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On July 15th, representatives of statewide literacy groups, 
including TCTELA, as well as the Texas Association of School 
Administrators testified at the State Board of Education (SBOE) 
meeting to recommend a framework for the revision of the English 
Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) and Spanish Language Arts and 
Reading (SLAR) TEKS. 

The revision process began in the spring of 2015 with the SBOE’s 
recommendations for the Expert Review Committee and for 
members of the Revision Writing Teams. At that time, the SBOE also 
asked that the group of statewide literacy organizations recommend 
a framework for this revision process. During the testimony in 
July, the SBOE asked questions about the reasoning behind the 

A report on the TEKS 
revision process
By Valerie Taylor, Co-Editor, English in Texas

Change your game with the WeAreTeachers blog.  
Start with this post on Anchor Charts  
http://www.weareteachers.com/blogs/post/2014/09/08/25-awesome-
anchor-charts-for-teaching-writing

Nominate yourself for a TCTELA board position or your colleagues for 
an award!   http://www.tctela.org/nominations
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For your TCTELA board, August brings excitement. We see 
school starting all over the state of Texas and budgets being 
developed for the upcoming year. Since timing is everything, 
teachers should begin talking to administrators about attending 
the TCTELA Conference held in January right now. The likelihood 
of funds being earmarked for attendance increases when teachers 
plan ahead with their district’s budget in mind.

One item that will be discussed throughout the next year is the 
revision of the ELA/R and SLA/R TEKS. TCTELA is excited to be 
a critical partner in this endeavor. The TCTELA budget has been 
affected somewhat by this activity. The TCTELA Board voted 
to allocate funds to a research study conducted by Texas A & M 
University. Many TCTELA members participated in the study 
by completing a survey pertaining to the ELA/R TEKS while a 
smaller group participated in a phone interview conducted by the 
researchers. 

How did this affect the TCTELA budget? Rather than sending 
up to nine TCTELA Board members to the NCTE Convention this 

November, we voted to send only three Board members in order 
to contract with Texas A & M University to conduct the study. We 
believe that the data gleaned from the study will greatly benefit our 
membership and the students and teachers of Texas. 

The other item affecting teachers as they budget for the TCTELA 
Conference in January is the reality that food costs in conference 
hotels continue to rise. While we have experienced  an increase in the 
cost of our luncheons, the quality of the luncheon speakers (Sonia 
Nazario, author of Enrique’s Journey, and Jacqueline Woodson, 
author of Brown Girl Dreaming) and the professional development 
to be gained at these events balance the cost factor. If unfamiliar 
with either of these author’s works, teachers should check out their 
respective web sites prior to talking to administration personnel 
about attending the conference to gain persuasive talking points 
of the benefits of this particular conference.

Best wishes for a wonderful school year of learning and 
growing, and get those registration forms in as soon as possible! 
katgonmom@gmail.com 

Minding the money: Musings from your Executive Secretary
By Katrina Gonzales, Executive Secretary

http://www.weareteachers.com/blogs/post/2014/09/08/25-awesome-anchor-charts-for-teaching-writing
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framework, including wanting to understand how to reduce the number of TEKS, how to 
keep a focus on phonics, and how to recognize the recursive nature of ELAR/SLAR without  
being redundant. 

At the end of the testimony, the SBOE stated that they recommended the Texas Education 
Agency (TEA) share the recommended framework with the Expert Reviewers for their 
feedback in addition to their reports reviewing the current ELAR/SLAR TEKS. At the present 
time, the writing teams have been named and TEA has given these grade band teams (K-2, 3-5, 
6-8, and 9-12) information about their upcoming tasks. The work of the committees will begin 
in the fall. In addition, the SBOE has asked that the literacy groups make recommendations 
about sub-strands within the recommended framework.  vfstaylor@sbcglobal.net

NOTE: The literacy organizations include the Coalition of Reading and English Supervisors of Texas 
(CREST), the National Writing Projects of Texas (NWPT), the Texas Association of Bilingual Education 
(TABE), the Texas Association for the Improvement of Reading (TAIR), the Texas Association of Literacy 
Educators (TALE), and the Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts (TCTELA). 

A report on the TEKS revision process
continued from page 1
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 Change is not always easy, but  
 we can do this!
 By Cindy Benge, President

It is hard to believe that summer has 
passed so quickly and another school year is 
about to begin!

As you have turned your attentions to your 
summer activities—summer school, staff 
development, vacation, preparation for next 
year—your TCTELA board and committee 
members have been hard at work representing 
you as the State Board of Education (SBOE) 
continues preparations for the next ELA/R 
TEKS revision. TCTELA, along with 
several other literacy and administrative 
organizations around the state, have worked 
steadily to provide support to SBOE members 
in the process. Board member, Valerie Taylor, 
along with several other representatives from 
literacy organizations across the state, testified 
at the July SBOE meeting in order to advocate 
for a greater integration and streamlining of 
the TEKS.

