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Charlotte, North Carolina 
 

South Carolina Attorney General 
 

Linda W. Knight 
 
Linda Whitlow Knight is Partner at Gullett Sanford Robinson & Martin PLLC where she 
practices in the areas of bankruptcy and commercial law, litigation and general business 
counseling.  Her experience includes corporate reorganizations, avoidance actions and other 
adversary litigation and contested matters, receivership proceedings in state and federal court, 
and the purchase and sale of assets in and out of bankruptcy.  In bankruptcy cases, she represents 
business debtors (both individuals and entities), secured and unsecured creditors, lessors, 
creditors’ committees, purchasers of assets, and trustees in reorganization and liquidation 
bankruptcies. She  is a graduate of Vanderbilt University and the Cumberland School of Law. 
Ms. Knight serves on the RNLA Board of Governors. 
 
Attorney General Alan Wilson 
 
Alan Wilson was elected South Carolina’s 51st Attorney General on November 2, 2010, re-
elected to a second term on November 4, 2014, and re-elected to a third term on November 6, 
2018. Since being elected, Wilson has focused on keeping South Carolina’s families safe, 
defending their freedom and protecting their futures. 
 
This marks his third stint in the office. Previously, he served as a prosecution division intern 
under Charlie Condon and as an Assistant Attorney General under Henry McMaster. 
 
As South Carolina’s Attorney General, Wilson is the state’s chief prosecutor, chief securities 
officer, and the state’s chief legal counsel. The office is comprised of almost 300 employees and 
about 90 attorneys who manage nearly 8,000 active case files. 
 
In November 2013, Wilson was elected as Chairman of the Republican Attorneys General 
Association (RAGA). 
 
Prior to his election, Wilson served as an Assistant Solicitor and as an Assistant Attorney 
General before entering private practice with the Columbia firm of Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A. 
He began his legal career working for the late Judge Marc H. Westbrook. 
 
Wilson joined the National Guard immediately after graduating from college. He was called to 
serve in Iraq where he earned the Combat Action Badge. Today, he continues his military service  
as a Colonel in the Judge Advocate General Corps. 
 
He is a graduate of Francis Marion University and the University of South Carolina School of 
Law. Wilson and his wife, Jennifer, have two young children, Michael and Anna Grace. 
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Redistricting at the Supreme Court:  
Rucho, Bethune-Hill, Lamone, and Department of Commerce v. New York 

 
Eric Lycan 
 
Eric Lycan is Of Counsel to Embry Merritt Shaffar Womack, PLLC. Hhas more than two 
decades of experience providing strategic counsel to a broad range of industries, organizations, 
candidates and public officials on law and public policy, including campaign and issue advocacy, 
government ethics and regulatory compliance. He advises clients how to make their voices heard 
by policymakers, through engagement in the policymaking process and through direct and 
grassroots advocacy in support of issues and candidates. Eric also serves on the RNLA Board of 
Governors. 
 
He has extensive experience with complex litigation business disputes and appellate matters. He 
brought a case on behalf of the Commonwealth that resulted in the largest judgment in Kentucky 
history, in the amount of $870 million against an unregulated offshore Internet gambling 
operation. Eric also advises clients in industries such distilled spirits, breweries and energy 
industry clients on corporate and transactional matters, and before regulatory agencies on 
licensing, enforcement and compliance matters. 
 
Eric was counsel for U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s 2014 reelection effort. He 
is currently general counsel to the Republican Party of Kentucky and the Kentucky House 
Republican Leadership. He has advised gubernatorial campaigns in Kentucky, Ohio, and other 
states, and legislative caucuses across the nation, including Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. Eric serves as counsel to multiple campaigns, super PACs, trade associations and 
non-profit organizations, including one spending over $10 million in support of Senator Ted 
Cruz in the 2016 Presidential primary. 
 
Eric is a graduate of Centre College and the University of Kentucky College of Law. 
 
Mark Braden  
 
Mark Braden is Of Counsel to Baker & Hostetler LLP where he concentrates his work 
principally on the law of the political process, including work with election and campaign 
agencies, voting issues, redistricting, and ethics and lobbying regulations – areas in which he has 
substantial knowledge and unusual experience. He provides effective, and often highly 
innovative, legal guidance when representing individuals and organizations in the political arena 
and counseling some of the largest political action committees (PACs) and campaigns in the 
nation. He also serves on the RNLA Board of Governors. 
 
Mr. Braden spent 10 years as chief counsel to the Republican National Committee prior to 
joining BakerHostetler. He is widely recognized for his knowledge of state election laws, having 
served as chief counsel to the Ohio Elections Commission and election counsel to the Ohio 
Secretary of State. Mr. Braden has played a large part in the redistricting process and has argued 
before the Supreme Court level in redistricting litigation, and in campaign finance was the father 
of "soft money" as originally used in national campaigns. 
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Mr. Braden is a member of the adjunct faculty of George Washington University and former 
special election law counsel to the United States House of Representatives' Administration 
Committee. He has testified before congressional committees and the Federal Election 
Commission, and his experience in the legal and political arenas has resulted in invitations to 
lecture at universities and institutes nationwide. He has authored International Election 
Principles: Election, Chapter: "Early and Absentee Voting" (ABA Publishing, 2009) 
and Election Reform in the United States after Bush v. Gore, eds. Grofman & Alvarez, Chapter: 
"Entering the Political Thicket" (Cambridge University Press, 2013). 
 
Mr. Braden is former RNLA Election Education Vice President and is currently a member of the 
RNLA Board of Governors.  He is a graduate of Washington and Lee University and 
Washington and Lee University School of Law. 
 
Dale Oldham 
 
Dale Oldham is currently Redistricting Counsel for the Republican National Committee as he 
was during the 2000 redistricting cycle. He was Associate Counsel during the 1990 redistricting 
cycle and Counsel for the Congressionally Appointed members of the United States Census 
Monitoring Board. 
 
Mr. Oldham has been involved in nearly all of the legislative and congressional redistricting 
litigation in both the 1990 and 2000 redistricting cycles, representing clients from county to 
congressional levels in a wide variety of litigation postures. He served as Counsel to a member 
of the Federal Election Commission, where he helped write FEC regulations and rulings. 
 
Mr. Oldham has appeared on panels and provided lectures or presented papers to such diverse 
groups as the ACLU, the National Conference of State Legislatures, and the American Bar 
Association. His paper on decennial census adjustments was published by the ABA along with 
other papers presented at the symposium Race, Sex, and Money by the Numbers: the Impact of 
Census 2000 on State and Local Government. 
 
Oldham is a graduate of the University of South Carolina School of Law. 
 
John Ryder 
 
John is a member of the Memphis law firm of Harris, Shelton, Hanover Walsh where his day to 
day practice is concentrated in bankruptcy and commercial litigation. He is also litigation 
counsel to the Shelby County Election Commission.  
 
He has represented Republicans in redistricting litigation since the late 1970’s in Tennessee, 
Arkansas and other jurisdiction.  He is currently General Counsel to Fair Lines America.  
 
John previously served as Chairman of RNLA and as General Counsel of the Republican 
National Committee. He served as Republican National Committeeman for Tennessee from 
1996-2004 and 2008-2016. On the RNC he has been Chairman of the RNC Redistricting 
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Committee and a member of the Standing Committee on Rules. He is RNLA’s 2016 Lawyer of 
the Year.  
 
He received his undergraduate education at Wabash College and his law degree from Vanderbilt 
University.   
 
He has taught Election Law as an Adjunct Professor of Law at Vanderbilt. 
 
Phil Strach 
 
Mr. Strach is Shareholder at Ogletree Deakins, where he regularly represents management in 
labor/employment law and related matters.  A significant area of Phil’s representation of 
employers and management includes advising clients on covenants not to compete and litigating 
claims involving restrictive covenants, trade secrets, and other business-related litigation.  Phil 
also regularly defends management and employers in employment discrimination cases and 
counsels management on how to prevent or reduce the risk of these lawsuits. 
 
Phil has been repeatedly recognized by peer review publications such as the Legal Elite, Super 
Lawyers, and Best Lawyers as a superlative lawyer in the area of employment law. 
 

Counseling a Presidential Campaign 
 
Larry Levy 
 
Larry Levy is Shareholder at GreenberrgTraurig, LLP. Mr. Levy is also RNLA’s general counsel 
and is a member of its Board of Governors. In 2017, he was named RNLA’s Republican Lawyer 
of the Year.  
 
Mr. Levy focuses his practice on political law and campaign finance in both national and state 
matters. Additionally, he advises clients on regulatory matters before federal and state agencies, 
internal investigations, white collar defense, organization and operation of non-profit entities, 
cybersecurity, litigation and ethics. 
 
Prior to joining the firm Mr. Levy represented clients in the above fields in private practice, as 
well as serving as Chief Counsel to the Rudy Giuliani Presidential Committee, and as a Director 
and Counsel to Giuliani Partners, a security and business development firm. Larry served three 
New York City Mayors as Special Counsel and served as the Inspector General of the City’s 
Law Department and Office of the Mayor. From 1997 through 2001, Mr. Levy was Deputy 
Counsel to Mayor Giuliani. In that capacity he was involved in all aspects of city governance, 
including economic development, emergency management, public safety, ethics and crisis 
management. 
 
Mr. Levy is a graduate of State University of New York at Stony Brook and St. John’s 
University School of Law. 
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Justin Clark 
 
Justin Clark is Partner at Michael Best & Friedrich LLP. He also serves as Senior Counsel to the 
Trump 2020 Campaign. 
 
Mr. Clark represents a variety of corporations, interest groups, political figures, and other entities 
with respect to state and federal election law, ethics, campaign finance, internal investigations, 
crisis communications, Congressional oversight, and other areas. 
 
Prior to joining Michael Best, Justin served in the Donald J. Trump administration as a Deputy 
Assistant to the President heading the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and the Office of 
Public Liaison. In addition to his positions in the White House and as a Senior Political Advisor 
and Senior Counsel to the President’s re-election campaign, Justin has served as a key advisor 
and counsel to a number of other high-profile political campaigns and committees in presidential, 
gubernatorial, and senate election cycles. 
 
Previously, Mr. Clark was a founding partner of a Connecticut-based law firm where he focused 
his practice on litigation in state and federal trial and appellate courts. He also provided general 
counsel services to clients, advised them on compliance matters, and represented them before 
various regulatory bodies. After earning his law degree from the University of Connecticut 
School of Law, Justin served as a law clerk to Justice Peter T. Zarella of the Connecticut 
Supreme Court. 
 
In 2018, Mr. Clark was named to the Politico Playbook Power List as one of nineteen people 
across the country who are positioned to play a critical role in the political landscape leading up 
to 2020 elections. 
 
Mr. Clark has a B.A. in Economics and Government from Wesleyan University, a Master of 
Science in Professional Accounting from the University of Hartford, and a J.D. from the 
University of Connecticut School of Law. 
 
Nathan Groth 
 
Nathan Groth is Associate at Michael Best & Friedrich LLP. He is also In-House Counsel for 
Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. 
 
