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Charleston City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Candidate Name:  _______Naomi Bays_________________ Ward: ___At-Large____ 

 

 
1. “Housing first” is an approach to homelessness that prioritizes providing chronically 

homeless people with affordable housing and providing them with social services, rather 
than requiring social services as a precondition to accessing housing or criminalizing 
homeless populations. It has proven effective in dramatically reducing chronically 
homeless populations in other cities. Do you support a “housing-first” model for dealing 
with homelessness in Charleston?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 

 

It is my understanding that Covenant House utilizes Housing First approach.  The 

program is successful with Covenant House and should continue if that is their desire.    

 

2. As a city council member, will you commit to hosting town halls in your district to  
solicit community input on redevelopment plans and other municipal issues?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
 

 

I believe it is important to provide citizens multiple aveniest for imput. Town Halls, targeted 

surveys online or mailed, canvassing and/or social media should be utilized to gain a better 

perspective on a plan or issue and make sure it meets the needs of the community.  

 

3. Do you support the CURA Commission following and funding the West Side Community 
Renewal Plan (2008)?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 
 Please explain your position. 
 

I support a plan that has satisfies CURAs guidelines.  The plan needs updated as it is a decade 

old and all the data upon it was built has changed significantly.   I would like to see a plan that 



focuses on all areas of the West Side with clear action goals, goal champions and timelines.   

 

4. In 2016, the Charleston Police Department committed to an eight-point plan to begin 
combating racial disparities in policing and arrests 
[http://wvmetronews.com/2016/10/04/charleston-police-announce-plan-to-improve-race-
relations-community-engagement/]. What are your specific ideas for building on and 
expanding this effort? 

 

I have researched this initiative and have found very little information on it other than a press 

conference announcing the 8 points and 1 initial training under the previous Chief of Police.  I 

have not found any data or articles about the training after it occurred.    With that being said, 

reading the guidelines, training should be provided to all current and new recruits of the Police 

Department and other public safety officials.   There should be remedial training offers as well.   

I would like to see reflections of the trained officers after 1 year of the training.     

I am not able to provide more specific ideas since I lack data.  

 

5. What services are you aware of in our community that provide activities, recreational 
facilities and after-school programs for young people? What would you do to support and 
expand such programs? 

 
Charleston has many community centers, private and public afterschool programs as well as 
FRNs that operate programs.   I believe each community center needs to be reevaluated to see 
if they are providing adequate equipment and the services that the community desires.  Better 
programs for tweens and teenagers are needed : more tutoring focus, anti-bullying, 
communication skills (professional to conflict resolutions), life skills (budgeting, finance, credit 
health, changing tires, reading contracts, etc).  
 
 
 
6. Please provide anything else you’d like us to know about why you are running for 

Charleston city council. 
 
As a small business owner, I am committed to attracting and maintaining small businesses.  We 
need to improve communication between city departments and business owners, so they are 
aware of timelines for road repair or other events that might impact flow of business. We need to 
take a hard look at our neighborhoods and identify what basic needs services (grocery to 
pharmacy) exists or lacks and where they would be best positioned.   That would go further in 
recruitment of businesses if there is an identified area with a need/desire. Folks should be able 
to get basic needs met without the use of a car or public transportation.   I have initiatives in 
mind that would allow citizens to alert city departments of infrastructure or public safety issues. I 
would encourage arts or entertainment events geared towards teenagers and seniors.  There is 
a lack of events that appeal to them specifically.  Development of walking trails in various 
neighborhoods that include an educational component.  