To further inform that process, we 
commissioned a teacher survey in the spring 
to gather information about teachers’ attitudes 
and beliefs surrounding the current TEKS so 
that TEKS reviewers and writing teams might 
use the information in the revision process. 
We are currently planning the dissemination 
of the preliminary data, collected and 

analyzed by a team of researchers at Texas 
A&M University, so keep your eyes peeled on 
your inboxes.

I also encourage you to follow along with 
the revision process as it unfolds. You can 
view the list of review committees and the 
names and comments of the expert reviewers 
on the TEA website at http://tea.texas.gov/
Curriculum_and_Instructional_Programs/
Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_
Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_
Review/English_Language_Arts_and_
Reading_TEKS/

After reading the comments of the expert 
reviewers, contact your SBOE representative 
with your comments, concerns, and questions 
about the process.

I close with a reminder of the exciting 
speaker lineup for the 2016 conference in 
Austin, which includes Pulitzer Prize winner 
Sonia Nazario and National Book Award 
winner Jacqueline Woodson. We have 
also extended the deadline for submitting 
proposals for concurrent sessions, so do not 
forget to visit the TCTELA website and submit 
your proposal today. January will be here 
before you know it, so make your plans now 
to attend! clbenge@comcast.net
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Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts 
51ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXPOSITION

Renaissance Hotel • 9721 Arboretum Blvd., Austin, TX 78759

Visit tctela.org to book your hotel room. TCTELA Annual Conference 
sleeping room discount is available on a limited basis until December 
18, 2015.

TCTELA MEMBERSHIP

Membership must be active at the time of registration and at the 
conference to receive the member rate. Membership is active for 12 
months from the date of joining or renewing.

REGISTRANT INFORMATION

Terms and Conditions: Refunds before 12/18/15 will be processed 
with a $50 cancellation/name change fee and no refunds will 
be provided after that date. Incomplete registrations will not be 
processed. Payment is required by the first day of the conference. 

Registrants are responsible for submitting invoice to institution 
before the event.

Registration is also available online at tctela.org. 
I am registering as a: 

 Current Member      Non-Member      Student, Parent, or Retired 
* Membership must be current at the time of the conference.  

Name: _____________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________

Phone (H): ___________________ (W): ___________________

District Name / ESC / Institution:_________________________

School Campus:_____________________________________

Email (H): __________________(W): ____________________

Email address must be unique for each registration form. All 
confirmation information will arrive by email.

 Elementary    Middle   High   College   Administration

 Please check if you require specific aids or services under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in order to participate in this 
conference.

Submit separate forms for each registration.  
Check amount can be combined for multiple registations.

FULL CONFERENCE PACKAGE
Includes Friday through Sunday workshops, professional development 
luncheons, membership celebration and poetry reading.
Before 12/18   Current Member $295  Non-Member $345  
After 12/18   Current Member $395  Non-Member $445 
Non-Member fee also includes a professional membership for one year. 

ONE-DAY CONFERENCE PASS -  
FRIDAY, SATURDAY OR SUNDAY
Professional development luncheons are not included.

Select one day   Friday Pass                   Saturday Pass 
Before 12/18      Current Member $160        Non-Member $210 ❑

After 12/18         Current Member $260        Non-Member $310 
         Sunday Pass 
Before 12/18      Current Member $85          Non-Member $135 
After 12/18         Current Member $185 ❑   Non-Member $235

Non-Member fee also includes a professional membership for one year. 

THREE-DAY, A LA CARTE CONFERENCE PASS 
Professional development luncheons are not included.

Before 12/18 ❑  Current Member $230 ❑  Non-Member $280

After 12/18 ❑    Current Member $330 ❑  Non-Member $380

Non-Member fee also includes a professional membership for one year. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LUNCHEONS 
 Friday Luncheon with Sonia Nazario $45

 Saturday Luncheon with Jacqueline Woodson $45

STUDENT, PARENT OR RETIRED
Professional development luncheons are not included.

Before 12/18        Current Member $175 ❑   Non-Member $200

After 12/18           Current Member $270        Non-Member $295

Non-Member fee also includes a student/parent/retired membership for one year. 

 Printed copy of Program Book - $5 (limited availability) 
 Suggested Community Outreach Donation $1 (include in total)

Grand Total $ ____________________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION
Payment is being made by:

 Credit Card    Personal Check    Company Check    P.O. Number 

Credit Card Info:

 MasterCard      VISA      Discover

Account Number: _____________________________________________

Expiration Date: _________________ CSV Code:_________________

Cardholder Name (print): _______________________________________

Cardholder Address: ___________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________

I authorize TCTELA to charge my credit card in the amount of $ _____________

Authorized Signature: _____________________________________ 

Total amount of check or purchase order is $ ______________

Check #_________________ P.O. #_________________

Accounting department representative responsible for payment (Name): 
_______________________________________________________________

Contact email: __________________ Contact phone: ___________________

The registrant acknowledges that by knowingly submitting a fraudulent PO 
number or by not following your institution’s guidelines in obtaining a PO, the 
registrant is liable for the full amount of the registration fee.

Complete form and mail with payment by January 18, 2016 to:  
TCTELA, 919 Congress Avenue #1400, Austin, Texas, 78701.

