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from the blogosphere...

Fill your tank with loads of instructional ideas at: 
 http://twowritingteachers.org/

...to the website
Nominate one of your colleagues for a TCTELA award! The deadline 
is November 6, 2016. http://www.tctela.org/nominations

Deep, or his newest (due in November) fantasy book, Scythe, to 
your reading list because you will want to have your questions 
ready for him. He will be the speaker during the Friday luncheon.

Another recommendation for your Best Year Ever plan is to add 
education podcasts to your daily routine. Add a podcast to your 
commute, to the time you spend getting dressed in the mornings, 
or as a way to relax just before bed. They are usually very short  
(15 minutes or so), yet they are very inspiring and informative. Try 
either of Penny Kittle’s podcasts: The Book Love Foundation Podcast 
or Stories from the Teaching Life with Penny Kittle. Listeners will 
hear about Penny’s experiences in the classroom and often take in 
stories from students or other professionals like Donalyn Miller 
or Kelly Gallagher. What about The Yarn? This is a great podcast 
by Colby Sharp and Travis Jonker. Each episode allows listeners to 
hear an author of children’s or young adult literature unravel his/
her writing process. It is both fascinating and informative. Did  
I mention that Penny Kittle and Colby Sharp will both be at the 
TCTELA conference?

Finally, teachers should follow each other on Facebook and 
Twitter. There may be a lot of bad material out there on social 
media, but connecting with teachers who face the same challenges 
offers support that is necessary to make the Best Year Ever happen. 
One of the best on Twitter is John Schumacher @MrShuReads. His 
tweets are fun and full of great book suggestions. Try Matt Glover 
@Mattglover123 where you can find tweets about his professional 
book The Teacher You Want to Be: Essays about Children, Learning, 
and Teaching. That title definitely deserves to be a part of the 
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It’s the start of another school year, and I am certain that it 
came more quickly than many teachers wanted. However, in this 
message, I hope to help you forget about those lazy days spent by 
the pool (Who has those, really?) and those mornings sleeping 
late (I know we don’t get those.). It is time to put the lamenting 
behind us and focus on how to make this the best year ever.

If district training, kids’ schedules, or classroom cleanup kept 
you from finding the time to catch up on some great children’s 
and young adult literature this summer, it is not too late to make 
that a part of your Best Year Ever plan. How about starting with 
All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven? This is a humorous and 
touching piece of contemporary realistic fiction that is perfect 
for late middle and secondary students who want to read about 
love and loss. If you cry while reading, as I do, this one will 
definitely take you there. The best news is that if you like this 
book, Niven has Holding Up the Universe coming in October, and 
it is already getting glowing reviews from those lucky enough to 
get advanced copies. 

What about Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper? This 
wonderful work of historical fiction will teach elementary and 
young middle school students about a piece of history that is 
often unnoticed, growing up African American post- slavery yet 
pre- civil rights. The story is reminiscent of Mildred D. Taylor’s 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, yet it is much more accessible for 
younger readers. Then, part of your Best Year Ever plan can be 
to come to the 2017 TCTELA Annual Conference & Exhibition  
(http://www.tctela.org/2017-conference/) in January where Draper 
will be a luncheon keynote speaker and also conduct a workshop 
for attendees.

Speaking of the conference, this is a must in your Best Year 
Ever plan. The first step is to submit a proposal before September 
16th so that you can share all of the wonderful things that are 
happening in your classroom (http://www.tctela.org/2017-
presentation-proposal-form-1/). Then, be sure to register to attend 
the conference in Fort Worth on January 20-22. You can even add 
Neal Shusterman’s winner of the National Book Award, Challenger 

Making this year  
better than ever
By Kim Pinkerton, President
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Texas State Board of Education election
By Tracy Kriese, SLATE/NCTE Liaison and Angie Kissire, Legislative Action Committee Chair

Eight of Texas’ fifteen State Board of Education seats are up for election on November 8.  

District 1 (El Paso) Democrat Georgina Perez is competing with Green Party candidate 
Hugo Noyola, Jr., to fill the seat being vacated by Democrat Martha M. Dominguez.  Perez is 
a former middle school teacher and the founder of Tu Libro, an organization that provides 
books to students in rural El Paso area communities.  

