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Charleston City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Candidate Name:  Caitlin Cook Ward: At-Large  
 
 

1. “Housing first” is an approach to homelessness that prioritizes providing chronically 
homeless people with affordable housing and providing them with social services, rather 
than requiring social services as a precondition to accessing housing or criminalizing 
homeless populations. It has proven effective in dramatically reducing chronically 
homeless populations in other cities. Do you support a “housing-first” model for dealing 
with homelessness in Charleston?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
I support “housing first” because the data shows it works. Forcing someone into a 
program/assistance as a precondition for housing puts an important relationship on 
shaky ground to start. It’s unlikely trust will be built, and in turn, a desire for help will 
arise.  

Furthermore, it’s the most compassionate and logically approach to the issue. Housing 
is the beginning path to dignity, and with housing, I truly believe we could grow and 
work together as a community on a number of issues.  
 

2. As a city council member, will you commit to hosting town halls in your district to  
solicit community input on redevelopment plans and other municipal issues?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
 
In a city Charleston’s size it is baffling to me that there in not more community input and 
more collaboration.  It is imperative community members are a driving force behind 
redevelopment projects and other community issues. If our community is a part of a 
project or have full buy-in, then we are not only missing opportunities, but we’re 
intentionally leaving areas of our community behind. That can no longer go 
unaddressed.  

 

3. Do you support the CURA Commission following and funding the West Side Community 
Renewal Plan (2008)?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 



 Please explain your position. 
 

It is immensely troubling that our city put this plan on hold. If you look at the projects 
CURA has funded, I would suggest the 2008 West Side plan is more than worthy of 
funding. We cannot neglect areas of our city while at the same time pouring millions of 
dollars worth of investment into other areas. Our city government ought to represents 
people and various communities within the municipality equally – we have fallen short 
and have much to catch up on.  
 
 

4. In 2016, the Charleston Police Department committed to an eight-point plan to begin 
combating racial disparities in policing and arrests 
[http://wvmetronews.com/2016/10/04/charleston-police-announce-plan-to-improve-race-
relations-community-engagement/]. What are your specific ideas for building on and 
expanding this effort? 

 
It’s an important start. However, we need to focus on more relationship building between police 
officers and community members, especially in high crime areas. There are several prongs of the 
approach, such as anti-racism training and deescalating training, that start to get at the structural 
root cause and I believe more of the focus needs to be there.  

As a community, we need to acknowledge parts and people in this city have been, and in many 
instances, still are treated differently. It would be a great start to further what’s been put in place 
by asking/planning with impacted community members as how best to improve this program.  

 

5. What services are you aware of in our community that provide activities, recreational 
facilities and after-school programs for young people? What would you do to support and 
expand such programs? 

 
 
We are lucky to have community leaders throughout the city step up and provide a number of 
after school options facilities by both private and public entities. On the West Side and East End 
nonprofits like the Bob Burdette Center, Salvation Army, East End Community Resource Center 
and Rev. Watts provide young kids a safe environment and resources that might not otherwise 
be accessible to low-income kids who deserves these opportunities just as much as any other 
kid. The YMCA offers a tremendous array of programs, however, it is my understanding that the 
Y offers a limited amount of scholarship opportunities. The city’s rec centers offer a variety of 
options for kids, if the season and equipment resources comply.  
 
I would like to see us as a city do a better job of identifying kids who would like more access to 
after school programs and connect them with those. We need to do a better job of taking 
inventory of our existing resources and how much they’re used; that will allow us to make better 
informed decisions in investing in other equipment or staff at centers.  
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One thing I would love to see the city of Charleston do is host free sports camps.The city of 
Youngstown did a serious of these – swimming, basketball and football.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Please provide anything else you’d like us to know about why you are running for 

Charleston city council. 


