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Reluctant readers are often the toughest crowd that darkens 
the doors of our classrooms. Our finest tap-dance and clown-car 
routines are lost on them – they return our “ta-dah’s” with a silent 
stare and the whites of their eyes rolled back in sleepy protest to 
learning. Many reluctant readers haven’t read a complete novel 
since the 5th grade, or possibly ever, and would rather have some 
kind of invasive, non-sedated dental work rather than give a novel 
a chance. 

It’s not 100% their fault, you know, the reluctant readers. Kelly 
Gallagher (2009), in his introduction to his powerful epistle on 
how schools have created their own enormous reluctant reader 
population, states that readicide is defined as “the systematic 
killing of the love of reading, often exacerbated by the inane, mind-
numbing practices found in schools” (p. 2). Gallagher believes 
that today’s classrooms have contributed directly to the “death of 
reading” (p. 2).

Believe anything you want about what causes the death of a 
love of reading, but somehow, somewhere, it is our responsibility 
to get them back. We have to pull the reluctant readers back into 
the fold with any method possible. I started collecting a classroom 
library about 4 years ago from garage sales, thrift shops, bookstore 
dumpsters, and everyone’s favorite bookstore, Half-Price Books. 
I have become an expert at culling gems from the $1 clearance 
aisles. 

I now have a classroom library chock-full of reluctant reader 
bait. It is classified by genre or category rather than alphabetizing, 
from Chick Lit to Made into Movies to Oldies But Goodies, I 
direct students to books I have loved or that have been banned 
or stolen, hoping to entice them to slip into that other world of 
reading that has given me a free vacation from life’s troubles for 
over 30 years. Here are ten titles that have been stolen more than 
once, checked out and loved-ripped, stained, and dog-eared-, or 
served as a can’t-put-it-down book for more than one reluctant 
reader in the classroom. They may only be reading one novel in a 
year, but it’s reading, and we’re doing everything we can in room 
117 to stop the spread of readicide. Maybe your reluctant readers 
can start here too. 

Top 10 Books for Reluctant Readers

Speak1.  by Laurie Halse Anderson – be careful of some mature 
themes in this one, but it’s so powerful and appeals to both 
boys and girls alike

Reluctant readers getting 
you down? If you can’t beat 
them, join them
By Molly Adams, VP-Elect of Membership and Affiliates 

First web chat guest, Krissi 
Dallas, shares inspiration 
and thoughts on teaching 
in Texas
By Audrey Wilson, Adolescent Literacy Committee Chair

“There’s no island of 
the best-sellers list… it’s 
when two ideas suddenly 
merge in a new way….
recognizing when that 
happens, that that’s the 
story you’ve got to write.” 

On April 3rd, Krissi 
Dallas joined us as the first 
guest of the web chat series 
hosted by the Adolescent 
Literacy Committee. As 
an author and middle 
school teacher, Krissi 
discussed her inspiration 
and journey of writing 
her series, The Phantom 
Island. 

She has transferred her own experiences as a published author to 
benefit her students’ experiences they bring to her class. “We might 
be the only support system our kids have. And, what if they are 
good writers or there’s some talent that they have yet to discover 
in themselves. If there’s not someone there to bring it out in them, 
that’s when [teachers] can bring it out in them.”

The group continued to chat about the impact of standardized 
testing on students in Texas, creating communities of writers, 
and utilizing social media as readers. A podcast of the entire 
conversation is available at tctela.org.

We are thrilled to announce that our next web chat will feature 
teacher and author of The Book Whisperer, Donalyn Miller. 
Donalyn is a Teacher Consultant with the National Writing Project, 
international speaker and consultant, Education Week blogger, 6th 
grade teacher, and founding member of The Nerdy Book Club. She 
will be joining us to help kick-off our summer reading with her 
most recent favorite Young Adult titles. Join us as we talk books and 
more on June 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  You must complete the registration 
form to receive access to the chat. 

The Adolescent Literacy Committee is currently seeking topics 
and guests for our web chat series for this summer and fall. Please 
send any recommendations to audrey.wilson@kellerisd.net

continued page 11

www.tctela.org


2Summer 2012

TCTELA Board of Directors
President 

Katrina Gonzales, Schleicher County ISD 
325-853-2514 katrina.gonzales@scisd.net

President-Elect 
Kay Shurtleff, Region 10 ESC 

972-348-1756 kay.shurtleff@gmail.com

Past President 
Martha Medlock, Lake Travis ISD 

512-533-6200 marthamedlock@austin.rr.com

Executive Secretary 
Alana Morris, Spring Branch ISD 

713-251-2496 alana.morris@springbranchisd.com

Recording Secretary 
Cynthia Alaniz, Coppell ISD 

214-496-8100 calaniz@coppellisd.com

VP for Membership and Affiliates 
Tim Martindell, Fort Bend ISD 

281-435-4354 ptmwriter@aol.com

VP-Elect for Membership and Affiliates 
Molly Adams, Longview ISD 

817-964-7912 fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com

Electronic Communications Manager 
Krista Eaton, Lake Travis ISD 

512-533-5727 eatonk@ltisdschools.org

SLATE/NCTE Representative  
Valerie Taylor, Eanes ISD 

512-288-3247 vfstaylor@sbcglobal.net

Co-Editor, Texas Voices 
Jennifer Lilly, Schleicher County ISD 
214-906-2059 jennifer.lilly@scisd.net

Co-Editor, Texas Voices 
Emily Faulk, Alvin ISD 

832-630-5777 hope_faulk@yahoo.com

Editors, English in Texas 
Kim Pinkerton 

University of Houston-Downtown 
713-221-2778 pinkertonk@uhd.edu

Leigh Van Horn 
University of Houston-Downtown 

Carol Bedard 
Houston ISD

SLATE Representative 
Valerie Taylor, Eanes ISD 

512-288-3247 vfstaylor@sbcglobal.net

Executive Director 
Amy Blakely 

800-694-8680 fax: 888-595-7276 
amyblakely@ventureall.com

TCTELA 
701 Brazos Street Suite 500 

Austin, Texas 78701

Texas Voices, published four times per year, is a member 
of the National Council of Teachers of English Affiliate  

Information Exchange Agreement.