District 5 (San Antonio) Democrat Rebecca Bell-Metereau and Libertarian Ricardo Perkins 
are challenging Republican incumbent Ken Mercer. Mercer is a technology project manager 
and a former Texas State Representative who first won election to the SBOE in 2006. Bell-
Metereau, a professor of English at Texas State University, first ran for the SBOE in 2010.  
Perkins is the President of Chemical Logic, Inc., a company he founded in 2009.

District 6 (Houston) Democrat Dakota Carter and Libertarian Whitney Bilyeu are 
challenging Republican incumbent Donna Bahorich.  Bahorich is the current Chair of the 
SBOE, named to that position by Governor Greg Abbott in 2015.  Carter is a psychiatrist 
pursuing his doctorate in education at the University of Houston, and Bilyeu is a public 
school teacher with graduate degrees in Curriculum and Instruction and in Education 
Administration.  Green Party Candidate Laura Palmer withdrew her candidacy for the seat 
in late July.

District 8 (Woodlands) Republican incumbent Barbara Cargill faces a challenge by Green 
Party candidate Kay “Kelly” Carpenter.  Cargill, a former science teacher, served as Chair of 
the SBOE from 2011-2015.  

District 9 (Mount Pleasant) Democrat Amanda Rudolph, Republican Keven Ellis, and 
Libertarian Anastasia Wilford are competing for the seat being vacated by Republican 
Thomas Ratliff.  Rudolph is a former teacher and current Professor of Education at 
Stephen F. Austin State University.  Ellis, founder of Ellis Chiropractic, is a businessman and 
community leader in Lufkin.  

District 10 (Florence) Democrat Judy Jennings is challenging Republican incumbent Tom 
Maynard.   Maynard is a former teacher and the current Executive Director of the Texas FFA 
Association.  He won election to the SBOE in 2012. Jennings has a doctorate in educational 
psychology and is the Director of Assessment at the Texas-based company Resources for 
Learning.  

District 14 (Waco) Republican incumbent Sue Melton Malone is running unopposed.  
Malone taught in Texas public schools for 36 years before winning election to the SBOE in 
2012.

District 15 (Amarillo) Republican incumbent Marty Rowley is running unopposed.  
Rowley is an attorney and certified mediator from Amarillo who was first elected to the 
SBOE in 2012. 

At the end of July, TCTELA sent all candidates a brief questionnaire inquiring about their 
positions on the expansion of high quality Pre-K, balanced literacy in instruction and 
assessment, support for the Texas Equity Plan, and implementation of the new SLAR/ELAR 
TEKS.  Candidates were also asked to share their thoughts about what they see as priorities 
for the SBOE.  Candidate responses will be made available through the TCTELA website 
this fall.  tkriese@eanesisd.net, angie.kissire@sonoraisd.net 

http://www.tctela.org/2017-conference/

2017 
TCTELA Conference

mailto:jennifer.engle@scisd.net
mailto:amyblakely@ventureall.com
mailto:tkriese@eanesisd.net
mailto:angie.kissire@sonoraisd.net
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Recognizing the SBOE ELAR TEKS Review Committee 
By Kim Pinkerton, President

Making this year better than ever 
continued from page 1

TCTELA has spent the last 18 months advocating for literacy 
teachers during the ELAR TEKS revision process. We have used 
surveys and forums to capture teacher voices and shared those 
voices at each SBOE meeting and through various reports. The 
work has been extremely meaningful and effective, but, to be 
honest, it was demanding, requiring much time and effort on the 
part of TCTELA leadership.  With that said, TCTELA would not 
trade the experience for anything, as it put literacy leaders and 
teachers at the front of the TEKS revision conversation; their 
voices were heard.

