
Rise Up West Virginia – Charleston City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Joseph Jenkins – Ward 12 
 
1. Yes - A housing first approach has proven, both nationally and locally, to be 
successful at addressing chronic homelessness. It is why HUD, during the previous 
administration, implemented rules to prioritize its funding. It has also proven to be 
cheaper as compared to the costs associated with living on the street including law 
enforcement and jail, medical treatment, etc. Finally, it is well-known that meeting 
the basic needs of a person builds a solid foundation that allows that person to 
successfully tackle other needs such as drug abuse, mental health and 
unemployment. 
 
2. Yes - Transparency is a central tenet of my campaign. My personal cell phone 
number - 304-575-9202 - is currently and will continue to be made readily available 
so that anyone with a concern, question or suggestion can contact me.  Furthermore, 
not only do I support hosting town halls in my ward, I believe as much information 
about city government should be available online in a timely fashion, including live-
streaming of city council meetings. Finally, I beleive that too often our city leaders 
want to "tell" folks what should be done rather than asking them what they would 
like to happen. Sometimes it's better to actively listen rather than speak. I've learned 
this important lesson in my day job and will bring that experience to city council. 
 
3. Don’t Know - In line with my closing to number two above, I believe it should 
be left up to the citizens of  the West Side community on whether they support 
CURA following and funding the renewal plan. If the West Side community 
supports the renewal plan, as should be evidenced by the advocation of their 
councilmembers, then I will follow their lead. However, having limited knowledge 
of the specifics of the renewal plan, I question whether the renewal plan, which was 
written ten years ago, is still valid in its current form? And should it be updated to 
reflect the recent surge in investment in the community, particularly the Elk City 
area? 
 
4. First, a semiannual/annual evaluation of the initiatives should be conducted 
by the working group that developed the initiatives. After conducting some research 
on the matter, I found that there is limited information available online; and 
therefore, believe that the data collected and updates on the various efforts need to 
be publicized more.  Transparency keeps these initiatives fresh in the minds of those 
they affect and facilitates accountability.  With this information in hand, it can be 



better determined which initiatives are working, which aren't and which can be 
enhanced. The working group is the best source for specific ideas for building up 
and expanding this effort. This is a great example of where I should listen, ask 
questions, become more informed and not tell folks what should be done. I believe 
it wise and appropriate to defer to the recommendations of the working group.    
 

Second, I believe the efforts to enhance communication and cooperation 
between the community and police should be continued and conducted whenever 
feasible.  For example, I attended the CPD Citizen's Police Academy which provides 
a wealth of information on the inner workings of the Department. Members of 
impacted communities should be encouraged to sign up and attend. Understanding 
is a two-way street.   
 

Finally, as a personal matter and volunteer neighborhood assistance officer 
with the CPD, I will avail myself of available anti-racism training, obtain more 
knowledge about the issues, work to recognize and address my own biases and act 
accordingly so as to facilitate the initiatives. 
 
5. A few of the services I am aware of: Clay Center day/summer camps; CPD 
Safety City and Junior Police & Leadership Academy; KCBOE Third Base Program; 
YWCA Mel Wolf Child Development Center; and City of Charleston Parks and 
Recreation Department.    
 

Support for these programs and services can be provided at little cost by 
linking to the services from the city website.  I also believe it would be beneficial to 
put together a new resident information "packet" that lists available services, 
facilities and other items of interest for new residents, particularly those with 
children.  These packets could be passed out by: local real estate agents; 
rental/apartment complexes; churches; businesses and community groups.   
 

I also believe there is a need to evaluate the city's assets, such as unused or 
underutilized facilities, to see if they could be used for child/youth 
programs/services, other community programs/services or even a city-initiated 
program/service rather than sitting empty and costing the City money to maintain 
them. The city should be a leader in putting unused property to good use and it should 
start at home. Of particular interest to me and my ward is the Vandalia Neighborhood 
Center and pool. They were vacant for several years until a lease was signed in the 
past year with the Lucy Quarrier Weavers. This is good, but it should not have taken 
the City several years to find a tenant, the lease is only for six months and therefore 



is not a long-term solution for the center and the pool is still vacant. It should also 
be noted that the center and pool are in the predominantly lower income, African-
American Vandalia neighborhood. As evidenced by the vacancy of the local 
community center and pool, this area has long been forgotten by the City. For 
example, just this week, it’s my understanding that the City Council failed to list, if 
it even considered, the Vandalia neighborhood as a Zone of Opportunity under the 
new federal tax regime, which would have potentially encouraged investment - 
investment that could bring the center and pool back into use. As a neighbor, I take 
umbrage at the lack of interest and diligence in pursuing options for the City's unused 
and underutilized facilities and lack of attention to some neighborhoods. I seek to 
change that if I am elected. I will pursue the evaluation and utilization of all of the 
City's assets. 
 
6. Why should I be your councilmember? I love Charleston. It is where I have 
chosen to live for over ten years to have a career, start a family and raise my kids. 
Let’s get back to basics by: 
 
-Ensuring OUR Safety  
-Caring for OUR Children  
-Investing in OUR Infrastructure  
-Enhancing OUR Local Economy  
-Opening OUR Government 
 

Folks want opportunity and to be able to raise their families in a safe, clean 
city. My concern about safety is what drew me to volunteer as a Neighborhood 
Assistance Officer with the Charleston Police Department. I want to ensure 
Charleston is safe for everyone. Folks also want to know what is going on at City 
Hall and how they can participate and contribute to our shared governance. I believe 
in and support a transparent and open government. These simple principles are my 
guide.  
 

My wife and I, both attorneys, moved to the neighborhood in 2007 for better 
opportunities. Both of us work downtown and we have lived on Gordon Drive for 
over ten years in Ward 12 (which consists of Fort Hill, Forest Hills, Vandalia and 
Wilkie towards Green Meadow - Voting Precincts 233 & 234). It didn’t take long 
for us to realize that this neighborhood is one of the best in Charleston. My wife and 
I loved the neighborhood so much that when we were looking for a larger house to 
accommodate our expanding family, we ended up moving to our current home just 
down the street – the only part of our address that changed was the street number 
and zip code! 



My family now numbers four where my wife and I are blessed to have two 
wonderful children. We attend Blessed Sacrament, where I serve on the Parish 
Council and my son plays on the basketball team. Both my daughter and son attend 
Mountaineer Montessori School and I volunteer on the school’s board as its 
treasurer. I also serve as a member of the steering committee for Charleston Main 
Streets’ craft beer and music festival, Foam at the Dome (our third year for the event 
is May 12th so don’t forget to buy your tickets!). 
 

I and my family are involved in the community and are invested in making 
Charleston the best place to work, live and raise a family. Thank you and please let 
me know how I can earn your support and vote! 
 

PS - If you want more information or wish to discuss ideas and concerns 
facing Ward 12 and Charleston, please don’t hesitate to email me – 
josephjenkins@gmail.com - or call me at 304-575-9202. I always look forward to 
talking with my neighbors. 
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