2016 Conference:  
January 22-24



Friday Morning Workshops

TEA Updates

Real Characters: Three Children’s Book Authors (Who Are Real 

Characters Themselves) Share How They Craft Prose

Jeff Anderson, Varian Johnson & Linda Urban

Using Picture Books as Mentor Texts in the Early Childhood 

Classroom

Karin Perry

Friday Luncheon with Sonia Nazario

Sonia Nazario has 20 years of experience 

reporting and writing about social issues for U.S. 

newspapers.

She is best known for Enrique’s Journey, her story 

of a Honduran boy’s struggle to find his mother in the U.S. Published 

as a series in the Los Angeles Times, Enrique’s Journey won the 

Pulitzer Prize for feature writing in 2003. It was turned into a book by 

Random House that became a national bestseller and is now required 

reading at hundreds of high schools and colleges across the country. 

A Young Adult version of Enrique’s Journey was published in 2013 

aimed at middle schoolers and reluctant readers in high school.

Friday General Session

Linda Urban is an award-winning author of 

novels and picture books for children.  Her latest 

novel, Milo Speck, Accidental Agent was published 

in September by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. The 

Horn Book called her most recent picture book 

Little Red Henry “a laugh-out-loud riff on The Little Red Hen.”  Her novels 

have been featured on more than 25 state children’s choice award lists 

and her first picture book, Mouse Was Mad, was a finalist for the CBC 

Children’s Choice Award.  Before becoming a writer, Urban worked for 

ten years as marketing director for Vroman’s Bookstore in Pasadena, 

California.  Now she lives in Central Vermont in a red saltbox house with 

too many books.

Saturday General Session  

Varian Johnson is the author of four novels, 

including The Great Greene Heist, an ALA 

Notable Children’s Book Selection, a Kirkus 

Reviews Best Book of the Year, and a Texas 

Library Association Lone Star Reading List 

selection. His novels for older readers include Saving Maddie and My 

Life as a Rhombus. Johnson holds an MFA degree from the Vermont 

College of Fine Arts and currently lives outside of Austin, Texas, with 

his family. His newest Jackson Greene novel, To Catch a Cheat, will be 

released in spring 2016. 

Saturday Luncheon  

with Jaqueline Woodson

Jacqueline Woodson is the 2014 National 

Book Award Winner for her New York Times 

bestselling memoir, Brown Girl Dreaming. The 

author of more than two dozen books for young 

readers, she is a four-time Newbery Honor winner, a recipient of the 

NAACP Image Award, a three-time National Book Award finalist, and 

a two-time Coretta Scott King Award winner.

Woodson loves speaking to groups of all types—from students to 

educators to book lovers—and gives stirring and interactive lectures 

that explore the history and inspiration behind her books and her 

own journey to becoming an award-winning author.

Saturday Workshop  
The Dynamic Pairing of Shared Reading and Close Reading (Grades 1-5) 

Kathy Collins 

Sunday Workshops

Douglas Fisher is Professor of Educational 

Leadership at San Diego State University and 

a teacher leader at Health Sciences High & 

Middle College. He is a member of the California 

Reading Hall of Fame and is the recipient of an 

International Literacy Association Celebrate 

Literacy Award, the Farmer Writing Award from the National Council 

of Teachers of English, as well as a Christa McAuliffe award for 

excellence in teacher education. 

Kristi Mraz is an author and teacher in 

the New York City Public Schools. She is the 

coauthor, with Marjorie Martinelli, of the 

popular books Smarter Charts, and Smarter 

Charts for Math, Science and Social Studies. 

Their blog chartchums keeps teachers in touch 

with ongoing and relevant classroom issues and ways to use charts 

as a support. Her most recent book, A Mindset for Learning: Building 

Classrooms of Joyful, Independent Growth, authored with Christine 

Hertz, provides practical and powerful strategies for cultivating 

optimism, flexibility and empathy alongside traditional academic 

skills. In addition to writing and teaching, Mraz consults in schools 

across the country and as far away as Taiwan. She primarily supports 

teachers in early literacy, play and inquiry-based learning.  On the 

off chance she has free time, you’ll find her reading on a couch in 

Brooklyn with her dog and her husband. 

2016 Conference:  
January 22-24
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The optimum place to be on Saturday, January 23, 2016 will 
definitely be the TCTELA Conference & Exhibition luncheon at 
the Renaissance Austin Hotel. Just imagine, English language 
arts teachers from across Texas (and beyond) gathered together 
in a beautiful banquet hall. The excited hum of chatter about the 
previous day’s luncheon with Sonia Nazario fills the air. Those who 
have read Enrique’s Journey reflect on students they have taught 
who faced similar struggles. Those who have not read it listen 
intently and plan to begin their own journey with Enrique when 
Sunday’s workshops with Kathy Collins and Doug Fisher have 
come to a close. 