But, did you know that another group has been advocating 
for you over the last 18 months as well? A group of 60 literacy 
teachers, coordinators, curriculum specialists, college professors, 
instructional coaches, principals, and parents, representing all 
15 SBOE districts, comprised the SBOE ELAR TEKS Review 
Committees for four grade bands (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). The 
members of these review committees volunteered to go through 
a vetting process where their applications were scrutinized by 
SBOE members. After selection of only the most propitious 
candidates, the committees met to receive their charge, which 
would include the members dedicating many hours of their 
personal life to reviewing and revising the ELAR TEKS.

There were multiple face-to-face meeting sessions focused on 
reviewing the TEKS. These were three-day meetings taking place 
from September 2015 through April 2016. All required travel to 
Austin, lasted three days, and included weekends. In addition, 

Best Year Ever plan. Of course, TCTELA @TCTELA has a great 
presence on Twitter where you can find out what is happening in 
the organization and how to stay involved in literacy advocacy. 

If more professional learning is what your plan needs, then find 
Jeffrey D. Wilhelm, author of Reading Unbound: Why Kids Need to 
Read What They Want—and Why We Should Let Them, and Shanna 
Peeples, 2015 National Teacher of the Year, on Facebook. Wilhelm 
and Peeples will fill your vessel with ideas for how to motivate 
students to excel in literacy. Yes, you guessed it, Schumacher, Glover, 
Wilhelm, and Peeples will be speaking or conducting workshops at 
the conference too!

There are many ways that you can make this year great. No matter 
what, remember that students are counting on you. Be creative in 
how you engage yourself professionally and encourage others to 
join you in making a plan for the Best Year Ever! 
Kimmera.Pinkerton@tamuc.edu
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some committees held accompanying webinar meetings. Select 
committee members from each grade band were then asked to 
testify before the SBOE, again in Austin. Committee members 
spent countless hours preparing for meetings and testimony. Much 
time was spent at home researching and engaging in continuous 
thinking about the ELAR TEKS drafts.  Dr. Carol Revelle, a 9-12 
grade band committee member and TCTELA Past President, 
said, “We analyzed and talked through everything. Nothing was 
taken for granted. We were so meticulous and careful.”  

Like TCTELA, the SBOE ELAR TEKS Review Committees 
devoted much of their last year to this process, and they had the 
best interest of teachers and students in mind when they made 
recommendations for revisions. “We really tried to protect kids 
and teachers. We wanted them to have choices,” said Revelle.  
This is evident in the testimony that they provided to the SBOE 
(http://www.adminmonitor.com/tx/tea/).

Take some time to honor the committee members and the 
work that they did to support Texas literacy teachers and 
students. Review committee lists, recommendations, and 
revised TEKS drafts at http://tea.texas.gov/Curriculum_and_
Instructional_Programs/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_
Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/English_
Language_Arts_and_Reading_TEKS/. Thank a committee 
member for devoting his/her personal time to this process. They 
certainly deserve our gratitude, so from TCTELA, thank you.  
Kimmera.Pinkerton@tamuc.edu

Find us on Facebook
TCTELA - Texas Council of Teachers of English  
Language Arts 

Follow TCTELA 
on Twitter: @tctela

mailto:Kimmera.Pinkerton@tamuc.edu
http://www.adminmonitor.com/tx/tea/
http://tea.texas.gov/Curriculum_and_Instructional_Programs/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/English_Language_Arts_and_Reading_TEKS/
http://tea.texas.gov/Curriculum_and_Instructional_Programs/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/English_Language_Arts_and_Reading_TEKS/
http://tea.texas.gov/Curriculum_and_Instructional_Programs/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/English_Language_Arts_and_Reading_TEKS/
http://tea.texas.gov/Curriculum_and_Instructional_Programs/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/English_Language_Arts_and_Reading_TEKS/
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The NCTE Affiliate Leadership Meeting was held July 8-10, 2016, 
in St. Louis, Missouri.  Couched in a series of thought-provoking 
readings sprinkled throughout the weekend, Millie Davis, NCTE 
Senior Developer, Affiliates, lead representatives from NCTE 
affiliates in collaborative planning activities…even pausing to video 
the contributions! She set the tone for the three days together with 
an agenda built around goal setting, information gathering and 
analysis, and reflection.  

