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In her book of essays entitled Wouldn’t Take Nothing for My 
Journey Now, Maya Angelou (1993) offers advice that originally 
came to her from her grandmother:

Sister, there are people who went to sleep all over the 
world last night, poor and rich and white and black, but they 
will never wake again. Sister, those who expected to rise 
did not, their beds became their cooling boards and their 
blankets became their winding sheets. And those dead folks 
would give anything, anything at all for just five minutes of 
this weather or ten minutes of that plowing that person was 
grumbling about. So you watch yourself about complaining, 
Sister. What you’re supposed to do when you don’t like a 
thing is change it. If you can’t change it, change the way you 
think about it. Don’t complain. (p. 88, “Complaining”)
Well, thank you, Ms. Angelou, for setting me straight! I write 

this on the eve of the annual August chaos. It seems natural 
to complain. Even though the sweltering heat will be with us 
for many more weeks, the precious freedom of summer is 
dissipating quickly. I might be able to squeeze in one more pool 
afternoon and a couple more lazy, unhurried dinners with family 
and friends, but the Summer 2018 chapter is closing. Sooner 
than feels logical, I find myself scurrying to set up gradebook 
pages, refreshing and re-envisioning syllabi, readying my work 
spaces for the new year, and frantically polishing off a few more 
books and writing tasks. Whether I’m prepared or not, the fast-
approaching 2018-2019 school year is going to overflow with 
changes and opportunities. As I try to compose my President’s 
Corner message to you, the songs “Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ 
On” (Williams & Hall, 1955) and “Movin’ and Groovin’” (Cooke 
& Rawls, 1962) compete in my head. 

Yes, the next three years will involve quite a bit of “shakin’” for 
the ELAR teachers of Texas. For our K-8 colleagues, 2018-2019 
brings the careful review and adoption choices for instructional 
materials. Those materials, and the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS) upon which they are based, are set for 
implementation in 2019-2020. That same cycle begins a year 
later for our English I-IV teachers. Instructional materials will 
be under consideration for adoption during the 2019-2020 year, 
and the revised TEKS and corresponding materials will be put 
into place during the 2020-2021 year. For more information, see 
the TEKS Review and Revision page and the Proclamation 2019 
materials for review pages on the TEA website.

Now, more than ever before, your participation in the 
professional conversation is critical. We will need our TCTELA 
community’s support as we transition from “shakin’” with 
shifting uncertainty to “movin’ and groovin’” with skilled 
confidence as we interpret these changes for our classrooms. 
Look to Texas Voices and English in Texas for sustained 
insight, issue after issue. Challenge your thinking within 
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a national context at the National Council of Teachers of 
English conference, held in November in Houston. At the 
annual TCTELA conferences, deepen your understanding of 
the curricular changes with other Texas educators who are 
traveling the same road. In fact, the 2019 and 2020 conference 
will specifically provide hands-on opportunities to review the 
publishers’ offerings for the current Proclamations. You do not 
want to miss concurrent sessions focusing on the new TEKS 
and the awesome keynote speakers providing inspiration and 
guidance for engaging in the work that is now upon us.

To conclude, I would like to repeat the calls to action I listed in 
our previous issue, and I want to encourage your engagement in 
any or all of the following: (1) submit a proposal for the upcoming 
state conference; (2) nominate yourself or a colleague for one of the 
awards or for an office on the TCTELA board; (3) join one of our 
newly restructured sections; (4) submit a teaching idea or reflection 
to the upcoming issue of English in Texas; and last but definitely 
not least, (5) make sure that your 2018-2019 plans include joining 
us on the San Antonio Riverwalk, January 25-27, 2019, as we go 
“Beyond Boots, Borders, & Books” to celebrate “The Many Faces 
of Literacy in Texas.” Let’s tackle these changes together! 

petersond@uhd.edu 
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The last two tours of TCTELA’s finances included a walk through Gringott’s and a stroll 
down the brick streets of Diagon Alley. Now, we have made it to Hogwarts, and because 
we brought in so many AP muggle credits, we get to skip ahead to Arithmancy, a year-
three course. Go ahead. Find a seat. Let’s begin today’s lesson. 

Lesson one takes us on a journey into the magical world of maths and shows us how 
the TCTELA budget is set and followed. With a flick of her wand, Professor Vector 
produces a flow chart to show how TCTELA arrives at a budget.

Professor Vector explains to the class that the process is one that TCTELA follows closely 
in an effort to be fiscally responsible with the membership’s money. The TCTELA board 
considers the budget, and any alterations to it, with great care. With a nod and a second flick 
of her wand, Professor Vector illuminates the success of the 2017-2018 budget. 

There is a round of applause in the classroom and our fellow classmates begin to 
excitedly discuss upcoming opportunities with PD2Teach, ELAR TEKS implementation, 
and the 2019 TCTELA Annual Conference & Exposition, all of which are possible 
because of a frugal budget that allowed for additional net income. Professor Vector 
does her best to control the excitement and bring the class back together. As the class is 
dismissed, we walk out knowing that our TCTELA membership dues and conference 
attendance made a difference in the success of TCTELA over the 2017-2018 fiscal year. 

Thank you TCTELA members for all that you contribute, and may this organization 
always strive to set and follow a budget that exceptionally serves the teachers and 
students of Texas. 

kim.pinkerton@tamuc.edu 
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Arithmancy 101: TCTELA’s budget
By Kim Pinkerton, Executive Secretary

Illustration by Mary GrandPre



3FALL  |  2018 TEXAS  V O I C E S

More than 6,000 authors, advocates, educators, and students 
will gather at the George R. Brown Convention Center in 
Houston, Texas, on November 15-18 for the 2018 NCTE Annual 
Convention. This year’s theme is Raising Student Voice. 