Mr. Groth represents clients in a variety of litigation matters, and has considerable expertise in 
both the government and healthcare sectors. He also advises candidates, political committees, 
and corporations on a variety of regulatory and political law issues. 
 
Before joining Michael Best, Mr. Groth was Associate Counsel for the Republican National 
Committee, where he advised the organization’s leadership, as well as state parties, on a broad 
array of legal matters. He also served as Associate Counsel for the 58th Presidential Inaugural 
Committee, where he worked with the National Park Service and District of Columbia’s 
Department of Transportation to plan and permit public events for the inauguration. 
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Nathan’s additional recent roles include: 
-Served as Counsel to the Republican National Committee’s Site Selection Committee which 
was responsible for selecting and negotiating contracts with the host city for the 2020 Republican 
National Convention; 
-Served as Counsel to the Republican National Committee’s Rules and Resolutions Committees; 
-Helped develop ballot access plans for campaign committee during the 2016 presidential 
primary. 
 
Earlier in his career, Mr. Groth served as a law clerk for then-Wisconsin Governor Scott 
Walker’s presidential campaign committee and later served as a legal extern in the Walker 
administration’s Office of Legal Counsel. He also worked as a law clerk for Assurant Health and 
served as a judicial intern for the Honorable Kitty K. Brennan of the Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals’ First District.  
 
Mr. Groth is a graduate of Lawrence University and Marquette University Law School. 
 
Stefan Passantino 
 
Stefan Passantino is Partner at Michael Best & Friedrich LLP. Former Deputy White House 
Counsel, Mr. Passantino is chair of Michael Best's Government Regulations & Public Policy 
practice where he heads the Firm's Political Law practice. Leveraging his nearly 25 years of 
experience to serve clients, he focuses on representing corporations, interest groups, political 
figures, and other entities with respect to state and federal election law, ethics, campaign finance, 
pay-to-play, state and federal lobbying laws, internal investigations, crisis communications, 
Congressional oversight, and other issues. Mr. Passantino joins Michael Best after serving as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Counsel where he headed the White House 
Compliance and Ethics programs. He maintains offices in Washington, D.C. and Atlanta. Mr. 
Passantino also serves on the RNLA Board of Governors. 
 
In the 2015-2016 election cycle, Stefan helped form, and served as counsel to, some of the 
largest and most influential and innovative "SuperPACs" and 501(c)(4) advocacy groups in the 
Presidential campaign, including the Trump Presidential Transition Team. Stefan was also asked 
to co-chair the Republican National Lawyers Association Ballot Access Project, which 
coordinated and disseminated guidance on Republican Party ballot access to counsel for all 
candidates for President. 
 
Some of Stefan’s clients have included major multi-national corporations, tax exempt advocacy 
groups, political parties, and politicians, including serving as national counsel to presidential 
candidate and former Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, Newt Gingrich, 
former Speaker J. Dennis Hastert, former Governor (and now Secretary) Rick Perry, several U.S. 
Senators and House Members, as well as other prominent political figures and advocacy groups. 
In addition, Stefan serves as General Counsel to corporate entities formed by former Speaker of 
the House Gingrich. Stefan has provided Congressional and Executive Branch ethics and 
lobbying training to Members of Congress, their staff, the Administration, and private 
corporations for over fifteen years. 
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Stefan was appointed Special Assistant to the Attorney General of Georgia to represent the 
interests of the State of Georgia in a litigation matter against the federal government.  
 
Stefan is a co-author of the Handbook on Corporate Political Activity: Emerging Corporate 
Governance Issues, an overview of the legal rules and standard practices related to corporate 
activity in the political arena. He is a regular contributor and commentator for CNN 
Radio, POLITICO, Bloomberg, The Hill, FOX News, Roll Call, The Washington Post, National 
Public Radio, and USA Today, among others. He is a Visiting Professor on campaign finance for 
Georgia State University College of Law and the University of Georgia. He is also a frequent 
speaker on political law issues at Emory University School of Law.  
 
Stefan was recognized by Washingtonian Magazine as one of the “Best Legal Minds in 
Washington” in the field of Campaign and Election law, and has been recognized as one of the 
leading political law attorneys nationwide by Chambers USA. Law & Politics and Atlanta 
Magazine recognized Stefan on their 2008-2016 lists of Georgia Super Lawyers and on their 
2005 and 2006 lists of Georgia Super Lawyers Rising Stars. Stefan was recognized by James 
Magazine as one of “Georgia’s Most Influential People.” The Georgia Supreme Court appointed 
Stefan as a mentor in the Transition into Law Practice Program of the State Bar of Georgia in 
January 2009. 

 
Current Focus for the Left: Automatic Voter Registration 

 
John Fogarty 
 
John G. Fogarty Jr. is Senior Counsel in Clark Hill’s Chicago office, where he practices in the 
Government and Public Affairs Practice Group. John regularly counsels a wide range of 
candidates, such as office holders, political committees, individual citizens, corporations and 
non-profit entities, in every aspect of the political and legislative process, including ballot access, 
campaign finance and disclosure, lobbying issues, media issues and party governance.  He has 
represented numerous local, state and federal candidates and political committees before the 
State Board of Elections, and before electoral boards state-wide, as well as in state and federal 
courts throughout Illinois. 
 
John also represents a variety of clients in a lobbying capacity with the Administration and 
General Assembly.  He has represented clients in various fields such as: agriculture, energy, 
healthcare, insurance, gaming, municipal issues, telecommunications and transportation. 
 
John currently serves as General Counsel to the Illinois Republican Party and to the Illinois 
Association of Republican County Chairmen. He also serves on the RNLA Board of Governors. 
 
Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin 
 
R. Kyle Ardoin, a resident of Baton Rouge, was elected secretary of state on Dec. 8, 2018. 
Ardoin brings a wealth of knowledge to the office having served as first assistant for eight years. 
He ascended into the position during a critical time for the office, especially in terms of election 
integrity, data security and voting machine infrastructure. 
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Ardoin’s goals include selecting new voting equipment for the state, protecting the security of 
sensitive voter data and implementing high-tech protections for both the Elections and 
Commercial divisions of the office’s operations. 
 
As a lifelong resident of the State of Louisiana and a native of Ville Platte, Ardoin is an 
experienced leader with a genuine passion for citizenship and participation. He graduated from 
Louisiana State University where he majored in political science and minored in speech 
communications. He brings to the office more than 30 years of experience working in both the 
private and public sectors. 
 
His successes include starting his own lobbying, issues management and association 
management business, specializing in health care and educational services representation for 
more than 14 years. He also has extensive experience in state government having worked for the 
Louisiana House of Representatives and accepting a gubernatorial appointment to the Capitol 
Area Human Services District as well as the Health Care Reform Commission before his service 
as first assistant secretary of state. Additionally, he completed a four-year elected term on the 
West Baton Rouge Parish School Board, and served as executive director for the Concrete and 
Aggregates Association of Louisiana, Inc. 
 
Civically, Ardoin passionately participated on the Louisiana Board of Directors for the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation and remains engaged in fundraising efforts for this cause as a 
result of his daughter’s diagnosis of Type-1 Diabetes in early 2007. Secretary Ardoin is married 
to the former Letti Lowe of Port Allen and has a daughter, Abbigale. As a family, they are 
members of St. Aloysius Catholic Church in Baton Rouge. 

 
The 2020 Republican National Convention 

 
Manuel Iglesias 

 
Manuel Iglesias is the Chairman of the Republicans National Lawyers Association. He also is a 
member of the RNLA Advisory Counsel. 
 
Mr. Iglesias focuses his practice on the representation of healthcare related entities and physician 
groups in business transactions, including buy-sell agreements, mergers and acquisitions, non-
compete contracts, employment and vendor agreements and asset protection. A member of The 
Florida Bar and the Illinois State Bar, Mr. Iglesias has more than 25 years of experience in the 
business world with management consulting, venture capital and investment banking firms.  
 
He has also served as an officer and/or director for various investment banks and venture funds. 
A founding member of Human Rights, an organization designed to combat the lack of human 
rights in Cuba; Mr. Iglesias has been heavily involved with the Republican Party since 1972. 
During this period, he has participated in multiple initiatives and campaigns including the 
Presidential Transition Team in 1980 and 1988, the 2002 Bush-Brogan Gubernatorial Campaign 
and was Chairman for Lawyers for Bush-Cheney Coalition for Miami-Dade and Monroe 
Counties during the 2004 George W. Bush Campaign. 
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Mr. Iglesias graduated from the University of Chicago earning both, a Juris Doctor and a Master 
in Business Administration. Previously, Mr. Iglesias graduated from Georgetown University 
with a degree in Foreign Service. 
 
Toni Anne Dashiell 
 
Toni Anne Dashiell has been active in politics, grassroots advocacy and leadership training for 
more than 30 years. She is a leader among leaders, who was awarded the 2009 Ronald Reagan 
Leadership Award by the National Federation of Republican Women for her distinctive 
performance as the President of the Texas Federation of Republican Women (TFRW). She is an 
empowering personality who, added women from Nigeria, Bosnia and Burma to the long list of 
leaders she has empowered by training in campaign management, leadership development, and 
communication. Toni Anne and Rachel Woods co-authored Leading for Freedom: Leadership 
Skills for Republicans. 
 
Toni Anne’s service as a volunteer grassroots leader dates back to 1968, when she worked on a 
presidential campaign as a member of Teenage Republicans. Since that time she has been a 
consistent leader in numerous Republican campaigns including presidential, Senatorial and 
Congressional, statewide, city and county races. 
 
Her combined experiences as a grassroots leader and a leadership development trainer have 
given Toni Anne insight into developing political organizations and mobilizing teams of 
grassroots activists to accomplish their goals. While she was president of the TFRW, in 2008 and 
2009, Toni Anne mentored 165 local club presidents by instituting monthly conference calls and 
implemented the use of new media tools, including e-newsletters and social networking sites. 
During her tenure, the TFRW membership grew to more than 10,000 members. Also during this 
time, she mobilized TFRW’s members to support Voter I.D. legislation, which was eventually 
passed by the Texas Legislature. She has presented in numerous campaign management schools, 
Get-Out-the-Vote workshops, and leadership seminars. It is this distinguished service that led 
Toni Anne to receive the Ten Most Outstanding Award from TFRW in 2011. Locally, Toni 
Anne has served as President, First Vice-President, and PAC Treasurer of Kendall County 
Republican Women and she was named the Kendall County Republican Party Volunteer of the 
Year in 1999. 
 
She was elected as a delegate to numerous Texas Republican State Conventions and served as a 
delegate to the 2004, 2008 and 2012 Republican National Conventions. She was appointed the 
Texas Community Service Leader at the 2004 National Convention in New York City, and 
organized the other delegates to clean up a stretch of river bank in New Jersey. 
 
Toni Anne believes in the importance of community service. She has demonstrated this value by 
serving as a leader in her hometown, including the Boerne Chamber of Commerce, Government 
Affairs, the Boerne ISD Budget Committee, Kendall County Sherriff’s Community Advisory 
Board and the Boerne Community Theatre. She was appointed to the Texas Prepaid Higher 
Education Tuition Board in 2011. 
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Toni Anne holds a B.A. in recreation therapy. She worked as a licensed nursing home 
administrator and established an Alzheimer’s Day Care Center before changing careers. 
Currently she holds two licenses for life insurance and real estate. Together, she and her 
husband, Tom, are small business owners, working in both real estate and insurance. She is vice 
president of Thomas L. Dashiell, CLU Inc. Insurance Sales and president of Dashiell Properties, 
Inc., Property Management Firm. 
 