Inspiration from NCTE Leadership
Emily Kirkpatrick, NCTE’s Executive Director, began the 

goal setting by directing attention to matters of policy, practice, 
research, and innovation. She encouraged the group to “bring voice, 
relevance, and energy to English-teacher members—current and 
prospective—to increase value and ownership.” Ms. Kirkpatrick 
shared the nature of her work during her first months on the job. 
Along with the Executive Committee, she has been traveling across 
the United States to listen to the membership and to craft a clearer 
vision for NCTE. She summarized the themes she heard: 

• “When a teacher says they care about their students, it’s a 
declaration. It’s not a passive sentiment—it’s a personal rallying 
cry, a mantra, a call-to-action. Caring is hard work. It requires 
leadership and fight, strength and determination. It’s about 
getting out of bed each day, not just to play the game but to be 
the game changer. It starts by giving a damn. It succeeds by doing 
whatever we can to come together and drive.”

• “A teacher is never just a teacher. They’re an advocate. An 
ambassador. A champion. Teachers light the way in darkness. 
They forge a path where there is none. Often, doing the 
right thing means doing the tough thing. It requires grit and 
tenacity, spark and moxie. It’s standing up to take a stand and 

embracing new ways that empower students to better learn, 
create, think, and grow.” 

NCTE Vice President and Executive Committee Liaison to 
Affiliates, Dr. Jocelyn Chadwick, devoted her time to exploring 
these themes and how they might guide our work. She emphasized 
the Executive Committee’s desire to be collaborative, transparent, 
proactive, and above all, focused on K-12 teachers. Dr. Chadwick 
challenged attendees to “find our voices again,” “to take our power 
back,” and “to articulate our own narrative.” She views affiliates, 
like TCTELA, as truly positioned to advocate for the teaching 
community. She referred to affiliates as “the backbone of NCTE,” 
and she was clearly invested in representatives’ thinking and 
reflection throughout the weekend.  

Directions for TCTELA’s Future
The weekend’s thinking created ideas and plans. Suitcases and 

brains returned to Texas full of ideas to strengthen the Texas affiliates 
and exciting possibilities for the upcoming role Texas will fill for the 
national organization. Plans include increasing and showcasing the 
NCTE connection to TCTELA because the national organization 
has much to offer to the state affiliate in terms of expertise, vision, 
and support. Accessing this resource in more meaningful ways 
could significantly impact recruitment efforts, web and publication 
presences, and state conference contexts.  

Additionally, Texas leaders were able to have in-depth 
conversations with representatives from Georgia, the host state 
for NCTE 2016 (Atlanta), and Missouri, the host state for NCTE 
2017 (St. Louis). This collaborative work was a logical extension 
from the calls to action put forth from the NCTE leadership. The 
conference allowed for the opportunity to visit with current local 
arrangements committees for the next two national conventions to 
share questions and germinate new ideas as NTCE travels to Texas 
in 2018. It was an evening of sharing best practices, getting to know 
how other regional affiliates work to host such a large event, and 
making new and lasting connections nationwide. Begin planning 
NOW to serve as one of the 200 volunteers TCTELA will need to 
highlight its own special brand of Texas hospitality.  

Overall, the precepts of advocacy, collaboration, transparency, and 
support were woven throughout the weekend. The Texas leaders 
were honored to represent the state affiliate in all of its excellence, 
productivity, and influence. We were proud to be from TCTELA, an 
affiliate who has grown not only in membership but in focus and 
advocacy efforts. Some state affiliates are struggling to restart, and 
TCTELA is still going strong. Additionally, we were reminded of 
the critical resources NCTE offers as TCTELA seeks to continually 
improve and strengthen its work for the teachers of Texas.  

