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CLEANTECH CHAMPION OF THE YEAR
Recognizing an individual who exemplifies commitment to supporting the cleantech industry. Achievements may include an outstanding commitment to sustainability, business expansion or relocation,
development of high-impact technology, or spearheading regional/cross-sector collaboration to drive
innovation.
CLEANTECH IMPACT AWARD
Recognizing a cleantech organization that has accelerated economic growth in the
region or state. Examples may include a cleantech business that has relocated to the region or state, an
existing cleantech employer that has expanded, or an organization that has enabled such economic
growth.
CLEANTECH TALENT INITIATIVE AWARD
Recognizing a program or initiative that supports or develops people entering the cleantech industry.
Examples may include a corporate apprenticeship program, a
community college certificate in clean technologies, K12 curriculum, etc.
DIVERSITY IN CLEANTECH AWARD
Recognizing an organization or initiative that has made significant contributions to
ensuring the cleantech workforce reflects the people it serves. Examples could include targeted efforts
to expose underrepresented groups to cleantech career opportunities, corporate programs to hire and
support underrepresented employees, mentoring or networking initiatives, etc.
GRID INNOVATION AWARD
Recognizing an electric utility or grid project that uses innovative cleantech
solutions to create positive impacts for environment, economy, and residents.
WATER INNOVATION AWARD
Recognizing a water or wastewater project that uses innovative cleantech
solutions to create positive impacts for environment, economy, and residents.
TRANSPORTATION INNOVATION AWARD
Recognizing a transportation or mobility project that uses innovative cleantech
solutions to create positive impacts for environment, economy, and residents.
CLEANTECH COMMUNITY AWARD
Recognizing a local government or community which has completed an innovative
project incorporating clean technology to create positive impacts for environment, economy, and residents.
CLEANTECH ENTREPRENEUR AWARD
Recognizing an individual who has created innovation with the potential to disrupt traditional industries, create a cleaner planet, and improve the quality of life for people around the world.

CLEANTECH IMPACT AWARD
Medline Industries is constructing a 1.2m ft2 medical distribution facility in Orange County, NC - a development representing $65.3m in investment and up to 700 new jobs over 10 years. Moreover, the facility will be LEED-certified, creating positive impacts on the local environment as well.

CLEANTECH TALENT INITIATIVE AWARD
STEM RTP increases awareness of and access to STEM career opportunities to underserved students in grades 7-12
through events that incorporate problem-based learning, design thinking, hands-on demos, and mentoring. STEM RTP
also organizes immersion experiences to local educators.

DIVERSITY IN CLEANTECH AWARD
The US Environmental Protection Agency provides STEM education to students in grades K-12 and higher education
across the RTP region, hosting at least 50% of programs at low-income schools. The Community Engagement & STEM
Education program in the EPA's RTP office reaches more than 20,000 students, educators, and community members
through 300+ events. The program creatively communicates the EPA's research to students with a range of backgrounds by translating activities and recruiting diverse mentors.

GRID INNOVATION AWARD
PowerSecure launched an Advanced Campus Microgrid in 2019 that incorporates multiples distributed energy resources at a single facility in Durham, NC, allowing their manufacturing facility to run both on and off grid. PowerSecure, which has installed nearly 85% of microgrids across the US, hosts a tour for customers, partners, and the community to demonstrate the advantages of microgrid technologies.

WATER INNOVATION AWARD
Gannett Fleming engineered a new $40m wastewater treatment plant in Clayton, NC - the largest manufacturing investment in the state's history. The 22 acre plant supports a $1.8b expansion of Novo Nordisk's manufacturing facility,
treating 450,000 gallons of industrial wastewater before returning it to the municipal sewer system. The unique publicprivate partnership between Novo Nordisk, the Golden Leaf Foundation, and the state of North Carolina promises to be
a powerful economic driver for the region.

TRANSPORTATION INNOVATION AWARD
The North Carolina Department of Transportation led the nation's first medical drone deliver program, successfully
delivering 4,000+ critical diagnostic tests, medications, lab results, and supplies across WakeMed's campus and regional
network. Their innovative use of drone transport increases efficiency, lowers costs, and improves patient experience
while also reducing emissions and traffic congestion from gas-powered delivery vehicles.

CLEANTECH COMMUNITY AWARD
Fayetteville, NC's Public Works Commission is the state's largest municipal utility, and the first to offer a subscriberbased community solar program incorporating a 1mW solar array and 560kW battery storage. Fayetteville's City Council approved the community solar program to help the utility support renewable energy generation, reduce peak demand, and enable customers to 'own' solar assets without the cost of installation. The program, which opened customer subscriptions in November 2019, will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by an estimated 1,300 metric tons of CO2
equivalent, and the estimated $2.5m development has benefited the region.

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

www.nccleantechcorridor.org