Pr
es
id
en

t’s

Corner

Gearing up for walking in  
others’ shoes
By Katrina Gonzales, President

This issue of Texas Voices ushers in summer. For many of us, summer represents a time 
of recharging and rekindling. For others, summer equates to a time for us to delve into 
graduate work. For another group of members, summer’s pace speeds up with a volley of 
workshops and professional development. 

For those of us serving as your TCTELA Board Members and Standing Committee 
Chairs, our summer begins with a meeting in June to wrap up planning for the 2013 
conference, to revise and edit your organization’s strategic plan, and to begin mapping 
out future conferences. With next year’s conference theme “To Walk in My Shoes”, the 
board and committee chairs will consider you, our members, and the many shoes you 
wear as you accomplish jobs.

The TCTELA Conference to be held at the Dallas Sheraton on January 18-20th, 2013 
beckons wearers of all sorts of footwear from the sporty to the poetic to the fantastical 
with our amazing lineup of speakers and presenters. The summer days ahead might be a 
great time to find out more about some of the following authors and educators that will 
join us in Dallas:

Georgia Heard, author •	 of A Place for Wonder: Reading and Writing Nonfiction in 
the Primary Grades (Stenhouse, 2009) and Awakening the Heart: Exploring Poetry in 
Elementary and Middle School (Heinemann)

“Vocab Gal” AKA Sarah Ressler Wright, high school English teacher and blogger at •	
http://info.sadlier.com/Vocabulary-Blog/

Dr. William Kist, associate professor at Kent State University, and author of •	 The 
Socially Networked Classroom

Melanie Mayer, high school English teacher and author of •	 Two Roads Diverged and 
I Took Both: Meaningful Writing Instruction in an Age of Testing

Chris Crutcher, author of •	 Deadline and fourteen other YA books 

Matt de la Peña, author of •	 Ball Don’t Lie and three other YA novels 

Neal Shusterman, author of •	 Everlost and, at least 27 other middle-grade reader and 
YA novels

Cris Tovani, former elementary teacher and current high school teacher and author •	
of I Read It, but I Don’t Get It (Stenhouse 2000) and Do I Really Have to Teach Reading? 
(Stenhouse 2004)

Texas Education Agency •	

All of the speakers listed above have websites, blogs, or web pages to peak your interest. 
Hopefully, you will have an opportunity to find out a little more about each of them or 
a lot more about a few. 

Whatever this summer’s schedule holds for you, I hope that, as you read the articles 
within this issue, your natural sense of discovery and wonder continue to lead you on 
a path of lifelong learning. Within these pages find reviews of some of the latest young 
adult novels as well as reviews of professional books and literature. Accept the challenge 
to present your best classroom practices and research at the TCTELA Annual Conference 
2013 in Dallas. Craft the article you have always wanted to write for English in Texas, our 
award-winning English journal. Network with colleagues through TCTELA’s Twitter and 
Facebook accounts. Attend your area affiliate’s summer conference. Above all, find time 
to network and recharge for the excitement and promise of the upcoming school year. 
katrina.gonzales@scisd.net
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Thirty-five TCTELA members 
from across the state 
participated in a “World 
Café” discussion at the 
TCTELA affiliates’ breakfast 
on Sunday, January 22nd, 
2012, as part of the state 
conference in San Antonio. 
The “World Café” protocol 
(www.worldcafe.com) was 
utilized to allow participants 
to have four rounds of deep, 
focused conversations around 
a set of given questions. The 
breakfast attendees were 
divided into four self-selected 
groups. Vice-president of 
membership, P. Tim Martindell, facilitated the process and posed 
the following four questions and follow ups:

How should TCTELA recruit new members? Why should •	
teachers join TCTELA?

Who are the key teacher or regional leaders in your area? How •	
do we contact them?

How can TCTELA support (or help start) your local affiliates?•	

What do I commit to do?•	

For the first question on TCTELA recruitment, members suggested 
a variety of recruitment methods ranging from the proposed tiered 
membership levels to providing scholarships to be funded through 
the membership renewal process. “Social media such as Facebook 
and “word-of-mouth” campaigns could be used to keep TCTELA in 
the forefront for our members. Tagging new members and first time 
conference attendees and pairing them with experienced, long term 
members was suggested as well. University student membership and 
combination memberships with NCTE were also discussed.

The table conversation 
asking participants to 
identify leaders in their 
areas generated a plethora 
of contact information.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

The second question prompted a rich conversation about the role 
of regional service centers, local district level and campus teacher 
leaders in the ongoing life blood of TCTELA. The sharing of specific 
names and contact information from this discussion gives TCTELA 
board members targeted suggestions for follow-up.

