, Kudos, Text to 
Text Connection); post a badge alert to 
get students to look at wall and tag why 
the student received the specific badge.

Grade book: create quizzes

The idea is to get students to invest in their 
learning, and EdModo is just one tool that 
students can use that increases excitement, 
buy in, and allows the students to use their 
technological knowledge in content area 
classrooms. eatonk@ltisdschools.org

How conferences can help teachers gain 
what they need to sustain their students 
and themselves 
By Emily Faulk, Co-Editor, Texas Voices

The classroom version of Facebook 
By Krista Eaton, Electronic Communications' Manager
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Are you looking for an alternative to the typical “death by 
PowerPoint” professional development typically offered as staff 
development, student presentations, or as the equivalent of the 
old overhead projector style of presenting information? Try the 
Pecha Kucha. Developed in Japan as a method for young designers 
to network and showcase their work, a Pecha Kucha is a simple 
presentation format that shows twenty visual slides for twenty 
seconds each before automatically advancing.

Teacher educators, Ms. Katie Dredger – Shadyside Academy 
Middle School, and Dr. Sara Kajder – Virginia Tech, along with 
induction year teacher, Crystal Beach – Buford High School and 
the University of Georgia Athens used Pecha Kuchas to engage 
their students and move them from being consumers of media to 
producers. Building upon Knoeble and Lankshear’s New Literacies 
(2007), the panel demonstrated the power of the Pecha Kucha’s 
pairing of visual and auditory media, so prevalent in the daily 
literacy practices of their students. Starting as a project/challenge 
in Dr. Kajder’s English methods class at Virginia Tech, the pre-
service teachers sought new ways to creatively engage middle and 
high school students through use of effective visual presentations. 
At a deeper level, the assignment also fostered pre-service teachers 
to reflect on their own literacy beliefs while using the Pecha Kuchas 
to demonstrate their new learning. 

In addition, Ms. Beach shared how she has taken what she learned 
from the Pecha Kucha process and how she applied it to her middle 
school classroom. In a Pecha Kucha, writers must deliberately choose 
how to link the elements in story/writing. Using this form, Ms. Beach 
wanted her students to do their writing in a smart, deliberate way. 
Her pre-service teachers were doing a “This I believe” podcast as a 
bookend of a semester of pre-service teaching study. She wanted 
them to transform the beginning “This I believe” into a Pecha Kucha 
by the end of the semester. Of particular value was the “behind the 
curtain” step by step process she shared detailing the rigorous writing 
and metacognitive processes necessary to prepare her students 
for the assignment. Ms. Beach shared the framework her students 
used for designing the Pecha Kuchas. This simple, yet rigorous tool 
incorporates the written text of the presentation, organizational 
patterns, and the selection of high impact visual elements. Next, she 
demonstrated the revision process for the written script that allows 
for the students to rapidly present each slide within the twenty 
second Pecha Kucha time frame.

Not only has she realized her role in promoting reading and 
writing, but she has also found that Pecha Kuchas align with new 
literacy strategies she wants her students to embrace. She also talked 
about the carefully calculated plan for technology. In addition to the 
Pecha Kuchas, Ms. Beach’s students present using blogs, You Tube 
and Live Scribe pencasts. She described her 21st century classroom 
with walls painted with whiteboard paint, allowing student revision 
to surround the students. ptmwriter@aol.com 

Today's students are digital natives. They have grown up 
with a variety of technological programs, applications, and 
experiences in their everyday life. Many teachers are digital 
immigrants. They are attempting to learn the technological 
culture of their students. As a result, many teachers are afraid 
and too overwhelmed to implement new technology into their 
classrooms. 

After attending multiple technology sessions at NCTE, one 
common trait among the teachers attending each session was 
evident, the change to incorporate digital media to engage 
students and teach literacy in terms of connections appeared 
overwhelming. The most common reservations observed was 
where to find the time to understand the variety of applications 
available, and how to determine which program would best fit 
into an already established curriculum. 

The common core standards require technology to be 
included in curriculum, but how is determined by each 
teacher, school, or district. The options are endless.

Presenters at NCTE shared the experience of virtual worlds, 
where teachers used a program called Second Life to select 
an avatar to help with basic research, learn complex concepts, 
and the teaching of peers through an online scavenger hunt. 

Digital storytelling was modeled using graphics, music, and 
cinema to communicate important information. Through 
the creation of a digital memoir, students were able to convey 
a technological road map of their lives. Students used the 
writing process but in an engaging different way through stop 
motion animation and screen shots of electronic searches and 
images to provide a technologically written autobiography.