On that Saturday around noon, all eyes will be on Jacqueline 
Woodson, 2015 Coretta Scott King medalist, 2014 National Book 
Award winner, Caldecott Honor recipient, and more. Maybe 
Woodson will be talking about one of her young teen novels like 
Locomotion or Feathers. Perhaps she will share her inspiration for 
one of her young adult titles like Beneath a Meth Moon, I Hadn’t 
Meant to Tell You This, or If You Come Softly. Possibly, Woodson 
might show one of her beautiful picture books like Coming on 
Home Soon, Each Kindness, Visiting Day, or The Other Side. Maybe, 

Woodson, as she has done at many conferences before, will read. 
Her velvety voice will fill the room with the sweet sound of poetry 
about the south in Brown Girl Dreaming or prose about Queens 
in After Tupac & D Foster. Or, maybe she will impart how her own 
history has influenced who she is today with her picture book 
Show Way. Woodson may well move those listening to tears and 
stir souls to action. It is certain that her work and her life will 
prompt participants to be better teachers and people. Just imagine.  

Better yet, do more than imagine. Join the 2016 TCTELA 
Annual Conference & Exhibition in Austin on January 22-24, 2016 
(http://www.tctela.org/2016-conference). In addition to Woodson, 
Nazario, Collins, and Fisher, keynote speakers will include Linda 
Urban and Varian Johnson, and Jeff Anderson will be conducting 
a workshop. Be prepared to meet old friends and make many 
new ones while engaging in professional development at its best. 
And, if you have research or practice that you would like to share, 
consider submitting a presentation proposal for one of the many 
concurrent sessions. Conference presentation proposals are also 
still being accepted until September 1, 2015 (http://www.tctela.
org/2016-presentation-proposal-form-1). We look forward to seeing 
you there. PinkertonK@uhd.edu  

Teachers Write!, an initiative started by childrens’ and young 
adults’ authors Kate Messner, Gae Polishner, and Jen Vincent, 
finished strongly for its fourth summer. Teachers and librarians 
around the globe participated in a writing adventure lasting 
approximately one month.

Believing that teachers who teach students to write should “walk 
the walk”, these three authors along with Jo Knowles communicated 
constantly with writing participants throughout the month of July. 
Each morning an email from Kate Messner arrived. Kate cheered the 
writers on and introduced the guest author of the day.

The guest authors enticed the participants with writing exercises 
designed to build better characters, develop engaging setting, and 
other quick-write ideas to enhance the writing process. As a teacher-
writer participating in Teachers Write!, I naturally found many 
activities I can utilize in my classroom when my students arrive.

Embracing the vulnerability our students feel when writing, a 
teacher can understand the difficulty students have when sharing 
their own work. On one of the first days of the program, I received 
a notification that Jo Knowles had commented on an excerpt of my 
novel in progress, I poured another cup of coffee, folded another load 
of clothes, and filled the hummingbird feeders. Avoidance strategies 
at their finest! Finally, I willed myself to sit down at the computer and 
read her comment. 

TCTELA 2016 preview: Jacqueline Woodson & More
By Kim Pinkerton, President-elect

Walking the walk with the big dogs through 
Teachers Write!
By Katrina Gonzales, Executive Secretary

Yes, an author whose work 
I adore left that comment on 
my writing. To say this buoyed 
me throughout the month 
would be an understatement. 
And, yes, because she is Jo Knowles, one of the most gracious YA authors 
writing for our students, every entry by every teacher writer contained Jo’s 
encouragement and kindness. 

Most certainly the equivalent in our classrooms is the validation 
we give our students to continue to write from their hearts. Whether 
it is a poem, a story, or a persuasive letter, what we as teachers say to 
students during the writing process sets the stage for a productive 
year full of writing.

Hopefully, next summer, more TCTELA members will join 
Teachers Write! to emulate and experience the writing process. In the 
meantime, check out Kate Messner’s and the other authors’ sites to get 
a taste of what the teachers experienced during the summer of 2015. 
katgonmom@gmail.com

Authors’ sites:
Kate Messner: http://www.katemessner.com/teachers-write/
Jo Knowles: http://jbknowles.livejournal.com/
Gae Polishner: http://ghpolisner.blogspot.com/
JenVincent: http://www.teachmentortexts.com/#axzz2aLdRB610 

http://www.tctela.org/2016-conference
http://www.tctela.org/2016-presentation-proposal-form-1
http://www.tctela.org/2016-presentation-proposal-form-1
mailto:PinkertonK@uhd.edu
http://www.katemessner.com/teachers-write/
http://jbknowles.livejournal.com/
http://ghpolisner.blogspot.com/
http://www.teachmentortexts.com/%23axzz2aLdRB610
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This year’s NCTE annual convention will be held in Minneapolis 
on November 19-22. The featured speaker lineup includes Chelsea 
Clinton, Susan Houser, Kadir Nelson, Peter Sis, Candace Fleming, 
Marilyn Singer, Lois Lowry, Chris Crutcher, and many more well-
known authors and leaders in literacy. Workshops are spilling over 
with impactful people in the English language arts and literature field 
as well, with speakers like Matt de la Peña, Sharon Draper, Grace Lin, 
and more. The convention is sure to be informative and inspirational. 
However, if attending is not an option this year, it would be beneficial 
to take the time to peruse the long list of speakers, workshops, 
and concurrent sessions to spur some independent, professional 
development from the comforts of home.  

