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Commission members, 

I am submitting this follow-up testimony with some important information regarding the 101-103 

Annapolis Street redevelopment project. 

Having  been inspired by some of Planning & Zoning’s past efforts to provide visionary alternative sketch 

plans that lead to win-win solutions, I sat down to provide a sketch of my own, which proves that these 

trees can in fact be preserved with zero loss to parking and preserve the original design intention of this 

redevelopment project.  

I moved the building back to the original setback of the house, which does result in the temporary loss 

of two parking spots; however I've altered the design to put these parking spots elsewhere for no 

change in the overall parking count. It would require moving the smaller stormwater micro bio area to 

the southwest corner of the site right next to the transformer box. This would require raising the grade 

of that rear corner of the site but that should be doable by adjusting the retaining wall. The transformer 

box also may need to be moved for other reasons, but they can fit side by side if the code allows. These 

changes would allow for the relocation of these spots and even potentially lead to an additional two 

spots being relocated if needed. One spot or two could go where the micro bio was, with the other one 

(or two) could go in the southeast corner.  

If embraced, this alternative would accomplish the following: 

• Honor our tree code and protect these specimen trees, which show no signs of decline, and are 

in good health for urban street trees 

• Give the trees space during the construction process 

• Lead to the potential reduction in impacts to the critical root zones of these trees 

• Pushes the building back to the original setbacks allowing for the future planting of large canopy 

trees along this street 

• Preserves the character of Annapolis street as a street with large canopy trees 

• Honors the tree canopy goals 

• Allows the applicant to keep all of their parking 

• Allows the applicant to keep their outdoor dining along Annapolis street (if they use a raised 

deck in areas to protect the trees) 

• Aligns with the idea of complete streets that have room to incorporate multi-modal paths, green 

infrastructure, etc. 

All this requires is for the Planning Commission to remand this back to the Planning & Zoning 

Department so they have an opportunity to work with the applicant on these adjustments.  



I ask that you not accept the plan as currently presented to you. As indicated by both the applicant’s and 

City’s forester, these trees are in fair condition and NOT in decline. Considering these are urban street 

trees, this is a high assessment of their health. We can’t expect many good or excellent trees of this age 

in Annapolis given the stresses the encounter from an urban environment.  

These trees are at or nearing the peak of their lives, providing the maximum benefits possible, with no 

sign of decline, meaning they could be here for greater than another 30 years. If these trees are not 

perfect candidates for protection, which ones would be? Moreover, there is an eminently doable 

alteration that can not only save these trees but restore and enhance them. We have a win-win solution 

for all that is within your sights; all you need to do is grasp it. Please send these plans back to staff so 

they can work with the applicant on such a win-win plan.  

Sincerely, 

Rob Savidge 

12 Windwhisper Ln 

 



 