State Campaign Finance Update 
 

Eric Brown 
 
Eric Brown is Deputy Chief Counsel to the Republican National Committee. He has significant 
experience in and around the highest levels of the intersection of government, politics, 
campaigns, and the law. 
 
Prior to joining the RNC, Mr. Brown worked as Counsel and Legal and Policy Advisor to the 
Commissioner at the Federal Election Commission. He has also worked as General Counsel for 
Ted Cruz’s presidential campaign and at Patton Boggs LLP. 
 
Eric holds a B.A. in Political Communication and a master’s in in Political Management from 
The George Washington University. He is also a graduate of the George Mason University 
Antonin Scalia Law School. 
 
Bilenda Harris-Ritter 
 
Bilenda Harris-Ritter currently serves as the State Attorney for the Arkansas Military 
Department and Arkansas Army National Guard. She is admitted to practice in Arkansas, 
California, and the Eastern and Western Districts of Arkansas and Eastern District of California 
federal bar. 
 
Ms. Harris-Ritter practiced civil law and crime victim rights law in Northern California and was 
certified by the State Bar of California as a specialist in Workers Compensation Law until being 
appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger as the legal advisor to the Chairman of the 
Public Employment Relations Board for the State of California in April 2004. She served in that 
capacity until July 2006 when Governor Schwarzenegger appointed her as a Commissioner on 
the California Board of Parole Hearings. 
 
After relocating to Arkansas, Ms. Harris-Ritter was a partner with Ritter Law in Maumelle, 
Arkansas for four years. She served as Assistant General Counsel for the Republican Party of 
Arkansas until January 2015 when she accepted a position as Assistant Attorney General in the 
Office of Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge. 
 
Ms. Harris-Ritter served as one of the three Election Commissioners for Pulaski County from 
January 2017 until her appointment in March 2018 as the Republican Designee on the Arkansas 
State Board of Election Commissioners. Her term as Commissioner expires March 30, 2022. 
 



	   11	  

Ms. Harris-Ritter is a graduate of the University of Southern California where she received a 
B.A. degree in Journalism. She received her J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law, 
also in Los Angeles.  
 
Eric Stahlfeld 
 
Eric Stahlfeld is the Chief Litigation Counsel for the Freedom Foundation, a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to advance individual liberty, free markets, and limited, 
accountable government.  It is located in Olympia, Washington, and also has offices in Oregon 
and California.  Mr. Stahlfeld has practiced law in Washington State for 25 years, after 
graduating from the Marshall-Wythe School of Law at the College of William and Mary in 
Virginia. He previously worked in the administration of President Ronald Reagan.  He lives 
outside Seattle with his wife Susan. They have two children, Marta and Karl. 
 
Eric Wang 
 
Eric Wang is special counsel at Wiley Rein LLP. He specializes in the regulation of political 
activity under federal and state campaign finance, lobbying, tax, and government ethics laws. 
 
Mr. Wang has served previously as interim general counsel at one of the largest national political 
non-profit organizations and as counsel to a commissioner at the Federal Election Commission 
(FEC), in which capacity he advised on more than 1,000 agency enforcement actions and 
advisory opinions and authored and negotiated substantial portions of rulemakings. Eric is 
frequently published on political law issues in USA Today, Roll Call, The Hill, Politico, and The 
Washington Times and serves as a pro bono adviser to the Institute for Free Speech (IFS). 
 
Mr. Wang is a graduate of Princeton University and the University of Virginia School of Law. 

 
EDO 101 

 
Marc Ellinger 
 
Marc Ellinger is a founding partner of the firm of Ellinger and Associates, LLC, and represents 
businesses, individuals, organizations and committees in disputes. He focuses his practice in 
election law, legislative and rulemaking practice, municipal finance and structuring, issues of 
state and federal constitutional law, gaming law, and appellate practice and has achieved a 
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent rating. Mr. Ellinger also serves on the Board of the 
Republican National Lawyers Association. 
 
Mr. Ellinger served as legal counsel for the Missouri State Auditor in 1993. In that role, he 
advised the State Auditor on constitutional and tax law matters, as well as matters related to 
municipal and state debt financing and regularly appeared before the state appellate courts and 
the Missouri Supreme Court on the Auditor’s behalf. He transitioned to private practice in 1999. 
Prior to founding Ellinger and Associates, LLC, Mr. Ellinger was a member of Blitz, Bardgett & 
Deutsch, LC. 
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He has more than twenty years of experience in election law and campaign finance compliance, 
including the representation of candidates, as well as ballot measure campaigns and Political 
Action Committees across the State of Missouri. Mr. Ellinger has drafted initiative petitions 
covering a broad range of subjects and has been involved in the coordination of campaigns and 
litigation on ballot measures, on behalf of both proponents and opponents.  
 
His background as a CPA allows him to view tax matters through multiple lenses. Mr. Ellinger 
has represented numerous clients in administrative and civil cases involving sales, use and 
property tax law. He also regularly advises clients regarding transaction structuring. 
 
Mr. Ellinger has significant appellate experience in Missouri. He has argued more than twenty 
cases in the Missouri Supreme Court and dozens more in the Eastern and Western Districts of the 
Missouri Court of Appeals. From local government issues of first impression, to tax matters, to 
numerous election law cases, he has protected the interests of businesses, individuals and local 
governments across Missouri. 
 
Mr. Ellinger received his J.D. from the University of Missouri in 1992. 
 
Jen Daulby 
 
Jen Daulby is the Republican Staff Director for the Committee on House Administration.  The 
Committee is tasked with the day-to-day operations of the House of Representations and is 
charged with the oversight of campaign finance and federal election administration.  Ms. Daulby 
was previously Chief of Staff to Congressman Rodney Davis.  Davis represents the 13th 
Congressional District in Illinois, one of the most competitive congressional districts in the 
country, which encompasses 14 counties in Central and Southern Illinois.  She served as Chief of 
Staff for six years and opened the office for the Congressman on January 3, 2013. 
 
Prior to joining Mr. Davis, she established the Washington, DC office for Land O'Lakes 
Company in October of 2009.  She handled federal government affairs issues and lobbied 
Congress and the federal agencies on behalf of the cooperative.  Before joining Land O'Lakes, 
Daulby specialized in agriculture policy with areas of expertise including antitrust and 
intellectual property.  
 
She also served as counsel to Congressman Steve Chabot handling issues before the House 
Judiciary Committee and in particular the Subcommittee on the Constitution. She was legal 
counsel to the House Committee on Agriculture and a legislative assistant to Congressman John 
Shimkus.    
 
Daulby grew up in Du Quoin, a small town in Southern Illinois.  She has an undergraduate 
degree in political science from Eastern Illinois University and a Juris Doctor from Southern 
Illinois University.  She currently resides in Alexandria, Virginia with her ten-year-old daughter 
and is active in the parent teacher association at St. Thomas More Cathedral School.  She enjoys 
baking, running, and working on her fixer-upper home. 
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Mike Roman 
 
Mike Roman is Senior Advisor to President Trump’s 2020 reelection campaign. His background 
as a political operative, competitive intelligence analyst and security consultant makes him 
uniquely qualified to assist campaigns and political parties to assess and mitigate threats to the 
electoral process. 
 
He has consulted campaigns and organizations domestically and abroad for over 20 years, 
including Bush-Cheney, McCain 2008, Romney 2012, the NRSC, NRCC, and the Republican 
National Committee.  The first election he ever worked was stolen.  It is the only State election 
result vacated by a Federal Judge based on evidence of massive fraud.  Roman was one of the 
lead investigators. 
 
Michael Thielen  
 
Michael Thielen has served as the Republican National Lawyers Association’s Executive 
Director since late 2000. He is a graduate of the University of California Los Angeles (B.A. 
History, 1989) and Pepperdine School of Law (J.D., 1993). He has helped oversee a twelve-fold 
increase in the size of the Republican National Lawyers Association (RNLA) and is working on 
further improving the RNLA for its members and to better advance Republican ideals. As 
Executive Director of the RNLA, Mr. Thielen has organized events both large and small from 
CLE accredited trainings to major speeches by leading political figures such as Vice President 
Pence. He also frequently writes for the Daily Caller. 
 
Mr. Thielen has worked in Republican and conservative politics since coming to Washington, 
D.C. in 1994. He worked for the Republican National Committee (RNC) from 1994 through the 
1996 election. At the end of the cycle, he worked as a Senior Research Analyst for the RNC. In 
this position, he uncovered the connection between Arief Wiriadinata and the Clinton 
Administration which became the Chinese Campaign Finance Scandal or the John Huang 
scandal. He also helped to uncover information linking the Clintons to alleged Mafia Union Boss 
Arthur Coia. 
 
After leaving the RNC, Mr. Thielen went to work for candidates for elected office in Virginia 
including candidates for Congress, Attorney General and the Virginia House of Delegates. In the 
latter, he worked for a candidate who unseated a 22-year incumbent. In addition, Mr. Thielen has 
executed independent research projects for candidates for Federal and State office. He was also 
appointed to the 2006 Presidential Rank Review Board which reviews the accomplishments of 
nominees – career members of the Senior Executive Service (SES), and Senior-Level (SL) and 
Scientific and Professional (ST) communities for the 2006 Presidential Award of Distinguished 
Rank.  
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Modern Election Issues and the Law 
 
Joy Lee 
 
Joy Lee is Counsel to the 2020 Republican Convention. She is also the Secretary for the RNLA 
Board of Governors. Prior to taking her current roll, Ms. Lee was Counsel at the Republican 
Office for the Committee on House Administration and Senior Counsel to Americans for 
Prosperity. She also has experience working with the 58th Presidential Inaugural Committee and 
the 2016 Republican National Convention.  
 
She is a graduate of the University of Maryland and the Washington and Lee University School 
of Law. 

 
Jackie Barber 
 
Jackie Barber is the Chief Counsel for the Senate Committee on Rules and Administration under 
Chairman Roy Blunt, where her portfolio includes election administration and campaign 
finance.  She previously served under Chairman K. Michael Conaway as Chief Counsel for the 
House Committee on Agriculture, overseeing the Committee’s legal office and oversight 
operations, and as Counsel to the Chairman at the House Committee on Ethics.  Prior to her work 
in Congress, Barber served as Deputy General Counsel to the National Republican 
Congressional Committee.  She holds bachelor’s degree in Business Management and Chemistry 
and a law degree from the University of South Dakota. 
 
Donald Palmer 
 
Donald Palmer was nominated by President Donald J. Trump and confirmed by unanimous 
consent of the United States Senate on January 2, 2019 to serve on the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC). Commissioner Palmer is a former Bipartisan Policy Center Fellow where he 
advanced the recommendations of the Presidential Commission on Election Administration to 
resolve the voting technology crisis, find ways to reduce lines of voters, and improve the voting 
experience. He provided testimony to state legislatures on election administration and voting 
reforms and partnered with state election officials and state legislators in support of election 
modernization across the country. 
 