Choose from a wide variety of sessions, workshops, and events 
to build a convention experience that celebrates student voice 
and strengthens classroom practice. What personal, campus, and 
district goals will you keep in mind as you make your selections?

With Texas in the process of adopting new ELAR instructional 
materials, the convention exhibit hall promises to be of special 
interest. Plan to get a close-up look at publishers’ latest ELAR 
offerings, and as always, bring an extra suitcase for the many 

classroom novels and professional development books you’ll want 
to take home!

 Let administrators know about this national professional 
learning opportunity happening right here in our state. A 
downloadable flier is available at http://convention.ncte.org/2018-
convention/whyattend/. 

For registration details and more information, visit http://
convention.ncte.org/. Hotel rooms fill up fast, so you’ll want to 
make reservations soon. 

tdkriese@gmail.com

Pre-adoption samples of instructional materials for grades 
K-8 English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) and Spanish 
Language Arts and Reading (SLAR) submitted in response 
to Proclamation 2019 are available for review on the Texas 
Education Agency website at https://tea.texas.gov/interiorpage.
aspx?id=51539621875. Handwriting and spelling materials in 
English and Spanish are included in the current adoption cycle.

Usernames and passwords to access each publisher’s sample 
materials are listed by grade level. Any person who would like to 
submit feedback may do so using the public comment submission 
form at https://tea.texas.gov/ in the Academics/Instructional 
Materials/Review and Adoption tab. 

State review panels have been evaluating the materials this 
summer, and the State Board of Education will hear public 
testimony on the materials at its November meeting. In order to 
be eligible for adoption, ELAR instructional materials must satisfy 
at least 50% of the new ELAR standards. 

TEKS vertical alignment documents and other resources are 
available on TEA’s website and through TCTELA’s PD2Teach 
initiative at https://www.bulbapp.com/PD2Teach. 

tdkriese@gmail.com 

Registration open for NCTE annual convention
By Tracy Kriese, NCTE Affiliate Liaison

Proclamation 2019 update 
By Tracy Kriese, NCTE Affiliate Liaison

Photo of the George R. Brown Convention from grbhouston.com
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At the end of the spring semester, a colleague came into my 
office and recommended that I read a book titled The Culture 
Code: The Secrets of Highly Successful Groups, by Daniel Coyle. He 
spent some time telling me a bit about the book and about why 
I might appreciate the information. I looked it up that evening 
and saw that Coyle is a New York Times bestselling author, and 
some of what I read in the synopsis looked like information I 
could apply to my work. I ordered a copy for myself and another 
colleague, and we agreed to read it and see what from the book 
would be useful to us in our department.

Once I started reading, I realized that even though the book 
isn’t about teaching, there are so many parallels between what the 
author talks 
about with 
successful 
groups and 
what I teach 
my pre-service 
teachers about 
teaching.

Coyle says 
early in the 
book “what 
matters is the 
interaction” 
(Coyle, 2018, 
p. xvii). I 
think about 
how I have 
built positive 
relationships 
with students 
over the years through the interactions we have had. Those 
relationships aren’t necessarily built through the instruction I 
deliver in classes; rather, they are built through the interactions 
we have had, the conversations, both verbally and through 
dialogue journals. What matters is the interaction – this couldn’t 
be truer for teachers! I continued reading about the three other 
things that Coyle found, through his research on highly successful 
groups, that are critical to creating a positive culture: safety, 
vulnerability, and purpose.

All of us, PK-college, are busy gearing up for the beginning of 
school. And most of us are probably thinking about different ways 
that we can build a classroom community at the start of the year. 
Coyle discusses the fact that with many of the successful groups 
he studied, their focus was on creating a culture that felt like a 
family. That happened because members of the groups felt safe 
with each other—they had mutual respect and were transformed 
from merely a group to a tribe. Through this feeling of safety, 
members of the tribe discovered that, as Maya Angelou wrote, 
“we are more alike, my friends, than we are unalike” (Angelou, 
1994). Interactions are part of what creates that feeling of safety. 

Coyle then moves onto the idea of sharing vulnerability 
and its importance in successful groups. This equates to the 

ways in which ELAR teachers share vulnerability with their 
students by modeling their own reading and writing practices 
(teaching) rather than simply assigning reading and writing 
to students (telling). When we engage in this kind of practice 
with our students, we are willing to show them what we do well 
and where we struggle, in addition to how we work through 
those struggles—definitely a vulnerable thing for us to share. 
This, though, is part of what builds trust and community in our 
classrooms. 

Finally, Coyle discusses the idea of establishing a purpose and 
communicating that purpose loudly and clearly, early and often, 
with members of the group. We do this in schools, in classrooms, 
in grade level teams, and across districts. Most of us have probably 
worked on committees to articulate our shared vision, our mission 
statement, and our plans for achieving those purposes. When 
we can work to ensure that all group members have a clear 
understanding of that purpose or vision or mission, we are more 

likely to 
have what 
Coyle would 
consider a 
successful 
group.

So I 
ventured 
outside my 
comfort zone 
with this book 
from a genre 
I don’t often 
find myself 
perusing 
in my local 
bookstore. 
However, 
its message 
mirrored so 

much of what I believe is important in teaching: the importance 
of interactions, of creating a safe environment, of sharing our 
vulnerabilities and opening ourselves up, and of having and 
communicating a clear purpose. I encourage you to take Coyle’s 
ideas and incorporate them, if you aren’t already, into your 
classrooms as you begin this next school year. 

