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The 
ROADwomen 
Register

It may not seem like it, but the 
2014 election is really just around the 
corner. With the governor’s race getting 
most of the attention, ROADwomen 
need to step back and take a look at the 
other important statewide races, such 
as the one for State Comptroller. The 
January 21st meeting will feature Mike 
Collier, Democratic candidate for State 
Controller.

Mike Collier started his career 
at Exxon but soon found his way to 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, one of the 
biggest accounting firms in the world, 
with tens of thousands of employees. He 
served in the audit practice for 10 years, 
eventually becoming a top aide to the 
PwC World Chairman. Finally, he served 

in Houston as a Partner for ten years, leading a team of two dozen professionals 
providing due diligence, structuring, and valuation services to some of PwC’s 
largest and most sophisticated energy clients. Then, Mike helped build a 
successful Texas oil company, serving as its CFO. Mike is a graduate of 
Georgetown High School in Williamson County 
and the University of Texas, where he received his 
undergraduate degree and MBA and played the 
trumpet in the Longhorn Band. Mike and his wife, 
Suzanne, live in the Houston area, and their two 
sons attend UT in Austin.

The candidate will be introduced by Barbara 
Ann Radnofsky, well-known Democratic activist 
and a former statewide candidate herself (US 
Senate in 2006 and Texas Attorney General in 
2010).

We will also hear from Jennifer Ajluni, who 
is the Finance Director for the Texas Democratic 
Party. She will update us about the upcoming event (February 19, 2014) 
with former Presidential candidate and DNC chair Howard Dean, and about 
ROADwomen’s role in the electing Democratic candidates in 2014.
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On Tuesday, January 14, 2014, Chris Christie, 
New Jersey’s Humpty-Dumpty man, knocked 

himself off the wall. He looked into the lens of 
the probably official state TV camera, watched 

by thousands, if not millions, of Americans, 
including Rachel Maddow and her talented, 

devoted staff, and God knows who else, 
and, in a moment of supreme egomania, 

he lied—not only once, but two or three times. 
He lied so smoothly that none of his facial muscles 

even twitched—a sure sign of either assiduous practice 
or the kind of protective paralysis that certain kinds of 

politicians inevitably develop when they run for office (see 
Mitt Romney).

 Among other falsehoods, Christie said that he knew nothing of 
what his office mates were doing or had done, even though the inhabitants of a 
good chunk of eastern US real estate were either tied up on the George Washington 
Bridge or, when they got off, were busy speculating about what had been happening 
to them for 4 days. Didn’t Christie listen to the radio or watch TV news or read the 
newspaper or talk to any of his political appointees for those 4 days? Was he the 
only person in corruption-riddled New Jersey who didn’t wonder what the hell had 
happened? If you have trouble answering any of those questions, maybe you need to 
find someplace soft and lie down for maybe a week.

 At any rate, a couple of Christie’s Chosen abruptly either resigned or were 
fired, and one spent some time taking the 5th before a 
legislative committee. Then, several things happened 
simultaneously: someone discovered a number of 
suspicious, albeit unbelievably- redacted, emails, the 
Lege went on a search for more, a large piece of very 
expensive real estate right at one end of The Bridge 
made its way onto the TV screen, and The Gov’s State 
of the State speech ended up on national TV. While I 
was listening to/watching this incredible spectacle, I 
found myself thinking about something that seemed 
so foreign to what was going on that it must have 
some connection very deep in my brain. So I turned 
off Humpty-Dumpty,  turned on the Cooking Channel, 

Muriel Stubbs’ News Update:
Looking Back
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opened a bottle of green tea, and gave myself up to memory.
 What I remembered was part of my childhood—the early 1940’s, when Britain 

was at war, and my family spent a good part of every evening in the dark or near-
dark. We lived in Port Arthur, Texas, which was so close to the U-boat-infested Gulf 
that we were not allowed to let any light at all show from our house. All of the shades 
were drawn and curtained, and men from the neighborhood, including my father, 
who belonged to the National Guard, patrolled the streets, looking for light. We all 
gathered in the living room—6 children—my oldest brother had gone off to the Navy 
Air Corps—and  one very nervous 
mother—and turned on the radio. 
All we had for light was one lamp, 
turned very low, and the light from 
the radio dial. Mostly what we heard 
was President Roosevelt, Edward R. 
Murrow, some Brit broadcasters, and 
a nighttime soap called One Man’s 
Family. Roosevelt always opened with 
“My fellow Americans…” and Murrow always said, 
“This (dramatic pause) is London…” and you could 
hear the drone of planes and loud thumps when the 
bombs exploded. It was the time of the Battle of 
Britain, and British towns, especially London, were 
pounded unmercifully for weeks and months.

 I think the reason for these particular memories 
is that these men and women—sometimes we heard 
the King, or even the Queen or the Princesses—were 
the giants of my childhood. When Roosevelt spoke, we all felt safer. He knew what 
to say and how to say it. And I thought Murrow was the bravest man in the world. 
There he was on the roof of some London building, defying Germans and death with 
his cigarette in his hand (of course we couldn’t see it, but we knew it was there) 
and in his calm voice, assurance that someone was doing something on our behalf 
and on behalf of our friends, the courageous English. Ed Murrow survived the war, 
and, unlike some modern purveyors of the news, I doubt that he was ever afraid of a 
politician. Roosevelt, of course, did not survive, except in histories and in our hearts. 
When I think that the Humpty-Dumpty man wants to be President, I feel sick. He 
grows smaller in my mind every time I think of him.