Palmer is a former Secretary of the Virginia State Board of Elections and served as the 
commonwealth’s Chief Election Official from 2011-2014. During his tenure, he implemented an 
online voter registration system and joined Virginia as a founding member of ERIC, a non-profit 
organization with the sole mission of assisting states to improve the accuracy of America’s voter 
rolls and increase access to voter registration for all eligible citizens.  Palmer strengthened the 
security and accuracy of voting tabulation machines in Virginia with the establishment of a 
voting system testing certification program.  He also served as the Florida’s Director of Elections 
where he successfully transitioned the state from electronic voting machines to paper based 
voting tabulation machines prior to the 2008 Presidential Election and expanded the Florida 
voting system state certification program. 
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As an election administrator, Palmer has advised the EAC in a number of roles.  He has served as 
a Senior Advisor to the EAC on the provisions of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA), 
and served on EAC advisory boards, including the Standards Board Executive Board and the 
Technical Guidelines Development Committee, representing the National Association of State 
Election Directors. 
 
Prior to his work in election administration, he served as a trial attorney with the Voting Section 
in the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division, where he enforced the nation’s voting 
laws.  He litigated a number of cases involving federal voting laws, including the National Voter 
Registration Act (NVRA), the Voting Rights Act (VRA), the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) 
and the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA).  He monitored 
polling places in state and local elections across the county to identify noncompliance with 
federal voting and disability rights laws.  After the passage of HAVA, Palmer worked with state 
election officials to provide states guidance on implementation of HAVA verification 
requirements for voter registration systems.  Palmer eventually represented the United States in 
the first enforcement action under HAVA in United States v. Alabama where the federal court 
ordered the state to implement an interactive statewide voter registration system under a special 
master. 
 
Palmer is a military veteran, retiring from the U.S. Navy after two decades as an intelligence 
officer and judge advocate general. He was deployed onboard the USS John F. Kennedy and 
USS Eisenhower and served overseas in Europe and Southwest Asia.  He served as a naval 
intelligence analyst at the United State Central Command focusing on East Africa. Prior to 
Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan), Palmer deployed from Europe to the USS Carl 
Vinson operating in the Arabian Sea. During his naval service, he was awarded the Navy 
Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, and Joint Service Commendation 
Medal.  He is a former member of the Board of Directors of Lawyers Democracy Fund.  
Commissioner Palmer earned his J.D. at the Stetson University College of Law and his master’s 
degree at George Washington University. 
 
Stacey Scholl 
 
Stacey Scholl is an attorney who has spent the last decade focusing on election law and election 
administration at the federal, state and local levels. In law school she served as a legal intern for 
both the Colorado and Iowa Election Divisions. After graduating from Drake University Law 
School in Des Moines, Iowa she took a position with the Department of Defense's Federal 
Voting Assistance Program where she supported military and overseas voters. Her most recent 
position was with Democracy Fund as a senior associate where she co-led efforts to support local 
election officials with tools and information.  
 

North Carolina Election Law 
 

Jonathan Sink 
 
Jonathan Sink is the Executive Director of the North Carolina Republican Party. Prior to joining 
the NCGOP, was General Counsel to the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction and 
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Deputy General Counsel to the Office of the Speaker of the North Carolina House of 
Representatives. Jonathan also has experience with Mecklenburg County and Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools. He holds a B.S. in Business Administration from the UNC Kenan-Flagler 
Business School and a J.D. from Charlotte School of Law. 
 
Heather Ford 
 
Heather Ford is an attorney who focuses on election law at The Ford Firm, PLLC in North 
Carolina. Prior to joining the firm, she was an Education and Disclosure Specialist at the North 
Carolina State Board of Elections. Ms. Ford is a graduate of Wingate University and the 
University Mississippi School of Law. 
 
Josh Lawson 
 
Josh Lawson is the recently departed general counsel to the North Carolina State Board of 
Elections. Before joining that agency, Lawson served as an editor at the White House (GWB) 
and as an aide to former U.S. Attorney General Ashcroft and former Justice Department COS 
David Ayers in private practice.  Lawson is a graduate of the GWU Graduate School of Political 
Management, UNC School of Law (JD), and Duke University School of Law (LLM).  Josh and 
his wife, Cat, reside in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 
Phil Strach 
 
See above. 
 

Redistricting Litigation in the States 
 
Adam Kincaid 
 
Adam Kincaid is the Executive Director of the National Republican Redistricting Trust and Fair 
Lines America.  During his career in conservative politics he has worked with committees, 
campaigns, and state parties across all 50 states at the federal, state, and local levels. 
 
Before becoming the NRRT’s first Executive Director in late 2017 Adam worked as the Special 
Projects Director at the Republican National Committee (2013-2017); as the Redistricting 
Coordinator, Southeastern Political Director, and National Data Director for the National 
Republican Congressional Committee (2011 & 2012); and as the Deputy Political Director and 
Director of Policy and Research for the Republican Governors Association (2007-2010).  His 
first job in politics was as the Voter Programs Director for the Georgia Republican Party (2005 
& 2006). 
 
Adam holds a Bachelor of Arts from Florida State University and a Masters in Public 
Administration from the University of Georgia.  He earned his Eagle Scout in West Texas. 
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Adam has lived all over the south - calling North Carolina, Texas, Florida, Georgia, and Virginia 
home.  He and his wife, Carolyn, currently live in Northern Virginia with their 3 sons.  Their 
fourth son is due late this summer. 
 
Erin Clark 
 
Erin Clark is the General Counsel to the National Republican Congressional Committee. Prior to 
joining the NRCC, she was an Associate with Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky, PLLC, 
providing counsel in the areas of campaign finance and election law, lobbying and ethics 
compliance, and tax-exempt organizations. Previously, Erin served on Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell’s 2014 re-election campaign as Assistant to the Senior Advisor. Erin earned 
her J.D from the University of Kentucky College of Law and her B.A. in Political Science from 
the University of Kentucky. Erin is a member of the Kentucky Bar. 
 
Misha Tseytlin 
 
Misha Tseytlin is Partner at Troutman Sanders LLP. He has extensive experience litigating high-
stakes appeals before the United States Supreme Court, Federal Courts of Appeal and State 
Supreme Courts. 
 
Mr. Tseytlin leads the firm's national appellate and Supreme Court practice. He is an 
experienced, nationally-renowned appellate advocate, having successfully led several of the most 
high-profile appeals in the country in recent years. He argued and prevailed before the United 
States Supreme Court in Gill v. Whitford, one of the most significant redistricting cases in 
decades. He also argued and prevailed before the United States Supreme Court in Murr v. 
Wisconsin, a high-stakes regulatory takings case. 
 
Mr. Tseytlin has been one of the leaders in high-profile challenges to environmental regulations. 
He was one of the key advocates in the Clean Power Plan litigation, playing a critical role in 
securing a historic stay from the United States Supreme Court, and arguing the case before the en 
banc D.C. Circuit. Mr. Tseytlin played a similar leading role in the multistate challenges to the 
WOTUS Rule and multiple challenges to EPA’s ozone rules. 
 
Before joining Troutman Sanders, Mr. Tseytlin was Wisconsin Solicitor General from 2015 to 
2018. Before that, he served as General Counsel in the West Virginia Attorney General’s Office. 
Mr. Tseytlin also had several federal clerkships, including for the Honorable Anthony M. 
Kennedy of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
He is a graduate of Amherst College and the Georgetown University Law Center. 
 
Bryan P. Tyson 
 
Bryan P. Tyson is partner at Taylor English Duma LLP. He focuses on civil litigation, appellate 
litigation, election law, and government. He primarily represents governments, candidates, and 
companies in election and campaign finance matters. 
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Previously, Mr. Tyson served as the Executive Director of the Georgia Public Defender Council, 
a role that has been described as the managing partner of the largest criminal defense firm in the 
state. He was appointed to that position by Governor Nathan Deal.  
 
Before serving at GPDC, Mr. Tyson was an associate at a litigation boutique, where he focused 
on civil and appellate litigation in state and federal court. With other lawyers in the firm, Mr. 
Tyson advised the Georgia General Assembly during its 2011 redistricting process and was 
appointed as Special Assistant Attorney General to assist in securing federal approval of all three 
redistricting plans adopted by the legislature during its special session. He has represented clients 
before the Georgia Court of Appeals, the Georgia Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit, and the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
Prior to admission to the bar, he worked in the Georgia General Assembly, most recently with 
the office of the minority leader of the Georgia House of Representatives. Following his work in 
the Georgia General Assembly, Mr. Tyson served as a policy aide to former Third District 
Congressman Lynn Westmoreland in Washington, D.C. 
 
Mr. Tyson was awarded the 2017 Indigent Defense Award from the Georgia Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers. He was also selected as one of five finalists for the Fulton County 
Daily Reports 2015 Attorney of the Year award and was selected for inclusion in the 2011, 2014, 
and 2015 Georgia Super Lawyers-Rising Stars lists. 

 
Election Technology and Voting Machines 

 
Beverly Weiss Manne 
  
Beverly Weiss Manne is Shareholder at Trucker Arensberg, P.C. where she co-chairs the firm’s 
Bankruptcy and Creditors’ Rights Department. She also serves on the RNLA Board of 
Governors and a member of the RNLA Advisory Council. 
 
Experienced attorney who represents secured and unsecured creditors, lessors, and buyers of 
assets in bankruptcy cases, non-judicial restructurings and in complex, and distressed business 
and commercial credit situations and commercial finance matters. 
 
Beverly represents clients in: Bankruptcy and Reorganization Proceedings; State and Federal 
Receiverships; Workouts and Loan Restructurings; Forbearance Agreements; Enforcement 
Actions and Liquidations; Asset Acquisitions; Agricultural Lending and Agribusiness Issues; 
Negotiable Instrument Issues, Letters of Credit; Supply Agreements Terms, Contract Analysis; 
Marcellus and Energy; Mechanics Liens and Municipal Insolvency. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, Beverly was Assistant Counsel at the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Office of General Counsel, Regions I, II and III representing its agencies in all aspects of 
business, industrial, agricultural, housing (504), multi-family housing and agricultural loans 
made and guaranteed by the Farmers Home Administration and Commodity Credit Corporation, 
as well as the Food and Nutrition Service, and Federal Crop Insurance Corporation. 
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Beverly was an Adjunct Professor, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, teaching Payment 
Systems (2002-present) and Secured Transactions (1998, 2004 – 2009). Beverly also served on 
the Tucker Arensberg Board of Directors from 1988- 2014. 
 
Ronald L. Hicks, Jr. 
 
Ronald L. Hicks, Jr. is a Pennsylvania business and oil and gas rights trial lawyer who handles 
emergency, complex and appellate litigation and other business matters for a variety of clients, 
including LGBT+ business owners. He is also RNLA Vice President for Election Education and 
is the 2018 winner of RNLA’s Robert J. Horn Chairman's Award. Additionally, he serves as the 
Vice President for Election Education for the Republican National Lawyers Association and is a 
member of the Advisory Council. 
 
