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ACTU Executive Committee  - RESOLUTION – 29th July, 2020 

 

ACTU EXECUTIVE 

WEDNESDAY 29TH JULY, 2020 

RESOLUTION 

COVID Vulnerable Worker Payment   

The ACTU Executive expresses its concern at the lack of protection during the coronavirus 

pandemic for older workers, those with pre-existing medical conditions and those in other 

medically vulnerable categories who are exposed at work to the risk of infection from the virus.   

The ACTU acknowledges that for many workers they are unable to work remotely and will be 

expected to attend work where the risk of infection is high. Australia is likely to be impacted by 

COVD-19 for an extended period of time, with the potential for intermittent outbreaks affecting 

different parts of the country. Whether Australia reverts to an eradication strategy or continues 

with a suppression strategy for the coronavirus pandemic, workers who have health vulnerabilities 

must be protected.  

This ACTU Executive resolves to endorse and promote a COVID Vulnerable Worker Payment - a 

safety net mechanism to ensure vulnerable workers can continue to receive an income without 

having to put themselves at risk. 

 
The COVID Vulnerable Worker Payment would enable at-risk workers to voluntarily stay home 

during the pandemic and continue to be paid their full salary by their employer. Their salary 

should be guaranteed and funded by the Federal Government. 

 

To be categorised as a ‘COVID Vulnerable Worker’ and therefore be eligible for the scheme, a 

worker must fall into one of the categories listed as ‘at risk’ by the Australian Government 

Department of Health.  

 

At the time of this resolution the ‘at risk’ categories are provided for in the following link: 

 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-

alert/advice-for-people-at-risk-of-coronavirus-covid-19 
 

Consideration should also be given to extending this to pregnant workers. Currently, pregnant 

workers have not been included in the categories, however, the Royal College of Australian and 

NZ Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCANZCOG) state that pregnant women should be 

considered a vulnerable group. 

 

Moved: Mark Diamond  Seconded: 
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