
All candidates who endorse RepMD will be shared with our 13000+ email followers and 
1100+ social media followers, similar to the example below. Survey answers will be 

shared on our website. 
 

Please completed the survey by Friday, April 27 2018. 
 
Begin Intro 
 
How do you feel about the issue of big money in US politics and the need for democracy 
reform? 
 
In 2014, Princeton University released a decade long study that found the United States is no 
longer a democratic republic, but an Oligarchy.  
 
Oligarchy: a small group of people having control of a country, organization, or institution. In this 
case, the oligarchy is comprised of the top 1% of Americans with the most wealth, power and 
influence.  
 
Represent Maryland is working to change that and bring representative democracy back to the 
average people of this country by passing legislation that includes a number of democracy 
reform solutions including: A Democracy Amendment in the US constitution (Money does not 
equal free speech; Corporations and other non natural entities are not protected by the US 
constitution), Public Elections Funds, Open Primaries, Independent Redistricting, Ranked 
Choice Voting and Special Elections.  
 
By changing how elections are funded & managed and how officials may conduct themselves 
once in office, we can make sure that our government, from Congress on down, truly represents 
every day people, not those with the most money to spend on elections.  
 
As a candidate for public office, we believe your voters deserve to know how YOU feel about 
this important issue and what, if anything, you'd do to combat it. Please take a few minutes to fill 
out the following short survey.  
 
Any information collected may be used in our social media and email channels.  
 
If you support the work of Represent Maryland please click yes at the last question. All 
candidates who "endorse" our work will be shared with our over 13,000 supporters via email, 
social media and on our website. 
 
Thank you for your time and good luck on your campaign!  
 
End Intro 
 



1. Full Legal Name * 
 
Joel Martin Rubin 
 
2. Nick Name if applicable 
 
N/A 
 
3. Email Address * 
 
Joel@rubinfordelegate.com 
 
4. Website Address (if applicable) 
 
www.rubinfordelegate.com 
 
5. Phone Number * 
 
202-759-2897 
 
6. Position you are running for (include your city/town/county and/or legislative 
district/congressional district or ward if applicable) * 
 
Maryland House of Delegates, District 18 
 
7. Do you believe running a successful (i.e. competitive) campaign for an elected position 
is accessible to most or all Americans? Y/N/Maybe 
 
No 
 
8. Do you agree with the following statement: Elections have grown too expensive. Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
9. Do you consider the influence of "big money" in our political process to be a problem 
in this country? * Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
10. Please elaborate on your answer to the above question. 
 
One shouldn’t have to be rich to compete for public office, but that is what the current system is 
biased towards. In addition, corporations and large individual donors have too much influence 



over who can effectively compete for office, as their ability to provide significant sums to 
candidates makes their support irreplaceable in the current system. I am a strong supporter of 
public financing of political campaigns, as we need to take the big dollar corporate donations 
and political consulting class - which profits from these donations - out of the process so that the 
voters’ voices are truly heard. Full public financing of elections should be our long term goal. 
However, in the near term, we need to create a state finance system that maximizes the value 
of small donors by providing matching public funds that incentivize the cultivation of local, small 
donors, rather than larger corporate donors. 
 
11. Have you included any provisions about reducing the influence of big money on 
politics in your platform? * Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
12. If the answer to the above question is yes, please list them here: 
 
Yes, I believe that reducing the influence of money in politics is good for our democracy, and my 
thoughts on this issue are publicly posted on my website at 
https://www.rubinfordelegate.com/protecting_our_democracy. 
 
Here’s one key highlight from my campaign website: ”Joel favors the public financing of state 
elections. He believes the public financing of the Montgomery County Council elections has 
succeeded in bringing significant diversity and openness to the process. The result is that we 
have more competitive candidates who reflect the broad array of communities that make up the 
County. Joel believes the same should be done at the state level, as currently the individuals 
competing for state office are limited in both their economic and community diversity.” 
 
13. Do you believe you have run a campaign that represents average voters? * Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
14. Please explain your answer to the above question here: 
 
My campaign has engaged in a grassroots program designed to focus on the voters that span 
the diverse constituencies of Montgomery County. We have conducted electronic surveys 
through our Facebook and email activities. We have held meetings across the district. And we 
have met with people from all walks of life in the county. So while our electorate will vote at a 
low rate, as compared to the overall numbers of potential voters (potentially only one-third of 
registered voters will actually vote), I will work to represent all of the constituents of D-18. 
 
15. Do you believe members of Congress are truly in touch with most Americans needs? 
* Y/N 
 

https://www.rubinfordelegate.com/protecting_our_democracy


No 
 
16. Please explain your answer to the above question here: 
 
I believe that Members of Congress spend too much time trying to stay in office - through 
fundraising and supporting the party infrastructure - than they should. That’s not the individual 
fault of any particular Member, but the fault of a system that rewards Member fundraising over 
Member accomplishment. The result is that the Members aim to please donors more than the 
constituencies that elected them. We need to reconnect Members of Congress to the people 
they represent, and that starts with getting rid of the money requirements that their positions 
currently demand. 
 
