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Riley County Republican Newsletter                           

Second Quarter: April, May, June 2017 

WELCOME from the Riley County Chair, John Ball 

Are you proud to be a Riley County Republican??  It's something that I've been 

reflecting on as of late.  We certainly can be proud that Trump, despite many 
odds, continues to do exactly as he promised he would do! Each day he 
brings life back to our country! 

President Trump and His New Cabinet 

 
 

Here in Riley County, we have a new elected team of officers and 
volunteers who are beginning to build up the party with various outreaches 

to the community. I have listed a few activities here along with some 
photos taken over the last three months here in Riley County.  



In February, Riley County hosted the   State GOP Convention                                       
in Manhattan,  February 10,11 at the Hilton Garden Inn.

 

Riley County Chair, John Ball, opened up with the Pledge of Allegiance.                                                       
The main speaker was Col. Allen West. A graduate of K-State, he received a 

complementary Riley County Republican Logo button. 

 

Our county was represented with a welcome booth smartly decorated by Lynn and 
Mark Mowrey. Gail Lortscher and Holly Friesen enjoyed the Kansas For Life Breakfast 

with speakers like Senator Jerry Moran and Ron Estes. Ron was once our Kansas 
Treasurer, now a candidate for the 4th District Congressman positon vacated by Mike 

Pompeo, recently appointed Director for the CIA.                                                                  
Election is April 11th. To support him, go to https://estesforcongress.com/ 

 

 

 



At the Saint Patrick's Day Pancake Breakfast, it was good to see 
Republican's getting together to socialize and have a good time.                                                                                                                                    

Thanks to Events Chair Lynn Mowrey for organizing a wonderful day! 

                                                
Judy helps make pancakes – used about 18 lbs of pancake mix 

                                                                
The Train Depot was full 

 

Thanks to Pastor Nate Wilson and his family, The Kansan Celts, for their Irish music.             
Our County Commissioner, Ben Wilson, played the fiddle! 



We got our Republican brand out in front of Manhattan citizen's 
during the Annual Saint Patrick's Day parade. 

 
Mark and Susie Taussig carry the banner with train conductor Ron Lortscher 

 

The conductor Ron Lorscher charmed the crowds. 

  

Kerrick Kuder, Sandy Hoffman, with her niece, enjoy the ride. Vicki Rodriguez rides the 
train with new friends. 



These times were fun, but what does the 
Republican name really stand for and what do 
we have to be proud of.  Let’s take a look at 
what kind of party we are and what we believe.                                                                                              

Going all the way back to President Lincoln in 

1861-1865, we became the party of freedom 

and equal rights for all people regardless of 

their skin color, gender, or personal 

beliefs.  One example was how we passed the Voting Rights Act and 

eliminated the Jim Crow laws.  Today, we can confidently say, we are 

the party that believes that unborn children should be protected and 

not horrifically executed in the womb.  We are the party of personal 

responsibility but also one of providing a helping hand to those in 

need.  We are a party that believes in "just right size" government 

and minimum taxation, but maximum personal freedom to live as we 

see fit and spend our own hard earned money on our own family 

priorities.   We are a party that believes in legal immigration and the 

compassionate enforcement of our laws. We are a party that believes 

in the truth and don't make-up "facts" to support our political 

principles.  We are a party that supports peaceful dissent and free 

speech, but abhors all forms of intimidation and violence to suppress 

free speech.  All in all, I'd say that there is a lot for all Republican's to 

be proud of.--  John Ball 

 

To see our Kansas Party Platform, go to www.kansas.gop and click on the tab 

“Organization”. You will find several pictures. Click on  “2016 Party Platform” and read 

up on what we believe. It is the positive message we have to share with others. Then take 

a look at the Calendar of Events for Riley County. Also consider giving $100., $50.  $25., 

$10. Whatever you can donate to help our party win elections here locally and state 

wide.  Send donations to our Treasurer, Mark Taussig at 1845 Virginia Dr. ,Manhattan, KS. 

66502.  Make Checks out to : Riley County Republican Party. Email: 

taussig2001@yahoo.com or text Mark 785-410-1926. 

Other Questions can be directed to John 785-410-8168, jandjball@gmail.com or 
Lynn  620-287-3311. New to RCRP? Sign up for newsletter HERE: 

http://www.rileyks.gop/ 

http://www.kansas.gop/
mailto:jball@gmail.com


  Mark Your Calendars!                                                  

Riley County Calendar of Events                   

APRIL        MAY     JUNE 

Republican Ladies Fellowship Potluck & Planning                                         

6:30 to 8pm   First Monday of every month. Next meeting is                               

April 3 at 3159 Ella Lane. Main dish provided. Sign up to sides.                     
Contact Holly Friesen: hollycfriesen@gmail.com  or call/text 785-477-1142 

--Other dates are May 1, June 5 

                          

Riley County GOP Coffee Talk 

VISTA COFFEE TALK moves North: Saturday, 9:00-10:30am, April 
15th, is going North in Riley County. County Commissioner, Marvin 
Rodriguez will be sharing current county news. Come join us in 
Leonardville at the Nelson’s Landing. Directions: Hwy 24 west. Left turn 

at the Riley sign.  Turn right 24 N at the Crossroads Baptist church. Follow Hwy 
24 north into Leonardville. Nelson’s Landing is downtown. Look for the sign.  
Contact Lynn Mowrey: lynn.mowrey2@gmail.com or call/text 620-287-3311 

---Other dates are May 20th, June17th. 

