
 
 

As we ring in the New Year, California’s families are facing heightened and continued 

uncertainty. California must remain focused on providing stability and ensuring families and 

children have equitable opportunities to succeed. It is our duty to rise up and do everything 

possible to keep families healthy and whole. 

Most of us believe family comes first.  Our budget must reflect that. We need a child care system 

in California that ensures that child care is affordable so that any working parent can have their 

child in great care. We also need a system that pays enough to child care providers, so that they 

too can send their kids off to a bright future. 

While we are pleased Governor Brown includes the 2016 Budget Act increases for 

reimbursement rates, we are disappointed that he proposes nothing to truly strengthen our state’s 

child care system. Children cannot thrive unless the adults who care for them are thriving as 

well. Families have long struggled to find infant and toddler child care, but the struggle has 

reached critical status. Supply is dwindling due to low wages, high housing costs, and limited 

support for the child care workforce. Families cannot afford care due to their own low wages, 

high housing costs, and lack of family friendly policies in the work place. While child care 

reimbursement rates have risen modestly, access to preschool has been expanded, and more 

Californians now have job protection when they stay home with their new child is a move in the 

right direction, it is not enough. 

Child care is the most critical key to a family’s success that nearly every family will need. 

California’s lawmakers must understand and prioritize the importance of a strong child care 

system, especially when we face yet to be realized consequences of threats to the social safety-

net (nutrition assistance, housing, health care, immigration). We must remain steadfastly 

committed to the well-being of children and families. California has difficult choices ahead, but 

there should be no choice when it comes to families and children: Increase availability and 

accessibility of infant and toddler care for all Californians who need it, no exceptions. 

We look forward to working with fellow advocates to demand that California passes a budget 

that results in people working to provide for their families having dependable, affordable child 

care they can trust. 


