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SAC president Mirna Barq and Government Relations Director Mohammed Ghanem were 
on hand at an event keynoted by President Recep Tayyib Erdogan of Turkey this past 
weekend. Both Barq and Ghanem had the chance to express their gratitude for all that 
Turkey has done for the Syrian people on behalf of the Syrian Community.  The event 
was comprised of the inaugural ceremony for the Diyanet Islamic Center in Lanham 
Maryland, a cultural and religious center that includes a vast mosque, as well as a 
private luncheon with the President and his wife and entourage.  Many officials and 
leaders from around the U.S. were on hand for the ceremony.  
 
President Erdogan was in the U.S. for the Nuclear Summit talks along with more than 50 
International delegates. Some of the main topics addressed in his speeches and talks 
were Syria, ISIS, and terrorism. Many Syrian Americans came out to the event to show 
their support for Turkey. "I am happy to see so many of my fellow Syrian-Americans 
come out and stand together in solidarity with a country that has offered so much to 
those suffering at the hands of the Assad regime.  The company today, between the 
President of Turkey and his wife, and our fellow Syrian-Americans is one filled with 
warmth and hope” said Mirna Barq after touring the grounds. 
 
During the private luncheon, Mohammed Ghanem also had the chance to chat with 
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu.  They debriefed on several topics including 
the Turkish camp’s conversations with President Barack Obama and Secretary of State 
John Kerry during their visit. 
 

    
 
Photo-Left:President Erdogan tours the grounds in a revolution flag presented to him by 
Syrian Americans 
 



 
 
Earlier in the week, the D.C. SAC team attended an event on the Syrian refugee crisis 
held by SETA, a Turkish think tank in DC.  Mrs. Emine Erdogan spoke eloquently of what 
Turkey has offered Syrian refugees and reaffirmed Turkey’s continuous 
support.  Presenting Mrs. Erdogan was Ilyasah Shabazz, daughter of Freedom advocate 
Malcolm X, who spoke most eloquently and was happy to meet with the Syrian American 
Community.  
 

       
 

   
 
Photo-Left: The Syrian American community with Ilyasah Shabazz Photo-Far Right: The 
Syrian American community with Mrs. Emine Erdogan 
 

 
 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko was also in the U.S. in the same week for the 
Nuclear Summit meetings.  The Ukrainian President took special time out to head to a 
rally at the Holodomor Memorial, a memorial dedicated to the millions of victims of the 
1932-1933 genocidal famine in Ukraine, ordered by Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin.  There 



he laid a wreath in remembrance of the victims and spent time talking to his Ukrainian 
constituents and others.   
 
SAC took the opportunity to stand in solidarity with Ukraine at the rally as both 
Ukrainians and Syrians ail from the wrath of Russian President Vladimir Putin.  
 
SAC's Omar Hossino & Shlomo Botls met the President at the rally and presented him a 
letter on behalf of Mirna Barq, president of the Syrian American Council.   
 

   
 
View the letter below 
 
 

 
The Syrian American Council team was glad to spend the time with allies of 

Syria who understand and share the struggle of Free Syrians. 
 
 

 
As always, we thank you for your support!   

 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter 
 
March 31st, 2016  	 
	 

President Petro Poroshenko 	 
Presidential Administration of Ukraine 	 
11 Bankova Street Kyiv, Ukraine 01220   	 
	 

Dear Mr. President:  	 
	 
Five years ago this month, the Syrian people took to the streets to demand freedom, 
igniting a revolution against five decades of Assad family tyranny backed by the Putin 
regime. Two years ago last month, the Euromaidan Revolution also took to the streets, 
ultimately overthrowing the Russian backed-Viktor Yanukovych and beginning 
Ukraine’s transition to a free and democratic government integrated within Europe and 
the West. In both cases, Putin and his backers responded with horror and brutality.  	 
	 
In Syria, over half a million have been killed by the regime’s barrel bombs, chemical 
weapons, torture, and starvation tactics, contributing to what is the worst humanitarian 
crisis since World War II. Since September of last year, Russian aircrafts have directly 
targeted schools, hospitals, and humanitarian aid convoys at a horrifying scale. According 
to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, since late September 2015, Russian 
airstrikes in Syria have killed over 2,300 people, including 792 civilians and 180 
children. In Ukraine, Putin responded to the popular revolution by brutally invading and 
illegally occupying the Crimean Peninsula—an action condemned by 100 United Nations 
member states—and by invading and occupying additional Ukrainian territories, in the 
process killing over 9,000, and displacing more than one million.  	 
	 
Because we share a common enemy, the struggles of Syrians and Ukrainians should unite 
us in our opposition to tyranny and oppression. Yet in the name of realism and short-term 
political calculations, the remainder of the world continues to abandon both peoples in 
our long struggles.  	 
	 
As Syrian Americans, we stand firmly with Ukraine against Putin’s aggression and stand 
with the right of the Ukrainian people to live in a peaceful, free, and democratic state. 
Similarly, we are disappointed with the weak policies of the Obama Administration and 
the Western world which have allowed Putin to continue in his path.   	 
	 
As I write this letter to you, the Ukrainian hero Nadiya Savchenko remains a political 



prisoner in Russia, detained on false charges in complete disregard with due process and 
broader human rights principles. We stand with Ukraine in calling for the immediate 
release of Savchenko—an outspoken voice for Ukraine and against the actions of Putin in 
Syria. We also call for the immediate release of other Ukrainian political prisoners in 
Russian jails.   	 
	 

In a letter from jail last October, Savchenko wrote:  “Putin, to satisfy his own ego and 
immortalize himself in history, invaded Crimea. So that the international community 
would forgive him this violation of international law, he signed his people up for a 
second Afghanistan in Syria. Russian statesmen have never shunned paving the way for 
themselves with human lives on the path to absolute power…    
 
I cannot understand rulers like Bashar Assad, who knows that if he left the government, 
then the international community could agree on joint action for the benefit of his people. 
Instead, he keeps his seat like lice on a host. At the time, Yanukovych and his 
government made the same mistake. Had they made a conscientious decision in time, so 
much blood would not have been shed in Ukraine.”  	 
	 
As Syrian Americans, we will continue to advocate that the United States adopt a 
stronger policy against Russia’s aggression in Eurasia and the Middle East. If the United 
States does not begin to curb Putin's aggressions immediately, it will have to do so under 
much more adverse circumstances and at a much higher cost. Inevitably, the Middle East 
will become even more unstable than at present, while Eastern Europe faces an 
increasingly similar threat. We endorse increasing significant lethal assistance to the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces, as well as expanding the Fearless Guardian II training program. 
It is past time that the United States also intensify sanctions against Russia, including 
measures like banning Russia from the SWIFT banking system until Putin begins to 
respect international law and cease his regime’s violations.   	 
	 
In the spirit of our similar interests and experiences, we also urge Ukraine to endorse a 
no-fly zone to protect civilians in Syria from Assad and Russia’s bombardment and to 
establish a safe haven for refugees. Such measures will ensure that millions of refugees 
are saved from the fatal attempted journeys to the shores of Europe.  	 
	 
We are certain that Putin’s aggression will not stop with the cases of Ukraine and Syria. 
Together, we must ensure that policymakers in the United States and Europe understand 
this. Appeasing Putin will only continue to encourage him to intervene in and destabilize 
countries and territories across the globe, threatening not only the lives of those affected, 
but also, the stability of the entire world.  	 
	 



Sincerely,  
Mirna Barq, 	 
President, Syrian American Council	  


