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Charleston City Council Candidate Questionnaire

Candidate Name:  Edward Talkington Ward: 6

1. “Housing first” is an approach to homelessness that prioritizes providing chronically 
homeless people with affordable housing and providing them with social services, rather 
than requiring social services as a precondition to accessing housing or criminalizing 
homeless populations. It has proven effective in dramatically reducing chronically 
homeless populations in other cities. Do you support a “housing-first” model for dealing 
with homelessness in Charleston? 

Yes

Please explain your position.

I support housing-first programs exactly because it has worked in other cities and has 
worked in Charleston.  Covenant House moved at least 48 people into housing by this program. 
They have had great success with it and should be the first model used whenever possible.  
Unfortunately, it does not work for everyone.  I know of at least one person who was a recipient 
of this program who for some reason was not capable of meeting the conditions of a simple 
standard lease.  However, for most homeless people this program is a welcome opportunity and
they do succeed.

2. As a city council member, will you commit to hosting town halls in your district to 
solicit community input on redevelopment plans and other municipal issues? 

Yes

Please explain your position.

I have held such meetings in the past and plan to do so again.  Additionally, I also 
regularly attend similar meetings put on by various entities such as the Charleston Police 
Department.



Rise Up West Virginia
www.RiseUpWV.org

304-410-0780, RiseUpWV@gmail.com

3. Do you support the CURA Commission following and funding the West Side Community 
Renewal Plan (2008)? 

Yes

Please explain your position.

I am well aware there are organizations and people in this community who believe that 
CURA has violated the plan.  I am also aware that CURA holds the position that they have not 
done so.  I have previously consulted the city attorney on this issue.  He has told me that it is his 
opinion as a matter of law that CURA has not violated any law.  Nevertheless, I am troubled 
when I review the projects that have been funded to see that there has been a strong emphasis on 
projects that help West Side businesses, but relatively little on residential housing. While the city
lacks the legal authority to tell CURA what projects to fund, the city must use what influence it 
has to encourage CURA to fund a better mix of projects.  About a year ago the city added two 
members of city council to the CURA Board.  That fact along with a new director has had an 
affect.  For example, CURA has provided $250000 for the demolition of abandoned and 
structurally unsound housing.  This will improve the quality of life for all residents.  Of course 
more needs to be done.  To that end, one such project I strongly support, is a plan the city is 
currently discussing with CURA to provide $250000 for a low interest, possibly forgivable, loan 
program forWest Side residents who are low income or elderly to access for home repairs.

4. In 2016, the Charleston Police Department committed to an eight-point plan to begin 
combating racial disparities in policing and arrests 
[http://wvmetronews.com/2016/10/04/charleston-police-announce-plan-to-improve-race-
relations-community-engagement/]. What are your specific ideas for building on and 
expanding this effort?

I am very proud that then-Chief Webster brought together this effort after the very 
unfortunate incident in Ferguson, Missouri.  At a minimum the officer involved in that 
case failed to handle the situation appropriately.  We don't want anything like that to ever
happen here or anywhere else for that matter.  They key to this effort has been including
representatives of relevant groups.  From these discussions the group brought forth an 
eight-point plan that I believe has been effective.  I don't know that I would say that any 
additional points need to be added to the plan at this point.  The effort needs to continue 
and I know the group meets regularly to monitor the progress.  The key part for the 
police department is training its officers, including de-escalation and racial sensitivity.
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5. What services are you aware of in our community that provide activities, recreational 
facilities and after-school programs for young people? What would you do to support and
expand such programs?

There are numerous programs and facilities throughout our city, both public and private. 
Way too many to name here, so I will concentrate on our local area.  In the public arena the 
Charleston Parks and Recreation Department provides many activities at its headquarters at 
Cato Park.  Additionally, the city operates Magic Island with its splash park and volleyball 
facilities.  I see people utilizing it frequently.  A petting zoo was just held there.  Moreover, the 
new bike lanes on Kanawha Boulevard will bring even more users.  In terms of after-school 
programs one of the most significant is that held at Mary C. Snow simply because the children 
don't have to leave the building.  There are also after-school programs as well as other activities
held by the Second Avenue Center, the Salvation Army, and the Bob Burdette Center.  To the 
extent feasible, I have supported and will continue to support providing as much city funding as 
possible and encouraging private giving, particularly as federal funding has been lacking in 
recent years.

6. Please provide anything else you’d like us to know about why you are running for 
Charleston city council.

It has been a distinct honor and privilege to serve the people of the 6th Ward as their 
council representative since 1999.  I am grateful to the voters of this ward for their 
continued support over the years.  I believe they have done so because I have kept my 
pledge to them—to work to make our neighborhood a better and safer place to live by 
championing such measures as the Residential Rental Inspection Program, the 
abandoned property fee ordinance and the new program recently enacted that allows 
our building department to demolish structurally unsound properties within a few months 
rather than several years it had previously taken under state law.  Additionally, when 
contacted by constituents, I have told individuals that I would do my best to help them, 
but I would not promise them something would occur that I did not know I could do.  I 
have maintained that stance since I was first elected and I will continue to do so.


