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Iran Nuclear 
Deal 

HR 4038, 
(Syrian Refugee 
Screening) 

Procedural 
motion to block 
SJR 39 (Block 
Arms Sale to 
Saudi) [1]

S 2449 (Visa 
Waiver Reform)

S 2943 (FY '17 
Defense Auth- 
conference 
report)

No-Fly 
Zone/Safe Zones

S 756 (Syrian 
War Crimes 
Accountability)

Name Party-State Relevant Committee(s)
Re-election 
date Subcommittees

Lamar Alexander R-TN Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations Defense
Kelly Ayotte R-NH Nay Yea [2] Yea Yea Armed Services, Homeland Security Nov. 2016
Tammy Baldwin D-WI Yea [3] Nay Nay Yea Appropriations, Homeland Security
John Barrasso R-WY Nay Yea Yea Yea Foreign Relations
Michael Bennet D-CO Yea [4] Nay [5] Yea Yea Nov. 2016
Richard 
Blumenthal D-CT Yea [6] Nay Nay Yea Armed Services Nov. 2016

Roy Blunt R-MO Nay Nay Yea Yea Appropriations, Select Intelligence Nov. 2016

State, Foreign 
Operations; 
Defense

Cory Booker D-NJ Yea Nay Nay
Original co-
sponsor [8] Yea Homeland Security

John Boozman R-AR Nay Yea [7] Yea Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016
State, Foreign 
Operations

Barbara Boxer D-CA Yea [9]

(10/5) signed 
letter for 
appropriations 
supplemental; 
Co-sponsor 
SRES 268 Nay co-sponsor Yea Foreign Relations

Not seeking 
reelection in 
2016

Near East & 
South Asian

Sherrod Brown D-OH Yea [10] Nay
Yea (co-sponsors 
SJR 32) Yea

Richard Burr R-NC Nay Yea Yea Yea

(10/13/16) Called 
for safe zones in 
election debate Select Intelligence (Chairman) Nov. 2016

Maria Cantwell D-WA Yea [11] Nay Nay Yea
Shelly Moore 
Capito R-WV Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations

Ben Cardin D-MD Nay [12] Nay Nay Yea
Introduced 

Foreign Relations (Ranking Member)
Near Eastern 
and South Asian

Tom Carper D-DE Yea Nay Yea Yea Homeland Security (Ranking Member)

Bob Casey D-PA Yea [13] Nay [14] Yea Yea
Bill Cassidy R-LA Nay Yea [15] Yea Yea Appropriations

Dan Coats R-IN Nay Yea [16] Yea Yea

(11/25/30) 
"Apply lessons of 
Bosnia to Syria, 
set up safe zones; 
(11/19/20)  "Safe 
havens should be 
set up along the 
borders of 
Turkey, Iraq and 
Jordan, with 
international 
security 
guarantees, 
funding and 
management 
under U.N. 
auspices. [17] Select Intelligence, Appropriations

Not Seeking 
Reelection in 
2016

State, Foreign 
Operations; 
Defense 

Thad Cochran R-Miss Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations (Chairman)
Defense 
(Chairman)

Susan Collins R-ME Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations, Select Intelligence Defense

Chris Coons D-DE Yea Nay Yea Yea
Said at press call 
he supports NFZ co-sponsor Foreign Relations, Appropriations 

State and 
Foreign 
Operations

Bob Corker R-TN Nay Yea Yea Yea Foreign Relations (Chairman)
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Name Party-State Relevant Committee(s)
Re-election 
date Subcommittees

John Cornyn R-TX Nay Yea Yea

(9/20/16) Floor 
speech:  "The 
answer to dealing 
with this evil is 
not just to accept 
more refugees, 
the answer is to 
have an effective 
strategy to 
provide no-fly 
and no-drive 
zones  where 
Syrians can 
actually continue 
to live in Syria 
without fear of 
being murdered 
by either Bashar 
al-Assad and his 
allies" (12/8/15) 
Signed letter to 
Obama calling 
for safe zones to 
protect refugees 
from Assad and 
ISIS   [18] Majority Whip

Tom Cotton R-AK Nay Yea
NV (Would have 
voted Yea) Yes (NFZ) [19] Armed Services

Mike Crapo R-ID Nay Yea Yea Yea Nov. 2016
Ted Cruz R-TX Nay Yea Yea Yea Armed Services

Steve Daines R-MT Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations 

Defense, State 
and Foreign 
Operations

Joe Donnelly D-IN Yea [20] Nay Yea Yea

(12/9/15) SASC 
hearing, 'My 
expectation is if 
you asked the 
French defense 
minister for 
troops for a safe 
zone, they would 
probably provide 
them."  [23] Armed Services