Mr. Hicks actively appears in State and Federal Courts throughout the Atlantic Coast and 
Midwest, and he has pursued and defended claims brought before the American Arbitration 
Association in locales both in and outside of Pittsburgh. Also, he serves as an arbitrator, an early 
neutral evaluator and a special master for ediscovery disputes for the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Pennsylvania. 
 
Mr. Hicks is Co-Chair of the Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP’s Litigation & Dispute 
Resolution Group and Chair of the Energy, Utilities & Mineral Rights Group. Also, he serves as 
the Co-chair of the U.S./Canada Litigation Group of Meritas, a global association of select 
independent law firms. In 2016, Mr. Hicks was elected by his peers to the Board of Governors of 
the Allegheny County Bar Association for a three-year term. In 2013 and 2017, Senator Pat 
Toomey appointed Mr. Hicks to the Judicial Nominating Committee to select candidates for 
district judge vacancies in the United States District Court for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Mr. Hicks received his B.A. from Pennsylvania State University and his J.D. from Wake Forest 
University School of Law. 
 
Christy McCormick 
 
Christy McCormick was nominated by President Barack H. Obama and confirmed by unanimous 
consent of the United States Senate on December 16, 2014 to serve on the U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission (EAC). She was quickly elected by her fellow Commissioners as 
Chairwoman of the reconstituted Commission for the 2015-2016 term. As the agency’s first 
chairperson in four years, she re-established the operation of the Commission itself, as well as 
the Commission’s three advisory boards: the EAC Standards Board, Board of Advisors, and 
Technical Guidelines Development Committee (TGDC). Chairwoman McCormick executed a 
new management policy, secured a long-overdue update to the Voluntary Voting Systems 
Guidelines (VVSG), obtained the accreditation of a new Voting System Testing Laboratory 
(VSTL), oversaw the hiring of the Executive Director and General Counsel, and led the 
reaffirmation of accessibility in voting as a top priority for the Commission. She instituted the 
EAC’s first Language Accessibility Summit, first Election Data Summit, and established a 
working relationship with the United States Postal Service (USPS) to address postal issues in 
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elections. As Chairwoman, Ms. McCormick also launched a continuing effort with the Federal 
Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) and the Council of State Governments (CSG) to improve the 
Election Administration and Voting Survey (EAVS), and diligently and successfully worked to 
restore the Commission’s standing with Members of Congress, the National Association of 
Secretaries of State (NASS), the National Association of State Election Directors (NASED), 
local election officials, and other stakeholders in the election community. 
 
McCormick serves as the Designated Federal Officer for the Standards Board. 
 
Prior to her appointment with the EAC, Commissioner McCormick served as a Senior Trial 
Attorney in the Voting Section of the Civil Rights Division at the Department of Justice, a 
position she held from 2006 until joining the Commission. In that role, Ms. McCormick was 
responsible for investigating and prosecuting violations of federal voting statutes, including the 
Voting Rights Act, the National Voter Registration Act, the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) and the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act 
(MOVE). Additionally, Ms. McCormick worked with election officials to monitor compliance 
with federal voting statutes, especially the Voting Rights Act and its minority language 
requirements, and fair administration of elections. She has observed numerous elections and 
worked with election officials all across America.  
 
Ms. McCormick was detailed by the Deputy Attorney General to be Senior Attorney Advisor 
and Acting Deputy Rule of Law Coordinator in the Office of the Rule of Law Coordinator at the 
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq from 2009 to 2010, where she worked as the U.S. elections 
expert overseeing the Iraq national elections (including an extensive election re-count), as well as 
on numerous U.S. and coalition Rule of Law efforts. She was the Rule of Law liaison to the 
Kurdish Regional Government as well as liaison to rule of law advisors at the Provincial 
Reconstruction Teams. 
 
Prior to joining the Department of Justice, Ms. McCormick served as a Judicial Clerk to the 
Honorable Elizabeth A. McClanahan in the Court of Appeals of Virginia from 2003 to 2006. Ms. 
McCormick was an Assistant Attorney General and Assistant to the Solicitor General in the 
Office of the Attorney General of Virginia from 2001 to 2003. She was a member of the U.S. 
Supreme Court legal teams for Black v. Virginia (defending the Commonwealth’s criminal 
statute against cross-burning) and Hicks v. Virginia (defending a 1st amendment challenge to a 
state trespassing policy), as well as in cases on appeal to the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals. She 
was a Judicial Law Clerk in Virginia’s Seventh Judicial Circuit Court from 1999 to 2001. 
 
Ms. McCormick received her B.A. from the University of Buffalo, a J.D. with honors from the 
George Mason University School of Law (now Antonin Scalia Law School), and also attended 
the William & Mary School of Law. 
 
Aaron Wilson 
 
Aaron Wilson is the Sr. Director of Election Security and the Center for Internet Security. CIS® 
(Center for Internet Security, Inc.) is a forward-thinking, non-profit entity that harnesses the 
power of a global IT community to safeguard private and public organizations against cyber 
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threats. Mr. Wilson also owns Enhanced Voting which provides innovative ideas and solutions 
for the U.S. elections industry.  
 
Prior to joining CIS, he most recently worked as the Director of Product Innovation at Clear 
Ballot Group. Mr. Wilson also previously worked at Greenshades Software, Scytl Secure 
Electronic Voting, Lockheed Martin, and the Florida Division of Elections. 
 
Mr. Wilson holds a B.S. in Computer Engineering from Florida State University. He also holds a 
master’s degree in Computer and Information Systems Security/Information Assurance from the 
University of North Florida where he focused his research on elections security. 
 

Florida 2018 
 

Chris White 
 
Christopher White is currently Senior Associate Counsel at the Republican National 
Committee.  Before joining the RNC, Christopher worked at the NRSC during the 2018 cycle, 
deploying first to Tallahassee and then to Broward County as part of the NRSC’s recount 
efforts.  Prior to joining the NRSC, Christopher spent two years as a litigation associate in the 
Washington, D.C. office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, and clerked for Judge James C. Cacheris 
in the Eastern District of Virginia.  Christopher received his law degree from the University of 
Virginia, and he received his undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame. 
 
Ben Gibson 
 
Ben Gibson is an attorney in the Tallahassee office of Shutts & Bowen LLP, where he is Vice-
Chair of the Appellate practice group.  His statewide practice focuses on government, political, 
and corporate clients representing them in government affairs, appellate, litigation, and 
administrative matters. 
 
Most recently, Mr. Gibson was named general counsel to Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’ 
Transition Team, advising the new administration on legal issues and the appointment of three 
Florida Supreme Court justices.  Before joining Shutts, he served as the Deputy General Counsel 
and an Assistant General Counsel to Florida Governor Rick Scott for nearly five years, where he 
helped advise the Governor on the appointment of more than 120 judges to Florida’s county, 
circuit, DCA, and Supreme Courts. His extensive responsibilities included providing legal 
counsel to the Executive Office of the Governor and overseeing high profile legal issues at 
executive branch agencies. 
 
Mr. Gibson’s government law practice includes serving as counsel to state entities, advising on 
public records, the Sunshine Law, and ethics issues as well as representing clients before state 
and federal courts and administrative agencies. 
 
His state and federal election law practice focuses on advising candidates, party organizations, 
and political committees and representing clients in compliance and enforcement matters.  As 
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general counsel to the Republican Party of Florida he led all of the party’s legal efforts during 
the 2018 election cycle including through three statewide recounts. 
 
With a deep understanding of Florida government and politics, Mr. Gibson has also worked as an 
attorney with the Florida House of Representatives helping to author the largest rewrite of 
Florida’s growth management laws in 25 years.  Prior to joining Shutts, he founded his own law 
firm focusing on government and election law. 
 
Nick Primrose 
 
Nick Primrose serves as Deputy General Counsel to Florida Governor Ron DeSantis. He 
currently oversees the legal matters for Florida’s economic agencies, disaster management, and 
elections. He also provides advice and counsel to Governor DeSantis on his executive authority 
and judicial appointments. During the 2018 election cycle, Mr. Primrose served as the Florida 
Election Day Operations Director for the National Republican Senatorial Committee (NRSC) 
and Senator Rick Scott’s campaign, which included leading a team of attorneys and volunteers 
during the recount efforts. Prior to the campaign, he served as Deputy General Counsel to 
Governor Rick Scott from 2017 to 2019. Before joining the Florida Governor’s General Counsel 
Office, Mr. Primrose was in-house counsel practicing insurance defense and civil litigation. 
 
Steve Roberts 
 
Steve Roberts is a Partner at the law firm of Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky, focusing his 
practice on lobbying compliance, campaign finance, and political committees. In 2015, Legal 
Bisnow named Steve one of Washington’s “Trending 40 Lawyers Under 40.” 
 
As part of his practice, Steve advises clients on compliance strategies with federal, state and 
local lobbying laws, pay-to-play limitations, campaign finance restrictions and requirements, and 
gifts and entertainment limitations for government officials. In that role, Steve works with 
donors, corporations and trade associations on the Federal Election Campaign Act and the 
impacts of court and agency decisions altering campaign finance laws, the Lobbying Disclosure 
Act (LDA) and the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act (HLOGA), the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act (FARA), as well as state and local political law matters. Steve also assists 
corporate clients with establishing and forming corporate and trade association PACs, and 
provides guidance on best practices for success with those committees. Steve routinely aids 
clients in responding to the Federal Election Commission on compliance, enforcement and 
advisory matters. 
 
Steve has designed and put into practice corporate compliance systems and policies for federal, 
state and local lobbying tracking, as well as implemented institution-wide reporting systems for 
compliance with lobbying, campaign finance, and gifts laws. Steve frequently presents live and 
web-based training on federal, state and local lobbying, ethics, gifts, and reporting requirements 
for clients and membership associations. 
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Steve has served as outside general counsel to a number of political entities, including U.S. 
Senate and House campaigns, a presidential campaign, Super PACs, leadership PACs, and 
corporate connected PACs, as well as to elected officials. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, Steve spent several years at a global AmLaw 100 firm where he also 
practiced political law. Before law school, Steve worked as a political consultant focusing on 
email fundraising and online advertising, and as a fundraiser at the Republican National 
Committee. 
 
Steve is a graduate of the University of Virginia School of Law (J.D.) and the George 
Washington University (B.A.), and a member of the Virginia State Bar, the District of Columbia 
Bar, and the Republican National Lawyers Association. 

 
Legal Issues Facing the RNC 

 
Joanne Young 
 
Joanne Young, Managing Partner of Kirstein & Young, PLLC, is engaged in commercial and 
federal regulatory law practice, with a focus on aviation. She represents both international and 
domestic aviation companies and investors before U.S. Government agencies, Congress, and the 
courts. She serves as Co-Chair and is on the Board of Governors for the Republican National 
Lawyers Association. She is also on the Board of Directors of the Lawyers Democracy Fund. 
 