One featured speaker to start with is Kathy Short. Short is an 
author of many textbooks for educators, a university professor, and a 
proponent of inquiry-based learning experiences. She is the director of 
Worlds of Words, the current President of NCTE, and she was named 
the 2011 Outstanding Educator of the Language Arts by NCTE. 
Short has worked with inquiry-based curriculum and has published 
extensively on the topic. One great place to start in exploring this work 
is with the text Learning Together Through Inquiry. 

A quick read through the text will reveal the journey on which Short 
and her colleagues embarked as they worked to develop true inquiry-
based learning experiences in their classrooms. Short et al. (1996) first 
note that one interesting way to approach learning is to think about 
how people really do inquire.  What does a scientist do when she wants 
to know more about nanotechnology? What does a reader do when he 
wants to know more about a plot? Teachers have to be in tune to the 

natural way that students question. Then, teachers have to learn how 
to translate that into classroom learning experiences. Short and her 
colleagues share how they were able to do this and frankly discuss how 
they, themselves, are still learning.  

So, inquiry is more than offering activity choices based on a theme. 
It is about allowing our students to explore their own topics of interest 
and develop their own activities to further understanding.  Short et al. 
(1996) say that it is about “[moving] into an inquiry approach where 
students [pursue] topics and questions of significance to them and 
where one inquiry [flows] into the next in an endless cycle or spiral 
of learning” (location 239). Most importantly, we have to learn how 
to inspire our students to question and wonder. This is what makes 
learning matter. Short et al. (1996) purport that “curriculum is 
most powerful when teachers, with their experiences, interests, and 
knowledge (including state and district curriculum mandates), and 
students, with their experiences, interests, and knowledge, come 
together” (location 67).

If you are considering an inquiry-based learning environment, 
contemplate embarking on the endeavor with colleagues, as Short 
and her colleagues did. Use inquiry with your team to improve the 
classroom learning and to support each other during the process. 
Perhaps you and your colleagues will have your own stories to tell, just 
as Short does in her text. PinkertonK@uhd.edu

Short, K. G., Schroeder, J, Laird, J., Kauffman, G., Ferguson, M.J., 
& Crawford, K.M. (1996). Learning together through inquiry: From 
Columbus to integrated curriculum [Kindle version]. Retrieved from 
Amazon.com

NCTE 2015 preview: Kathy Short & more
By Kim Pinkerton, President-elect
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As a teenager, I loved the movie The Breakfast 
Club. I still love it today, and as an adult, I can 
appreciate its look at the different stereotypical 
clicks that exist in many schools. As I look 
back, I can see that many of my friends would 
have fit into some of those stereotypes (myself 
included - I was a total band geek!).

So when I received an ARC of Jeff Anderson’s 
debut novel, Zack Delacruz: Me and My Big Mouth, and began 
reading, it was like taking a trip back in time and seeing those clicks 
as they might exist in the middle schools of today. There was so 
much in this book that made me literally laugh out loud, and there 
were so many images I could see clearly in my mind as I read.  

For example, when the kids in the story, 6th graders, start selling 
the Nation’s Best Chocolate so that they can get into the 7th and 
8th grade dance, I was transported back to my days in middle 
and high school when we participated in different fundraisers for 
band activities. It was never my favorite thing to do, and I am sure 
my parents did more of the selling than I ever did. I was able to 
empathize with the character who ate some of the product she was 
supposed to be selling. I am SURE I have done that before!  I mean, 
who can resist the Nation’s Best Chocolate?

As I read, I could tell that Anderson understands what it is like 
to be a middle schooler, and he has a good sense of how they act 
and react to different situations. I am sure this comes from his 
many years of teaching middle school English/language arts. I am 
guessing some of his stories come from those experiences, too.

If you teach middle school, you need to read this story, and 
then you need to share it with your middle schoolers. You will 
find humor at different levels than your students or children 
do, but you will ALL find humor in it. I am excited that Jeff will 
be one of the guest authors at this year’s Tweens Read Festival  
(www.tweensread.com) on October 3, 2015, and that many students 
will get the opportunity to learn from him and talk to him. Enjoy! 
grithale@aol.com

Okay, so I have about decided that in a 
previous life, or in my next life, I was/will 
be some kind of animal expert - perhaps 
a marine biologist, an ornithologist, or 
something. I LOVE reading nonfiction 
about different animals (as evidenced by 
previous posts on books I have read!).   

This one was no different!
I learned so MUCH about octopuses that I did not know.  

The book chronicles an expedition of four researchers (plus the 
author, Sy Montgomery, and the photographer, Keith Ellenbogen) 
who meet on the island of Moorea, near Tahiti, to answer numerous 
questions they have about this amazing animal. Their goal is to 
coax the shy animals out of hiding in several locations around the 
island so that they can make some comparisons about octopus 
behavior in the slightly different environments.  

The researchers use a variety of tools to help them understand 
octopus behavior including scientific inquiry, oceanography, 
biology, and even psychology (the lead researcher is a trained 
psychologist). They even have a personality test that they administer 
to each octopus they find and then rank each animal somewhere 
on a continuum from very shy to very bold!  

