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Charleston Mayoral Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Candidate Name:  Andy Richardson 
 
 

1. “Housing first” is an approach to homelessness that prioritizes providing chronically 
homeless people with affordable housing and providing them with social services, rather 
than requiring social services as a precondition to accessing housing or criminalizing 
homeless populations. It has proven effective in dramatically reducing chronically 
homeless populations in other cities. Do you support a “housing-first” model for dealing 
with homelessness in Charleston?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
  

The current system has limitations. As a result, focusing on the primary need that 
results from homelessness – a place to live – is a sensible effort that needs to be 
pursued. I like it. There also needs to be community-based support services to help 
those who have found housing maintain that housing. These person face hurdles in 
their daily life we cannot appreciate. Any program must focus on obtaining housing 
and helping maintain housing. 
 

2. As mayor, will you commit to hosting town halls in neighborhoods around Charleston to  
solicit community input on redevelopment plans and other municipal issues?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
  

Absolutely. I have been doing community meetings as part of my “Listening Tour” 
and this will be continued when I am Mayor, as will neighborhood walk & talks to 
learn of the concerns and dreams of the neighborhoods. It is a sad state of affairs 
when a group like Rise Up West Virginia has to ask Mayoral candidates if they are 
willing to have host town hall meetings. This is indicative of the change that needs to 
take place. Citizens deserve a city government that is responsive to everyone not just 
a select few. 

 

3. Do you support, and will you appoint CURA Commission members who will support,  



following and funding the West Side Community Renewal Plan (2008)?  
 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 
 Please explain your position. 
 

I want the 2008 CURA West Side Community Renewal Plan updated. The issues 
identified by the Bad Buildings task force of WSNA, concerns expressed by the 
Charleston Chapter of NAACP, and other concerns discerned from the West Side 
community will be central to having the renewal plan provide a roadmap to 
neighborhood renewal. 

Yes, I will appoint representatives to CURA that can better serve and understand 
not just the West Side neighborhood but all neighborhoods in the city affected by 
Urban Renewal laws. 
 

4. In 2016, the Charleston Police Department committed to an eight-point plan to begin 
combating racial disparities in policing and arrests 
[http://wvmetronews.com/2016/10/04/charleston-police-announce-plan-to-improve-race-
relations-community-engagement/]. What are your specific ideas for building on this 
effort? 

 
This program needs better monitoring and management. It is a solid philosophy, 
but it is unclear whether meaningful measurement has been achieved. As Mayor, we 
will work with community partners to recruit a more diverse police force, expand 
community walking/biking patrols to ensure that communities and police truly 
know each other, broaden use of youth advisory council, establish police-sponsored 
activities (such as a basketball league) to promote familiarity and strengthen trust 
and relationships, and regularly train and re-train on issues surrounding race 
relations, and other pertinent topics. 
 
My administration will listen to what citizens have to say and work to solve the 
issues stated. If government listens to all it citizens then many issues can be dealt 
with before they become a problem. 
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5. What services are you aware of in our community that provide activities and after-school 
programs for young people? What would you do to support and expand such programs? 

 

I am aware that the school system, churches, YMCA, YWCA, Big Brothers & Big 
Sisters, and other community organizations have after-school programs and 
summer programs to better engage our children. 

There are also other programs with which I am not familiar. My desire is to work 
with community leaders to bring as many of these groups together and develop 
programs to provide support for the youth in our community. It must be a team 
effort. 

We will also need to include community health providers such as the school based 
clinics and mental health providers. The youth in our community have been ignored 
and we need to develop a support system.  

One of my first priorities as Mayor will be the assurance that all public housing 
communities have reliable internet access so children will be able to do assigned 
homework. We will also work with the school system and other volunteer groups to 
assist in tutoring. We will also make sure there are recreational facilities available.  

My commitment is to listen and the together we will work to develop a continuum of 
care and supports. 

Many of these items are addressed in my Vision 2020 Plan: Back To The Basics at 
www.AndyRichardsonWV.com.  

 

http://www.andyrichardsonwv.com/