To learn more about the book, watch a trailer, read an excerpt, 
or even take a quiz to determine the strength of your culture, visit 
http://danielcoyle.com/.

grithale@aol.com
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Building a culture
By Margaret Hale, Past President, Editor, English in Texas
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Section spotlight: Early childhood/elementary
By Amelia Hewitt, Ed.D., Elementary Section Chair PK–5

Start off the school year with some great read alouds to get students motivated for school. 
Happy Reading!

hewitta@uhd.edu

Great Read-Alouds
First Day Jitters  
By Julie Danneburg
A good story to put new kids at ease about 
starting a new school.
  

Back to School Rules  
By Laurie Friedman
Percy has ten simple rules for back to school.

Dear Teacher  
By Amy Husband
Michael’s imagination shines in his collection 
of letters for his new teacher. 

The Exceptionally Extraordinarily Ordinary 
First Day of School  
By Albert Lorenz
Imagination runs wild in this story from the 
perspective of the “new kid” at school.

Enemy Pie  
By Derek Munson
Summer was perfect until Jeremy Ross moved 
down the street. 

How I Spent My Summer Vacation  
By Mark Teague
Wallace tells all about his summer vacation out 
west.

Is Your Buffalo Ready for Kindergarten?  
By Audrey Vernick
A great back to school checklist of first day 
“jitters.”

You’re Finally Here! 
By Melanie Watt
A great story to let your students know how 
excited the teacher is to meet them.

www.goodreads.com | www.mrschureads.com | www.readbrightly.com

from the blogosphere...

Fill your tank with loads of instructional ideas at:
 

 http://twowritingteachers.org

https://www.weareteachers.com

https://pernillesripp.com

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com

https://blog.heinemann.com

https://readingbyexample.com

...to the website

Visit us online at: http://www.tctela.org
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Section spotlight: Middle level— 
Creating a classroom of empowered  
literate students
By Donna Brown, Section Chair, TCTELA Middle Level

6–8

A summer visit to Portland, Oregon made me consider the 
concept of students entering our classrooms. My first experiences 
in an unfamiliar city made me feel vulnerable and at a loss, 
until I happened upon Legendary Powell’s City of Books, 
an independently owned bookstore in business since 1971. 
Cheerfully greeted by the book-loving staff and surrounded by 
familiar titles, I found a little oasis of the familiar that reshaped 
my experience, opening my eyes to new people and new places. 
As I returned to work, I considered, what does a student need in 
the classroom to feel safe, at peace, and welcomed? 

As teachers, we prepare our rooms each year. We participate 
in the welcome back to school week. We embrace district and 
school visions. We connect with colleagues after a summer apart. 
We know the structures and expectations of the week. We feel at 
home. School is where we shine in our craft of teaching.

Recently, one school in Texas lost the comfort of feeling safe. 
Santa Fe ISD experienced a school shooting. Because of this 
tragedy, the staff is receiving training on active school shooters, 
what to do in crises situations, how to keep safety a priority, and 
new school safety measures. As I prepare for the school year, I 
have many questions in my mind. 
• Will our students need support navigating unknown territory? 
• What do we as a teachers believe about student safety and 
learning? 

• How do we envision an auspicious start of the year to inspire 
reading and writing with our students in a chaotic world?  

• How might we create an environment that breaks the 
intimidation and fear and creates a space open to learning?
Our world is continually changing, and we must consider that 

our children will be faced with a lack of stability. All of these 
questions, along with my experience in Portland, made me reflect 
on being intentional in creating a classroom where students are 
safe to be the readers and writers they are. In considering these 
questions, I went to research, and this led me to synthesize the 
following ideas.

Students, parents, and teachers must trust each 
other to make the right decisions to support each 
person.

Schools must first start by building relational trust. Members 
of the community need to feel an interconnectedness within the 
classrooms and within the community. These ties must become 
dense so they are not severed during stress (Bryk & Schneider, 
2002)  Start the year with letters and phone calls home to let 
students know what to expect and to ask them about their 
interests.  In middle school, forming these connections may begin 
with the grade level team dividing the work and calling students 
in their advisory or first-period class. Then meet as a PLC and 
share any information about students on the team. For example, 

one student attended strength 
training this summer and 
is ready to play football. Another worked as a volunteer at the 
library. A new student is nervous about starting school but had a 
great time visiting with family members over the break.  

The rigor of classroom instruction must begin in the 
first days of school to create a high level of engagement.

Students listen to rules and course requirements all day. Many 
of them stop listening after the first few minutes. Syllabus and 
rules will come later in the week through authentic purpose 
(Gallgher & Kittle, 2018). It is important to let kids see what 
is most important in your course—being a reader and writer 
(Jenson, 2013). On the very first day, put kids into books of 
their choice. Read passages from books aloud to students. Share 
your own reading life. Get kids reading and writing. This literate 
classroom is what creates a high-energy course where students 
are excited to be in a place where the rest of the world goes away. 
A high level of student agency results from students owning their 
learning. Giving students a choice of reading propels them to 
want to read and write. 

An organized and tidy classroom clears the path for 
positive learning space.

Lifestyle organizer, Mari Kondo, offers a fundamental principle 
for organizing a home. The basis for the principle questions the 
amount of joy an item brings. If it does not bring joy, then it is 
necessary to release the object (Kondo, 2018). As I have had the 
opportunity to look into many classrooms, I have seen them 
filled with papers, leftover supplies, books, and furniture. Start 

Continued on next page.
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We have some exciting news for our high school teachers 
heading into the school year. For the first time ever, the TCTELA 
High School Section has created reading lists for students and 

teachers! Our members have 
been working hard to create 
“Best of 2018” reading lists that 
can be used to support students 
in becoming life-long readers. 

Over the last several months, 
teachers from our section have 
worked together in partnerships 
on lists for different grade-levels 
and courses to make the best 
lists possible for our students in 
Texas. They nominated recently 
published books and discussed 
amongst each other which books 
would be best for the students on 
their lists.