Montgomery’s writing style makes a seemingly difficult 
topic readable and engaging. The book reads a bit like a story 
as it follows the group on their daily trips to find octopus 
environments.  Ellenbogen’s photography is stunning and brings 
the reader right into the octopus’ world.  This is a MUST read for 
any animal lover in your classes and would be great to share with 
your science-teacher colleagues! grithale@aol.com 

Review of Zack Delacruz:  
Me and My Big Mouth by 
Jeff Anderson
By Margaret Hale, SLATE/NCTE Liaison

Review of The Octopus 
Scientists: Exploring the 
Mind of a Mollusk
By Margaret Hale, SLATE/NCTE Liaison

Follow  
TCTELA  
on Twitter:  
@tctela Presentation Proposal:  

www.tctela.org/2016-presentation-proposal-form-1
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In recent years, schools have seen the influx of resources from 
publishers regarding the use of mentor texts in the classroom:  
Kelly Gallagher’s Write Like This, Linda Reif ’s The Writing Thief, 
Lynne Dorfman & Rose Cappelli’s Mentor Texts:  Teaching Writing 
through Children’s Literature K-6, even ASCD devoted an entire 
issue of Educational Leadership to writing and the need to build on 
published mentor texts. But what is a teacher’s next step?  

Although revisiting a mentor text from the previous grade helps 
to accomplish a variety of things, there are three key benefits that 
are at the top of any educator’s list.  First: it makes a connection 
for students on many levels.  As students transition from grade to 
grade, they often wonder if teachers talk to each other and know 
what went on in the previous grade.  Starting conversations each 
year where students ended their previous year helps students 
not only build on earlier knowledge and move into increasingly 
challenging standards in all genres, but also reinforces a sense of 
stability as students transition knowing their next teacher will be 
aware of the previous year’s experience.

Second:  it establishes a classroom norm. Many times teachers see 
struggling readers from the first day of school, but by building on 
a foundation set in the grade before, the progress of the struggling 
reader improves as students and teachers begin to expect that 
connection as part of a class routine. By establishing this routine 
in a district, teachers create stronger vertical alignment K-12, and 
begin to value the preceding grade levels for the work put into text 
selection.

Last: it values strong reading and writing.  By returning to 
a mentor text throughout the year, teachers continually hold 
up published examples as the standard for concepts taught. If 
a student is struggling with the idea of a character foil, teachers 
can lead students back to Peggy and James from McCracken’s The 
Giant’s House and then apply that concept to a more difficult text. 

Take time to return to a mentor text, talk to other teachers to 
make strong decisions about text choices for student learning, and 
value where students are each year and where they need to go as 
readers and writers. ktumy@crosbyisd.org

When I was a child, the most devastating words my mother could 
say were “I’m disappointed with you.” The look in her eyes and the 
calmness of her voice were too much for me to process. At that 
moment, I only wanted to regain her trust; to prove I was worthy 
of her compassion. In my experience, my mother’s disappointment 
was a powerful motivator. Her tone universally influenced my mood. 

Although in our daily encounters, we constantly recognize tone, 
young readers struggle to understand tone in texts and struggle 
even more to explain how it influences a reader’s mood.  Identifying 
tone and expressing its impact certainly stretches young readers’ 
cognitive abilities. 

Working with 6th graders, introducing tone and mood in class 
often elicits blanks stares and stark silence. Rather than banging 
my head against a pedagogical wall, I have had to reassess how  
I teach these concepts. To connect with my students, I explain that 
when I was younger my mother’s tone affected my mood. I ask how 
their mood is influenced by family members.  Establishing this 
framework connects to students’ emotions and provides a gateway 
to an emerging understanding.

At the beginning of the process, we discuss differences between 
negative, positive, and neutral words. We make lists and confer 
with each other about how words make us feel (connotative) and 
compare these feelings to the words’ definitions (denotative). Since 
students will read multiple texts to nurture their understanding of 
tone, their word lists are pivotal as they become more comfortable 
using these words.  

To develop a deeper understanding of tone and mood, students 
read poetry. As students read the poems, they are instructed to notice 

what they find interesting and important. Then, students determine 
if the poem has a negative or positive feeling. After, they specify the 
speaker’s tone using their word lists.

Once a tone has been identified, students discuss which mood 
the author intended to create through the text’s tone. Then students 
lift words out of the passage that support their tone and mood 
words. Students who are able to identify the tone of the work and 
the author’s intentional mood are more equipped to analyze word 
choice and theme. 

In addition, students who demonstrate the ability to determine 
the tone and mood of a text write meaningful poetry. Using mentor 
poems, students are instructed to write a poem using the same tone 
as the author. As students create their unique poetry, prior to writing 
their poem, they consider the topic of the piece and the tone they 
intend to use. For example, a student might write about triumph 
using a nostalgic tone. When students reveal they understand the 
impact particular words have on a reader, their writing reflects their 
deep understanding of author intentionality. They show how word 
choice creates tone which develops a poem’s mood. 