We close with a thought from Ta-Nehisi Coates, one of the 
authors who will be featured at the NCTE 2016 Convention in 
Atlanta, Georgia:  “This is your country, this is your world, this is 
your body, and you must find some way to live within the all of it.” 
petersond@uhd.ed; kellytumy@gmail.com

Advocacy matters: Report from the NCTE Affiliate 
Leadership Conference
By Diane M.Miller, Ph.D., Vice President for Membership and Affiliates and Kelly Tumy, Vice President-Elect for Membership and Affiliates

Carol Revelle, NCTE 
Standing Committee 
on Affiliates Region 6 
Representative, and the 
authors begin the “Texas” 
conversation,

(Left) Brainstorming and creating our “public vehicle”  
for 3-5 years in the future, 

(Above) A work in progress…possibilities abound!

mailto:petersond@uhd.ed
mailto:kellytumy@gmail.com


Visit www.ncte.org/annual for more
information.

Join NCTE in Atlanta, Georgia, to explore the many ways educators are 
advocates for their students, communities, and profession!

“Faces of Advocacy” takes place in
Atlanta, Georgia, November 17–20, 2016,
with workshops and special events
November 17 and November 20–22.

We’ll post new highlights and details on the website each week.
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN.
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Without a doubt, joining TCTELA provides each member with 
valuable takeaways: an award winning journal, participation in 
activities which make a difference in our profession, discounted 
conference fees, and so much more. More than five years have 
passed since TCTELA raised its membership dues, and, because of 
the increasing value that the organization imparts to its members, 

the TCTELA board recently voted to raise the annual membership 
fee $5---from $35-$40. This small increase will allow us to continue 
to meet the needs of our members while ensuring that we are poised 
and ready budget-wise to incorporate any important activities that 
may arise in this ever-changing atmosphere in ELA/R education.  
katrina.gonzales@scisd.net 

The 2016 NCTE Annual Convention will be held November  
17-20 in Atlanta, Georgia, at the Georgia World Congress Center.  
This year’s theme is Faces of Advocacy, an exploration of the many 
ways in which advocacy plays a role in our profession.

The speakers for Thursday’s general session are public education 
advocate Diane Ravitch and current NCTE president Doug Hesse.  
Ravitch is the author of New York Times bestseller Reign of Error:  
The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the Danger to America’s 
Public Schools.  Hesse is the founding Executive Director of the 
Writing Program at the University of Denver and a Professor of 
English. His is also the former Chair of the Conference on College 
Composition and Communication.  

On Friday, authors Firoozeh Dumas, Jason Reynolds, Meg 
Medina, Greg Neri, e.E. Carlton-Trujillo, and Sharon Draper will 

participate in a panel discussion on the topic of art as advocacy.  
The panel will share how their work as writers can foster change.  

Saturday’s General Session speaker is Ta-Nehisi Coates,  
a national correspondent for The Atlantic and the author of 
Between the World and Me, a New York Times bestseller on the topic 
of racism in America, written as a letter to the author’s teenage son.  
Sunday’s General Session will feature Brad Meltzer, a New York 
Times bestselling author of fiction, nonfiction, children’s books, 
and comic books.  Meltzer will discuss his work and a key theme in 
his writing:  the belief that ordinary people can change the world. 

Convention registration deadlines and rates can be found at  
ncte.org/annual/registration. Registration for convention workshops 
is separate and can be found at ncte.org/annual/workshops.  
The deadline for early registration is November 7th. 
tkriese@eanesisd.net

Minding the money: Musings from your  
Executive Secretary
By Katrina Gonzales, Executive Secretary

NCTE Annual Convention
By Tracy Kriese, SLATE/NCTE Liaison

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
Review the submission guidelines at http://www.tctela.org/english-in-texas

Publication: English in Texas Volume 46.2 (FALL/WINTER)

Theme: Transnationalism and Literacy Across Borders

Call for Submissions Deadline: September 1, 2016 ) / Column Deadline: October 1, 2016

Call for Professional Submissions: A frequent topic of debate at the state and federal level is related to immigration, with regular calls for deportation of immigrants who 
may not have legal United States citizen status. This has an impact on families of students who may have fled their home countries to the United States to escape situations 
that were less than ideal—including situations of living in conflict zones, drug cartels, and gang-related violence. Increasingly, these students end up in the public school 
system, with little to no support from the outside, and little contact with their home country.