To top it off, we even created 
lists for teachers as well. If you 
are looking for inspiration or 
support in the classroom, there 
is a professional development 
list and a summer reading list 
for teachers. And even though 
summer is drawing to a close, 

that doesn’t mean you can’t grab any book off that list and get lost 
for a few days in a good read.

Below are the lists that 
are finished. Find the PDF 
versions on the TCTELA 
website under the Teacher 
Resources section. 

2018 Best Reads for Teacher Enjoyment

2018 Best Reads for Teacher Professional Development

2018 Best Reads for 9th and 10th Grade

2018 Best Reads for 11th and 12th Grade
  
The lists are organized by most recently published books, and 

they provide a synopsis of each book along with a review from 
Goodreads.com. They also include additional information for 
suggestions on who might like to pick up this book and read it.

The high school section isn’t quite finished, though. There are a 
few more lists on the horizon for our GT and AP students, so stay 
tuned in the coming months for our new ideas!

I’d also like to take a moment and thank our outstanding 
curators for the time and hard work devoted to the creation of 
these lists. Our work would not be possible without the efforts 
and expertise of Alissa Crabtree, Pattie Parker, Karen Otto, 
Jonothan Lunsford, Christy Maxwell, Courtney Beene, Megan 
Thompson, and Angie Kissire. 

jscooper@conroeisd.net 

Section spotlight: High school—  
Connecting kids to great reads 
By Josh Cooper, High School Section Chair

9–12

Section spotlight: Middle level (continued)
this year by looking at each item in your room. Pick it up, feel it, 
and ask yourself, “Does this bring me joy?” If it does, then keep 
it. It that item does not bring joy, remove it from the classroom. 
I noticed that in Powell’s bookstore, each piece had a place. Each 
place was labeled, and each book fit on a shelf neatly. Areas to 
read, walk, ask questions, check out, and then choose books 
were identified. There was no clutter or stacks of books without a 
home. Everything had a place. Our classrooms need to replicate 
this concept. Students need to enter a room that has an organized 
structure so that they will feel safe and secure. As the year begins, 
ask students to help keep it that way by having clear systems to 
guide them. Try not to assume that they understand the operation 
of the organization, and teach them how to follow a structure.

Building trust, engaging in rigorous work, and creating an 
organized environment will support students. It can take place, 
and we owe it to our students to develop a safe community of 
literate learners. 

donna.brown@sfisd.org
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PK–16

Teacher development for creating diversity in the literacy 
classroom has been a hot topic for years, and many teachers 
believe, in some form or fashion, they have managed to create 
diverse classrooms.  However, the recent What’s Hot in Literacy 
Report 2018, by International Literacy Association (ILA), shows 
that creating and providing diversity in literacy classrooms needs 
continued improvement.

Since diversity is a term with many different meanings, 
depending on the context, an assessment can show how teachers 
have identified and monitored areas 
of diversity to ensure that classroom 
environments and practices are 
reflective of and effective for 
the students. According to ILA, 
diversity is “providing students with 
opportunities to understand and 
empathize with experiences and 
viewpoints that differ from their 
own, whether based on race, culture, 
gender, faith, sexual orientation, 
and more, through literacy” (ILA, 
2018).   It is important for literacy 
teachers to determine how to 
create opportunities for students 
to not only understand, but more 
importantly, empathize with other 
races, cultures, genders, faith, sexual 
orientations, along with a myriad of 
other backgrounds and viewpoints 
through physical environment and 
classroom practices. If creating a 
progressive and inclusive learning 
environment is the target, then 
ignoring opportunities to foster 
diversity in the classroom is not a 
viable option. Failure to seize these 
opportunities negatively affects the 
classroom climate and the self-
esteem of individuals, along with isolating those who lack a 
sense of “belonging” to the classroom culture.

The role of diversity and inclusive practices plays a pertinent 
role in how both students and teachers view the classroom—who 
should be there, and what should occur there.  Students reflect on 
how they fit into each classroom environment and gauge whether 
or not they are meant to feel included.  Students quickly assess a 
classroom by reflecting on the question, “Does this environment 
fit my needs?” All students want to feel important and included 
in their learning environment. If they do not perceive a feeling 
of belonging, then teachers may see a decrease in participation, 
increased levels of defensiveness, acting out for attention, or other 
negative behaviors that may be misread by the teacher. In fact, 
these may be signs of not feeling included in the classroom.  

Educators should commit to making changes that are inclusive 
of all learners by ensuring the literacy classroom provides 

access to books and content 
(hardcopy or in digital form) 
with a range of topics that 
reflect the diversity of the 
classroom, along with access to books reflecting the languages of 
the students in the classroom.  Books should be readily available 
to students for both pleasure and academic reading. In addition, 
the literacy education students receive should ensure that “all 
students have the opportunities, supports, and tools they need, 

regardless of economic status, academic proficiency, geographic 
remoteness, and other barriers to school success” (ILA, 2018). 
Although these efforts may begin with one teacher and as a one 
classroom effort, the positive effects should quickly spread like 
wildfire and transfer to a school wide and district wide effort 
towards inclusive practices. 

Tomasina.Burkhardt@region10.org 

Reference: 
International Literacy Association. (2018). What’s hot in literacy 

topics 2018 report. Newark, DE.

Section spotlight: Teacher development—  
Teacher development for classroom diversity 
By Tomasina Burkhardt, Teacher Development Section Chair
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As the school year approaches, we begin the year with renewed 
vigor, rested and energized, excited about implementing new 
strategies and creative activities, while our students aren’t always 
where they need to be for optimal success—some don’t even seem 
to have the basics. This summer I had a powerful reminder of 
what it is to be a literacy learner. I traveled to a country whose 
language was phonetic but not in the Latin alphabet, and I had a 
sort of epiphany about how new readers encounter language. 