Question three asked the participants to brainstorm ways that 
TCTELA can help support or initiate local affiliates of NCTE. 
Suggestions included: providing experts – retired or emeritus 
(with contact information); encouraging affiliates to present their 
best practices or give a “Best Practices” award as part of the yearly 
conference; publishing a one -pager on how to start an affiliate; 
featuring an “Affiliate of the Month” on the TCTELA website; and 
linking the Texas affiliates to each other on an interactive “map” on 
the TCTELA website.

The final question encouraged the participants to make a 
commitment in writing to follow up on the discussion. The UTEP 
participants committed to work towards creating an affiliate for 
UTEP and following up with presentation submissions for the 
TCTELA conference.  Several participants pledged to be proactive 
in taking the message of TCTELA to their local affiliates and reading 
councils. Members agreed to share online articles for English in 
Texas with their colleagues and contribute articles to English in 
Texas and Texas Voices. ptmwriter@aol.com

Affiliate breakfast 2012
By P. Tim Martindell, Vice President of Membership

Publication: English in Texas, Volume 42.2 (Fall/Winter 2012)

Theme: Informational Texts of the 21st Century

Deadline: September 1, 2012

Call for Manuscripts: Informational Texts of the 21st Century, Call for Submissions: Because the majority of the sources on the Internet are expository, 
it appears that the 21stCentury student has the opportunity to be engaged in the reading and writing of informational and nonfiction texts much more often 
than students of the past (Kamil & Lane, 1998). However, exposure to these types of texts and the ability to understand them and write them may very well 
be at different ends of the spectrum. Does ease of access to these text resources equal ease of understanding them? What do our students know about reading 
and writing informational and nonfiction texts? Think about ways that you have increased classroom instruction on the reading and writing of 21st-century 
informational and nonfiction texts. How do you define informational and nonfiction texts? Are they the same? What instructional methods and activities have 
been most effective in teaching your students to successfully navigate and evaluate these texts? How can teachers effectively link the academics of the classroom 
with the texts of the Internet? What are both digital and non-digital informational and nonfiction text resources that you have used in your classroom?

Call for Student Writing: Informational Texts of the 21st Century, Call for Student Submissions: Share some of your favorite Internet-based informational 
and nonfiction texts and/or topics. Why do you read and/or write about these texts? How do they inform your life in a way that is different from a fictional text?
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Thank you to those of you who participated in the TCTELA 2nd 
Annual Advocacy Day on March 21st. If you contacted a legislator 
that day (or even after that day), please send an email to Valerie 
Taylor at vfstaylor@sbcglobal.net to report on which legislator you 
contacted and the reception you obtained. We would like to send 
some thank you notes to those legislators from our organization. 

I also want to thank Sheila Richburg, Chair of the Legislative Action 
Committee, for attending the NCTE Advocacy Day in Washington, 
D.C. on April 19th. 

Both of these days are important for our organization because 
they allow for a formal opportunity to let our legislators know 
that we are interested in their work and how it affects us and our 
students. The advocacy days also provide an opportunity to share 
information about our organizations with legislators and how we 
might be of use to them as they make decisions that affect education 
in our state and in our country.

If you were unable to participate on either of these official days, 
please know that you can still use the documents on the web site as a 
guide when contacting your legislator at any time. Maybe if you have 
a little more time in the summer, you can call for an appointment to 
visit in person or send an email. Many of our current legislators are 
seeking reelection currently, and this would be a good time to ask for 
their help in supporting education.

NCTE Tidbits
Visit the NCTE web page http://www.ncte.org/action/alerts 

for information about contacting your national legislators on the 
following issues:

Teacher Evaluation•	

Formative Assessment•	

Humanities•	

Pell Grants and Stafford Loans•	

Comprehensive Literacy Learning•	

Although the page says to do this by April 20th, you can still email 
or call about these issues. The web site contains contact information 
and information about what to include in a letter about each issue.

NCTE President Keith Gilyard recently published some comments 
on the NCTE website about advocacy, teacher evaluation, high-
stakes testing, and membership. Please take a few minutes to read 
his remarks at: http://www.ncte.org/governance/gilyard4-30-12.

Also, take a few minutes to read the NCTE 2012 Legislative 
Platform which begins, “Literacy education is a civil right and 
a civic responsibility that is integral to building our nation’s 
capacity for innovation, economic success, and global leadership. 
Consequently, we are collectively responsible for providing optimal 
conditions for literacy learning in our education system. Under 
such conditions, not only will our schools become richer learning 
environments, teachers accomplished professionals, and students 
engaged learners—our communities will re-discover the initiative to 
overcome poverty, inequity, and economic stagnation. By investing 
in the conditions for enhanced learning, we secure our collective 
future.” You can find the full platform at http://www.ncte.org/
positions/statements/2012legisplatform. vfstaylor@sbcglobal.net

Advocacy update
By Valerie Taylor, SLATE Representative 

TCTELA seeks feedback 
for strategic plan makeover
By Kay Shurtleff, President-elect

As a non-profit organization with elected officers, TCTELA 
revisits its strategic plan about every three years. This year, the plan 
is up for review, and the TCTELA Board solicits feedback from the 
membership and from the community regarding the direction of 
the organization. 

What is a strategic plan? John Bryson, considered an expert 
on the process, defines it as, “a disciplined effort to produce 
fundamental decisions and actions shaping the nature and direction 
of an organization’s (or other entity’s) activities within legal bounds” 
(Bryson, 1995). In short, a strategic plan is an organization’s goals for 
its future and the path it plans to take to achieve those goals. Strategic 
plans are the result of communication and a shared vision.