However, the amount of students who are arriving daily from these experiences provides teachers an opportunity to reach out to these students, and to validate the literacy 
practices of their home cultures, thus bridging literacies across national and geopolitical borders. The content area of English language arts is one that promotes empathy, 
understanding, and recognition of cultural values. As Texas is a border state, with many students arriving daily in local classrooms with little to no hope of returning to their 
home countries, how can teachers ensure that students have the opportunity to explore their home cultures and literacies, while still meeting the requirements set for by 
state standards? How can teachers enhance literacy learning opportunities for students who may have witnessed atrocious crimes while living in conflict zones?

To provide students with opportunities to explore their home cultures and literacies, teachers must be able to consider points of view beyond their own beliefs. Teachers 
must be able to provide students with a cross-cultural experience, using literature and various texts--be they multimodal or traditional--that reflect complexity in terms of 
economic, social, political, aesthetic, moral, historical, and geographical contexts of a cultural group (Short, 2009). How can teachers explore their own cultural identities and 
develop conceptual understandings of students’ cultures? How can teachers develop an awareness and respect for different cultural perspectives as well as the 
commonality of human experience?

mailto:katrina.gonzales@scisd.net
http://www.tctela.org/english-in-texas/
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Calling all tweens, librarians, and educators from the greater Houston area (and 
beyond!)! Do you love books? So does Tweens Read, and we are excited to invite everyone 
to join in the fun at the 6th Annual Tweens Read Book Festival, October 22, 2016, at South 
Houston High School in Pasadena ISD.

The Tweens Read Book Festival was created to celebrate and promote reading by 
connecting tweens with authors. Come join in on the excitement of hanging out with 
others your age that are as crazy about books as you are. You will get meet your favorite 
authors for free. You will get to enjoy great books, food, and friends. You will even get to 
ask your favorite author questions at the end!

This year’s festival features 32 authors speaking on a variety of panels. The day will begin 
with a keynote by author Jason Reynolds, followed by five different breakout sessions, and 
ending with a keynote conversation between Trenton Lee Stewart and Adam Gidwitz. The 
day will conclude with a massive author signing event where every author at the festival 
will be available to autograph books for participants.

To learn more about the Festival, visit www.tweensread.com, follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/tweensread, or look for us on Twitter or Instagram using the handle 
@tweensread.  grithale@aol.com

School is starting soon, and with the start of school comes training 
after training for many teachers. As disseminators of information 
day in and day out, teachers need to remember to refresh their 
own learning souls by taking time to learn new pedagogy. Staying 
current in the field of English language arts allows teachers to be 
more engaging in the classroom and take national trends and make 
them applicable to classrooms state wide. Here are some easy steps to 
building a professional library.

1. Start with personal interests—Teachers can attend trainings 
that are generic, but inside each training is a pathway to make 
an ELA connection. Take the time to find a path from any 
training and connect it to current literature. 

2. Research and stay current—ELA publishers and multi-content 
publishers exist. Find an author who speaks to the teaching 
profession with a voice that stands out, follow that author, 
and make the pedagogy real in the classroom for teachers and 
students.

3. Check the bestseller lists—Both fiction and nonfiction bestseller 
lists offer an array of reading trends. Building a lesson from a 
current bestseller not only moves students toward the library 
and independent reading, it can also spark a new interest for 
teachers to refresh the teaching spirit. 

ktumy@hcde-texas.org

Connecting readers to authors
By Margaret Hale, President-Elect

Feeding the teacher soul by building a  
professional library
By Kelly E. Tumy, Vice President-Elect for Membership and Affiliates

Share your knowledge and expertise with your colleagues at the next 
TCTELA Annual Conference in January 2017. 
Proposals are now being accepted through September 16. 

For the online form visit http://www.tctela.org/2017-presentation-proposal-form-1/.

http://www.tweensread.com
http://www.facebook.com/tweensread
mailto:grithale@aol.com
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When young readers participate in the reading process and 
examine power relations between readers and authors, and ask 
questions, they are participating in Critical Literacy (Freire, 1985). 
Engaging in Critical Literacy allows teachers and students to ask 
questions and discuss the power of literacy and understand who 
is privileged or marginalized in our society (Comber, 2001). 
Reading critical picture books aloud to students supports their 
literacy development, while fostering an awareness of how systems 
of meaning and power affect people in all walks of life. By using 
critical questioning, teachers can encourage students to participate 
in critical discussions (Meller, Richardson, & Hatch, 2009). 
Though having critical conversations with your students may seem 
complex, teachers will be surprised by the ease with which these 
conversations will spring from Critical Literacy books. 

