
                     elcome to Rosie Reads, a curated book 
collection by Rosie Riveters. We’re a nonprofit whose 
mission is to equip and empower girls to be strong, confident, 
and competent in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM) by providing a fun space for 
girls ages 4 -14 to imagine, learn, build, and play. Our free 
programs provide girls with opportunities to learn by doing in 
a space where they can embrace failure and learn to solve 
problems on their own; our aim is to teach girls to delete the 
words ‘I can’t’ from their vocabulary and inspire them to be 
confident enough to try. Because although they may not 
always get it right, they will always learn. 

The books in this collection embrace the themes that drive 
our organization - confidence, failure, and perseverance - 
and engage with others that are central to modern girlhood 
as well, issues like acceptance, compassion, and self-doubt. 
Not only do the characters in these books serve as positive 
role models, their storylines also offer a means for delving 
into these issues with your children. We’ve provided 
questions to get those conversations started (listed for each 
book below), as well as ideas for activities to keep them 
going after the story is finished. Our programs use several of 
these very books, and we know from experience that they’re

W



an excellent way to instill confidence, pursue new ideas, and
dive into topics that can be difficult to discuss (bullying and
failure).

Before you start reading, we’d also like to say thank you. By
purchasing this collection, you’re supporting our programs
and enabling us to share the fun of STEM and the power of
confidence with more young women. If you’d like to learn
more about Rosie Riveters and the programs we offer for
girls ages 4-14, please visit http://www.rosieriveters.com/. 

Have fun reading and an awesome conversation afterwards!

Rosie Riveters

http://www.rosieriveters.com/


Interstellar Cinderella
by Deborah Underwood

Published in 2015

Why we love it: You know it’s going to be good when “once
upon a time” morphs into “once upon a planetoid”!  In this
rhyming reimagining of “Cinderella,” the heroine is an
engineer who loses her sonic socket wrench at the ball
instead of her glass slipper. But it’s the ending that really
gets us. No spoilers here, but it perfectly encapsulates just
how far girls and women have come!

Questions to ponder with your kids: Start with the
obvious - ask your kids to compare “Interstellar Cinderella”
with the more common version of the fairy tale. What’s
similar? What’s different? Is one version “better” than the
other?  Why? This can also be the start of a women’s history
lesson - sit down with your kids and google when the fairy
tale was written, when the animated version of Cinderella
was produced by Walt Disney, and when “Interstellar
Cinderella” was published and talk about the different social
and historical circumstances during those time periods. The
book is also full of illustrations of really awesome tools
(throughout the story and then on the end pages). Ask your
kids which tools they like the best, and what they would do
with them! Last, but not least, discuss how Interstellar
Cinderella is different from the rest of her family, and how
she pursues her passion in spite of (or perhaps because of)
this difference.



The Most Magnificent Thing
by Ashley Spires

Published in 2014

Why we love it: And so the story begins: “this is a regular
girl and her best friend (her dog).”  Until one day when she
decides to make “the most magnificent thing.”  This “regular
girl” knows exactly how it will look and work, but no matter
how hard she tries, and how hard her assistant assists
(again, the dog), it just isn’t right.  So she finally declares “I
quit.” But when she steps back and actually looks at all her
flawed prototypes, she figures out that failures are full of
their own successes. If you look at them the right way.
Questions to ponder with your kids: Ask your kids if
they’ve ever had the perfect image of something in their
mind, but couldn’t quite get it right when they drew it/built
it/designed it. How did they solve that problem? Did it ever
come out exactly as they imagined it? Why or why not? Most
importantly, did it matter if it wasn't exactly as they'd
imagined? Continue along this path by asking them what
they think about things that don’t turn out exactly as
planned. Are they failures? Or opportunities?  How does the
“regular girl” in the book learn from her many tries? What
have they learned when things/situations don’t go exactly as
planned?  Last, but not least, ask your kids: if you could
design and build one “most magnificent thing”, what would it
be? And then have them draw their designs, plan how to
build it, and give it a try!



Melia and Jo
by Billy Aronson 

Published in 2008

Why we love it: Melia loves science and engineering, and is
constantly tinkering with a slew of inventions that are never
quite finished. All that changes when Jo, who loves to dance
and sing, moves in next door. Although the two don’t see
eye to eye at first, they soon discover that everything is
much better when they create together.

Questions to ponder with your kids: At first, Melia is
shocked and upset by the changes Jo makes to her
inventions. She eventually realizes, however, that her
creations are better because of Jo’s input. Return to this part
of the book with your kids, and have them identify some of
the ways that Jo made Melia’s inventions better. Jo isn’t the
only one to make important contributions, however. Ask your
kids how Melia helps Jo get out of a predicament and with
her creations. The book is all about the magic that happens
when art and science come together, and we encourage you
to explore this further by researching artist/inventors with
your kids (if you need a place to start, try Leonardo da Vinci,
Hedy Lamarr, and Beatrix Potter)! After being inspired, draw,
plan, and design your own inventions that combine science
and art. Make sure your kids can identify how science and
art work together in their creations, and outline the problems
their amazing innovations solve!