Unlike early readers, I already understood the sound/symbol 
relationship, but I had new and foreign graphics to match to each 
sound, and it was very laborious having to sound out words one 
letter at a time and then string them together in a coherent way. 
In my helplessness, I longed for old fashioned picture flash cards 
with important words like coffee and bathroom. As adult readers, 
we are no longer sounding out words except the occasional 
ingredient like sodium erythorbate. A truly fluent reader is no 
longer reading phonetically but is reading by sight, not just high 
frequency words, but words that they’ve encountered over a 
lifetime of reading.

But imagine how much harder it must be for some of our 
students for whom the capability to match letters and sounds 
and put them together is not automatic. Some of our students 
grew up knowing non-alphabetic languages such as Mandarin, 
others learned first languages that are phonemic but do not 
use the Latin alphabet, like Russian or Korean, and still others 
who know the Latin alphabet struggle because identical letters 
in English do not carry the same sounds, such as the letter j 
which says h in Spanish. 

At some point in our reading lives, we forget what it was like 
in the beginning to learn language skills without any context—to 
learn something from nothing. Even if you have older students 
it is good to keep in mind that especially ESL students may 
not have the same sounds in their native languages. A good 
example is the letter i. In Spanish it is pronounced ee, so a student 
encountering a new word with a short i sound is highly likely to 
mispronounce and consequently misunderstand English words. 
Imagine a sentence like “I am going to bid on the tapestry,” which 
the student reads as “I am going to beed on the tapestry.” Spelling 
aside, you can see how this can make sense either way and could 
be confusing, even to an older student. 

I encourage you just for a moment to put yourself in a student’s 
place, in the world of a new or struggling reader. Just for fun 
try reading something in Cyrillic, Greek, or Arabic and you will 
understand almost instantly what it is like for a student to be 
learning the sounds and letters of English. I know that it will 
help you to find just a little more empathy and a smidgen more 
patience for students learning the art of reading and trying to 
master the English language. For a concise and clear explanation 
of the difficulties with the sounds and orthography of the English 
language check out Ruth Wickham’s blog “ESL Pronunciation 
Explained: The 10 Elements of Proper English Pronunciation.” 

zehavie@uhd.edu

Reference:
Wickham, R. ESL pronunciation explained: The 10 elements 

of proper English pronunciation [Blog post]. Retrieved 
from https://www.fluentu.com/blog/educator-english/esl-
pronunciation/   

English with new eyes
By Eve Zehavi, Co-editor, English in Texas
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This summer, the PD2Teach team met for a second round of 
discussions and filming about our new ELAR TEKS. The videos 
are in production, but here’s a sample of the powerful discussions 
around the Multiple Genres strand. Kelly Tumy, of Harris 
County Department of Education, started us off with a charge 
to examine what was new in the complex multiple genres strand 
for each grade level. You’ll hear from Laura Moore, Wylie ISD; 
Shona Rose, Region 16; Johnathan Lunsford, Bay City ISD; John 
Hammond, Crosby ISD; Amanda Palmer, Katy ISD; and Barbara 
Wells, Alvin ISD. 

Laura: There are several things in here that are very new to 
K, 1, 2 that we have not had in the past. For example, discussing 
main characters in drama. We have not had drama in grades 
before second grade until these TEKS. Kids must really start 
to look at: What are the elements of a drama? What are the 
characteristics of a drama? How is drama different from 
other genres? Another really big one for the primary grades is 
persuasive texts. Looking at persuasive in the past…we had media 
TEKS where we were talking about the techniques that authors 
would use for persuasion, but it really wasn’t stated in this way. 
So this is something that might be seen as new for teachers of 
especially kindergarten and first grade. The other thing that I’ve 
really noticed is in 
second grade. We 
are really starting 
to look at fact and 
opinion. We haven’t 
looked at fact and 
opinion since the 
TEKS that came 
before our most 
recent ones. This 
time, it’s tied into 
persuasion which is 
where it really needs 
to be. 

Kelly: Now, let 
me ask you guys a 
question, there is 
one standard for 
poetry. There is one standard for drama. Does that mean that’s 
all we do with poetry. I look at grade 5, “explain the use of sound 
devices and figurative language, distinguish between the poet and 
the speaker in poems across a variety of poetic forms.” So that’s all 
5th grade has to do with poetry. Correct?

Shona: No. I don’t think so. What we have to remember: this 
strand is telling us what the characteristics of the genres are that 
need to be addressed. But it’s not telling us what a reader, writer, 
thinker, listener would be doing with those. Teachers must look at 
what other strands the multiple genres strands connect to. In this 
case, that has to come from the author’s purpose and craft strand. 
That has to come from the comprehension strand. And that has to 
come from the response strand.

Johnathan: That’s exactly what I was going to say. I mean, 
when you are thinking about a poem: we don’t read poetry just 
to look at the line structure and be like, “Oh, that’s really pretty,” 

and be done with it. No. I mean you have to still look at it and 
think critically about it. What is the effect it has on me? What is 
the implication that I can take away from it and apply it to the 
real world? What is this actually saying? We can’t just say, “Oh, all 
I’m going to do is make sure they understand the prosody of the 
poem, and I’m good!” Because we’re not.

Shona: I think that drives us back to composition. Because then 
that poem becomes a mentor for us to emulate what a proficient 
writer is doing that can impact our own writing.

Kelly: Some of these TEKS are very similar. I think we have to 
bring in again the term, “increasingly complex texts”. If I take D 
“recognize characteristics of informational texts including…” I’ve 
got this in every grade level...even the romanettes are quite similar 
at times. 