In 2009, the TCTELA Board identified three goals for the 
organization. For each goal, the Board wrote Objectives and Action 
Steps needed to accomplish the goal. The goals used to drive the 
2009 strategic plan were these:

Goal 1: TCTELA will develop a network of professionals.
Goal 2: TCTELA will provide research-based professional 
development for educators.
Goal 3: TCTELA will enhance public understanding of the 
connection between teacher knowledge and student learning.

A quick perusal of the plan (posted online at http://www.tctela.
org/strategic-plan/) reveals that the organization has moved in the 
direction outlined by the plan. 

What is ahead for TCTELA? The Board would like to involve 
multiple stakeholders in that decision: the membership, education 
professionals outside the language arts community, and the business 
community. Why ask for input from non-educators? As Amy Blakely, 
Executive Director for TCTELA since 2002, said, “When we don’t 
continually take a look outside our organization, we’re behind.” 

What can members do? The board is actively seeking feedback 
from outside the organization and asks the membership to become 
involved. First, review the current strategic plan posted at http://www.
tctela.org/strategic-plan/. The summary link provides a thorough 
“big picture” look at the plan, but members are also welcome to 
review the entire plan. Then, e-mail ideas and suggestions for the 
organization as a whole to kay@tctela.org. The Board offers the 
following as guiding questions, but members should feel free to add 
any other comments. 

What overarching goal(s) should be set by TCTELA as an •	
organization?

In what way(s) could TCTELA further support English language •	
arts and reading educators across the state?

The TCTELA Board sincerely hopes the membership will 
thoughtfully communicate its wishes and vision for our organization 
as we move forward.

Please send all responses by June 1 to kay@tctela.org.

References
John M. Bryson, Strategic Planning for Public and Nonprofit Organizations: A Guide 
to Strengthening and Sustaining Organizational Achievement, rev. ed. (San Francisco:  
Jossey-Bass, 1995).  
http://www.tctela.org/strategic-plan/

http://www.tctela.org/strategic-plan/
http://www.tctela.org/strategic-plan/
http://www.tctela.org/strategic-plan/
http://www.tctela.org/strategic-plan/
http://www.tctela.org/strategic-plan/
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/2012legisplatform
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/2012legisplatform
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Professional development is part of every educator’s world, and 
needs of teachers differ depending on their positions. Very seldom 
will you find a professional development opportunity that fits 
the needs of kindergarten teachers as well as high school English 
teachers, but there are some exceptions.

The Central Texas Writing Project, located at Texas State 
University at San Marcos, and Eanes ISD created the Genre Centered 
Writing Institute. The Institute was facilitated by Valerie Taylor and 
Amanda O’Daniel. Teachers from elementary and secondary levels 
met for three days last summer and eight days during the school 
year. They participated in book studies and a poetry study, wrote 
together, created lesson demonstrations to share with each other, 
and published a personal and a professional piece of writing.

One of the books the elementary teachers studied was Katie 
Wood Ray’s Study Driven: A Framework for Planning Units of Study 
in the Writing Workshop (2006). Two participants, kindergarten 
teacher Erin Worley and fifth grade teacher Ki-Mi Fields, worked 
together to present how they planned a poetry unit of study in 
their respective classrooms. 

Erin’s kindergarteners loved the unit right from the beginning. 
They enjoyed the funny poems she read to them. The unit lasted 
several weeks. By the end of the unit of study, each student had 
written several poems including limericks, haikus, acrostic poems 
using each student’s name, and free form. 

Erin said, “The Haiku writing was fun because the kids were 
picking topics that were special and unique to them and were 
creating poems using their own words. It was not a fast process 
since I had to work individually with each student, but they turned 
out wonderful. The kids clapped out syllables and put their Haiku 
poems together. I had the class use the Pic-Lit program to find 

photographs that matched their poem. They typed their Haiku 
poems onto the photograph and then I posted their poetry in our 
class blog.” Her students write poetry weekly, and, in the words of 
one of the children know that, “Poetry is so easy!”

Ki-Mi’s fifth graders weren’t quite as enthusiastic at the beginning 
of their poetry unit of study. She said when she introduced that 
they were going to study poetry most of her students replied “Ugh!! 
I hate poetry!!” She asked them to give it a chance and at the end 
of their study, they would have a different perspective. Each of her 
students created their own poetry book, several of them entered 
poetry contests, and each class created a Photo Story with a voice 
thread expressing “what does poetry mean to me?” They celebrated 
their new perspective about poetry with their parents at their 
Poetry Presentation in May. Ki-Mi said, “In the end, they all shared 
how they love poetry and prefer it to writing essays.”

Toward the end of their units, Erin and Ki-Mi brought their 
classes together to share and learn from each other. The fifth 
graders read to the kindergarteners, and the kindergarteners read 
their work to their fifth grade buddies.

Erin and Ki-Mi not only shared what they learned in their 
workshop with their students, but also grew as professionals as a 
result. Ki-Mi commented, “My students were engaged and enjoyed 
what I brought to class from the writing institute.” Erin said, “My 
students really responded to everything I did with them this year 
and that was exciting and motivating.”

These teachers showed their colleagues how children just 
beginning their elementary education and those about to begin 
their secondary education benefited from their teachers’ continued 
learning and from each other. mchatterjee@eanesisd.net

When compiling a list of recommended books for elementary 
readers, it is best to go to the readers themselves. Included in this 
list are titles that are coveted, passed around, read, and reread time 
and again in my classroom. Students start sign-up sheets for the 
books, draw sticks to see who will get them next, or buzz about 
them in excited whispers. I know a book is popular if it isn’t on 
the shelf. These books are always in the hands of readers. 