She has been actively involved in the full range of legal issues arising in the aviation industry, 
including the start-up of new airlines; code-share agreements and alliances; airline 
ownership/control/citizenship issues, international negotiations, documentation of aircraft leases, 
purchases, charters, aircraft/crew/maintenance and insurance (ACMI) agreements, criminal and 
civil antitrust issues, airport grants, security, international privacy law, DOT and FAA 
enforcement, consumer protection issues, hazardous materials regulation, commercial 
transactions and government contracts, legislative issues, arbitration, and litigation. She also has 
expertise in the field of election law and has regularly served as keynote speaker in annual 
conferences addressing the field. 
 
Ms. Young is listed in the International Who’s Who of Aviation Lawyers She has testified before 
U.S. Congressional Committees on subjects such as aircraft noise regulation, code sharing and 
the sale of operating slots at U.S. airports. 
 
She is a Member of the New York State and District of Columbia Bars and a graduate of the 
Georgetown University Law Center and Wesleyan University, where she served as a Trustee. 
 
Amanda Abbott 
 
Amanda Abbott is Associate Counsel for the Republican National Committee. Prior to joining 
the RNC, she was the Deputy National Field Director for the Congressional Leadership Fund 
which implemented the first-ever field program by a super PAC. Amanda has also been a field 
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organizer for the North Carolina Republican Party and Republican Party of Virginia. She worked 
as a legal consultant for Labor Services International from 2013-2017. 
 
Amanda holds a B.A. Religion from Duke University and a Master of Public Administration 
from Eastern Carolina University. She is a graduate of Wake Forrest University School of Law 
where she was Summer Law Clerk to North Carolina Supreme Court Justice Paul M. Newby in 
2012. 
 
Justin Riemer 
 
Justin Riemer is Chief Counsel to the Republican National Committee and has extensive 
experience in election law and administration. Justin returns to the RNC, where he was Deputy 
Chief Counsel during the 2016 election cycle, after an appointment as Deputy General Counsel 
for Postsecondary Education at the Department of Education under Secretary Betsy DeVos. His 
other previous positions include serving as the Deputy Secretary of the Virginia State Board of 
Elections (SBE) and as Counsel to the U.S. Senate Committee on Rules and Administration. At 
SBE, he helped lead several improvements to Virginia elections including upgrades to the state’s 
voter registration processes and the passage and implementation of a photo ID law. Justin also 
helped implement Virginia’s 2011 redistricting, administer the 2012 presidential election, and 
referee a 2013 statewide Attorney General recount. At Senate Rules, Justin led efforts to rewrite 
the Senate rules for the use of technology and social media platforms and counseled on issues 
related to federal election legislation. He also served as Deputy Director for the RNLA and 
Associate Counsel for John McCain’s 2008 Presidential Campaign. Justin has written and 
spoken extensively on election law matters, including testifying before the Senate Rules 
Committee on the use of data in elections.  He received a B.A. in History and Religion from 
Gettysburg College and a J.D. from the University of Baltimore School of Law. Justin is 
admitted to practice law in Maryland, the District of Columbia, and Virginia (inactive status). 
 

Ballot Selfies 
 

Chris Marston 
 
Chris Marston provides financial and compliance services to Republican campaigns and party 
committees, conservative political action committees, tax exempt organizations, and corporate 
and trade association PACs at Election CFO. He is a also the RNLA Vice President for 
Membership, serves on the RNLA Board of Governors, and is a member of the RNLA Advisory 
Council. 
 
Mr. Marston started Election CFO to provide campaign finance services to Republican 
candidates, PACs, and party committees in 2009 after serving the George W. Bush 
Administration as Assistant Secretary for Management at the Department of Education. He 
serves on the Board of Governors for the Republican National Lawyers Association. 
 
Before joining the Department of Education, he served as White House Liaison at the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. Prior to that, he served as Washington Office Director for Ohio 
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Governor Bob Taft. He also previously served as Chief of Staff at the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy during the Bush Administration. 
 
Mr. Marston served several years in the House of Representatives before joining the Executive 
Branch. Marston is also President of the Library of Virginia Foundation and volunteers with the 
Boy Scouts of America and several other community organizations. 
 
He is a graduate of Dartmouth College and Georgetown University Law Center. 
 
Steve Klein 
 
Steve Klein is Partner at Statecraft PLLC where he defends his clients’ civil rights against local, 
state and federal regulators.  His advocacy has led to the successful amendment of state statutes 
to respect individual rights and prevented the enactment of overburdensome laws. 
 
Prior to joining Statecraft, Mr. Klein was Of Counsel to the Pillar of Law Institute and Staff 
Attorney and Research Counsel at the Wyoming Liberty Group. Some of his noteworthy 
experiences include serving as counsel to Project Veritas and Project Veritas Action Fund, 
nonprofits engaged in cutting-edge investigative journalism. Steve’s representation concerns 
undercover journalism and combatting aggressive efforts to silence newsgathering; drafting  and 
lobbying on behalf of bills to reform the practice of civil asset forfeiture in Wyoming which 
passed the legislature and was signed into law; and co-authoring amici curiae briefs for the Texas 
Third Court of Appeals and Court of Criminal Appeals in former U.S. House Majority Leader 
Tom DeLay’s appeals for money laundering convictions, arguing against vague and overbroad 
state laws criminalizing political speech (The Third Court adopted the brief’s arguments and 
overturned DeLay’s convictions, an opinion affirmed by the Court of Criminal Appeals in 
2014.). 
 
Mr. Klein is a graduate of Hillsdale College and the Ave Maria School of Law. 
 
Hans von Spakovsky  
 
Hans von Spakovsky is an authority on a wide range of issues – including civil rights, civil 
justice, the First Amendment, immigration, the rule of law and government reform -- as a senior 
legal fellow in The Heritage Foundation’s Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial 
Studies. 
 
As manager of the think tank’s Election Law Reform Initiative, Mr. von Spakovsky also studies 
and writes about campaign finance restrictions, voter fraud and voter ID, enforcement of federal 
voting rights laws, administration of elections and voting equipment standards. Heritage’s 
election reform project examines not only how to protect the integrity of campaigns and elections 
but to achieve greater fairness and security. Previously, as manager of the think tank’s Civil 
Justice Reform Initiative, Mr. von Spakovsky studied how plaintiffs’ attorneys and activists 
attempt to manipulate the courts for their own ends – at the expense of the 
public. 
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He is the co-author with John Fund of the book Who’s Counting?: How Fraudsters and 
Bureaucrats Put Your Vote at Risk and Obama’s Enforcer: Eric Holder’s Justice Department. 
 
President Donald Trump appointed Mr. von Spakovsky to the Presidential Advisory Commission 
on Election Integrity in 2017. He has also served on the Board of Advisors of the U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission and on the Fulton County (Ga.) Board of Registrations and Elections. 
He is a former vice chairman of the Fairfax County (Va.) Electoral Board and a former member 
of the Virginia Advisory Board to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. He currently serves on 
the Policy Board of the American Civil Rights Union. 
 
A 1984 graduate of Vanderbilt University School of Law, Mr. von Spakovsky also received a 
bachelor's degree in 1981 from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 

Secured Voting and Election Integrity 
 

Donald Palmer 
See above. 
 
Secretary of State John Merrill 
 
Alabama Secretary of State John Merrill has dedicated his life to public service, from his youth 
as an Eagle Scout and SGA President at The University of Alabama to his professional career in 
the West Alabama Chamber of Commerce and Tuscaloosa County public schools. A native of 
Heflin, Ala., he was first elected to public office as a representative of Alabama House District 
62 in 2010 with 87 percent of the vote. He was elected as Secretary of State in 2014 with 65 
percent of the vote, and he has dramatically enhanced the efficiency of the office through a series 
of reforms and innovations. Since he took office, Alabama has more than one million newly-
registered voters, setting new state records for voter registration and participation in elections. 
He has traveled internationally representing the state and is frequently requested to appear on 
local and national media networks. He serves as a church deacon and either leads or is a member 
of more than 30 civic, community and professional organizations. He and his wife Cindy, a 
native of Phil Campbell, Ala., and former public school educator, have two adult children and 
reside in Tuscaloosa. 
 

Redistricting and Ethics 
 

Brenda Hankins 
 
Brenda Hankins is Prinicipal at 2652 Group LLC where she provides complete financial, 
treasurer and FEC compliance services to campaigns, party committees, political action 
committees, corporate and trade association PACs, and other tax exempt organizations including 
c(3) and c(4) organization. She also serves as Chair of the RNLA Women’s Network. 
 
Brenda has over 15 years of legal and investigative experience. She served as the Deputy 
Director and Counsel for the Office of Legislative Counsel at the Office of General Counsel for 
the Department of Defense. Her experiences at the House of Representatives include working as 
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Counsel at the Committee on the Judiciary, as Legislative Director for J. Randy Forbes (R-VA-
04) and as an Investigator for the Appropriations Committee’s Surveys and Investigations Team.  
 
Brenda began her legal career as an Associate at the law firm of Carr, Morris & Graeff, P.C. 
handling small business and corporate clients. She earned her law degree from the Washington 
College of Law at American University and her undergraduate degree from Oregon State 
University. 
 
Troy Cumings 
 
Troy Cumings, chair of the Government Affairs practice group and Executive Partner of Warner 
Norcross + Judd's Lansing office, represents businesses, municipalities and associations on 
matters before the Michigan Legislature and state agencies, including healthcare, environmental, 
natural resource, economic development, tax, banking and other issues. In addition, Troy 
counsels campaigns, PACs, political organizations and corporations on campaign finance and 
election law matters. He also counsels organizations and corporations on lobby law compliance. 
Further, Troy has extensive experience in procuring economic development incentives for 
businesses. He also has expertise in counseling clients on CERCLA and state environmental 
cleanup matters and natural resource matters related to wetlands, sand dunes and inland lakes 
and streams. 
 
Troy is a graduate of Michigan State University and Valparaiso University Law School.  Troy is 
chair of RNLA’s Michigan Chapter.   
 
David Dove 
 
David Dove is Executive Counsel to Georgia Governor Brian P. Kemp. Prior to serving in the 
Kemp Administration, David co-founded Robbins Government Relations in the Atlanta-area. He 
has also served as Chief Legal Counsel to the Georgia Secretary of State. David is a graduate of 
the University of Georgia and the University of Georgia School of Law. 
 
Harvey Tettlebaum 
 
Harvey M. Tettlebaum is a member of Husch Blackwell’s Healthcare, Life Sciences & 
Education team and a recognized authority in healthcare law (including long-term care and white 
collar criminal defense), insurance regulation and regulatory and administrative law. Harvey has 
briefed and/or argued more than 100 appeals in appellate courts, including the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit and the Missouri Supreme Court and 
Court of Appeals. 
 
Harvey has authored many publications on long-term care, administrative law and consumer law 
and has presented programs on health reform, professional ethics, long-term care, fraud, abuse 
and compliance and other health law topics at national and regional seminars for the American 
Health Lawyers Association (AHLA), American Health Care Association, Missouri Health Care 
Association, Missouri Dental Association, Missouri State Medical Association, the Missouri Bar 
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and the National Association of District Attorneys. He has also authored papers on election law 
and spoken at national programs on this subject. 
 