Amanda: I think that I’m going to connect this to the 
quintessential informational text: the textbook. The science 
textbook at 2nd grade is going to look a whole lot different than 
the Physics textbook at sophomore or junior level English. What 
you are doing with that Physics text is going to be different than 
what you are doing with that second grade text. 

Barbara: An informational text can be increasing in complexity 
when you add things to it. An informational text with just words 

is different than an 
informational text 
with a picture or a 
graph, or a video, or 
an embedded video. 
I think that changes 
the complexity. It’s 
not just about the 
language used, it’s 
about what’s added 
to these structures 
that make it look 
and feel more 
complex. It doesn’t 
matter what we 
read, and what 
mode it is written 
in, or in what genre 

it is written. As long as long as our children and our students 
come away from school with the ability to read and interpret text, 
who cares what kind of text it is?

Johnathan: I have yet to have someone come up on the street 
and quiz me about The Great Gatsby. 

Barbara: Jimmy Kimmel just asked, “Did you read a book?” 
Not did you read a specific book, but can you name a book that 
you have read? In real life we don’t look at our friends and ask 
“What are you reading? And is it of literary merit? Or is it a Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid?” Like, we don’t say that to people! We just ask, 
what are you reading? Tell me about what you are reading and 
why you like it. 

Shona: I think we have to also remember, to go back to the 
Knowledge and Skills statement, especially in the high school 
level in English III and IV. It names more than American 
and British Literature: “increasingly complex traditional, 

What’s new in the standards: A PD2Teach transcript 
By Shona Rose

Continued on next page
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Reading to foster compassion and kindness has been on my 
mind of late. On the subject, Neil Gaiman said, “[What reading] 
fiction does is to build empathy, meaning imagining what other 
people feel. When you watch TV or see a film, you are looking at 
things happening to other people. By using your imagination, you 
create a world and people it and look out through other eyes…You 
learn that everyone else out there is a ‘me,’ as well” (2013).

Gaiman reminds us that teaching reading is not just about 
preparing students to pass tests. We might also support what 
Peter Johnston calls social imagination, the ability to see things 
from another’s perspective (2012, p. 67). Sarah Ahmed argues that 
through empathetic reading, “we leave with more questions than 
answers. If we enter with humility, with the desire to understand, 
we will hear the whole stories first, before we judge endings” 
(2018, p. xxx). Finding empathy through reading might change 
ourselves and the world.

During an interactive read-aloud of Cynthia Rylant’s An Angel 
for Solomon Singer focusing on reading to build empathy, the 
students taught me a lot about seeing things from another’s point 
of view. The text concerns a solitary, homesick man in New York 
City, Solomon, who is treated with humanity by a café waiter, 
Angel. As we read, we thought about what the characters 
might think or feel and how this might help us understand one 
another better.

One student commented that Angel might have been in a 
situation like Solomon before, and someone helped him get 
through it. Another remarked that Angel gets to know Solomon 
more and more and understand his problems. Reflecting on what 
we learned about life, one reader said, “You see someone going 
through something, like someone on the street, and I know what 
this person is feeling because I’ve experienced it, not personally 

experienced it, but by seeing it through someone else’s eyes.” A 
video of this discussion is available here: https://vimeopro.com/
hisdpsd/thinking-made-visible/video/178539956

In this age of cable news and social media, with its blinding-fast 
stream of images and endless touch-screen scroll, we can forget 
the people we see are human beings. Gaiman argues that through 
immersion in works of fiction, we see through the eyes of the 
characters and build empathy. Our hearts go out to struggling 
heroes and we learn kindness. We find connections to diverse 
characters and learn tolerance. 

There may not be a curriculum standard for it, but empathetic 
reading might help us treat one another a little better. As 
technology threatens to desensitize our humanity, as shouting 
replaces dialogue, reading fiction might provide an unexpected 
source of kindness and compassion. 

swinton@houstonisd.org 
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Reading to build empathy 
By Stephen Winton, Recording Secretary 

contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.” What other kind of 
books are there? Isn’t that all of them? 

Kelly: That’s all of them. Jonathan referenced American 
Literature. American literature isn’t just The Great Gatsby. It’s 
Children of Blood and Bone. It’s We Were Liars. It’s The Hate You 
Give. It’s all of these books that are in kids’ hands. It’s Salt to the 
Sea and Between Shades of Grey. It’s all of those that kids are 
reading cover to cover that fit one or more of these categories. 
And at some point, All American Boys will be a traditional piece of 
text. It isn’t now, but at some point, Jason Reynolds will be a piece 
of traditional text. 

Shona: But let’s not limit it to books and novels. What is it 
about my son when he decides he wants to learn more about this 
video game that he’s looking at? He’s reading some informational 
and procedural texts that inform and enhance his interaction to 
unlock things in the game that the regular user may never know. 

Kelly: And really, gone are the days of silo teaching. I’m going 
to pick on Romeo and Juliet. What is in the news today about 
difficult relationships? There are difficult relationships in politics. 
There are difficult relationships in business. And if you can hold a 
conversation about that? You know we no longer have college and 
career readiness standards? We have college, career, and military 
readiness standards. So those standards have now changed in 

the state of Texas. Look at this strand. What kind of skills are we 
asking kids to develop that meet industry standards? If I’m going 
to work for a chemical company, is there something here that I’m 
going to have to do to be successful at a chemical company?  Is 
there something here that will make me a successful realtor? Is 
there something here that will help make me a successful chef? 
My challenge is: yes. That these are not Language Arts skills, but 
standards about Academic Discourse.

Shona: I just think about how powerful that is to be the 
facilitator of thinking tools that allow kids not just to be successful 
with Romeo and Juliet or the Language Arts classroom but have 
things that they can take with them to somebody else’s class. 