The One and Only Ivan1.  by Katherine Applegate  
A novel in verse, this is the story of a silverback, a stray dog, 
and an elephant whose lives change forever when they make 
a new friend. When asked what she loved about The One and 

Only Ivan, one of my students said, “Everything!” It’s our 
spring favorite. 

Warriors or Seekers 2. series by Erin Hunter  
Whether your students love cats (Warriors) or bears (Seekers), 
these nature sagas from the animal world will engage readers 
with their amazing storylines. Once a reader gets hooked on 
the first one, he/she continues to read the others. 

Wonderstruck3.  by Brian Selznick  
This is a beautiful, brilliant book filled with a suspenseful 
story and amazing illustrations. As one of my students said, 
“It’s about two stories that come together perfectly.” It’s also 
on the Texas Bluebonnet Award 2012-2013 Master List. 

National writing projects: Professional 
development that meets many needs
By Marge Chatterjee, Early Childhood Committee Chair 

Books for young readers
By Cynthia Alaniz, Recording Secretary 

continued page 10
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If you are looking for fresh, innovative ideas for your classroom 
for the upcoming school year, stop searching. English in Texas, 
TCTELA’s award-winning journal, has what you seek. In addition 
to practical articles, the journal boasts columns about technology 
innovations, books that should be on our must-read list, examples 
of student writing to inspire us and legislative issues that inform our 
classroom practices. 

Rather than belabor the structure of the journal with detailed 
descriptions of content, a more persuasive method of drawing 
readers to future issues of the journal might be to share an anecdote 
or two about the role the journal plays in affecting my classroom 
change. 

As a co-editor of the journal, I have the pleasure of having 
thorough knowledge of each piece. And, a pleasure it is indeed, with 
each issue revealing many fantastic ideas for my own teaching and 
learning. 

One of the most immediate changes that I make in my classroom 
after reading each issue is usually born from the “Text of Note” or 
“Book Reviews” columns. These columns give me great texts to 
consider and ideas about how these texts can be incorporated into 
classroom learning. 

In the Fall/Winter 2011 issue, Teri Lesesne wrote the “Text of 
Note” column about a beautiful book by Patrick Ness entitled A 
Monster Calls. I was hooked by Lesesne’s first line in the column. 
“Some books haunt me long after the final page is turned, beyond 
when I blog about the book and my response to it, past handing the 

book to a new reader” (Lesesne, 2011, p. 20). I had finished reading 
the book long before the issue ever went to print and was definitely 
“haunted” by the theme of this story.  

The introduction of the book into my Spring 2012 children’s 
and young adult literature course at the University of Houston-
Downtown was a success. So many students responded powerfully 
to this compelling book about a boy’s struggle to come to terms with 
his mother’s impending death. Students cried during our literature 
discussion groups, as they too remembered grappling with the death 
of a loved one. They fought to make sense of the purpose of the 
monster, even after they left the group discussions. One student 
wrote in a reflection that “…Conor created the monster because he 
felt like he had no one else to talk to and understand what he was 
going through, and the monster in a way was [a]friend to him.  The 
monster helped him finally speak the truth.” The intensity of the 
responses of my students was greatly due in part to the power of 
this beautiful piece of literature, a piece of literature that I may have 
never discovered were it not for English in Texas.

If you have not read an issue lately, then now is the time to add 
something fresh and new to your teaching. Our next issue “Nurturing 
Lifelong Learning” will be ready in August, just in time for the new 
school year. So, devour the issue, find something new that will work 
with your students, and then share your story and the journal with 
colleagues. In fact, the editors of English in Texas would love to hear 
your stories as well (pinkertonk@uhd.edu). Let your anecdote bring 
English in Texas and TCTELA to your campus and beyond. 

Recently, I was able to attend the TCTELA 
conference in San Antonio as a student 
volunteer. The weekend was composed 
of enjoying presenters and volunteering. 
My first day was spent enjoying many 
presentations and interacting with veterans 
of TCTELA. These interactions provided 
priceless information that could not be 
found in education text books. Teachers 
had no problem sharing tips, tricks and 
advice for the classroom. My second day 
at the conference was spent volunteering; 
this meant running errands, collecting 
evaluations for presentations, and helping 
in any way I could.  

I was welcomed with open arms as 
a volunteer and as a participant of the 
conference. The conference as a whole is 
an encouraging event for anyone involved. 
Through the conference, I realized that 
TCTELA is an organization that is changing, 

changing to embrace the evolving student 
and classroom.

Through volunteering at the conference, 
I was chosen to become the chair of the 
pre-service teacher committee. This is the 
inaugural year of this committee in TCTELA, 
and we at TCTELA have great aspirations 
for our current and future members. There 
are many ways for current and future 
members to become involved. Perhaps 
the quickest way is through our website 
at http://www.tctela.org/. The website 
provides an avenue for people to familiarize 
themselves with TCTELA and become a 
member. When visiting the website, you 
will find information regarding upcoming 
events as well as contact information for 
board members and committee chairs. If 
you are interested in joining a committee, 
please contact the chairperson. Members 
are encouraged to join the many different 
committees TCTELA has to offer. 

I learned from a young age that questions 
are a sign of learning, and my experience 
at the conference was no different. The 
questions I asked provided invaluable 
information from each individual teacher. 
Every teacher, whether pre-service or 
master teacher should continue learning 
throughout their career- questioning 
methods, going to staff development, 
reading professional literature. Topics such 
as classroom management, lesson plans, 
testing, literature, and many other issues 
are constantly evolving, and teachers should 
have many tools in their toolbox. Many 
times these issues are content specific and 
may not be developed solely from education 
classes. The best way to address these issues 
is through experience. Where do pre-
service teachers find experience? They find 
it networking with veteran English teachers 
who seek to perfect the art of teaching. 

