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Charleston City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Candidate Name:  ____Joe Solomon__________________ Ward: ___At 
Large__ 
 
 

1. “Housing first” is an approach to homelessness that prioritizes providing 
chronically homeless people with affordable housing and providing them with 
social services, rather than requiring social services as a precondition to 
accessing housing or criminalizing homeless populations. It has proven effective 
in dramatically reducing chronically homeless populations in other cities. Do you 
support a “housing-first” model for dealing with homelessness in Charleston?  

 
—Yes— No Don’t know 

 
Please explain your position. 

 

Yes, of course I support a housing first approach to address homelessness. I’ve met 
with Ellen Allen, Executive Director of Covenant House, to discuss the ways they’ve 
helped secure steady housing for 48 people who have experienced chronic 
homelessness across Kanawha, Boone, Putnam and Clay counties. This is hard and 
commendable work - even more so when you factor in the monthly visits and ongoing 
support services for all of these residents. And it makes sense, and the data backs it up, 
that if you can get a roof over somebody’s head first then you can be more successful 
with working on addressing their other issues.  

In line with a Housing First philosophy, I also believe we need a “wet shelter” in 
Charleston so that if someone has had a few drinks and the temperature is below 
freezing, that they don’t freeze to death.  

What I’ve learned so far about homelessness in Charleston is that it is a long-standing 
issue, that it is complex, and that it is exacerbated by the opioid epidemic and by an 
economy in decline.  

I am committed to decriminalize homelessness and to finding compassionate solutions 
wherever possible. If businesses and residents are complaining about defecation, why 
not install more public restrooms? 
 
Part of decriminalizing homelessness in 2018 and beyond also means defending the 



needle exchange and spearheading vital pathways to recovery and survival. This is why 
I also support a safe injection site. 

I also believe that we need to get at one of the thickest roots of homelessness: 
economic inequality. It’s terrifically hard to make a living in Charleston - many of the 
jobs are low-income jobs and and more and more mountain state jobs are becoming 
low-income jobs. These workers need help raising themselves up and raising a family 
and we cannot expect that help to come from the WV state house or Washington, DC: 
it’s up to City Hall. 

Charleston’s working class deserve a City Hall that fights for living wages, for paid sick 
leave, and for fair scheduling. I am committed to fighting the good fight on all of these 
fronts.  

1. As a city council member, will you commit to hosting town halls in your district to  
solicit community input on redevelopment plans and other municipal issues?  

 
—Yes— No Don’t know 

 
Please explain your position. 

 
Yes, of course. Hosting town halls and regularly joining other community events 
represent the bedrock layer of being a public servant who listens and is responsive to a 
community. I am also a fan of Amy Goodwin’s plan for walking with city councilors in 
their wards.  

I remain appalled by City Hall’s refusal to have a town hall with West Side leadership. 
On that specific front, if elected, I would work to get a series of listening sessions set up 
on the West Side to discuss the CURA plan for the West Side. These public meetings 
just seem like the most basic responsibility of an in-touch and accountable city council. 

Furthermore, I think it would be neat to work with groups like Rise up WV to set up 
those listening sessions now and invite city council members as well as candidates - it 
may be a long 9 months until January 2019 when a new mayor and city council takes 
office.  

 

3. Do you support the CURA Commission following and funding the West Side 
Community Renewal Plan (2008)?  

 
—Yes— No Don’t know 

 
Please explain your position. 
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Yes, of course. It’s been a decade since promises were made to the West Side to 
reinvest and support our city’s most vulnerable. I’m for public meetings, taking public 
stock of what progress has been made, getting clear on the gaps, and potentially for 
updating the plan for 2018-2028 with West Side leadership as full partners at the table.  
 
I support Amy Goodwin’s plan to place two City Councilors who are based on the West 
Side onto the CURA board.  

I also believe that we should prioritize and pursue new funding sources to keep the 
promises of economic development for the West Side and East End, especially given 
the waning of the Charleston Town Center Mall.  
 

4. In 2016, the Charleston Police Department committed to an eight-point plan to 
begin combating racial disparities in policing and arrests 
[http://wvmetronews.com/2016/10/04/charleston-police-announce-plan-to-improv
e-race-relations-community-engagement/]. What are your specific ideas for 
building on and expanding this effort? 

 
In this plan, there is a commitment to advocate for state policy changes that address 
re-entry and recidivism - basically helping offenders who’ve served their time get back 
on their feet and be productive members of our community. In addition to advocating for 
change at the state level (which seems a rather uphill battle) I would work hard to see 
what we can do on a city level.  
 
I support the effort to “ban the box” on a city level.  
 
I am also keen to fight against racism in our municipal courts - including getting rid of 
cash bail for nonviolent offenders. In addition to publishing monthly arrest records, I 
would like to see us develop monthly court statistics across race in order to more clearly 
see how race plays a role in determining rulings and sentencings. What I’ve heard from 
court lawyers is that members of the black community face more harsh judgements and 
sentencing when it comes to the opioid epidemic and as a result it is harder for the 
black community to get into recovery programs. I am hungry for the data and would be 
eager to work with allies to fight racism in our city’s courts.  

I also believe that defending the needle exchange and fighting for a safe injection site 
will go a good way towards fighting racism and decriminalizing homelessness in 
Charleston.  

I would also look to groups like the Tuesday Morning Group, BlackLight Initiative, CARE 
Coalition, and American Friends Service Committee for advice and counsel for how we 



as a city can continue to push forward a plan for racial and economic justice.  
 

5. What services are you aware of in our community that provide activities, 
recreational facilities and after-school programs for young people? What would 
you do to support and expand such programs? 

 
I am a frequent visitor to the YMCA and would like to see more youth have more 
equitable access. I am supporter of Amy Goodwin’s plan to determine which city parks 
and programming are being used the most and what is lacking or under-utilized - 
followed by getting to work to fill the gaps.  

I also would like to partner with young people on projects they are most excited about. It 
was inspiring to watch youth rally for teachers during the WV Teacher Strike, and to see 
CARE’s young leaders helm the recent Mayoral Forum. I believe in youth leadership 
and mentorship and am excited to partner with youth programs and youth-focused 
nonprofits to unleash more of the city’s resources to support our city’s next generation 
of doers, dreamers, and leaders.  

I also am a fan of Generation WV's Fellowship Program and of Amy Goodwin’s plan for 
a Mayor's Internship Program, which is geared towards recruiting youth to work on city 
projects. As more young people go down paths of entrepreneurship and take on 
freelancing work, I am excited to pursue more co-working space and accelerator hubs. I 
helped start the first downtown co-working space and would love to see us spearhead 
more of these.  

In the recent past, I’ve helped Charleston residents on creative projects such as 
producing a feature length film, lending a hand to the “Sushi Fun Run”, as well as 
kick-started improv and creative writing workshops.  
 
I’d be keen to support Charleston’s youth on bringing more creative efforts to life - 
including possibly a Fringe Festival, a Charleston TEDx, or a Summer Coding Camp, or 
whatever else we can dream of.  

 
6. Please provide anything else you’d like us to know about why you are running for 

Charleston city council. 
 
Many thanks for providing me this opportunity to unpack more of the reasons why I’m 
running. We have more about our platform at our website: joeforcharleston.com. On our 
site, we discuss more of the intervention work we want to do on the opioid crisis and 
more work we want to do to supporting small businesses.  
 

http://joeforcharleston.com/
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I look forward to working with the Rise Up WV community as we work to make 
Charleston into a city that works for all of us.  
 