17. If elected, will you work to get the influence of big money out of politics? * Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
18. Please elaborate on the above question here: 
 
I will work to get big money out of politics by promoting a three point strategy that will make 
American democracy healthier: first, by opposing gerrymandering; second, by promoting public 
financing; and third, by supporting efforts to make voting access easier for all Americans. 
 
19. Do you believe the recent US supreme court rulings dealing with money in politics: 
money=free speech and corporations/non natural entities are protected under the 
constitution, were decided in the way that is best for average Americans? * Y/N 
 
No 
 
20. Please elaborate on the above question here: 
 
Americans deserve to have a democracy that isn’t saturated with dark money, but that’s exactly 
what recent Supreme Court rulings have done: they’ve opened the floodgates to unlimited, 
unaccountable money being spent on our elections.The tragedy of these decisions is that that 
average American is likely not aware of who is purchasing millions of dollars in campaign 
advertisements to sway their votes. And oftentimes these funds come from a very small set of 
high net-worth donors. This means that small numbers of wealthy donors have an out of 
proportion impact on the voices making noise in our political campaigns. Average Americans 
deserve better -- and don’t deserve to have their voices drowned out, as is currently the case. 
 
21. How do you feel about fully open primaries? (One ballot with ALL candidates from all 
qualified parties, top 4 candidates go on to general election). * 
 



I support fully open primaries as a way to bring people into the political process. The more 
voters that we have participating in the process, the healthier our democracy will be. Voters are 
invested in the political process, yet in Montgomery County, more than 22% of all voters are 
blocked from participating in the primaries because they’re registered as independents. This 
means that our primaries tend to bias to party stalwarts candidates rather than candidates who 
may be more representative of the population as a whole. The result is a disengaged public and 
a government that doesn’t reflect the broad preferences of the people that the politicians are 
supposed to represent. Conducting open primaries will help to end voter apathy and bring 
democracy closer to the people. 
 
22. How do you feel about ranked choice voting or RCV? * 
 
RCV is an optimal solution, but it should be introduced systematically in order to be effective. 
Doing so will require significant public education to ensure that voters are paying attention to all 
the candidates, so that they can effectively rank them. But that is the beauty of this approach: 
RCV will increase voter education about the candidates while increasing the candidates’ 
commitment to the voters. Americans rank many of our selections for the good we purchase, the 
colleges we attend, the sports team we like; so it should not be hard for American to also 
engage in this approach during election season. 
 
23. How do you feel about publicly financed election funds? * 
 
I fully support publicly financed elections. I also believe that we should seek to end the 
permanent campaign season and instead have a very limited campaign season time period, 
similar to other countries like Britain and Canada. Political office is a public service and it should 
be treated as such, meaning that the public should be fully invested (financially) in the political 
process, and in a manner that ensures brevity and clarity. Our election campaign season and 
the way we finance elections -- which are interlocked maladies -- must be changed. 
 
24. What, if anything, do you think should be done about gerrymandering here in 
Maryland and across the country? * 
 
I will advocate for the implementation of the recommendations of the independent citizen 
commission to transparently draw districts using objective and nonpartisan criteria. I am an 
enthusiastic supporter of the work of my 9-year old daughter and wife who co-wrote “The United 
Shapes of America”, an anti-gerrymandering coloring book. My daughter even gave a speech 
on the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court opposing gerrymandering, at a rally organized by the 
League of Women Voters. I believe that we need to abolish gerrymandering nationwide, and to 
do that, the Maryland House of Delegates must act in concert with other state legislatures. If 
elected, I will advocate that Maryland take the lead on this nonpartisan solution to a very 
partisan problem. 
 
25. Do you support adding a Democracy Amendment (Corporations are not people, 



money is not free speech) to the US Constitution? * Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
26. Do you believe election days (Presidential and Mid-term) should be national holidays? 
Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
27. Maryland currently does not have special elections for when a state senator or 
delegate leaves their office mid-term. Their replacement is nominated by their party and 
confirmed by the governor. Do you think Maryland should have special elections 
instead? * Y/N 
 
Yes 
 
28. Last Question: Do you support the work of Represent Maryland to restore and secure 
democracy in America, including establishing public election funds, ranked choice 
voting, independent redistricting commissions, special elections, open primary elections 
and a democracy amendment in the Constitution? (If yes, we will be in touch to schedule 
a short photo session in order to share your endorsement with our supporters. You can 
see an example here: * 
 
Yes 
 
Any final comments or questions? 
 
 