Put English in Texas to use in your classroom
By Kim Pinkerton, Co-editor, English in Texas

A new member’s experience with TCTELA 
By Tim Maskill, Pre-Service Teacher Committee (Ad Hoc) Chair

continued page 9
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As a member, you will be able to email and 
ask questions, but to truly enhance your 
experience with TCTELA, I encourage you 
to register for the conference. The valuable 
time you will spend amongst in-service 
teachers-whether interacting with teachers 
at the conference or attending fantastic 
sessions-is vital to answering your own 
questions and developing your professional 
career. So, check out TCTELA, become 
a member, familiarize yourself with the 
website, join a committee if you can, and 
register for the conference

The conference is an empowering event, 
and we encourage all members to come 
and enjoy some amazing presentations and 
keynote speakers. If you are a pre-service 
teacher who may need financial assistance, 
we are currently in the process of setting 
up scholarships for pre-service teachers 
who want attend the conference. You can 
also attend the conference for free through 
volunteering your time, just as I did. 

Your involvement with TCTELA will 
benefit you. Through volunteering, I 
was able to develop relationships with 
professionals. I was once told by one of my 
high school employers, “People will only 
pay you for what you know; sometimes 
people will pay you for who you know.” 
Your participation in TCTELA is a great 
way to market yourself to other educators. 
This will allow you the opportunity to 
establish yourself long before you take 
charge of your first classroom.

You have nothing to lose in becoming a 
free member of TCTELA. You have more to 
gain by supplementing your love, passion, 
and education with the fellowship of English 
teachers through TCTELA. I invite to you 
come and explore our website, contact us, 
and come to the conference. Through your 
involvement you be rewarded through 
relationships, knowledge, and support. 
tmask4110@gmail.com

A new member’s 
experience with 
TCTELA 
continued from page 8

The following list represents research-based practices for teachers of English Language 
Learners. Either as an ESL teacher or as a teacher in a mainstream classroom with a balance 
of ELLs and other students, we have the privilege and the responsibility of providing 
quality instruction for all students. Here are some tips for professional growth:

Network, communicate and collaborate with all individuals involved in the 1. 
education of ELLs, including the ESL teacher, regular education teacher(s), and  
GT teacher.

Participate in intensive and ongoing professional development regarding ELL 2. 
instruction.

Know who your ELLs are. This is important information at the start of the year. Also 3. 
know the level of English proficiency (based on TELPAS) for each of your ELLs.

While working with English Language Learners, there are some tips for achieving 
student success. These include:

Provide ample wait time for ELLs.1. 

Use a variety of visuals to increase comprehension2. 

Allow and encourage the use of the first language. A strong base in the first language 3. 
positively impacts second language acquisition.

If you use idioms, explain them. 4. 

Interaction is essential. Students must interact with each other and use academic 5. 
language for authentic purposes.

SWIRL! Use of language by speaking and writing integrated with reading and 6. 
listening is essential for ELLs.

Finally and most importantly, maintain high expectations for your ELLs! Provide a 7. 
balance of scaffolding and accountability while maintaining rigor.

emanderson@txwes.edu

In 2011-2012, the technology committee focused on the importance of staff development 
in ensuring that teachers are able to integrate technology into meaningful and purposeful 
lessons in their classrooms. The committee advocates for staff development sessions that 
are both content specific for ELAR classrooms and hands-on to allow participants to 
utilize the applications they are learning about. In line with our focus, lesson ideas that 
incorporate technology have been and will continue to be showcased in English in Texas 
in the technology column. In addition, this year at the conference, we offered “Bring Your 
Own Laptop” sessions with available WiFi during multiple concurrent conference sessions. 
Response to these sessions was positive, and our goal for the coming year is to increase 
the number of “BYOL” sessions offered. In addition, we plan to explore the possibility of 
a dedicated technology room for next year’s conference. To help fulfill this goal, we ask 
that members who are willing to share successful technology-based lessons submit session 
proposals for the 2013 conference. Questions about sessions or joining the technology 
committee can be sent to Arden McLean, committee chair, at arden.mclean@nisd.net. 

10 tips for the instruction of 
English Language Learners
By Elsa Anderson, ESL Awareness Committee Chair

Notes from the Technology 
Committee
By Arden McLean, Technology Committee Chair
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Books for young readers 
continued from page 5

Fake Mustache4.  by Tom Angleberger  
In this crazy and wild adventure, Lenny must stop his best 
friend Casper—an evil genius—from running for president 
and taking over the world. Angleberger is also the author of 
the hugely popular Origami Yoda series. Horton Halfpott, a 
middle grade mystery, is also popular with young readers.

Babymouse5.  by Jennifer Holm and Matthew Holm  
In this graphic novel, Babymouse reads books and eats 
cupcakes. She is a perennial favorite among students. 

Fangbone: Third Grade Barbarian6.  by Michael Rex  
A barbarian warrior from another world visits a 3rd grade 
classroom. He’s charged with keeping the evil villain 
Venomous Drool from taking a deadly weapon. Soon his 
third grade classmates help him in his quest. These books 
are funny graphic novels with a lot of action! 

Big Nate7.  series by Lincoln Peirce  
Every day, someone in my classroom is reading these books. 
Written in prose and cartoons, these books tell the story of 
Nate, a 6th grader, who is always getting in trouble with his 
teachers. My students laugh out loud with these books. 

