
Got Ethics?  Riddles for ECE Professionals  
Answer Key 

Riddles adapted from http://riddlesandanswers.treasurehuntriddles.org/ 

 

Just sit on this and you'll go high. Kick your legs to help you fly.  

Swing  
Cultural and language competence are extremely valuable for ECE professionals 
 
 
 
I can wave all day without tiring. What I am?  

Flag  
ECE professionals shall not participate in practices that discriminate against a child, family or 
colleague because of sex, race, national origin, religious beliefs or other affiliations, age, marital 
status/family structure, disability, or sexual orientation. 
 
 
 
What’s shaped like a ball, floats and has all colors of the spectrum?  

Bubble 
Children are best understood and supported in the context of family, culture & community 
 
 
 
What follows you whenever there is light but can’t always be seen?  

Your shadow  
“Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.” ― C.S. Lewis 
 
 
 
What is contained in a bottle of moo?  

Milk  
Childhood is a unique and valuable stage of human development 

http://riddlesandanswers.treasurehuntriddles.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis


To beat the heat take a dip; my water is calming and cool.  What am I?  

A clear pool of water  
Clear water evokes being transparent and honest; essential qualities for professionals 
 
 
 
My friends are fine-feathered, radiant and bold; in winter, to them my seeds are black gold. 
What am I?  

Sunflower  
A nurturing disposition is extremely valuable for ECE practitioners; children need care, warmth, 
and encouragement in order to grow and develop in healthy ways. 
 
 
 
My bark produces no sound, and I don’t usually wear a sweater, but in this case I do sport a 
rather colorful one.  

Tree  
Be like this “yarn bomb;” grow into your professional strengths 
 
 
 
Equally at home on land and water, these highly social rodents can run as fast as horses, so they 
take many of these. It may seem ironic, but the more of these you take, the more you leave 
behind.  

Footsteps  
Dignity is a matter self-respect.  It is also every human’s birthright and does not involve 
measuring our “footsteps” or accomplishments; it is an inherent part of being a person. ECE 
professionals should always treat others with respect and dignity. 
 
 
 
If you see one of these you might stop and stare, to watch all the water being shot in the air.  

Fountain  
Our work as ECE professionals is based on knowledge of child development and learning 

 



I'm a bear with no teeth  

Gummy bear  
Oh dear, gummy bears don’t have a backbone!  What a sorry thing to be spineless and unable 
to be conscientious in the way that all ECE professionals should be. 
 
 
 
When you don't have me, you want me. But when you have me you want to give me away. 
What am I? 

Secret  
Professionals understand the importance of maintaining confidentiality. 

 
 
I am found in remote forests and on city streets, alike. Creatures of all kinds rely on me to 
provide shelter and people count on me to provide cheer throughout the year. I am easy to 
recognize because I always retain my foliage.  

Evergreen tree  
Just as evergreen trees are dependably green, ECE practitioners of merit can be relied upon to 
take their professional responsibilities very seriously. 
 
 
 
Generally not allowed in a china shop  

Bull  
A bull in a china shop is a ludicrous thought!  
ECE professionals need to be authentic and genuine.  
These qualities are the foundation of strong relationship building. 
 
 
 
I create the bond of confidence  

Glue  
ECE professionals understand how central  relationships are to all that we do. They appreciate 
and support the special bond between children and families. 

 



We swim in the sea and travel in pods  

Dolphins  
As an ECE professional, it’s extremely important to build positive and supportive relationships 
 
 
 
In English my name is koi.  Here you can see me doing something astounding; I appear to be 
swimming over stairs!  What is my name in English? 

Carp  
In Japanese, the name of these fish is a homophone for love or affection; koi is therefore a 
symbol of love and friendship. In this photo of an amazing painted staircase in Seoul, South 
Korea, the carp seem to be attentively listening and communicating with one another. Isn’t that 
just what effective ECE professionals do? 
 
 
 
I'm the agitator found by the dozen in a laundromat. What am I?  

Washing machine  
ECE practitioners have a collective obligation to act in the best interests of individual children 
and to “agitate” (aka advocate) for changes that address concerns about the health, education 
and well-being of young children on a larger scale, as well. 
 
 
 
You can have me but not hold me. Gain me and quickly lose me. If treated with care, I can be 
great and if betrayed, I will break. What am I?  

Trust  
Children & adults achieve their full potential in the context of relationships based on trust & 
respect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Although a bird, I do not fly through the air. I am dressed to impress in my black and white tux. 
When fishing time comes I slide over ice galore, making my way to the sea. 

Penguin  
Sometimes things are not black and white; sometimes “the right answer,” the best ethical 
course of action is not obvious. Important values may contract one another, and we face an 
ethical dilemma. We need to consult the NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct and all the parties 
impacted to find the most ethical resolution. 
 
 
 
I speak of a 1,000 words but have never said a single one. What am I?  

Picture 
Unlikely friendships in the animal world remind us to respect diversity in children, family & 
colleagues 
 
 
 
Token of love built by a king when his beloved died.  

Taj Mahal  
The Taj Mahal is a symbol of love and deep devotion. ECE professionals who are both 
passionate about and committed to their work are able to provide the highest quality services 
to children and families. 
 
 
 
Iconic Aretha Franklin song  

Respect  
ECE professionals respect the dignity, worth, and uniqueness of each individual (child, family 
member, and colleague) 
 
 
 
I am a king but wear no crown  

Lion  
ECE practitioners understand their obligation to protect children from emotional and physical 
harm. 