Kelly: Thank you for a robust discussion today. We are honing 
academic discourse. And we are honing learner empowerment. 
In multiple genres, we could get trapped in the English teacher 
mode. When we talk about growing that language arts teacher 
and changing the face of language arts K-12 we can keep those 
two in mind.

Stay tuned for more videos and scripts on our PD2Teach 
website at www.bulbapp.com/PD2Teach.  

shona.rose@esc16.net 

What’s new in the standards: A PD2Teach transcript  (continued)
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Dear New Teacher,

This might sound pessimistic, but there is always something 
else to be done. You will never have nothing to do. You will never 
be finished. You will never know all you need to know. Go home. 

Before you leave for the day, aim to have your materials and 
thinking completed for the next day’s lessons. Call one parent 
to tell them something wonderful. Leave that bag with all the 
papers you need to grade in your teacher chair. Then go home. 
Eat something wonderful. Talk with those you love. Read a good 
book. Rest. 

Sure, you’re going to need to stay later than 4:00 most days. 
You are learning a new profession and listening to the passion 
of your calling. But, there is a balance. Aim for 5:00 or 5:30. 
Pick one day to stay late, like 6:30 or 7:00 to work on extended 
projects and planning. 

When the kids leave, organize and reset your teaching tools. 
Get the lessons and materials ready for the next day. Then tackle 
the ongoing tasks and learning until 10 minutes or so before your 
targeted leaving time. Call that parent. And leave. Seriously, get 
your keys and walk out. Your brain will keep working and solving 
the day’s events and the next day’s challenges. Allow yourself the 
driving time to reflect and process. But when you open your car 
door, shut the thoughts inside and take care of yourself, your 
friends, and your family. 

The best gift you can give your students is yourself. Don’t give 
all of yourself to the papers, procedures, grading, benchmarks, 
and “and’s.” Save enough of yourself so that there will be 
something wonderful left for the students. 

Your Advocate,  

TCTELA Board

Notes to a new teacher: Go home 
By Shona Rose, Vice President of Membership and Affiliates

My favorite summer read this year was Educated by Tara 
Westover. The memoir tells the story of the author’s journey to 
reconcile the voices of her past with those of the present and 
future. Raised in a survivalist culture and isolated from the world, 
she takes a leap of faith to attend Brigham Young University. That 
leap leads to Harvard, Cambridge, and a departure from home, 
family, and the familiar in every sense. 

The book, and Westover’s reflections on her personal history, 
remind me as we start the school year that our students are 
experiencing their own journeys into broader horizons. As they 
join us, we must give them time and space to take their next steps. 
Kelsey Corter, writing for Two Writing Teachers, advocates for a 

soft start to the new year “delivered with care, stamped 
FRAGILE,” and centered on what it means to be a literacy 
learner. Finding the right entry point to literacy for each child is 
paramount. For Westover, the opening was doubt.

“To admit uncertainty is to admit to weakness, to powerlessness, 
and to believe in yourself despite both. It is a frailty, but in this 
frailty there is a strength: the conviction to live in your own mind, 
and not in someone else’s. I have often wondered if the most 
powerful words I wrote that night came not from anger or rage, but 
from doubt: I don’t know. I just don’t know.” (Westover, 2018, 197)

The first of the school year is fraught with uncertainty for 
teachers and students. Westover reminds us that doubt is okay, 
even necessary. It may provide us a starting point for creation—
creating a classroom, creating a lesson plan, creating new readers 
and writers. 

Kristen.nance@fortbendisd.com 
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The power of uncertainty 
By Kristen Nance, Newsletter Editor
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TEXAS COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
54TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE & EXPOSITION 

January 25-27, 2019 • San Antonio, Texas

TCTELA Annual Conference sleeping room discount is available on a 

limited basis until December 21, 2018. Visit TCTELA.ORG for links to 

reserve sleeping rooms online.

TCTELA MEMBERSHIP
Membership must be active at the time of registration and at the 

conference to receive the member rate. Membership is active for 12 

months from the date of joining or renewing.

FULL CONFERENCE PACKAGE
Includes Friday through Sunday workshops, professional development 

luncheons, membership celebration and poetry reading.

Before 12/21 o Member $335 o Nonmember $385
After 12/21 o Member $435 o Nonmember $485
Nonmember fee also includes a professional membership for one year.

ONE-DAY CONFERENCE PASS: 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday
Professional development meals are not included.

Select one day o FRIDAY PASS o SATURDAY PASS

Before 12/21 o Member $175 o Nonmember $225
After 12/21 o Member $175 o Nonmember $325

 o SUNDAY PASS - 1/2 DAY

Before 12/21 o Member $100 o Nonmember $150
After 12/21 o Member $200 o Nonmember $250

THREE-DAY, A-LA-CARTE CONFERENCE PASS
Professional development meals are not included.

Before 12/21 o Member $245 o Nonmember $295
After 12/21 o Member $345 o Nonmember $395
Nonmember fee also includes a professional membership for one year.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT MEAL TICKETS
o Friday luncheon $47.50
o Saturday luncheon $47.50

STUDENT, PARENT OR RETIRED CONFERENCE PASS*
Professional development luncheons are not included. 

o Parent o Retired o Student
Before 12/21 o Member $190 o Nonmember $215
After 12/21 o Member $285 o Nonmember $310
Nonmember fee also includes a student/parent/retired membership for 

one year.

*Not working in the industry. (Consultants and teachers getting an 

advanced degree are considered professionals and should register at 

either the member or nonmember professional rate.)