Harvey served as an assistant attorney general under John Danforth from 1971 to 1977, where he 
was chief counsel of the Consumer Protection and Antitrust Divisions. He holds a J.D. from 
Washington University School of Law, an A.M. in History from Washington University in St. 
Louis, and an A.B. from Dartmouth College. 
 
Harvey serves on the Board of Governors of the RNLA. He is President of Lawyers Democracy 
Fund (LDF). LDF is a non-profit organization created to promote social welfare by engaging in 
activities to promote the role of ethics and legal professionalism in the electoral process. 
 

Practical Legal Considerations 
 

Claudia Hrvatin 
 
Claudia Hrvatin is an associate in King & Spalding’s Government Advocacy practice in 
Washington, D.C. With more than 20 years of experience in Washington, Ms. Hrvatin has 
worked both on Capitol Hill and in the private sector. She is also a member of the RNLA 
Advisory Council. 
 
Her primary focus is counselling clients, including Fortune 500 companies, tax-exempt 
organizations, other entities and individuals, on all aspects of international, federal, state and 
local campaign finance, election, ethics and lobbying law, including rules specific to the 
healthcare and financial services industries.  
 
Prior to the 2014 election, she counselled a southern state on compliance with the requirements 
of the Voting Rights Act. She has served as general counsel to a state political party committee, 
handling all matters from political law, governance and procedure, defamation, property, 
contracts, tax and employment issues. Most recently, she has advised several individuals 
appointed by the President to political positions in the Executive Branch, as well as corporations 
that may be affiliated with them, on navigating the process of being vetted by the White House, 
agency ethics office and Senate committees. She regularly partners with other practitioners in the 
firm in providing comprehensive government relations, investigations, regulatory and strategic 
business counselling expertise. 
 
Before joining King & Spalding, Claudia spent more than five years as part of Shaw Pittman’s 
Government Relations group. Prior to entering private practice, she served for five years on 
Capitol Hill, most recently as Legislative Director to Representative Chris Cannon of Utah. As 
chief policy advisor to Representative Cannon, she handled both his Judiciary Committee and 
Science Committee posts, advising specifically on the areas of aeronautics, immigration, 
intellectual property and technology, as well as on an array of other issues, including 
appropriations, health care, parliamentary procedure and tax. 
 
Claudia holds a B.A. from the University of California, Berkeley, and a J.D. from the Catholic 
University of America. 
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Ryan Dollar 
 
Ryan Dollar is an election lawyer who specializes in federal elections, party committee 
compliance, and strategic political litigation. Ryan is currently the General Counsel of the NRSC 
and has been with the NRSC since 2017. Before the NRSC, Ryan worked in the Counsel’s 
Office for Jeb Bush’s presidential campaign and in the Executive Administration of the Texas 
Attorney General’s Office. A native Texan, Ryan received his law degree from the University of 
Virginia School of Law and received his undergraduate degree from Texas A&M University. 
 
Audrey Perry Martin 
 
Audrey Perry Martin is Of Counsel to Bell, McAndrews & Hiltachk, LLP. Her practice is 
focused on advising corporations, candidates, political action committees (PACs), political 
parties, major campaign donors and state and local ballot measure committees in the areas of 
political and election law. She serves on the Board of Governors for the Republican National 
Lawyers Association. 
 
Ms. Perry Martin most recently worked as Deputy Campaign Manger and General Counsel for 
Insurance Commissioner Steve Poizner’s 2010 California Gubernatorial race. She previously 
worked as FEC Counsel for McCain-Palin 2008 and was Deputy General Counsel for Romney 
for President in 2008. 
 
She also worked as Legal Counsel to the Committee on House Administration of the U.S. House 
of Representatives where she focused on issues such as HAVA implementation, election 
integrity, congressional ethics, and campaign finance. Audrey previously worked at the Federal 
Election Commission as a law clerk to the Commissioner, Michael E. Toner, and at the DC law 
firm, Caplin & Drysdale, where she focused exclusively on campaign finance, election law and 
lobbying issues. 
 
She received her law degree from Georgetown University Law Center and a bachelor’s degree in 
political science and journalism from Brigham Young University. 
 
Matthew Raymer 
 
Matthew Raymer currently serves as Vice President & General Counsel of the Republican State 
Leadership Committee. The Republican State Leadership Committee works to elect Republicans 
to state legislatures across the country. He previously served as General Counsel for the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee.  
 
Mr. Raymer has worked as an attorney since 2008 focusing on campaign finance and election 
law. Raymer got his start in politics while interning in the National Republican Congressional 
Committee counsel's office in 2006. 
 
Mr. Raymer is a graduate of Dartmouth College and the University of Michigan Law School. 
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Provisional Ballots, Mail Ballots, and Ballot Harvesting 
 

Gineen Bresso 
 
Gineen Bresso is a former Commissioner on the U.S. Election Assistance Commission. She was 
nominated by President George W. Bush. Ms. Bresso served as Chair of the EAC in 2009.  
 
Prior to her appointment with EAC, Commissioner Bresso was the minority elections counsel for 
the Committee on House Administration. She previously served as a policy advisor to former 
Maryland Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. where her primary area of focus was on election law. 
Ms. Bresso also served as an attorney-advisor for the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, where 
she reviewed and prosecuted applications for federal trademark registration. She also served as a 
judicial law clerk for the Honorable Arrie W. Davis, in the Maryland Court of Special Appeals. 
 
Ms. Bresso received her Juris Doctor from Western New England College School of Law (1999) 
where she was a member of the Law Review. In 1995, she received a Bachelor of Arts in 
political science from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 
 
Cole Felder 
 
Cole Felder serves as General Counsel for the Committee on House Administration under 
Representative Rodney Davis (Ill-13). At the Committee, Cole directs federal election policy on 
the Federal Election Commission, the Election Assistance Commission, and federal campaign 
finance and administration law. Cole is also responsible for the House of Representatives 
contested elections program under the Federal Contested Elections Act.  
 
Cole has served as Deputy General Counsel for the House Budget Committee and as a legal 
fellow for the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. Cole received his Juris Doctor at Notre 
Dame Law School and his Bachelor of Arts degree at Texas A&M University. Cole is licensed to 
practice law in Texas. 
 
Donald Palmer 
 
See above. 
 
Ashlee Titus 
 
Ashlee is Partner at Bell, McAndrews & Hiltachk, LLP which she joined in 2004.  She maintains 
a nationwide practice advising individuals, businesses, candidates, political action committees 
(PACs), lobbyists, and trade associations on compliance with complex campaign finance and 
advertising, lobbying, and nonprofit tax exempt statutes and regulations.  Ms. Titus also counsels 
clients on navigating the process of qualifying initiative, referenda and recall ballot measures at 
state and local levels and all aspects of such campaigns. 
 
Ms. Titus is a leader organizing efforts to ensure integrity and proper administration of elections 
in California.  She is an active member of the California Political Attorneys Association, 
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Federalist Society, and Republican National Lawyers Association, and a supporter of the Center 
for Civic Education. 
 
Prior to joining Bell, McAndrews & Hiltachk, LLP, Ms. Titus served as a staff member in the 
California State Legislature and with a congressional campaign. 
 
She received her Juris Doctor from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, and 
her undergraduate degree with honors in Political Science and a minor in Philosophy from 
Chatham College in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She was admitted to the State Bar of California in 
2003. 
 

New Frontiers for the Left 
 

Mike Wakefield 
 
Mike is Counsel for U.S. Senator Susan Collins. He is responsible for the Senator's defense 
appropriations, homeland security, veterans affairs, Army Corps of Engineers, and space 
portfolios. Mike is also the RNLA Vice President for Washington, DC Operations.  Mike was 
previously Counsel to U.S. Representative Mike Coffman, directing the member's committee-
work on the House Armed Services and Veterans' Affairs Committees. Prior to serving on the 
Hill, Mike was an active-duty Army Judge Advocate, serving as Assistant Counsel for 
Legislation, Fiscal & General Law at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers headquarters in 
Washington, D.C, and as a White House Military Social Aide. Prior to his military service he 
was a law clerk at the Republican National Committee. Mike was an alternate-delegate 
representing Washington D.C. at the 2016 Republican National Convention. Originally from 
Roanoke, Virginia, Mike earned a B.S. in Commerce (concentrating in Finance and 
Management) and a J.D. from the University of Virginia.  
 
Lee Goodman 
 
Lee Goodman is Partner at Wiley Rein LLP where he advises corporations, media entities, non-
profit organizations, and political clients on compliance with restrictions on international 
political participation, federal and state campaign finance laws, Internal Revenue Service rules, 
voting rights, pay-to-play rules, ethics and lobbying regulations, and represents their interests 
before administrative agencies and in investigations. He also litigates a broad range of policy-
oriented civil matters, including First Amendment rights of political participation, election 
administration disputes, and Section 1983 claims asserting Constitutional rights. Mr. Goodman 
also consults clients on public policy solutions to complex industry regulatory challenges at the 
federal level as well as state and multi-state levels. He also serves on the Board of Governors for 
the Republican National Lawyers Association 
 
Mr. Goodman served as Chairman and Commissioner of the Federal Election Commission 
(FEC), where he successfully led the rulemaking to conform the agency’s regulations to the 
Supreme Court’s Citizens United and McCutcheon decisions and championed free speech on the 
Internet and free press rights. He previously had served as legal counsel and policy advisor to the 
Governor of Virginia and Attorney General of Virginia, associate general counsel of the 



	   32	  

University of Virginia, and general counsel to numerous political organizations. His experience 
covers a broad range of policy-oriented subjects, including federal and state campaign finance 
and ethics laws, First Amendment rights of political speech and association, political action on 
the Internet, taxation of the Internet, interstate regulation, and academic freedom. He has 
extensive experience in all aspects of election administration, having litigated state, local and 
congressional recounts, election contests, ballot access, voting rights, late poll openings, and 
delegate credentials.  
 
He has been named a “Top Campaign & Elections Lawyer” by Washingtonian magazine. The 
Washington Examiner called Lee “a leading voice among conservative regulators in 
Washington” (2016) and “a tireless voice for First Amendment rights on the Internet” (2018); the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch dubbed him a “free-speech champion” (2018); The Hill labeled him 
“a happy warrior for the First Amendment” (2018); and the Washington Post called him a “sharp 
policy wonk” (1999). He is a frequent lecturer at law schools, universities, civic organizations, 
and continuing legal education programs. He has authored numerous articles on election law and 
a chapter on regulation of political speech on the Internet in Law and Election Politics: The 
Rules of the Game (Routledge 2013), and his writings have appeared in The Wall Street Journal, 
Richmond Times-Dispatch, Washington Examiner, Washington Times, Politico and other 
publications. He has served on the boards of several educational, cultural, and political non-profit 
organizations. 
 
Trent England 
 
Trent England serves as Executive Vice President at the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, 
where he also is the David and Ann Brown Distinguished Fellow and directs the Save Our States 
project. He is an adjunct fellow of New Mexico's Rio Grande Foundation. 
 
He hosts The Trent England Show podcast, and formerly hosted morning drive-time radio in 
Oklahoma City. He has filled for various radio hosts including Ben Shapiro. 
 