Teachers can encourage critical conversations through a Critical 
Literacy read-aloud using the following steps:  

1. Select a book that draws attention to social issues or 
raises questions about the social world. Book topics 
that lend themselves to critical conversations include 
relationships (Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne), 
gender (Oliver Button is a Sissy by Tomie de Paola), racism 
and immigration (The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson 
& E.B. Lewis), homelessness (Fly Away Home by Eve 
Bunting), nature (The Lorax by Dr. Seuss), and differing 
points of view (Where Does Tuesday Go? By Jeneen Brian & 
Michael King). 

2. Pre-read the book, looking for places where issues arise 
or passages that might serve as a springboard for a 
conversation about social issues. Look for vocabulary to 
introduce during a mini-lesson or a book introduction. 

Meller, Richardson, and Hatch (2009) suggest phrasing 
questions to “illicit children’s own questions, further their 
understanding of the issues in the book, and encourage 
the children to make connections between themselves and 
the text” (p. 77). Ask “why?,” “how?,” and “what do you 
think?” questions. 

3. While creating critical questions to use during the 
read-aloud, write them on sticky notes, and place them 
throughout the book. 

4. Encourage students to use their background knowledge. 
This can be done by asking thought provoking questions 
related to issues in the text or by sharing physical objects 
related to the book with the students. 

5. Conduct a picture walk through the book. Show the cover, 
title, and pictures, and ask students to make predictions. 

6. Read the story and discuss the information you have 
previously written on the sticky notes as you come to them 
in the text. Encourage students to make connections to 
their own lives and to other books. 

7. Have students write about or draw the events in the story, 
thinking about the discussion and relating it to their  
own lives.

8. Invite students to continue the discussion of the text 
and the issues it addresses. Consider using the book 
connections students shared as future Critical Literacy 
read-alouds. 

mmiller@shsu.edu; dcox@shsu.edu; hberg@shsu.edu 

Critical conversations can spring from books
By Melinda Miller, Co-Editor, English in Texas; Donna Cox, and Helen Berg

SAVE THE DATE
2016 NCTE Annual  
Convention

http://www.ncte.org/annual

Faces of Advocacy
Location: Atlanta Georgia
Dates: Nov.17-20, 2016
Workshops: Nov. 17, 20-22

Join the TEKS ELAR/SLAR  
conversation in 
the TCTLEA TEKS Forum.
For more information visit 

http://www.tctela.org/about-community.

mailto:mmiller@shsu.edu
mailto:dcox@shsu.edu
mailto:hberg@shsu.edu


CONFERENCE GRANT & SCHOLARSHIP
Attention pre-service teachers, apply for our grant to attend the 
TCTELA annual conference at no cost and receive 9 volunteer 
hours. Also apply to our scholarship for hotel accommodations at 
no cost while attending the conference!

THE GRANT BASICS (attend the conference at no cost)
▶ Must be a TCTELA Student member
▶ Volunteer to perform duties based on conference needs
▶ Choose to volunteer either Friday or Saturday based on workshops and  

sessions you would like to attend
▶ Dress and act professionally
▶ Must submit an essay
▶ Must have a professor recommendation

THE SCHOLARSHIP BASICS (stay at the hotel at no cost)
▶ Must be a pre-service teacher
▶ Must live 2+ hours away from the host hotel or show financial need
▶ Must submit the online application

LEARN MORE: http://www.tctela.org/pre-service-teacher-application/

Save the Date 
 
 

October 22, 2016 9:30am-5:00pm 

South Houston High School 

3820 South Shaver, South Houston, TX 

www.tweensread.com 

Save the Date 
 
 

October 22, 2016 9:30am-5:00pm 

South Houston High School 

3820 South Shaver, South Houston, TX 

www.tweensread.com 

http://www.tctela.org/pre-service-teacher-application/


Reflections SEEING LIFE 
THROUGH 

LITERATURE

Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts
52nd Annual Conference & Exposition
Worthington Renaissance Fort Worth Hotel
January 20-22, 2017
Visit tctela.org to book your hotel room. 
TCTELA Annual Conference sleeping room discount is available on a 
limited basis until December 16, 2016. You can also call the property 
directly 1-800-468-3571.

