
 
October 3, 2018 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell   The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
Majority Leader       Minority Leader 
United States Senate       United States Senate 
317 Russell Senate Office Building  322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
 
Re: Confirmation of Judge Brett Kavanaugh as Associate Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court 
 
Dear Leader McConnell and Leader Schumer: 
 
We are current and former women leaders of the Republican National Lawyers 
Association (RNLA). On behalf of the RNLA, we urge you to promptly confirm 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh as the next Associate Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court.   
 
Over the past few weeks, there has been a concerted effort to paint Judge 
Kavanaugh as a sexual predator and an enemy of women. We believe that 
allegations of sexual assault should be taken seriously, as for too long our country 
has ignored complaints made by women, particularly against powerful men. But 
the presumption of innocence and the right of the accused to know and answer the 
accusation are two fundamental principles of due process that are not only 
enshrined in our laws, but form the basis for the rule of law. 
 
While the trauma described in the allegations of sexual misconduct against Judge 
Kavanaugh is serious, allegations without corroboration, aside from the accuser’s 
own statement, cannot be allowed to be treated as truth.  Our system of the rule of 
law requires evidence. Reversing this standard would undermine the principles 
upon which our system of laws is founded. Without evidence, we cannot convict 
someone in a court of law; neither should we convict someone in a political 
process without evidence. 
 
Importantly, to accept allegations alone without corroborating evidence could 
undermine the progress made by women who bravely come forward with 
complaints of sexual assault with information and evidence to corroborate their 
claims.  
 
Prosecutor Rachel Mitchell, after interviewing Dr. Christine Blasey Ford under 
oath, concluded that a “reasonable prosecutor” would not bring Dr. Ford’s case 
based on the evidence before the Senate Judiciary Committee and that the 
evidence was also insufficient to “satisfy the preponderance-of-the-evidence 
standard.” 
 
Those who know Judge Kavanaugh have testified to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee that he is a man of integrity and moral character who treats those 
around him with the highest level of kindness and consideration. All that is known 
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about Judge Kavanaugh contradicts the uncorroborated allegations made against him in a 
political process. 

 
Judge Kavanaugh has been a champion for and mentor to women lawyers throughout his career. 
Mentorship is essential to the success of young women and better representation of women in the 
legal profession, and yet far too few men who have achieved success in their legal careers 
commit time to mentoring women lawyers. Judge Kavanaugh deserves praise, not attacks, for his 
work to advance women in the legal profession. 
 
Judge Kavanaugh hired women as 25 of his 48 law clerks on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
D.C. Circuit. Twenty-one of his women clerks went on to clerk at the Supreme Court. He 
revealed in testimony last week that if confirmed to the U.S. Supreme Court, his first class of law 
clerks will be all women, the first class of all women clerks in the history of the Supreme Court.  
As his women clerks noted in a letter to the Senate Judiciary Committee, they had “uniformly 
positive experiences with the Judge as a boss on issues of gender and equality in the workplace.”   
 
Judge Kavanaugh has served on the D.C. Circuit for over twelve years, and during those years, 
has consistently shown that his judicial philosophy requires starting with the text of the law, 
comparing the facts at issue against it, with an eye to the Constitution and the impact of any 
decision on the parties involved. Contrary to the claims of many opposed to his nomination, this 
methodology has not led him to a series of decisions favoring big corporate interests at the 
expense of the “little guy.” It has led to rulings in favor of parties of every type, even when the 
outcome is not one he would favor personally.  
 
Judge Kavanaugh’s history of excellence and fairness on the bench reflects his career as an 
attorney who esteems the law, recognizes that the court is not a policy-making body, and values 
the independence of the judiciary in our system that separates powers. 
 
As women who understand the importance of the bedrock principles of due process and the rule 
of law, we support the confirmation of Judge Kavanaugh. He has shown his commitment to the 
Constitution over the course of his twelve-year judicial career.  We encourage the Senate to 
confirm him promptly. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Joanne W. Young         Harmeet K. Dhillon        
RNLA Co-Chair         RNLA Vice President for Communications  
Washington, DC         San Francisco, California       
 
 
Paula Dierenfeld         Lisa Dixon         
RNLA Iowa Chapter Chair      RNLA Legal Counsel       
Des Moines, Iowa         Chantilly, Virginia 
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Alyssa M. Gonzales Specht      Meghan E. Jones-Rolla        
RNLA EDO and Events Assistant Director  Former RNLA Pittsburgh Chapter Chair    
Washington, DC         Venetia, Pennsylvania 
 
 
Linda A. Kerns         Linda Knight        
RNLA PA Southeastern Chapter Chair   RNLA Tennessee Chapter Chair      
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania      Nashville, Tennessee 
 
 
Anne W. Lewis         Cleta Mitchell         
RNLA Board of Governors Former National RNLA President / Former 
Atlanta, Georgia  National RNLA Co-Chair 
             Washington, DC 
 
 
Eileen J. O’Connor        Kimberly A. Reed  
RNLA Advisory Council       Immediate Past RNLA Chair 
Bethesda, Maryland        Washington, DC 
 
 
Nancy E. Taylor         Ashlee N. Titus 
RNLA Board of Governors      RNLA California Chapter Board 
Washington, DC         Sacramento, California 
 
 
CC: All Republican Senators 


