
 

  

 
Our trains and trams: Not for sale! 

 
On behalf of the 18.5 million transport workers represented by 147 ITF affiliates around the world, we 
stand united with you in your campaign to keep trains and trams in public hands in South Australia! 
 
Public transport is an opportunity for community, connection, liveable places and decent jobs – not private 
profit. We will fight together, in solidarity, across the globe, for OUR public transport.  
 
The ITF People’s Public Transport Policy recommends that transport is publicly owned and operated. Public 
transport belongs to all of us. We need these vital services and must have a democratic say over them. A 
functioning public transport system is vital for the economy and increases quality of life, as it allows people 
to access work, education and leisure activities and improves air quality. Public transport is fundamental to 
public health and social and economic equality, but also integral to winning climate justice. Integrated 
public transport systems are vital local and national infrastructure – so decisions should not be handed to 
unaccountable private companies. Workers, trade unions and users can join forces in campaigns for better 
public transport for all. 
 
Public accountability and control of public transport is best served through public ownership rather than 
the neoliberal model of competition and private ownership for profit. Public transport is mainly financed 
through fares and public funding. With private operators, part of that money is turned into private profit, 
which is taken out of public transport rather than reinvested in the system. Public transport should be a 
common good geared towards meeting people’s needs, not a commodity to serve private investors’ hunt 
for profit. There is a growing consensus that privatisation has failed. 
 
We are in a climate emergency! We need to expand and improve public transport and create millions of 
decent jobs. We send you our solidarity and support in your fight to stop the flogging off of OUR public 
transport to private companies! 
 
In solidarity 
  
 
      
Stephen Cotton      John Mark Mwanika 
ITF General Secretary     Urban Transport Chair 

 


