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Charleston City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Candidate Name:  __Anthony Woods____________________ Ward: __At-Large______ 
 
 

1. “Housing first” is an approach to homelessness that prioritizes providing chronically 
homeless people with affordable housing and providing them with social services, rather 
than requiring social services as a precondition to accessing housing or criminalizing 
homeless populations. It has proven effective in dramatically reducing chronically 
homeless populations in other cities. Do you support a “housing-first” model for dealing 
with homelessness in Charleston?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
  

 Homelessness can happen to anyone. A sudden shift in income. A fire or other 
disaster. Domestic violence and drugs. These are all life events that can happen to anyone 
in our city without warning that could cause homelessness. I support the housing-first 
model because it gives homeless individuals the chance to gain stability. It is hard to take 
advantage of services and work to rebuild your life if you are constantly forced to find 
shelter, food, and clean water -- in addition to dealing with violence and other issues on the 
street.  
 

2. As a city council member, will you commit to hosting town halls in your district to  
solicit community input on redevelopment plans and other municipal issues?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
 
As an At-Large Councilman, I live on the West Side. However, I listen to the entire 

Charleston community At-Large because only by working together, ward by ward, will we 
solve our problems. I work on the East End. I shop in Kanawha City. I have fun downtown.  
Working for all the neighborhoods improves the city as a whole. Together, all these 
neighborhoods must be heard and unite to make a better Charleston.  
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3. Do you support the CURA Commission following and funding the West Side Community 
Renewal Plan (2008)?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 
 Please explain your position. 
 

 The abundance of neglect and decay is poisoning the West Side. Burnt out 
abandoned drug labs stand boarded next to children playing. Two abandoned houses on 
my street caught fire in the past six months. I witnessed the Charleston Fire and Police 
Departments visit the abandoned house adjacent to me for drug overdose calls on a regular 
basis. The danger of abandoned needles, fires, and other structural issues affects all 
residents of the West Side -- from hills to flats -- and I support CURA's efforts to revitalize 
our community.  

4. In 2016, the Charleston Police Department committed to an eight-point plan to begin 
combating racial disparities in policing and arrests 
[http://wvmetronews.com/2016/10/04/charleston-police-announce-plan-to-improve-race-
relations-community-engagement/]. What are your specific ideas for building on and 
expanding this effort? 

 

 This plan sounds good on paper, but it will be worthless unless we follow up with 
accountability. The community needs to be engaged and provide input with this plan and 
provide feedback, and the plan should be adjusted accordingly. For things that are 
working with the plan -- why are they working? How could they be done better? For things 
that aren't working -- why not? Where do adjustments need to be made. So often in this 
city we hear of proposals and plans but without communication, follow-up, and 
coordinating with our community, nothing gets done.  
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5. What services are you aware of in our community that provide activities, recreational 
facilities and after-school programs for young people? What would you do to support and 
expand such programs? 

 
  
 I think youth programs (for example: Big Brothers, Big Sisters, YMCA youth 

athletics, etc.) are vital in providing our youth with basic skills -- confidence, 
working as a team, and empowerment. I think we need to look at the programs 
offered and who's taking advantage of them, adding those that have demand and 
scaling back those which aren't taken advantage of as often. In addition, 1) the 
youth organizations need to conduct outreach to let the citizens of Charleston know 
these programs are available, and how to easily get signed up and 2) there needs to 
be a sliding scale or other means to let low-income families take advantage of these 
programs at an affordable rate.  

 
 
 
 
6. Please provide anything else you’d like us to know about why you are running for 

Charleston city council. 
 
 I'm running for Charleston City Council because I'm lucky. I have caring 

neighbors, a low cost of living, and a great opportunity here. I want this city to be a 
place that experiences rebirth and innovation. I want our citizens to have safe, clean 
streets. I'm also interested in making our city government cheaper and more 
efficient. Together, I'll work to represent the people of the City of Charleston and 
get it done.  