The Kane Chronicles8.  series by Rick Riordan 

Heroes of Olympus 9. series by Rick Riordan  
Riordan’s books consistently engage readers with their 
exciting storyline that include Greek mythology (Heroes of 
Olympus) and Egyptian mythology (Kane Chronicles). My 
students are oblivious to anything else when reading these 
books. 

Lunch Lady10.  series by Jarrett Krosoczka  
This lunch lady fights crime from the cafeteria with the help 
of her sidekick Betty. Readers find these books enjoyable 
and finish them very quickly. 

At first, I was recommending books to my students. As a 
voracious reader, I am ready with suggested book titles at a 
moment’s notice. However, I found that the books I loved 
weren’t always their favorites. While my students do come to 
me for recommendations, they also seek the suggestions of their 
classmates. They often have title suggestions for me as well. In a 
community of readers, it’s what readers do! 
calaniz@coppellisd.com

Josh Billings said, “Time is like money; the less we have of it to spare 
the further we make it go.” Teachers are masters of making the most 
of their time off from school. After the professional development 
is completed, the house is cleaned and the kids are shipped off to 
summer camp, it’s important to take time for you. Teachers give 
their time unselfishly to their students, the activities they sponsor, 
the teams they coach, and the community in which they serve. The 
two months off during the summer is well-deserved.

Although teachers read all the time, the summer is a great time 
to read something fun for the brain. As Mary Wortley Montagu 
said, “No entertainment is so cheap as reading, nor any pleasure so 
lasting.” The New York Times has listed the following the top ten 
fiction books which are available in print or E-book:

Fifty Shades of Grey by E. L. James1. 
Fifty Shades Darker by E. L. James2. 
Calico Joe by John Grishman3. 
Fifty Shades Freed by E. L. James4. 
The Lucky One by Nicholas Sparks5. 
Guilty Wives by James Patterson and David Ellis6. 
On the Island by Tracey Garvis-Graves7. 
A Game of Thrones by George R. R. Martin8. 
Come Home by Lisa Scottoline9. 
The Marriage Bargain by Jennifer Probst10. 

If nonfiction is what you consider brain candy, check out this list 
of top ten (print or E-book):

A Night to Remember by Walter Lord1. 

Drift by Rachel Maddow2. 

Mrs. Kennedy and Me by Clint Hill3. 

Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo4. 

The Big Miss by Hank Haney5. 

The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg6. 

Imagine by Jonah Lehrer7. 

Drop Dead Healthy by A. J. Jacobs8. 

Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson9. 

Lifeboat No. 8 by Elizabeth Kaye10. 

As the summer draws to a close, teachers begin thinking again 
about the new school year. What changes in curriculum will be 
made? What will the new class of students be like? The large class 
sizes, the multiple preps, and the demands teachers see every day 
can now be faced with a fresh start. Mahatma Gandhi said, “Every 
living faith must have within itself the power of rejuvenation if it 
is to live.” Teachers have faith. They have faith in their students. 
They have faith in education. They have faith in their colleagues.  
Take the time that you’ve earned to relax, read and rejuvenate. 
marthamedlock@austin.rr.com

Time to read, relax, and rejuvenate
By Martha Medlock, Past President
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Reluctant readers getting you down? If you can’t beat 
them, join them
continued from page 1

The House of the Scorpion2.  by Susan Farmer – boys love this one

Hello, Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle3.  by Betty MacDonald – even an 
18-year-old boy will stop fighting you to remember what it 
was like to have grandma read to him again, just like my own 
did with this one

Unwind4.  by Neil Schusterman – we used this as a class novel, and 
it really sparks lots of discussion about the rights of teenagers

Ender’s Game5.  by Orson Scott Card – also used as a class novel, 
often not returned, and frequently encourages non-readers to 
read the entire series

The Hunger Games6.  by Suzanne Collins – this book appeals to 
both boys and girls from 6-12 grade. 

Different Seasons7.  by Stephen King – the book contains the 
short stories “The Body” (Stand by Me), “Apt Pupil,” and “Rita 
Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemption” 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School8.  by Louis Sachar – no one 
ever tires of reading these, no matter his or her age, and they 
will read more by Louis Sachar after this one, just like we did

The Mortal Instruments Series9.  by Cassandra Clare – City of 
Ashes, City of Bones, City of Glass and City of Fallen Angels-the 
language and characters are so vivid that most students who 
pick one of these up ends up reading the entire series

Tuesdays with Morrie10.  by Mitch Albom – almost every child 
required to read this for their summer reading, read this 
without help, and some went on to read more by Albom; In at 
least five cases, the parents read with the child and emailed me 
during summer vacation about their reading experience and 
how Morrie’s story touched them! 

Some books I recommend or direct reluctant readers towards 
are because they kept me reading as a child, because the particular 
book is something other teens recommend, because the book is 
funny or silly or innocent, because kids are pitted against adults and 
young people’s rights are a part of the story, and most importantly, 
because the text is meaningful. No matter how much students deny 
or protest reading’s importance, young people are searching for 
significance and meaning in a very turbulent world. Sometimes 
they don’t just want to escape – they want to know or experience 
that their voices matter, that their thoughts matter, and that they 
are not invisible and that they matter. 