 

Volunteer Training Workshop 
Monday May 1st, 6:30 to 8:30pm ,Pottorf Hall, Clover Room 
For Volunteers, Precinct Officers and Potential Candidates 

 Special Guest speaker Clay Barker,  Executive Director for the 

Kansas GOP.  Meet your Riley County Team and other like-minded 
Republicans in our county.   Come away with some goals and tools 

to restore and build up a positive influence here in Riley County. 
There will be finger foods   and beverage provided by the 
Republican Ladies Fellowship.  Come early.   Bring  donations!!  

Contact: Holly at 785-477-1142   hollycfriesen@gmail.com                                                                                 

Stay tuned to your email box for further flyers and events.  

************************************************************* 
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Volunteers                                                                                                                                                                     
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the 
Republican Party.  Without our loyal party 
supporters, voters, and volunteers, our 

party and candidates would not be able to sustain our electoral successes of recent 
years.  It is critical that our candidates receive as much support as we can give them 
through the party.  The Riley County Republican Party is committed to providing our 
local candidates, from the top of the ballot to the bottom, with the support they need to 
win in elections. 

 
Sign up to help!  

Contact Committee Chairs 
 

Calendar& Events: Volunteers help with any details the Chair requests in securing 

monthly events, locations, venues and speakers, as well as set up/tear down. 
Information about event is given to Advertising. Volunteers can help to design 
brochures, flyers and posters for the event, along with any other promotions ideas. 

Chair Contact: Lynn Mowrey  lynn.mowrey2@gmail.com or 620-287-3311 
 

Equipping: This committee serves as a volunteer resource for outreach , training 

volunteers and assists Events and Campaigns. Those who like phone calling, writing 
thankyous, sending out invites, stuffing envelopes, walking precincts, hospitality and 
food service would like this committee. Monthly meetings such as Ladies Fellowship and 
Training Workshops will need volunteers to help prepare for them and promote them. 
Chair Contact: Holly Friesen, hollycfriesen@gmail.com or 785-477-1142.  
 

Communications:  If you like to write letters, editorials, write and speak radio ads, 

or other talking venues for the community, this committee is for you. This committee 
supports candidates and Republican polices and responds positively to mis-information 

locally.       Chair Contact: John Matta, jmatta50@gmail.com 
 

Advertising: Assist in brochure, flyers, Newsletter, Facebook, Twitter and other 

forms of communication as the Chair and help with other committee’s request. 

Technical experience necessary. Chair Contact: Mark Mowrey, 
mamowrey@sbcglobal.net or 785-393-7271 
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A word from our Kansas GOP Chair : 2017 Municipal Elections 

 What a great time to be a Republican! On November 8, 2016, the Republican Party won 
back the White House, retained control of both houses of 
Congress, grew our super majorities in governor’s mansions 
across the country, and expanded our control of state 
legislative chambers in every corner of America. Voters made it 
clear that they want Republicans to take the country in a bold 
new direction, and we will. 
                                                          
Despite this great success for Republicans on a national level, 
and our Party’s incredible success here in Kansas, Democrats 

unfortunately continue to find success at the local and municipal level. At a time when 
their party is moving ever further to the left, the fact is that Democrats still hold many 
local offices in our conservative state. 
  
But the good news is that in 2017, Kansans, for the first time will go to their ballot 
boxes to elect new local leaders in November. And with our success at the national and 
state level, Republicans go into municipal elections with incredible momentum.  
  
Republicans winning at the local level will not only bring conservative solutions to the 
local level, but it will also strengthen our bench of future Republican leaders, as today’s 
mayors, city council representatives, and school board members are 
tomorrow’s legislators, statewide officials, etc.  
  
Will you join us in helping elect more Republicans next year to municipal office? I hope 
you will. If so, there are a few very important things you can do right now to help: 
 
Encourage and recruit Republicans to run for local office or consider running 
yourself!  Candidates must file by June 1, 2017. The primary election will be August 1, 
2017.  The general election will be November 7, 2017.  Contact you county elections 
officer for details. 
 
Hold seminars to inform interested Republicans about the role and responsibilities of 
local elected officials and how to run for local office. (MAY 1st, Pottorf Hall-Manhattan.) 
 
Forward this email to as many people as you can. We must put our state on notice that 
we will not sit idly by and allow the party of Barack Obama, Bernie Sanders and Hillary 
Clinton to continue to win elections at the local level. 
 
Consider making a donation of $50, $25, or even $10 to help our efforts to elect more 
Republicans to local office next year.  It is critical that Kansas Republicans continue our 



momentum. While we celebrate our tremendous victories and accomplishments, we 
cannot rest for one minute  — there is simply too much at stake. 
  
Thank you very much for everything you do for the Republican Party, our candidates, 
and for advancing conservative principles in our state and nation.      
 

Kelly Arnold 
Kansas GOP Chairman        Join the KSGOP Builder’s Club: KSGOP.org 
 

***************************************************************************** 

College Republicans! 

 

K-State College Republicans is active and willing to serve. They meet every 

other Monday in the student union at 6:30pm -rooms vary. To get more 

involved or for information, contact President, Taylor Latham:  

taylorlatham03@ksu.edu or call her at 620-617-6020 

************************************************************************ 

If you would like to send this to your friends and family, please 

encourage them to sign up through our website:  www.rileyks.gop . 

See you at our events, Sincerely, Holly Friesen, Secretary and Newsletter Editor.  

************************************************* 
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