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New York, NY—Today, the Right to Counsel NYC Coalition, JustFix, and the Anti-Eviction
Mapping Project are excited to release the “COVID 19 Worst Evictors List,” which lists the
top 20 landlords who have sued the most tenants since COVID began and therefore stand to
benefit the most if the eviction protections expire. This list features never before seen data
based on the number of households sued for eviction and demonstrates how the widespread
use of housing court to threaten and evict tenants by particular landlords is part of what’s driving
the eviction crisis.

There are over 225,000 active eviction cases in New York State.  Just one month from today,
unless our state legislature takes the necessary actions to extend the eviction protections, they
will expire, and the pending eviction crisis will soon be deeply felt.

“This pandemic has devastated our communities.  As someone who has faced down eviction, I
can’t imagine dealing with all of the fear and anxiety of eviction on top of managing this ongoing
pandemic,” says Randy Dillard, CASA Leader and Right to Counsel NYC Coalition
Steering Committee Member. “ These Worst Evictors should be ashamed.  And our city should
be ashamed to be funding and fueling this crisis.  We need the city and the state to take action
to stop evictions as business as usual and to create deeper protections for tenants across the
state, like Right to Counsel for All.”

This crisis is neither inevitable nor justifiable. As we’ve seen, landlords have done quite well
during one of the worst public health and economic crises of our times.  The number one
landlord on the list, Lefrak, who has sued more than 2,500 households during the pandemic, is
on the Forbes list of the top billionaires. They are not alone.

"Unfortunately it's not surprising that Zara is one of the worst evictors in NYC. They have been
so aggressive and use a variety of tactics, including what the NY Attorney General is suing them
for: new fees, changing our rent due day, invalidating our old leases, charging for keys, sending
intimidating letters, construction all over the building, poor maintenance, taking away our
meeting space in the lobby, and so much more that the list would be endless. But the worst
came with the pandemic: at a time when stable housing could literally mean the difference
between life and death, landlords like Zara decided to double down on tactics, trying to evict
tenants who have fallen behind on rent. While they profit, a single immigrant mother like myself -
supporting my son through college and caring for my 90 year-old mother - is facing eviction
even after they got most of my rent arrears from the government's ERAP program. It's time to
get our priorities right: use the City and State resources to keep people home and hold

http://www.worstevictorsnyc.org
https://www.righttocounselnyc.org/evictioncrisismonitor
https://www.jpmorganchase.com/institute/research/household-debt/how-did-landlords-fare-during-covid


millionaire landlords accountable," says Cristina Jeffers, Tenant leader with the Zara Tenant
Coalition and Catholic Migration Services.

The list also illustrates the complicity of the banks and the city and state who fund these worst
evictors, fueling and enabling these abuses of housing court. Eighteen of the top 20 worst
evictors receive public funding. Moreover, 18 out of 20 of the top evictors participate in some
public subsidy program, where they receive tax exemptions or other benefits from a municipal or
federal program. Almost all landlords on the list have a past history of evicting large numbers of
their tenants prior to the pandemic.

“Our analysis of the city’s worst evictors echoes what tenants and organizers have known for a
long time. These evictors are not lone actors; they are part of a larger system that supports their
business practices,” says Sam Rabiyah, Data Lead with JustFix. “Nearly all landlords on this
list receive public funding and participate in subsidy programs, and several names on the list are
known to have close ties with city agencies as affordable housing developers.”

"With such a devastating pandemic, landlords are not thinking about tenants as humans. If they
evict us, especially in the winter, we will be in the street.  When they evict you, you are out in the
cold.   We say housing is a human right.  So why must we fight so hard to have a home?  My
landlord made sure every month he sent us the rent bill and how much time we have before our
eviction.  He kept reminding us that when the moratorium is over we will get taken to housing
court, the building he owns, and we can get evicted.  There are so many violations: rodents,
roaches, and so many other repairs.  And when we want repairs done, you never get that as
fast as those eviction reminders he sent us," says Paulette James, tenant leader who lives in
a building owned by Worst Evictor Bistricer and Steering Committee Member with the
Flatbush Tenant Coalition.

Along with the list, the groups also released an interactive map that shows where the worst
evictors have sued their tenants for eviction during the COVID-19 pandemic. Visitors of the map
can visualize how these pending evictions relate to COVID-19 case rates, race, income and
other factors inextricable from the eviction crisis.

Tenants can go to www.worstevictorsnyc.org to see the Worst Evictors List, the map of
evictions, learn about their rights, and connect to lawyers and tenant organizing groups.

####

The Right to Counsel NYC Coalition (RTCNYC) is a tenant-led, broad-based coalition dedicated
to disrupting Housing Court as a center of displacement and stopping the eviction crisis that has
threatened New York City families, neighborhoods, and homes for too long. RTCNYC is made
up of tenants, organizers, advocates, legal services organizations and more. Our work is rooted
in principles of equity, dignity, humanity, diversity and justice.

JustFix co-creates tools with tenants, organizers, and legal advocates to fight displacement and
achieve stable, healthy housing for all. We use technology as a means to further housing justice
and empower underrepresented tenants to organize, take action against landlord harassment,
and fight wrongful evictions. JustFix believes housing is a human right and by leveraging
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technology with housing justice movements, we seek to shift power to historically
disenfranchised communities.

The Anti-Eviction Mapping Project is a volunteer-run data visualization, data analysis, and
storytelling collective documenting the dispossession of residents in gentrifying landscapes.
Originally founded in the San Francisco Bay Area to support anti-displacement efforts in the
wake of the latest tech boom, the collective expanded to New York City and Los Angeles in
2017, and has since been collaborating with NYC residents and community groups to document
stories of displacement.

https://antievictionmap.com/

