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Charleston City Council Candidate Questionnaire 
 
Candidate Name:  Michelle R. Storage Ward: 19 
 

1. “Housing first” is an approach to homelessness that prioritizes providing chronically homeless 
people with affordable housing and providing them with social services, rather than requiring 
social services as a precondition to accessing housing or criminalizing homeless populations. It 
has proven effective in dramatically reducing chronically homeless populations in other cities. Do 
you support a “housing-first” model for dealing with homelessness in Charleston?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
 

I believe housing first is the best truly effective way to remedy homelessness and aggressive 
panhandling. I believe providing housing and necessary services will help ease the concerns of 
local business owners as well. Instituting a housing first approach would allow the city to focus 
police activity on actually criminals, not homeless individuals who pose no threat to public 
safety.   
 
 

2. As a city council member, will you commit to hosting town halls in your district to  
solicit community input on redevelopment plans and other municipal issues?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 

Please explain your position. 
 
Input from the community is crucial to developing plans that actually work for the community. 
Plans for the city will be most effective if we know the concerns and needs of those who will be 
effected. I am committed to town halls; however, I am also interested in keeping an open 
dialogue with constituents through Facebook and email.  

 

3. Do you support the CURA Commission following and funding the West Side Community 
Renewal Plan (2008)?  

 
 Yes No Don’t know 
 
 Please explain your position. 
 



My understanding of the situation is that a plan was implemented; however, it has not been 
followed and funded as originally discussed. I think that the CURA Commission funding the 
West Side Community Renewal Plan is an excellent idea. However, I think that there needs to be 
accountability as the project seems to have fallen by the wayside. This effects members of the 
community because they are not able to receive the benefits of the plan in a timely fashion. 
 

4. In 2016, the Charleston Police Department committed to an eight-point plan to begin combating 
racial disparities in policing and arrests [http://wvmetronews.com/2016/10/04/charleston-police-
announce-plan-to-improve-race-relations-community-engagement/]. What are your specific ideas 
for building on and expanding this effort? 

 

It is great that the plan has been discussed. In order to make the plan successful, it is imperative that 
officers are provided with detailed education about implicit bias and its effect upon minority 
communities. The current plan appears devoid of information on implicit bias. Explaining the 
unconscious way implicit bias affects decision making in people of all races will allow the training as a 
whole to be more effectively received. Also, training on implicit bias can help officers connect with the 
minority community on a personal level and combat “us v. them’ types of thinking. Racism is an issue 
that must be approached from a neutral position to avoid alienating those who are willing to examine 
the issue. However, I feel that avoiding the issue of implicit bias would cause the best laid plans to fail.   

 

5. What services are you aware of in our community that provide activities, recreational facilities 
and after-school programs for young people? What would you do to support and expand such 
programs? 

 
I am familiar with the Bob Burdette Community Center, 2nd Avenue Community Center, and North 
Charleston Community Center. First, these programs need funding. Second, these programs should be 
supported by the city by providing access to resources necessary for their programs to succeed in one 
location. After school programs are vital to the health of our community, as they provide a place for kids 
to learn and grow after school. The city needs to make after school programs a priority by making sure 
they have access to local parks, education about city government, and access to the necessary city 
connections to answer questions and address issues specific to the program’s needs. These programs are 
closely tied to the city; therefore, the city needs to support them and ensure they are successful for the 
benefit of the city’s most important citizens.  
 
 
 
6. Please provide anything else you’d like us to know about why you are running for Charleston city 

council. 
 
I am running for city council because I love Charleston and I want it to prosper. I want Charleston to be a 
place where young people like myself settle down to grow their careers and their families. After my 
graduation from the West Virginia University College of Law, I settled down in Charleston to start my 
career. I met my husband here, and we are both passionate about this city. Unfortunately, many of my 
fellow law school classmates who began working in Charleston after taking the bar exam have moved on 
to practice law in Ohio, North Carolina, Washington, D.C., and other states. Their reasons were varied; 
however, since 2011, I believe we have already seen numerous changes to our city for the better. Our city 
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needs reliable fast broadband connections to support those working in teleworking residents. We need a 
common sense and compassionate approach to the homelessness issue, starting with housing first. We 
further need changes to the parking system in our city. The city’s garages should be bringing in far more 
money than they are currently. We also need updates to the parking meters around the city because no one 
carries cash anymore. Recently, a payment app has been instituted; however, information regarding the 
service has not been marketed to the public. It is also not used in the garages. Parking may seem trivial; 
however, it is highly important to the prosperity of downtown business and the ability of citizens and 
visitors to enjoy the downtown’s restaurants, shops, and historical landmarks. 
 
I am committed to making Charleston more efficient, more compassionate, and more forward thinking. 


