
Innovative Programing 

Early Intervention

Commitment to Continued Engagement

Life Long Skills Building 

When students sit and listen passively in a lecture-style
environment, they retain 20 percent of the information. When
they are given the chance to practice what they have just
learned, that percentage increases to 75 percent. 
Our projects don't come with a set of instructions. Instead
we equip girls with the knowledge they need to navigate and
understand a STEM concept. Using a completed example and
a set of objectives, girls design and independently build their
own projects. 

From age 8 to 14, girls' self-confidence falls by 30 percent.
Initial engagement in middle school and high school is simply
too late; at this point those participating in STEM activities
have already self-selected to seek an opportunity at a time
when others in their peer group are losing interest. Our goal is
to provide meaningful engagement with STEM before the
drop-off point rather than during it. Children can enroll in
Rosie Riveters beginning at age 4 and programs currently
extend through middle school; this structure is designed to get
young women excited about and interested in STEM well
before they encounter barriers discouraging their participation.

Through every program and every project, we use STEM skills to
engage and ingrain in girls that failure is valuable. That the bumps
and bruises of learning and life are what will ultimately help
them to succeed. For many it can be a very emotional journey,
getting it wrong can be frustrating and hard. In fact, the words we
hear the most when we begin a session are “this is hard” and “it’s not
fair.” But by the time we’re done, everyone has completed a project-
they’ve succeeded and have gained an understanding of the power
that comes from learning when you just jump in and try. Our
participants walk away not only with an increased confidence in
their abilities but a road map on how to use those abilities in a
highly competitive marketplace and in life.

Our goal is to provide at least one 4-week program per year in each
market, supplemented by quarterly Saturday "reunion" sessions that
allow previous participants to return and build upon their skills. These
programs have a proven track record of positive participant re-
engagement. We firmly believe that early and repeated
engagement - the key component of our programming
structure- is crucial to shifting the representation of women in
STEM.

We Are Doing It!



Rosie Riveters currently has ongoing strategic partnerships with Arlington County Public Libraries, Fairfax County Community
Centers, and Fairfax County Public Schools.

Partnerships 

APL provides us with free space to conduct our programs and has also assisted with the vetting of
volunteers.This arrangement is mutually beneficial; the library adds an incredibly popular and free STEM
program to its roster in a market where libraries are devoting increasing resources to technology programs
and maker spaces, while Rosie Riveters has a space for its programs.

Arlington County Public Libraries (APL)

Fairfax County Community Centers
As an organization, we are committed to reaching populations that have difficulty accessing after-school
STEM programming.  Our partnership with Neighborhood and Community Services (NCS) at Fairfax County
Community Centers enables us to directly provide for those populations in a manner that is both accessible
to the community and supportive of existing NCS programs (homework time, food assistance meal programs,
etc.).

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)
In 2019,  Rosie Riveters launched an after-school program at Mark Twain Middle School in Alexandria, VA.
This program was established to support the wider STEM pipeline in Fairfax County Schools, the Global
STEM Challenges Program (GSCP)  in particular. GSCP is a three-year, interdisciplinary high school program
centered on problem-based challenges that connect STEM to the real-world. The Rosie Riveters program
provides the experience, tools, and exposure to STEM learning models in middle school in order to prepare
and recruit rising freshmen into GSCP. 



2 Four-Week Programs: 84
1 Reunion Days for Past Participants: 42

2 Pre-K Saturday Programs: 18
15 Community Center Summer Programs: 128

1 Year-Long Community Center: 8
2 FCPS After School Programs: 20 

2 Private After-School Programs: 14

Total Unique Opportunities: 930
Total Number of Children Served: 394

Total Number of Children Served since Rosie Riveters’ 2016 Founding: 929

Number of children currently on the Waitlist: 275

Numbers

Number of Programs and Children Served in 2019



“Looking forward to more STEM learning soon! My daughter has
really gotten very interested in science and technology since your
program. She is hungry for more!” - Lena (mom of Alexis)

“I just want to say thank you for this wonderful program. My daughter
has loved it and now has a new interest in STEM thanks to you.”- Janet
(mom of Sophie)

“Please continue to keep up the amazing work you are doing with
these young girls.”-Kerry (mom of Ellie)

“My daughters and two of their friends just completed a four-week
session with Rosie Riveters.It was FANTASTIC!” -Liz (mom of Claire S.)

“THANK YOU for putting this program together. Maeve
had a fabulous time! Her mother certainly appreciates all
your time and effort. ”-Leigh (mom of Maeve)



"The Rosie Riveters program is exceptional! It has sparked and
encouraged my daughter to be creative, explore, ask questions,
and try new things. We have recommended it to others and
proudly support this program. Thank you for all that you do to
bring STEM to eager-to-learn girls." -Parent survey respondent

"My daughter. . . struggles sometimes with science but Rosie Riveters
is the program that makes her love science and enjoy it and really
want to do it."-Parent survey respondent

"Before Rosie Riveters [my daughter] was reluctant to take
classes on computers or coding, but now she is in a coding class
and loves it." -Parent survey respondent

"I would love to see the program made more widely available
to more girls and more frequently. We love the program and
wish more girls around the area could participate."-Parent
survey respondent



Four-Week Programs 
Rosie Riveters provides four-week programs on Saturdays across Arlington

County Public Libraries. These programs are free and open to the public. Since

2016,  we have provided 9 four-week programs with over 286 unique

opportunities for girls to engage in STEM via this partnership. There are over

275 children on our waitlist in Arlington, VA alone. 