So throw yourself into the fight against readicide, against the 
reluctant reader’s hazy slumber in your classroom because they 
will always try to ignore you. Challenge your campus to include 
books that have been known to pull in these readers. Work with 
your librarians to spotlight fantastic young adult literature. Set 

up a made into movie display on your campus for books because 
if students knew the films were based on books, they might read 
more! Stock your classroom with books you loved as a child and a 
young reader, with graphic novels and comic books, and with non-
fiction that highlights the meaningful true stories of people whose 
struggle inspires survival, bravery, and compassion. 

If you can’t beat them, join them. Read with them. Allow e-readers 
and audio readings of novels when you read as a class. Pull in 
digital versions of texts and online articles about new authors to 
engage them. Demonstrate digital literacy as the way forward, but 
still cheap holiday that is afforded by the escape into these literary 
worlds, where kids still cry until they flood their town, where no 
one ever gets tired of hearing Johnny say “Stay gold, Ponboy,” and 
where even a dying, old man can still make us laugh and cry at the 
same time. 

Sometimes we cut our losses and put things on the shelf that 
we may not feel have great literary merit but will cause a student 
who hates to read become a reader. So put the Bella/Edward/Jacob 
triangle next to Harry Potter and Valdemort, because whether you 
like those stories or not, kids will read them, and isn’t that what we 
want? It’s about finding the right book for the right reader. 

A good classroom library is never complete. It is a constant, 
evolving library that is stocked full of contemporary and 
classic literature that will grab even the most reluctant reader. 
fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com
References
Gallagher, K. (2009). Readicide: How schools are killing reading and what you can do 
about it. Portland: Stenhouse Publishers.

Concho Valley
Teachers of English

3rd Annual
Summer Conference

Date: July 23rd
Location: ESC Region 15 in San Angelo
Contact: jennifer.lilly@scisd.net
Register: http://mis.netxv.net/CatWksp.asp?type=subject
&Subject=Language+Arts&Wksp_Num=011503

TCTELA members in the area are invited to attend and be 
inspired to transform their language arts classroom next year 
by incorporating flash fiction, elementary expository writing, 
digital portfolios, and project-based learning.  Molly Adams, 
recognized as the 2012 TCTELA Secondary ELA Teacher of 
the Year, will be the featured presenter this year with her 
session on project-based learning.

http://mis.netxv.net/CatWksp.asp?type=subject&Subject=Language+Arts&Wksp_Num=011503
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Caney Creek High School, Conroe
Stephanie Franklin

Cistercian Prep School, Irving
Jess Clay

Clear Brook High School, Friendswood
Rishi Suresh

C.T. Johnson High School, San Antonio
Aleena Karediya

Hebron High School, Carrollton
Thomas McCarthy

Memorial High School, Houston
Cameron Meyer
Cassidy Schap

Plano Senior High School, Plano
Christina Qiu

Robert E. Lee High School, San Antonio
Allison Gillespie

Ronald Reagan High School, San Antonio
Ariana Ehuan

The Hockaday School, Dallas
Elizabeth Vamos

Trinity Valley School, Fort Worth
Alyson Perkins

Westlake High School, Austin
Nadia Senter
Landon Hegedus
Spencer Flynn

Winston Churchill High School, San Antonio
Sarah Reeves

http://www.ncte.org
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Jackson Middle School, San Antonio 
Laura Brown 
Chiara Pride

Keystone School, San Antonio 
Katherine Mansfield 

http://www.ncte.org
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HIGHEST AWARD 
North East School of the Arts, 1400 Jackson Keller Rd., San Antonio, 78213 
        The Mad Ones 
        Miranda Gutierrez, Nicol Hurst, Student Editors 
        Amy Stengel, Faculty Advisor ($12.00) 
 
The John Cooper School, 1 John Cooper Dr., The Woodlands, 77381 
        Inkblots 
        Christina Bray, Farah Patel, Vicky Rodriguez, Student Editors 
        Peter Elliott, Adam Valenstein, Faculty Advisors ($15.00) 
 
Trinity High School, 500 N. Industrial Blvd., Euless, 76039 
        Labyrinth 
        Toni Taturevich, Student Editor 
        Melissa Mieyr, Marylin Nease, Faculty Advisors ($10.00) 
 
SUPERIOR—NOMINATED FOR HIGHEST AWARD  
Abilene High School, 2800 N. 6th St., Abilene, 79603 
        Gallimaufry 
        Astrid Frazier, Cristi McCoy, Morgan Page, Student Editors 
        Seth Pace, Faculty Advisor ($3.00) 
 
Episcopal High School, 4650 Bissonnet St., Bellaire, 77401 
        Light and Shadow 
        Greg Adesida, Jarrick Battle, Sirius Berwanger, Amy Brlansky, Avery Cordray, Jack Crawford,  
        Lauren Graham, Daniel Harrison, Brooks Leavell, Richie Ledo, Philip Letsou, Jessica Oakley,    
        Kate Sanford, Laura Stacy, Margaret Warmington, Julie Weamann, Student Editors 
        Mary Saunders Dawson, Faculty Advisor  
 
Westwood High School, 12400 Mellow Meadow Dr., Austin, 78750 
        Frontage Roads  
        Naoko Takeuchi, Ben Koons, Student Editors 
        F. J. Schaack, Faculty Advisor ($10.00) 
 
SUPERIOR 
Churchill High School, 12049 Blanco Rd., San Antonio, 78216 
        Savrola 
        Dylan Verdi, Student Editor 
        Benny Del Castillo, Faculty Advisor ($10.00) 
 
Cypress Creek High School, 9815 Grant Rd., Houston, 77070-4599 
        Graffiti 
        Tammy Pham, Student Editor 
        Leslie Laird, Faculty Advisor ($8.00) 

http://www.ncte.org

