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Zac Goldsmith has done a u-turn
after months of speculation and
denials by announcing his bid to
run for City Hall in next year’s
Mayor of London election – but
only if he wins a mandate from
the electorate.

The MP for Richmond Park and
north Kingston was one of the
most successful members of Par-
liament in greater London, being
re-elected to the House of Com-
mons in May with an increased
majority of more than 23,000.

Mr Goldsmith publicly an-
nounced on Tuesday, June 9, four-
and-a-half weeks after the general
election, he hoped to run in next
year’s Mayoral election.

Since the announcement, con-
stituents have started receiving a
ballot form, which asks: “Do you
give your consent to Zac Gold-
smith to stand for election to be
Mayor of London?”

Mr Goldsmith said: “I decided to
seek the consent of my con-
stituents a week or two before I
did [announce my bid].

“There isn’t a pre-prepared cam-
paign strategy, but I will obvious-
ly develop one if they give me a
green light.”

The Conservative MP has been
outspoken on his opposition to
expansion at Heathrow and his
willingness to defy his party if
necessary, by triggering a by-
election if the green light is granted.

Mr Goldsmith said: “London
needs a Mayor who can work with
Government to get the resources
that London needs to deal with
massive pressures on housing,
transport and policing but is also

strong enough to stand up to the
Government when it gets things
wrong.

“But I have just been re-elected
as MP and it’s important to know
whether or not my constituents
are happy for me to run for Mayor.

“They must have the right to say
no and it is now up to them to
decide without interference.”

To be selected as the Conserva-
tive candidate, Mr Goldsmith
would have to win the vote from
other Tory members, but in his
letter to residents said he would
only seek the Tory vote with the
consent of his constituents.

Councillor Geoffrey Samuel,
Richmond Council’s deputy lead-
er, said Mr Goldsmith would be an
“excellent candidate” for Mayor of
London.

He added: “His charisma and in-
dependent mindedness makes
him an outstanding candidate.”

But Richmond’s Liberal Demo-
crat group and defeated parlia-
mentary candidate said Mr
Goldsmith should give up his
parliamentary seat if he wished
to take on the new role.

Robin Meltzer, who stood for the
Lib Dems in this year’s election,
said: “He remains coy about
whether or not it is his intention
to do two jobs if his ambitions
were to be realised.

“I believe it is important that
Richmond Park and north
Kingston has a full time member
of Parliament at all times and so
Mr Goldsmith ought to tell local
people swiftly and unambiguous-
ly what his intentions are about
this aspect of his plan.”

Stories linking Mr Goldsmith to
City Hall go as far back as 2009
and in April last year, scotched a
rumour he would do a “job-swap”

with current Mayor of London
Boris Johnson.

During a joint visit to the Poppy
Factory in October last year, Mr
Johnson, who has since been
elected as MP for Uxbridge and
South Ruislip, hinted Mr Gold-
smith could replace him in City
Hall.

In an interview with LBC, the

Mayor of London said: “It won’t
be me [in City Hall] but could well
be someone else in this room.”

People have until 5pm on Mon-
day, June 22, to return their ballot
postcards, stating whether they
would be happy for him to stand.

Results of the ballot will be re-
leased at noon on Tuesday, June
23.
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