Trent previously served as Executive Vice President of the Olympia, Washington-based Freedom 
Foundation and had also directed the Foundation's constitutional studies programs and Citizen 
Action Network. He was also a candidate for the Washington State House of Representatives and 
a legal policy analyst at The Heritage Foundation. 
 
Trent is a contributor to two books—"The Heritage Guide to the Constitution" and "One Nation 
Under Arrest: How Crazy Laws, Rogue Prosecutors, and Activist Judges Threaten Your 
Liberty." His writing has also appeared in the Wall Street Journal, Christian Science Monitor, 
Washington Times, and other newspapers. 
 
Trent holds a law degree from The George Mason University School of Law and a bachelor of 
arts in government from Claremont McKenna College. He lives in Oklahoma City with his wife 
and their three children. 
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Hans von Spakovsky 
 
See above. 
 

How to Talk About Elections 
 

Dan Backer 
 
Dan Backer is the founding attorney of political.law, a premiere campaign finance and political 
law firm boutique in Alexandria, Virginia. Through his work at Political.Law, and as founder 
and president of the Coolidge Reagan Foundation, Mr. Backer has served as counsel to more 
than 40 campaigns & candidates, PACs, and political organizations.  He has filed more than a 
dozen FEC Advisory Opinion Requests, numerous lawsuits against the FEC, and regularly 
represents political law clients before the FEC. Most recently, Mr. Backer was Treasurer and 
Counsel to Great America PAC, the largest pro-Trump Hybrid Super PAC of the 2016 Cycle, as 
well as Stop Hillary PAC, the most successful anti-Hillary PAC of the cycle. 
 
Mr. Backer is a staunch defender and advocate at the forefront of free speech and associational 
rights. He was Plaintiffs’ counsel in McCutcheon v. FEC (striking aggregate contribution limits, 
US Supreme Court) and Carey v. FEC (Creating the Hybrid PAC, US District Court for the 
District of Columbia). He is admitted to practice law in both Virginia and the District of 
Columbia, and before the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. Court of Appeals for DC, and the US 
District Courts for the Eastern & Western Districts of Virginia, Western District of Wisconsin, 
and District of DC.  
 
Mr. Backer has a Bachelor’s in Political Science from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
a JD from George Mason University Antonin Scalia School of Law, a Masters Degree in 
Political Management and Masters Certificate in PAC Management from George Washington 
University Graduate School of Political Management, and the Professional Lobbying Certificate 
(PLC) from the American League of Lobbyists. Mr. Backer was a 2014 recipient of the 
prestigious William F. Buckley Leadership Award of the Young Conservatives Coalition. He is 
also a member of the Republican National Lawyers Association Advisory Council. 
 
Conrad Lucas 
 
Conrad Lucas is a member of Capitol Resources LLC’s West Virginia Lobbying Team. His deep 
roots and extensive background in West Virginia politics come as a major asset to Capitol 
Resources’ clients. Asa former Chairman of the West Virginia Republican Party, Conrad 
oversaw the historic takeover in both chambers in the state legislature and near federal sweep by 
the Republican Party. When elected, Conrad was the youngest state party chair in the nation. 
 
As an attorney and former policy analyst for an education think tank, Conrad has vast experience 
in legislative analysis and policy development. Early in his career, Conrad also served as an aide 
to Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV). 
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Conrad serves on a variety of community boards including a local economic development 
authority and was awarded the Governor’s Community Service Award.   He is the Chair of 
RNLA’s West Virginia Chapter. He earned his bachelor’s and doctorate degrees from 
Vanderbilt, a master’s from Harvard, law degree from Tulane and a certificate in international 
law at the Sorbonne. While at Tulane, Conrad also earned a certificate in environmental law and 
served as a Senior Moot Court Justice. 
 
Joseph Nixon 
 
Joe Nixon helps counties and cities comply with a variety of constitutional requirements, from 
criminal law process, voter registration and integrity, statutory compliance with government 
code, and civil rights compliance. Joe has been hired by legislators to help them draft legislation 
and provide constitutional justification for that legislation. 
 
Joe was a member of the Texas House of Representatives (District 133) for 12 years, where he 
served as Chairman of the House Committee on Civil Practices. During the 78th Legislative 
Session, he authored and passed a comprehensive tort reform bill and the companion 
Constitutional Amendment, known as Proposition 12. The bill focused on bringing a balance to 
the civil justice system and reducing litigation costs, modifying rules and procedures, class 
action lawsuits, offers of settlement, proportionate responsibility, products and asbestos liability, 
medical malpractice, and charitable volunteer immunity. 
 
Having spoken and written nationally on the topic of legal reform, Joe regularly shares his 
insights with well-known organizations such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and has been 
designated as a “Legal Reform Champion” by the American Tort Reform Association. 
 
A highly experienced political law attorney who has argued more than 1,000 cases, Joe Nixon’s 
practice focuses on first amendment and free speech, civil rights, redistricting, election law, and 
disputes pertaining to securities fraud, contracts for public oil and gas companies, and large 
multi-party product cases. 
 
Notably, Joe has first-chaired numerous jury trials to verdict, and has written and argued over 20 
appeals, including to the United States Supreme Court, the Texas Supreme Court, and the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 4th and 5th Circuits. Board Certified in Civil Trial Law by the Texas 
Board of Legal Certification for more than two decades, Joe is also a Senior Fellow for the Texas 
Public Policy Foundation. 
 
Joe is Chair of the RNLA’s Texas Chapter.  
 

The First Amendment and Politics 
 
Doyle Webb 
 
Doyle L. Webb II is a lawyer and former state senator from Arkansas. He began serving as 
chairman of the Arkansas Republican Party in 2008. Chairman Webb was re-elected on 
December 1, 2018, to serve a sixth term as Chairman of the RPA after leading it to historic 
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victories across the state,  gaining seats in the state house and state senate and solidifying a 
majority stance in both; sweeping all seven constitutional offices including governor and 
lieutenant governor; and rounding out an all-Republican federal delegation from Arkansas to the 
U.S. House and Senate. For the first time in 140 years, Republicans are the majority party of 
Arkansas. 
 
Doyle has served as the RPA Chairman for nine years -- the longest tenure in the state party's 
history, and the most senior serving Chairman among all 50 states, with the benefit of that 
continuity evident in the party's current unprecedented strength. He is also the second most 
senior chairman within the Republican National Committee. 
 
Of note, Doyle serves as the General Counsel to the Republican National Committee in 
conjunction with his state chairman responsibilities.  Chairman Webb is the first Arkansan to 
serve as an officer of the RNC. 
 
In 1986, Webb was elected justice of the peace of Saline County, the first Republican and 
youngest person ever to hold the position at that time. He served three terms. In 1994, Webb was 
elected to the Arkansas Senate representing the Fourteenth District, consisting of most of Saline 
and Perry counties. While in the Senate, Webb served as vice-chair on eleven committees. He 
sponsored or co-sponsored many bills, including legislation that established the ARKids First 
healthcare program and one that gave scholarships to children of firefighters who died in the line 
of duty. In 2002, Webb left the Senate to serve as Lieutenant Governor Winthrop Paul 
Rockefeller’s chief of staff.  
 
Webb earned a BA in history from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock in 1978 and his 
Juris Doctorate from what is now the University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. Bowen 
School of Law in 1981. 
 
Harmeet K. Dhillon 
 
Harmeet K. Dhillon is a nationally recognized lawyer, trusted boardroom advisor, and passionate 
advocate for individual, corporate and institutional clients across numerous industries and walks 
of life. Her focus is in commercial litigation, employment law, First Amendment rights, and 
election law matters. She is the RNC Committeewoman for California and a frequent legal 
analyst on Fox News. She also serves as Vice President for Communications for the Republican 
National Lawyers Association. 
 
From an early interest in constitutional litigation, to a stint at the Department of Justice, federal 
appeals court clerkship, decade of practice at prestigious international law firms, and then 
founding her own law firm in 2006, Ms. Dhillon’s legal career has been marked by a passion for 
justice, a zeal for attacking legal challenges, and an intense sense of satisfaction in helping her 
clients realize creative and practical solutions to seemingly intractable problems. 
 
Following a clerkship with the Hon. Paul V. Niemeyer of the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit, Ms. Dhillon’s practice in New York, London, and the San Francisco Bay 
Area has focused on federal and state commercial litigation and arbitration, with a particular 
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emphasis on unfair competition/trade secret misappropriation, intellectual property (including 
trademark litigation and internet torts), complex contractual disputes, and First Amendment 
litigation (including defamation, trade libel, right of publicity, and anti-SLAPP motions). 
Harmeet’s broad experience also encompasses securities, entertainment, employment 
discrimination and civil rights matters. 
 
Ms. Dhillon has developed a niche practice in representing clients across California in election 
and campaign law matters, ranging from general compliance and ethics representation for 
partisan and non-partisan contenders to ballot description contests and intellectual property 
matters pertaining to campaign communications. She is regularly retained by candidates and 
campaigns for advice on complex legal issues. 
 
Ms. Dhillon is a graduate of Dartmouth College and the University of Virginia School of Law. 
 
Lee Goodman 
 
See above. 
 
David Warrington 
 
David Warrington is the President of the Republican National Lawyers Association and Of 
Counsel to Kutak Rock LLP. Mr. Warrington is recognized as one of the leading Republican 
lawyers in the nation.  
 
Mr. Warrington served as counsel for the 2016 Trump Campaign to the Credentials, Platform, 
and Rules Committees at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. Additionally, 
on behalf of the Trump Campaign, he successfully defended Trump delegates in a federal lawsuit 
brought by individuals who sought to challenge the ability of the Republican Party to set the 
rules for its delegate selection process. David has been involved in some of the highest-profile 
political campaigns and issues in the nation and regularly represents and advises elected officials, 
non-profit advocacy groups, trade associations, political consultants, and political action 
committees on all aspects of participation in the political process at both the state and federal 
levels. He actively litigates cases involving political liberty based on the First, Second, and 
Fourth Amendments to the United States Constitution. 
 
As General Counsel for the Ron Paul 2012 Presidential Campaign Committee, he led the legal 
team for the $45 million 50-state campaign and led the legal team that fought the delegate 
challenges and Rules contest on behalf of Ron Paul delegates at the 2012 Republican National 
Convention in Tampa, Florida. He has been called the “Lawyer to the Liberty Movement.” 
 
Mr. Warrington’s litigation practice at Kutak Rock focuses on representing clients in both state 
and federal courts where he has litigated cases involving a broad range of matters including: real 
estate, copyrights, misappropriation of trade secrets, non-compete non-disclosure agreements, 
professional malpractice, civil conspiracy, partnership dissolution, finance, as well as other 
complex commercial cases. He has also represented clients before state occupational and 
licensing authorities, and other state and federal agencies. In addition to his litigation practice, 
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Mr. Warrington represents a number of non-profit groups with regards to general business 
matters as well as fundraising reporting requirements and filings in the fifty states. 
He also represents federal candidates and their campaign organizations in a number of matters.  
 
Mr. Warrington is also a former National Director of Young Americans for Freedom and a 
veteran of the United States Marine Corps. He is a graduate of Georgetown University and 
George Mason University School of Law. 
 

 