Dick Durbin D-IL Yea [21] Nay [22] Nay
Original co-
sponsor [24] Yea Yes (safe-zones) Minority Whip; Appropriations

Defense (Vice 
Chairman); Near 
East & South 
Asian

Joni Ernst R-IA Nay
Yea

Yea Yea Armed Services
Mike Enzi R-WY Nay Yea Yea Yea Homeland Security

Dianne Feinstein D-CA Yea [25] Nay Yea Yea
Appropriations, Select Intelligence (Vice 
Chairman) Defense

Deb Fischer R-NE Nay Yea Yea Yea Armed Services

Jeff Flake R-AZ Nay Yea Yea
Introduced S 
2449 [27] Yea Foreign Relations

Al Franken D-MN Yea [26] Nay Nay [28] Yea

Cory Gardner R-Col. Nay Nay Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Signed 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS   
[30]
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Kirsten Gillibrand D-NY Yea [29] Nay Nay Nay

No (11/8/15) 
Said on "Face the 
Nation" NFZ 
requires boots on 
the grounds and 
does not support 
that Armed Services

Lindsey Graham R-SC Nay NV [31] Yea Yea Yes Appropriations, Armed Services

State and 
Foreign Ops 
(Chairman)

Chuck Grassley R-IA Nay Yea [32] Yea Yea Nov. 2016

Orrin Hatch R-UT Nay Yea Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Signed 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS   
[34]

Martin Heinrich D-NM
Yea (7/22)
 [33] Nay Nay Yea Armed Services, Select Intelligence

Heidi Heitkamp D-ND Yea Yea Yea Homeland Security
Dean Heller R-NV Nay Nay Nay Yea

Maize Hirono D-HI
Yea (8/17)
 [35] Nay Nay Yea Armed Services, Select Intelligence

John Hoeven R-ND Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016
Jim Inhofe R-OK Nay Yea Yea Yea Armed Services
Johnny Isakson R-GA Nay Yea Yea Yea Foreign Relations Nov. 2016

Ron Johnson R-WI Nay Yea Yea Yea
Foreign Relations, Homeland Security 
(Chairman) Nov. 2016

Near Eastern 
and South Asian

Tim Kaine D-VA Yea [36] Nay [37] NV Yea

(12/14/15) "We 
should have done 
a no-fly zone two 
years ago, and we 
can still do it 
now."
 [39] Foreign Relations

Near Eastern 
and South Asian 

Angus King I-ME Yea [38] Nay Yea Yea Yes (safe-zones) Select Intelligence, Armed Services

Mark Kirk R-IL Nay Yea [40] Nay Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016

State and 
Foreign 
Operations

Amy Klobuchar D-MN Yea Nay Nay Yea Yes [42] co-sponsor

James Lankford R-OK Nay Yea [41] Yea Yea Appropriations, Select Intelligence

State and 
Foreign 
Operations

Patrick Leahy D-VT Yea [43] Nay Nay Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016

State and 
Foreign 
Operations 
(Ranking 
Member); 
Defense

Mike Lee R-UT Nay Yea Nay [44] Nay Armed Services Nov. 2016
Joe Manchin D-WV Nay [45] Yea [46] Yea Yea Armed Services

Ed Markey D-MA 
Yea
 [47] Nay Nay Nay

(9/29 SFRC 
Hearing) Can 
only be 
negotiated 
between Putin 
and Obama [49] Foreign Relations

Near Eastern. 
South Asian

John McCain R-AZ  Yea [48] Yea Yea Yes
Armed Services (Chairman); Homeland 
Security; Select Intelligence Nov. 2016

Near Eastern, 
South Asia

Claire McCaskill D-MO Yea Nay Armed Services, Homeland Security
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Mitch McConnell R-KY Nay Yea Yea

(12/20/15) "What 
needs to happen 
is you have to 
have some safe 
zones inside 
Syria to stop the 
refugee flow." 
[50]

Majority Leader; Select Intelligence, 
Appropriations Defense

Bob Menendez D-NJ Nay Nay Yea Yea co-sponsor Foreign Relations

Jeff Merkley D-OR Yea [51] Nay Yea Nay Appropriations

State and 
Foreign 
Operations

Barbara Mikulski D-MD Yea Nay Yea Yea
Select Intelligence, Appropriations (Vice 
Chairman) Nov. 2016 Defense

Jerry Moran R-KS Nay Yea [52] Yea Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016