Multiple presenters shared free applications like 
DICTIONARY.COM., IBOOKS, and PBS for iPads used in 
their classrooms where students were engaged and learning 
starting at the kindergarten level. The older students 
were using applications like EVERNOTE, used to capture 
information on anything from anywhere, and tag for future 
reference; SUBTEXT used to analyze electronic books; 
DROP BOX,  used to share  large documents with others; 
GOOD READS, used to compare and contrast books.  
The message was clear. There are an abundance of applications 
to use in the classroom, just PICK ONE to get started.

Standards say to present, integrate, and create technology, 
but how to do it in a meaningful way is determined by 
YOU. It is okay to learn from your students.  To change the 
overwhelming status of digital limitations, teachers need to be 
willing to learn from the digital natives in order to transform 
into a 21st Century Educator.
eatonk@ltisdschools.org 

The Pecha Kucha as 
creative connection 
By P. Tim Martindell, Ed.D., VP for Membership and Affiliates

Technology in the 
classroom
By Krista Eaton, Electronic Communications' Manager
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For the second year in a row, Kylene Beers 
brought together a panel of writers and 
professionals to talk about a problem that 
has gained national attention to the 2012 
NCTE convention: the topic of bullying. 
Bullying continues to be a real problem for 
students and it has as great an impact on 
learning as reading and writing. 

Did you know that 1 in 7 students in 
grades K-12 is either a bully or a victim  
of bullying?

The first speaker was Ferial Pearson, 2010 
GLSEN Educator of the Year, "a school 
leader who has dedicated her teaching 
career to creating environments where 
all students are valued and respected"  
(www.GLSEN.org). Pearson spoke about 
the importance of building community in 
the classroom and to "put a face to the word" 
which helps reduce the use of derogatory 
terms like gay. She uses an activity called 
Theatre Games in which students write in 
their journals about their experiences with 
bullying, and from that writing, students 
work collaboratively to create 30-second 
strips that explore bullying situations and 

ways to respond to them. She shares many 
of these stories on www.ourstoriescount.com. 
This website addresses bullying with stories. 
"This site is the work of Dr. Kevin Cordi and 
Adjunct Professor Kim Masturzo as well as 
countless students who have created videos 
to help educate others about what to do 
if someone bullies them. Together we can 
help prevent bullying with stories because 
our stories count!” 

Did you know that 282,000 students 
have been physically attacked in secondary 
schools?

The second panelist was Kevin Hodgson 
who teaches sixth grade in Southampton, 
Massachusetts and is the technology liaison 
with the Western Massachusetts Writing 
Project. Kevin writes and reflects on his 
Weblog called Kevin's Meandering Mind, 
and he also uses a Weblog with his students 
at The Electronic Pencil (NWP). He shared 
the Phoebe Prince story. "The suicide of 
Phoebe Prince, on January 14, 2010, led to 
the criminal prosecution of six teenagers for 
charges including statutory rape and civil 
rights violations, as well as to the enactment  
of stricter anti-bullying legislation by 
the Massachusetts state legislature" 
(Wikipedia). Hodgson talked about cyber 
bullying and the anonymity it allows, the 
accessibility of it, and the disinhibition it 
provides. Victims are afraid to say anything 
for a variety of reasons: parents taking away 
their technology or retribution that brings 
on stronger bullying. There are several tools 
parents can use to keep their children safe 
online. Pew Internet website and Google 
alerts are a couple of these sites that parents 
can utilize. Children must also realize the 
digital footprint they leave behind can have 
long-lasting effects and therefore must 
learn to be a good digital citizen. 

Did you know that 15% of absenteeism 
is due to children being afraid of going to 
school because of bullying?

The third speaker was Lester Laminack, 
co-author of Bullying Hurts (2012). This 
book addresses bullying in a proactive way. 
Laminack stressed that children must learn 
to be consistently kind like Mr. Rogers. He 
also shared a powerful story of Althea, the 

first colored girl at his white school. In the 
depths of southern racism, integration was 
difficult for everyone. When Althea went 
to school that first day, her teacher made 
a comment about how she was dressed. 
Althea's response was simple and direct. 
"My mother dressed me pretty for my first 
day at school." Laminack referenced Life 
of Pi and compared animal behavior to 
the behaviors of a bully-the importance 
of establishing dominance for survival by 
pushing themselves forward by putting 
others behind. He ended with, "We are 
more alike than we are different. Words are 
weapons."

Did you know that 71% of students 
report bullying as a problem at school?

