
Individualized Funding for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder   
 
A re-elected Saskatchewan Party government will begin introducing individualized 
funding for pre-school children under the age of six who are diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  
 
Beginning in 2017-18, individual annual funding of $4,000 will be provided to parents of 
these children. This is a first step. The eventual goal is to provide individualized annual 
funding of $15,000 to $18,000 annually and school children under the age of 18 with 
funding of $4,800 annually.  
 
This change will give parents flexibility to access and pay for the specific services they 
believe their child needs.  
 
It is currently estimated that approximately 650-800 children under the age of six have 
ASD, although many cases go undiagnosed before children reach the age of two.  
 
The Government of Saskatchewan currently provides $8.1 million in funding for ASD 
through the Ministry of Health, which includes $5 million for professional medical support 
and consultants in health regions. ASD supports are also provided through the Ministries 
of Education and Social Services.  
 
To help in the transition towards an individualized funding model for ASD services in our 
province a Saskatchewan Party government will establish a working group of 
stakeholders to review jurisdictions such as British Columbia, which has already 
introduced individualized funding. The working group will provide recommendations to 
government on issues like:  
 

 Ensuring there are sufficient professional practitioners and other support 
providers for pre-school children with ASD in communities across the province;  
 

 How best to support school aged children, both in the school system and with an 
individualized funding model; and  

 

 How existing funding for ASD in Saskatchewan can be most effectively utilized 
and integrated within a new individualized funding model. 
 

To begin the transition to individualized funding, a Saskatchewan Party government will 
introduce and increase funding to pre-school children with ASD as follows:  
 

 2017/18: $4,000 per child under the age of six.  

 2018/19: $6,000 per child under the age of six. 

 2019/20: $8,000 per child under the age of six. 

 

Cost:  

 
Assuming an annual average of 700 children under the age of six receive funding: 
2017/28: $2.8M 
2018/19: $4.2M 
2019/20: $5.6M 



Saskatchewan Party Record:  

 

 Since 2007, funding for ASD has grown from $500,000 to $8.1 million annually. 
 

 Last year’s 2015-16 Budget included $485 million for people with disabilities. Overall 
funding to assist persons with disabilities has doubled since 2007 – providing a 
cumulative total of over $2.7 billion to support persons with disabilities.   

 

 Enhancements to the Disability Tax Credit have provided an additional $27 million in 
tax relief to persons with disabilities since 2007. 
 

 Over $62 million was directed to address the 440 person waitlist for services for 
people with intellectual disabilities left behind by the NDP.  

 

 In 2009, the Saskatchewan Party Government created the Saskatchewan Assured 
Income for Disability (SAID) program:   
 

o Last year’s budget included almost $185 million for SAID, a $14 million 
increase from the year before.  
 

o There are now over 14,000 people enrolled in the program. 
 

 