TCTELA Membership
Membership must be active at the time of registration and at the 
conference to receive the member rate. Membership is active for 
12 months from the date of joining or renewing.

Full Conference Package
Includes Friday through Sunday workshops, all professional 
development meals, membership celebration and poetry reading.
Before 12/16 o Member $320 o Nonmember $370
After 12/16 o Member $420 o Nonmember $470
Non-member fee also includes a professional membership for one year.

One-day Conference Pass: 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday 
Professional development meals are not included.
Select one day o FRIDAY PASS o SATURDAY PASS
Before 12/16 o Member $160 o Nonmember $210
After 12/16 o Member $260 o Nonmember $310

 o SUNDAY PASS
Before 12/16 o Member $85 o Nonmember $135
After 12/16 o Member $185 o Nonmember $235

Three-day, Al-La-Carte Conference Pass
Professional development meals are not included.
Before 12/18 o Member $230 o Nonmember $280
After 12/18 o Member $330 o Nonmember $380
Non-Member fee also includes a professional membership for one year.

Professional Development Meal Tickets
o Friday Luncheon with Neal Shusterman $45
o Saturday Luncheon with Sharon Draper $45
o Sunday breakfast with authors $20

Student, Parent or Retired Conference Pass
Professional development luncheons are not included.
Before 12/18 o Member $175 o Nonmember $200
After 12/18 o Member $270 o Nonmember $295
Non-Member fee also includes a student/parent/retired membership 
for one year.

o Printed copy of Program Book $5 (limited availability)
o Suggested Community Outreach Donation $1 (include in total)

Grand Total $ __________________________________

Registrant Information
Terms and Conditions: Refunds before 12/16/16 will be processed with a $50 
cancellation/name change fee, and no refunds will be provided after that date. 
Incomplete registrations will not be processed. Payment is required by the first 
day of the conference.

Registrants are responsible for submitting an invoice to the institution.

Registration is also available online at tctela.org.

I am registering as a:
o Current member  o Non-Member  o Student, Parent, or Retired

Name: ____________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________

Phone: (H): ______________________(W): ________________________

District name/ESC/Institution: ___________________________________

School Campus: _____________________________________________

E-mail: (H): _____________________(W): ________________________
Email address must be unique for each registration form. 
All confirmation information will arrive by email.

o Elementary o Middle o High
o College o Administration
o Please check if you require specific aids or services under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act in order to participate in this conference.

Submit separate forms for each registration.
Check amount can be combined for multiple registrations.

Payment Information 
o Credit Card     o Personal Check     o Company Check     o P.O. Number

Credit Card Info: o MasterCard o VISA o Discover

Account Number: ____________________________________________

Exp. Date: ________________________ CSV Code: ________________

Cardholder Name (print): ______________________________________

Cardholder Address: __________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________

I authorize TCTELA to charge my credit card in the amount of
$ ________________________________________________________

Authorized Signature: _________________________________________

I have enclosed a check or purchase order made payable to TCTELA in the 
amount of:

$ ___________________Check # _____________P.O# _____________

Accounting department representative responsible for payment:

Name: ___________________________ Phone ___________________

Contact email: ______________________________________________
The registrant acknowledges that by knowingly submitting a fraudulent P.O. 
number or by not following your institution’s guidelines in obtaining a P.O., 
the registrant is liable for the full amount of the registration fee.

Complete form and mail with your payment by January 13, 2017 to: TCTELA, 919 Congress Avenue, #1400, Austin, Texas 78701

2017 Conference Registration Form
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