The last speaker, Chris Crutcher, author 
of many young adult novels that deal 
with the issue of bullying in school, talked 
about how his latest novel, due for release 
in 2013, deals with the extent bullying can 
range. Crutcher said that if you "want to 
find the biggest pool of bullies, find the 
victims." He shared his childhood story 
about how weakness was not tolerated by 
his father, and he learned to be tough to 
avoid, "getting it at home." It was important 
to put others down so that he would not 
become the target. Crutcher said many 
things that audience members remembered 
from school and students face the same 
issues today: fitting in, making friends, and 
being accepted. These are not easy things 
for students to learn without a supportive 
family or a trusted adult. Teachers are often 
that one adult. 

Reading and writing are important 
skills for students to acquire. Learning 
to be a good person is also important. 
It is everyone's job to teach tolerance, 
acceptance, and to speak up for those who 
are afraid. Schools must provide a safe 
way to report bullying without the fear of 
retaliation or being called a snitch. There 
are many good programs that schools can 
use to educate faculty, students, parents, and 
the community about bullying and how to 
deal with it. Bullying should not be a rite of 
passage. The damage it does is too great a 
price to pay. STOP BULLYING NOW.
marthamedlock@austin.rr.com

Stop the bullying 
By Martha Medlock, Past President

 Did you know that 1 in 7 
students in grades K-12 
is either a bully or a 
victim of bullying?

 Did you know that 
282,000 students have 
been physically attacked 
in secondary schools?

 Did you know that 15% 
of absenteeism is due to 
children being afraid of 
going to school because 
of bullying?

 Did you know that 71% of 
students report bullying 
as a problem at school?
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Iconic educator, speaker, and author 
Sir Ken Robinson delivered the keynote 
address on Friday morning of the NCTE 
Convention. Armed with his signature dry 
wit, he spoke not only of the challenges 
today's educators face, but also of practical 
solutions. "Everything I say should be 
obvious to everybody," he said. "The things 
we know are right about education are not 
recent ideas." He went on to propose that 
the American education system is weakened 
by three pervasive misunderstandings. 

Misunderstanding #1: Education is  
about conformity. 

Robinson stated that the current system 
“looks at what people have in common.” 
He went on to say that one of the best 
things about humanity is that “our cultures 
are diverse because we are diverse as 
individuals.” Robinson suggested that the 
widespread diagnosis of ADHD would 
indicate a tendency to expect children to 
be more similar to each other than they 
are different. He explained that while he 
believes that there are legitimate cases of 
ADHD, he questions the “rate of diagnosis” 

and challenged the audience to consider the 
possibility that sometimes differences are 
seen as deficits rather than as the assets they 
might be. “We have invented a problem,” 
he said, “by contradicting the diversity of 
human life.”

Misunderstanding #2: Education is  
about compliance. 

Robinson expressed his concern that 
educators are often overly interested in 
students’ “ability to absorb what we’re telling 
them.” In his purview, creativity should be 
emphasized over compliance. He defined 
creativity as “applied imagination” and said 
that “creativity grows out of imagination.” 
He urged educators in the audience to teach 
children to be creative and to understand 
that “being a creative teacher doesn’t mean 
that you have to do all the work; it’s about 
teaching each other.” 

Misunderstanding #3: It is possible to 
predict what each student will need.

“Every child in front of you is on a unique 
journey,” said Robinson. Because each 
person is different, it is impossible to predict 

the needs, ideas, futures, or challenges of any 
given student. In Robinson’s words, each “life 
is a conversation between your disposition, 
attitudes, and circumstances”—each of 
which is variable. A static curriculum of 
“basics,” therefore, is, in Robinson’s view, 
“necessary but not sufficient” to a student’s 
education. An education in the arts and 
opportunities to look at the world from 
multiple perspectives is paramount. 

What's the solution to the 
misunderstandings outlined by Sir Ken 
Robinson? In his words, "The real job is 
climate control. If you work in a school, 
for the children you teach, you are the 
education system." He offered both 
encouragement and advice:

“Teaching is an art form; it’s not a 
delivery system. If the conditions are right, 
growth is inevitable. Work with children on 
the assumption that they have deep talents 
that you can discover. If we personalize 
education, many of the problems we have 
invented will disappear.”
kay@tctela.org

Sir Ken Robinson champions teachers while 
encouraging them to transform schools 
By Kay Shurtleff, President Elect
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Treat yourself
Treat yourself to freeWeb seminars from NCTE.

Start your school year off right with fresh ideas and

perspectives on literacy practices and professional

development support systems used by the most

successful and innovative schools in the country.

Visit us at www.ncte.org/seminars to see a calendar

of events and reserve your seat today!