Understanding tone challenges young readers and writers. 
Developing our students’ abilities to identify, analyze, and create 
tone is paramount to training our students to be critical readers and 
writers. We need to express how the tone of a text is the emotional 
heart of a text. My mother’s tone affects my mood translates 
directly to my text’s tone affects my reader’s emotion. Knowing 
tone and how to use it, transforms how a young reader engages 
with a text. We need to guide our students to this destination no 
matter how cognitively frustrating learning this concept can be.   
bassb@ltisdschools.org

The value of returning to a mentor text
By Kelly E. Tumy, Recording Secretary

Teaching tone: (Often) an exercise in futility
By Brian Bass, Vice President of Membership and Affiliates
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The 2015-2016 school year is upon us, and teachers may be 
thinking about how to kick off the year in innovative ways.  Why 
not start with the topic of bullying prevention?

School bullying ranges across all ages and grades but seems to be 
most prevalent between sixth and eighth grades (US Department of 
Education and Justice, 2011).  At some point in their middle school 
years, 37% of students have been bullied, but the problem appears 
to decline in upper grades (or perhaps may not be reported as 
frequently). Bullying takes various forms, such as verbal, physical, 
relational, and cyber-bullying (Espelage & Swearer, 2003), and it 
generally consists of repetitive, harmful behaviors rather than 
isolated incidents (MacNeil & Newel, 2004).

It is well known that bullying prevention requires a school-wide 
effort. In the language arts classroom, teachers can engage students 
in developmentally appropriate literature that addresses the topic 
of bullying in ways that connect to students’ lives. Hillsberg and 
Spak (2006) suggest stories with engaging plots, memorable 
protagonists, and thematic material that empower the victims. 
Students can read and discuss stories, keep a daily journal to reflect 
upon times when they have experienced bullying behaviors, and 
evaluate their responses to these situations. Reading, discussion, 
and writing will serve to increase comprehension, improve peer 
relationships, and foster emotional growth. For some, these 
activities may provide comfort and coping strategies. As a follow-
up activity, each ELA class can create a statement and an image to 
be represented on a quilt square for a quilt that will be displayed 
in the front hall of the school (Hillsberg and Spak, 2006). This will 
serve as a beautiful reflection of the ideas taught through literature.

Another model used by Holmgren, Lamb, Miller, and Werderitch 
(2011) included the following steps:

1. Discuss the definition of bullying through think-pair-
share. Then, as a class, decide on a common definition.

2. As a class, create a set of rules that aligns with the 
definition of bullying, and write them on a classroom 
poster.

3. Prior to reading a story or novel, complete pre-reading 
activities, such as an anticipation guide and a vocabulary 
strategy.

4. Read stories that involve bullying situations and have 
students journal about how they related to the characters 
and how they felt each situation was handled in the story.

5. Discuss the story and allow students to share similar 
personal situations.

6. Continue to explore bullying situations through skits. 
Students can write their own skits, practice in groups, and 
perform them for the class, then discuss as a class how the 
bullying situation was handled.

A plethora of young adult novels focus on the issue of bullying. 
Below are a few suggestions:

Cohen, J. (2011). Leverage. New York: Penguin Group. 

Cody, M. (2009). Powerless. New York: Random House.

Crossan, S. (2012). The weight of water. Great Britain: 
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc.

Mathieu, J. (2014). The truth about Alice. New York: Macmillan. 

Plum-Ucci, C. (2000) The body of Christopher Creed. San Diego: 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Inc.

Preller, J. (2011). Bystander. New York: Macmillan.

Summers, C. (2009). Some girls are. New York, NY: St.  
Martin’s Press.

Wallace, J. (2010). Out of the shadows. London: Anderson  
Press Limited.  
cd21@txstate.edu
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Anti-bullying in the English language arts classroom 
By Dr. Carol J. Delaney, Co-Editor, English in Texas
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
Review the submission guidelines at http://www.tctela.org/english-in-texas/

Publication: English in Texas Volume 45.2 (FALL/WINTER 2015)

Theme: Face(book) Value: Creating and Curating Identity and Literacy Online

Call for Professional Submissions (Deadline: September 1st, 2015): 
We are immersed in social networks online. Social networking sites (SNS) such as Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and Google+ are used extensively by 
children, adolescents, and adults. According to recent data, 90% of adults aged 18-29, 78% of 30-49, 65% of 50-64, and 46% of adults aged 65+ are on 
Facebook. As of 2013, 94% of adolescents aged 12-17 were on Facebook. In spite of this burgeoning use of social media, there is not a corresponding 
movement to help both students and adult users differentiate between accurate and inaccurate/misleading information discovered online. Regarding 
adolescents, current NCTE President Ernest Morrell notes, “for all of their digital expertise, there is still a great deal that these youth have to learn 
about how to process the information that they are inundated with via these new portals of information” (p. 301).