By completing this registration form I understand an app and web 

program book will be available to download/print prior to the conference.

o Suggested Community Outreach Donation $1 (include in total)

Grand Total $ ___________________________________________________

REGISTRANT INFORMATION
Terms and Conditions: Refunds before 12/21/18 will be processed with 
a $50 cancellation/name change fee, and no refunds will be provided 
after that date. Incomplete registrations will not be processed. Payment is 
required by the first day of the conference.

Registrants are responsible for submitting an invoice to the institution.

Registration is also available online at TCTELA.ORG.

I am registering as a:
o Current member o Nonmember o Student, Parent, or Retired
Name: __________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________

Phone: (H): _______________________ (W): __________________________

District name/ESC/Institution: _____________________________________

School Campus: _________________________________________________

E-mail: (H): _______________________ (W): __________________________
Email address must be unique for each registration form. 
All confirmation information will arrive by email.

Select your section:
o Elementary-Level Section o Middle School-Level Section 
o High School-Level Section o Teacher Development
o Please check if you require specific aids or services under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act in order to participate in this conference.
Submit separate forms for each registration.
Check amount can be combined for multiple registrations.

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
o Credit Card  o Personal Check  o Company Check  o P.O. Number

Credit Card Info: o MasterCard o VISA o Discover

Account Number: ________________________________________________

Exp. Date: __________________________ CSV Code: _________________

Cardholder Name (print): _________________________________________

Cardholder Address: _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

I authorize TCTELA to charge my credit card in the amount of
$ ______________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature: ____________________________________________

I have enclosed a check or purchase order made payable to TCTELA in 
the amount of:

$ ____________________ Check # _______________ P.O.# _____________
Accounting department representative responsible for payment:

Name: ______________________________ Phone _____________________

Contact email: ___________________________________________________

The registrant acknowledges that by knowingly submitting a fraudulent 
P.O. number or by not following your institution’s guidelines in obtaining 
a P.O., the registrant is liable for the full amount of the registration fee.

Complete form and mail with your payment by January 18, 2019 to: 
TCTELA, 919 Congress Avenue, #1400, Austin, Texas 78701

BOOTS, BORDERS, & BOOKS
THE MANY FACES OF LITERACY IN TEXAS

2019 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
Review the submission guidelines at http://www.tctela.org/english-in-texas
English in Texas, Vol. 48.2 (FALL/WINTER 2018)

Theme: Teachers Speaker

Manuscript Deadline: September 1, 2018

Column Deadline: September 15, 2018

Call for Submissions: The Fall/Winter issue of English in Texas will take a different structure than issues in the past. The issue 
encourages teacher input on the challenges, celebrations, concerns, and successes of day-to-day life interacting with students 
in the classroom, specifically related to the application of the new ELAR standards. The editors of English in Texas request 
submissions of shorter, classroom-focused pieces, especially from current classroom teachers, with emphasis put on readability, 
practicality, and ease of application.

We live in an age when teacher voices exist in a discouraging contradiction. Voices from the classroom are being silenced 
through censorship, public teacher shaming and invalidation, misaligned priorities, political interests, and the ubiquity of heavy-
handed standardization of curriculum and assessment. Yet concurrently, as the state of Texas implements new state standards, 
teacher input is perhaps more important thanever.

This adoption of the new Texas English Language Arts and Reading standards in particular presents a unique challenge and 
opportunity for Texas educators. Training will be offered to teachers from the state, region, and district levels as well as 
professional organizations like TCTELA, but when the rubber meets the road, the onus of responsibility for implementing the new 
standards will fall on classroom teachers. It is imperative that as teachers begin preparing for this major shift, they have places 
to turn to that offer support, ideas, sympathy, and resources to help them with the transition.

What are you doing in preparation for the upcoming standards? What are your concerns related to the implementation of the 
new ELAR standards? What classroom practices will you be relying on to help students achieve success? What restrictive forces 
act as barriers to you as you prepare for the transition? How do you prioritize your work as a teacher with so many competing 
forces demanding your time and energy? What do teachers, administrators, university faculty, state employees, and other 
interested parties need to know about your classroom, your kids, and your context?

We encourage you to make your voice heard in this timely and important issue of English in Texas. Our goal is to compile an 
issue that will leave teachers inspired and will be passed from classroom to classroom on campus. Please refer to the English in 
Texas manuscript submission guidelines. Do not hesitate to contact the editorial team at EnglishinTexas@uh.edu should you 
have any questions.

Furthermore, we invite interested individuals to submit ideas for our Fall/Winter columns, “Putting It All Together”and “The Tech- 
Savvy Teacher.” The below descriptions detail each column as well as provide information for contacting the column editor 
regarding your column idea. Please query the column editor BEFORE submitting you full column.

The columns to be published in the Fall/Winter Issues:

Putting It All Together: This column focuses on opportunities teachers provide to integrate reading, writing, listening and 
speaking. What are some successes you’ve had in integrating reading, writing, listening and speaking? What resources have you 
consulted? How do your students respond to integrated lessons as opposed to isolated lessons?To submit a column for 
publication consideration, please contact the editorial team at EnglishinTexas@uh.edu.

The Tech-Savvy Teacher: This column focuses on ways to incorporate technology into your daily teaching. What are some 
technology tools you’ve found useful? How do these tools inform your instruction? How do students respond to these tools? 
What is required to use these tools?To submit a column for publication consideration, please contact the editorial team at 
EnglishinTexas@uh.edu.

New Teacher Voices: This column provides a space for teachers with 3 or fewer years of classroom experience to have a voice. 
Share with other young teachers and remind veterans what it is like at the beginning of a teaching career. What are some of 
your great successes? What lessons have you learned from your failures? What is the best advice you have received? What 
resources do you count on to get you through? To submit a column for publication consideration, please contact the editorial 
team at EnglishinTexas@uh.edu.