Cumulative Demographics 2019

Average Household Income 

Ethnicity

$150,000-$174,999
20.2%

$100,000-$124,999
16.2%$175,000-$199,999

16.2%

$200,000 and up
16.2%

$125,000-$149,999
14.1%

$50,000-$74,999
6.1%

$75,000-$99,000
6.1%

$25,000-$49,999
4%

White/Caucasian
59.6%

Black or African American
8.5%

Asian/Pacific Islander
6.4%

Multiple Ethnicity
25.5%

44% of Rosie Riveters participants have a

household income under $150K. According to the

Economic Policy Institute, it costs about $9,493 per

month for a couple with two children to have a

"modest yet adequate" standard of living in

Arlington, or just over $113,915 per year.



97%

Rosie Riveters inspired them to take

additional STEM classes.*
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2019 Participants Agree or Strongly Agree that...

2019 4-Week Program Survey Results

Rosie Riveters projects are interesting and
they enjoyed them.

Rosie Riveters inspired them to further
explore some or all of the fields of STEM. 

Rosie Riveters instructors explained
scientific concepts clearly.

65%
of participants indicated they
would they would like a career in
STEM "A Lot!"

85.71%

100%

76%

94%

*Agree, Strongly Agree and Somewhat Agree



Community Center Programs
Rosie Riveters provides award-winning after-school and summer programming

to children enrolled in Fairfax County's Neighborhood and Community Services

(NCS) youth programs.  Through this partnership, we have provided fifteen

summer programs and two year-long after-school program with over  unique

opportunities for children to engage in STEM.  Community Centers across

Fairfax County continue to request our programs and we are committed to

serving this high-need population. 



2019 Community Center Program Demographics

95%
of after school

participants qualified

for Free and Reduced

Meals (FARMs)*

Neighborhood and Community Services (NCS) population served by Rosie Riveters 

78%
of summer participants

had an annual household

income of $39,999 or

less.*

* To qualify for FARMS in 2019/20,  a family of four needed to have an income below $45,510/year.

* In 2019, 77.58% of children participating in summer RecQuest programs qualified for a scholarship, meaning they had a household
income of less than $39,999



2019 Community Center Program Survey Results

Enjoy their STEM
classes more since

participating in Rosie
Riveters' programs.*

100%100%
Agree or Strongly Agree  that

Rosie Riveters has inspired
them to take additional or

advanced STEM classes

It was AWESOME! "I liked it A LOT!"

"We learned new things!"

"I love the class a lot  :) :)!!"

"I would love to keep participating in this program."

100%
Strongly agree that Rosie Riveters programs

were interesting  and they enjoyed
participating in them. 

The remaining 34% of respondents enjoyed
their STEM classes the same as before

participating in Rosie Riveters programs.



Fairfax County Public Schools
In 2019, Rosie Riveters launched an after-school program at Mark Twain Middle School
in Alexandria, VA. This program was established to support the wider STEM pipeline in

Fairfax County Schools, the Global STEM Challenges Program (GSCP) in particular. GSCP,
based in Edison High School, is a three-year, interdisciplinary high school program

centered on problem-based challenges that connect STEM to the real-world. The Rosie
Riveters program provides the experience, tools, and exposure to STEM learning models

in middle school in order to prepare and recruit rising freshmen into GSCP.



0 25 50 75 100

Agree or Strongly Agree 

Agree or Strongly Agree 

Agree or Strongly Agree 

Agree or Strongly Agree 

2019 Fairfax County Program Survey Results

100%
Rosie Riveters inpsired them to

take additional or advanced STEM
classes

100%Enjoyed participating in Rosie
Riveters' programs. 

50%
Rosie Riveters inspired
them to independently

explore some or all
STEM fields. 

100%Felt Rosie Riveters projects were
interestng. 

"I think it was a fantastic program and I'd definitely do it again."
"It was amazing and I would love to continue to be apart of Rosie Riverters."

"(I liked) that it was inclusive and
explained everything clearly &

made sure everyone was finished
before moving on."

"It was fun with many interesting topics."

"(I liked) Working on
projects and gaining an

understanding of
concepts."

"(I liked) The
hands-on
activities."

"I like it very much."



Corporate Sponsorship
37.9%

Grants (restricted)
32.7%

Public 
17.6%

Earned Revenue 
6.1%

Board Members
3.5%

SOURCES OF FUNDING 

Fundraising Expenses $8,194.00

2019 Top Funders
Boeing ($35,000.00)

Business Women's Giving Circle ($19,948.00)
Community Foundation of Northern Virginia ($7,780.00)

Bumgardner Family ($5,000.00)
Caneel Family Foundation ($4,500.00)

Total Income 
$109,469.30

2019 Financials

Total Expenses 
$56,879.00

Program Expenses $45,210.00

General Expenses $3,475.00

Fundraisers
1.9%



Brittany Greer
Secretary

Katherine Rieder
President 

Carolyn Headley 
Treasurer

 

Erica Elliot Richardson 
Officer 

Thuy-Anh Melvin
Officer  

Casey Huerta
Officer

2019 Rosie Riveters Staff

Rosie Riveters Board of Directors

Executive Director

Karin Jorge
Vice President

Hourly Program Liaisons Hourly Program Instructors
Danielle Mendoza 

Jodie Forman
Katherine Rieder

Brianna Duff
Shruti Carr 

Tovah Siegel

Laura Dixon
Jodie Forman

Jenay Sharp-Leach

Brittany Greer