Ada Twist, Scientist
by Andrea Beaty

Published in 2016

Why we love it: Miss Lyla Greer's classroom is full of bright,
curious, and creative kids and Ada Marie Twist is no
exception. Her mind is constantly whirling with questions:
who, what, how, and why. Why does a clock tick? Why does
the Earth orbit the Sun? How does a lightbulb work? In her
quest to answer these questions Ada Marie often finds
herself in messy and sometimes dangerous "predicaments"
much to the stress of her parents. How Ada and her parents
navigate the sometimes tricky and sticky path that comes
with supporting and encouraging a scientifically-minded child
is just one of the many reasons why this book is a must
read!

Questions to ponder with your kids: Throughout the book
Ada Marie is in search of a peculiar smell. Ask your kids to
investigate the illustrations in the book and come to their
own conclusion regarding the smell's origin. Ada runs
though a number of hypotheses regarding the smell and
continually comes to a dead end. Ask your kids to define
"hypothesis.” Follow up by asking why incessantly asking
'why' is key to being a successful scientist. Furthermore,
what does it mean to be a scientist? Last but not least, while
this book is written for kids it's also equally resonant for the
adults who field the incessant "whys". As fellow parents, we
encourage you to take this book to heart, and use it for  



inspiration when you feel like all you've done all day is ask
Siri for answers to crazy questions. We promise your kids
are benefiting from it! And as the mothers of our own
inquisitive girls, we know we'll be using this book the same
way!



Rocket Says Look Up! 
by Nathan Bryon 

Published in 2019

Why we love it: Rocket has a head that’s always in the
clouds, dreaming of space and her heroine, astronaut Mae
Jemison. Her brother Jamal, however, is always looking
down - at this phone in particular. The book, charmingly
illustrated by Dapo Adeola and peppered throughout with
fun facts about space, follows the siblings’ adventure as
Rocket convinces her community to “look up” and provides a
powerful lesson about sharing your passion with those
around you.
Questions to ponder with your kids: Rocket loves space
(see if your kids pick up on what she’s wearing!) and lists
lots of facts in the book. Ask your kids to name some of the
ones about meteors! In the book, Rocket’s passion knows
no bounds. She adores space and wants everyone she
knows - Jamal included - to see what she sees and share
her passion. Ask your kids what they’re passionate about -
what do they love as much as Rocket loves space? What
can they learn from Rocket about sharing that passion?
Have them think of an activity or event they’d like to share,
and make a list of things they can do to get others to join in!
Need inspiration? Go over everything Rocket does in the
book to promote the meteor shower.



Fairy Science
by Ashley Spires

Published in 2019

Why we love it: Esther is an unusual fairy: she believes in
science instead of magic! Given her preference for “facts,
data, and hard evidence” she butts heads with the other
fairies who prefer fairy dust and magic wands, leading to
some pretty comic situations. Besides making us laugh -
hard - the book teaches kids about the scientific method and
staying true to themselves, especially when that means
standing out from the rest of the pack.

Questions to ponder with your kids: Esther is excited to
teach the scientific method to her “fairymates.” After reading
the book, be sure to go back and outline the steps with your
kids. When she discovers the wilting tree, Esther uses the
scientific method in order to figure out what’s happening. Go
over the scientific method again, this time moving from the
abstract to the actual questions, research, hypotheses, and
experiments that Esther undertakes and formulates. How
does her approach to the problem of the tree differ from that
of the other fairies? Who arrives at the actual solution, and
what is it? Lastly, ask your kids how Esther must feel to be
the only fairy to believe in science. What are some words to
describe the emotions she feels in the book? Have your kids
ever felt that way? What did they do in that situation? How
did it get better, and how does Esther’s situation improve by
the end of the story?



The Bug Girl (A True Story)
by Sophia Spencer with Margaret McNamara

Published in 2020

Why we love it: We adore true stories about real girls and
women in STEM, and this amazing autobiographical picture
book was written by 11-year-old, budding entomologist
Sophia Spencer. If that weren’t enough, the book is a
heartfelt, brave, and beautifully illustrated chronicle of
Sophia’s childhood love for bugs, the consequences that
passion has as she gets older and is labeled “weird”
because of it, and the magic that can happen when you
seek out and build your own community. Sophia is one of
our “sheroes,” and once you read this book, she’ll definitely
be one of yours too.

Questions to ponder with your kids: Because this is a
“true” story, Bug Girl works with kids that might have aged
out of picture books otherwise, and is a powerful
conversation starter. Have your independent reader read it
on their own, and ask them if there are parallels between
their early elementary experience and Sophia’s. Was there
something that they loved when they were smaller - like
bugs - but gave up on because their peers thought it was
strange? How do they feel about it now? Do they miss it?
What would have happened if they had found a community
like Sophia did? Remind them that it takes a lot of courage
to be “different” (even Sophia put bugs aside for awhile), but
as the book shows, there is strength and encouragement in 



 community, and you can always find one if you look! With
younger children, use the story to discuss bullying.
Emphasize empathy, and have your kids identify how the
words and actions of Sophia’s classmates make her feel.
Ask them what they’re passionate about, and have them
imagine how they’d react if someone made fun of it. What
might some good responses be? How can we stand up for
what we love and care about? Lastly, don’t forget the “More
Bug Facts” section at the end of the book - it’s full of all
kinds of fun facts, including a guide to studying bugs in the
wild!