 I have some friends in New Jersey and I even have a couple of friends who are 
Republican, God help us. What I’d like to tell them is this: if you’re thinking of 
rounding up some of the King’s horses and the King’s men to scrape that jerk Christie 
out of the gutter in an attempt to salvage his reputation, please don’t bother. We’ve 
got Hillary.
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If you’ve been watching NBC or MSNBC 
this past week, you’re probably aware 
of The Shriver Report, Maria Shriver 
and the Center for American Progress’ 
exhaustive report on the state of women 
in America today. Want to do your part 
in this effort to insure women succeed 
in today’s economy? Here are some 
suggestions:

1. Get The Shriver Report: A 
Woman’s Nation Pushes Back from the 
Brink at www.ShriverReport.org: Read it, 
discuss it, implement it, and pass it on.

2. Get smart: Build a stable foundation 
for your future by putting college before 
having kids. Women with only a high 
school diploma are three to four times 
more likely to live on the financial brink 
than those with a college degree.

3. Invest in yourself: Today’s women 
and girls need to think of themselves 
as providers in their families, not those 
provided for. Increase your own earning 
power, learn about savings plans, and be 
financially savvy.

4. Use your economic power: 
You can hold businesses accountable 
with your money. Be an informed and 
influential consumer by supporting 
companies that create a more conscious, 
caring, compassionate workplace for their 
employees.

5. Engage men as allies: These issues 
are everyone’s issues. Fathers, sons, and 
brothers are part of the solution and 
many are poised to partner.

6. Vote: But don’t give your vote away. 
Make candidates earn it. Vote for women 
and men who want to modernize the 
nation’s relationship to women and their 
families. Support laws that can add half-
a-trillion dollars to the national economy 
by closing the wage gap.

Women and Poverty: The Shriver Report
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7. Be a 21st-century “boss,” even at home: Recognize the power you have to impact women. 
Provide benefits and workplace supports for your child-care providers and people who help you 
with elder care. Offer sick days, be flexible with schedules, leave good tips for waitresses and room 
attendants when you travel, and educate yourself and your employees about government programs 
that can help.

8. Finance women’s work: Invest in women entrepreneurs and nonprofit organizations 

January 21st Meeting—RSVP NOW!
The 2014 Election

Mike Collier, Barbara Ann Radnofsky, Jennifer Ajluni
Tuesday, January 21, 2014; refreshments at 5:30 p.m.; meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Where: St. Stephen’s Parish Hall
1805 W. Alabama

Refreshments: Enjoy!

Want to see your ROADwomen Register in FULL Color each month?  
Get your Register on-line.  It’s really pretty...

and saves ROADwomen money, too!

(continued on page 8)
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ROADwomen/men for Life: elizabeth f burleigh *  janet caldwell 
* phyllis j cohen * debra danburg * roberta diddel * julie martin 
dokell * carolyn garcia * louise glenn * melanie gray * eva hern 
* pam higgins * sissy kempner * elizabeth kidd * naomi kraus* 
jeri kuhleman * mary laminack * dodi mckellar * jane dale owen * 
phyllis segal * barbara winston * shirley wright * ROADcouples 
for Life: nancy mcgregor & neal manne * audrey & marvin 
peterson * lou & buddy rosenfeld * bobbie bayless & dalia stokes 
* Sustaining ROADwomen/men: annise parker campaign * 
denise f adjei * virginia camfield * ellen cohen campaign * phyllis 
cohen * charlotte coffelt * sheila v coleman * martha cottingham 
* charles t deeds * doris fears * marian fleming * dolores goble * 
dana guefin * margie harris * virginia joiner * sheila loewenstern 
* w douglas matthews * suzan miles * muffie moroney * janet 
mortenson * laurie robinson * mallory robinson * alice smith * 
carey shuart * charlene tanner * susan c young * Sustaining 
ROADcouples: * gene creely & adra hooks * leif & elsie hatlen 
* sherry & gerald merfish * john & nancy preston * james & 
charlcye sells * sherry & mark weesner 
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that support, promote, and respect modern American 
families. See a list of organizations and resources at www.
ShriverReport.org.

9. Mentor and motivate girls: Be a Life Ed teacher 
to the girls in your life. Teach them about the importance 
of making smart decisions—financial, personal, and 
educational—that enhance their self-esteem and their 
career prospects. Foster the mindset that girls must invest 
in themselves and that they have the power to succeed.

10. Be an architect of change: We can push back from 
the brink.

The Shriver Report: A Woman’s Nation Pushes Back from the 
Brink focuses the conversation on what working women need now 
to be successful in today’s economy, where women are powerful, but 
also powerless. Identifying why that is, why it matters, and what we 
as a nation can do about it is the mission of this report. What women 
need now is a country that supports the reality of women’s dual roles 
as by far the majority of the nation’s caregivers and breadwinners. 
At its heart, The Shriver Report is a call to the nation to modernize 
its relationship with women in order not only to strengthen our 
economy, but also to make it work better for everyone. Download 
the full report at www.american progress.org.

(continued from page 5)