For this call, we would like to know how you and your students are drawing on social media and for what purposes. We view the Internet and social 
media as tools for developing and enhancing identities both real and perceived. How do you and your students use your social media presence to cre-
ate a real or imagined identity(ies) online? We also see social networking venues as practical spaces for students to critically examine the validity of 
others’ representations of themselves and the information they share. In your classrooms, do you discuss ways to curate a social media presence that 
examines stories, pictures, videos, and other artifacts disseminated through different platforms? How are you helping students understand that they 
might be sharing misinformation when they “like” particular stories on Facebook? What ways are you using social networking tools to enhance your 
pedagogical practice and/or to teach students to examine the information they are taking in via social media critically? Have you introduced students 
to fact-checking web sites while they are conducting research for class? !

What problems or solutions might you share to help other teachers grappling with ways to encourage a more critical examination of the information 
shared through social networks? How can online social networks be incorporated into literacy instruction for the 21st century and beyond? What is the 
value of Facebook?

Call for Student Submissions (Deadline: October 15th, 2015): 
Do you use social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, imgur, Tumblr, and YouTube? Do you have a blog or vlog? Do you follow one? 
We encourage students to submit blog entries, tweets, Facebook posts, and even selfies, as well as reflections of how they use social media in their lives. 
Do you consider people your age the “selfie generation”? Could you explain to grown ups why you take selfies and share them on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram? You could also write reviews of other social media platforms (ello, Kik, Snapchat, etc.) that your teachers might not even know exist! Creative 
writing such as stories and poems that reflect on social media use or have social media use as a topic are also welcome.

References 
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social-networking-fact-sheet/ http:// www.pewinternet.org/2013/05/21/teens-social-media-and-privacy
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CONFERENCE GRANT & SCHOLARSHIP
Attention pre-service teachers, apply for our grant to attend the 
TCTELA annual conference at no cost and receive 9 volunteer 
hours. Also apply to our scholarship for hotel accommodations at 
no cost while attending the conference!

THE GRANT BASICS (attend the conference at no cost)
▶ Must be a TCTELA Student member
▶ Volunteer to perform duties based on conference needs
▶ Choose to volunteer either Friday or Saturday based on workshops and  

sessions you would like to attend
▶ Dress and act professionally
▶ Must submit an essay
▶ Must have a professor recommendation

THE SCHOLARSHIP BASICS (stay at the hotel at no cost)
▶ Must be a pre-service teacher
▶ Must live 2+ hours away from the host hotel or show financial need
▶ Must submit the online application

LEARN MORE: http://www.tctela.org/pre-service-teacher-application/

http://www.tctela.org/english-in-texas/
http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheets/social-networking-fact-sheet/ 
http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheets/social-networking-fact-sheet/ 
http://www.tctela.org/pre-service-teacher-application/


 
THE WEST HOUSTON AREA COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

Proudly Presents 

Our Annual Fall Breakfast
Featuring 

Kylene Beers
Author of Notice & Note and When Kids Can’t Read

On 
Saturday, September 12, 2015

At 
The Sugar Land Marriott Town Square Hotel

16090 City Walk Sugar Land, TX 77479
(281) 275-8400

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/housl-sugar-land-marriott-town-square/
 

8:00am – Reception and book browsing 

8:30am – Business Meeting, Breakfast and Guest Speaker
Event Cost:  
$45.00 due by Tuesday, September 8, 2015 
The cost for the event includes a $15.00 membership fee in WHACTE for the 2015-2016 school year.  
No on- site registration available. 3 hours of professional development will be awarded for attendance. 
 
We are offering two different options for registering for our Fall Breakfast. You may register electronically 
using the EventBrite link below or you may register using US Mail by completing the form below and mailing it 
and your payment to the address listed. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/whacte-fall-breakfast-2015-featuring-kylene-beers-registration-17715001045
 
Please read the following information carefully about our registration system. 
Purchase Orders: If you plan to pay by purchase order, please send registration by snail mail only. Please submit 
purchase orders to your campus/district early so that they can issue a check prior to our deadline. We must 
receive payment by Tuesday September 8, 2015. Purchase orders should be issued to WHACTE at PO Box 79083 
Houston, TX 77279-9083.   
Registration by Mail: Should you wish to register by snail mail, please send us your completed registration form 
and check (made payable to WHACTE). Again, payment and registration must be received by Tuesday, September 
8, 2015 and should be mailed to WHACTE at PO Box 79083, Houston, TX 77279-9083.  
 
Name: _________________________________________________________  
Home Address: __________________________________________________ 
City: _____________ Zip: _______ Home Phone: ______________________ 
School Name: ___________________________________________________  
District: _______________________________________________________ 
Teaching Level: __ Elem.__ Middle/Jr.__ High School__ College____ Admin. 
Position: _______________________________________________________ 
E-Mail: ________________________________________________________ 
Check here if this registration is part of a district purchase order:  



Panel: A Different World Panel: Edge of Your Seat Panel: Five Funny Guys 

Panel: Fantastic Fantasy Panel: Nothing But Trouble 

October 3, 2015 
9:30a.m. -5:00 p.m. 

South Houston High School 
Pasadena, TX 

More details at: 
www.tweensread.com 

Facebook.com/tweensread 
Twitter: @tweensread 
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