Defense, State 
and Foreign 
Operations

Lisa Murkowski R-AK Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016 Defense

Chris Murphy D-CT Yea Nay Nay [53] Yea Appropriations, Foreign Relations

Defense; Near 
Eastern and 
South Asia 
(Ranking 
Member)

Patty Murray D-WA Yea Nay Nay Appropriations Nov. 2016 Defense
Bill Nelson D-FL Yea Nay Yea Yea Armed Services

Rand Paul R-KY Nay Yea Nay [54] Nay Foreign Relations, Homeland Security Nov. 2016
Near Eastern 
and South Asia

David Perdue R-GA Nay Yea Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Signed 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS   
[55] Foreign Relations

Near Eastern 
and South Asia

Gary Peters D-MI
Yea

Nay Yea Yea co-sponsor Homeland Security
Rob Portman R-OH Nay Yea Yea Yea Homeland Security Nov. 2016

Jack Reed D-RI Yea [56] Nay Yea Yea
Appropriations, Armed Services (Ranking 
Member) Defense

Harry Reid D-NV Yea Nay Nay Yea Minority Leader; Select Intelligence

Not seeking 
reelection in 
2016

Jim Risch R-ID Nay Yea Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Signed 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS   
[57] Select Intelligence, Foreign Relations

Near Eastern 
and South Asia 
(Chairman)

Pat Roberts R-KS Nay Yea Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Signed 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS   
[58]

Mike Rounds R-SD Nay Yea Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Sent 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS 
[59] Armed Services

Marco Rubio R-FL Nay Yea Yea Yea Yes [60] co-sponsor Select Intelligence, Foreign Relations
Near Eastern. 
South Asian

Bernie Sanders I-VT Yea [61] NV Nay Nay No [62]
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Re-election 
date Subcommittees

Ben Sasse R-NE Nay Yea Yea Yea
Brian Schatz D-HI Yea Nay Nay Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016 Defense
Chuck Schumer D-NY Nay [63] Nay Yea Yea Nov. 2016
Tim Scott R-SC Nay Yea Yea Yea Nov. 2016

Jeff Sessions R-AL Nay Yea Yea Yea

Yea (5/31/16) 
"recommend 
using U.S. troops 
to implement a 
safe zone for 
refugees in Syria 
and Turkey"; 
(11/19/15) Floor 
speech calling for 
a safe zone to 
address refugee 
crisis [65]  [66] Armed Services

Jeanne Shaheen D-NH Yea [64] Nay Yea Yea

(1/20/16) SASC 
Hearing: "I like 
the idea of a no-
fly zone, but I 
don't understand 
how we do this 
without a greater 
U.S. military 
presence that we 
have used in 
Iraq." [67] co-sponsor Appropriations, Foreign Relations

Near Eastern 
and South Asia

Richard Shelby R-AL Nay Yea Yea Yea Appropriations Nov. 2016 Defense
Debbie Stabenow D-MI Yea [68] Nay Nay Yea

Dan Sullivan R-AK Nay Yea [69] Yea Yea
Armed Services, Appropriations, Homeland 
Security

Jon Tester D-MT Yea [70] Nay [71] Nay Yea

John Thune R-SD Nay Yea NV Yea

(12/8/15) Sent 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS 
[72] Nov. 2016

Thom Tills R-NC Nay Yea Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Signed 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS 
[73] Armed Services

Pat Toomey R-PA Nay Yea Yea Yea Nov. 2016

Tom Udall D-NM Yea [74]
Nay

Nay Yea Appropriations, Foreign Relations Defense

David Vitter R-LA Nay Yea Yea Yea

(12/8/15) Signed 
letter to Obama 
calling for safe 
zones to protect 
refugees from 
Assad and ISIS 
[76]

Not Seeking 
Reelection in 
2016

Mark Warner D-VA Yea [75] Nay Yea Yea Select Intelligence
Elizabeth Warren D-Mass. Yea Nay Nay Yea
Sheldon 
Whitehouse D-RI

Yea
 [77] Nay [78] Yea Yea
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Roger Wicker R-Miss. Nay Yea Yea Yea

(9/22/16) SASC 
hearing reiterates 
need for NFZ; 
(12/9/15) SASC 
Hearing:  no-fly 
zones and safe 
zones in Syria 
would allow 
people to stay in 
their own country 
rather than 
become refugees, 
and allow Syrian 
opposition 
leaders to 
exercise 
sovereignty over 
Syrian territory.  
[80] Armed Services - CSCE Co-Chair

Ron Wyden D-OR Yea [79] Nay Nay Nay Select Intelligence Nov. 2016
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