
 

July 17, 2020 

 

 

Michael Bennett, Chair 

Mike Gill, Member 

District of Columbia Board of Elections 

1015 Half Street, SE, Suite 750 

Washington, DC 20003 

 

Re: Public Comment for July 17, 2020 Meeting 

 

Dear DC Board of Elections: 

 

The Republican National Lawyers Association (RNLA) opposes the potential adoption of 

a mail-in voting system for the November election by the DC Board of Elections and 

urges the Board to refrain from making such a decision.   

 

Poor and minority voters prefer to vote in person at rates nearly twice that of whites, even 

when voting by mail is an option.  During the COVID-19 pandemic, a significant number 

of voters still desire to vote in person.  This is because voters, especially poor and 

minority voters, generally trust voting in-person more than voting by mail.  In fact, 65% 

of all voters oppose “vote by mail” as the only method of voting.   

 

Rushing to implement an expanded mail voting system, without guaranteeing the 

reasonable availability of in-person polling sites as an alternative, holds the risk of 

profoundly changing the makeup of the electorate because minority voter turnout could 

significantly decrease because of the lack of opportunity to vote in person.   

 

Mail ballots are notorious for their inability to be corrected or “cured” quickly if there are 

any disqualifying mistakes.  These mistakes are often ones that otherwise would not have 

occurred if the voter was able to vote in person.  This results in mail ballots being 

rejected at far higher rates than ballots cast in person and equates to tens of thousands of 

voters being disenfranchised every election.  The ballots of first-time voters, young 

voters, and minority voters are rejected at far greater rates, making it even more 

important that in-person voting and absentee voting by application remain the primary 

approach this election.   

 

The RNLA believes it would be detrimental to minority and poor voters if the November 

election is conducted by mail and urges the Board of Elections to refrain from making 

such a decision.  The Board should again send each registered voter received an absentee 

ballot application to determine for themselves which method of voting to use. 
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