WAI WAI NU B I O G R A P H Y
ABOUT WAI WAI NU
Wai Wai Nu is a democracy, human rights, and women’s rights
advocate from Myanmar. Deeply moved by the escalating
violence in her country, Wai Wai Nu established the Women
Peace Network in 2012 as a platform to build peace and
mutual understanding between Myanmar’s different
ethnicities and to advocate for the rights of marginalised
women. Part of this work includes campaigning to reduce discrimination and
hatred among Buddhist and Muslim communities and to improving the human
rights situation of her people, the Rohingya.
Wai Wai Nu spent time as a political prisoner in Yangon’s Insein Prison linked to
her father’s career as an elected Member of Parliament for the political
opposition. Wai Wai Nu was arrested in 2005 and sentenced to 17 years in
prison alongside her mother, sister, and brother. Her father, Kyaw Min, was
sentenced to 47 years. In each case, the trial was held behind closed doors and
without legal representation.
After seven years in prison, Wai Wai Nu and her family were released under a
presidential amnesty. Since her release in 2012, Wai Wai Nu has graduated from
the law degree she had begun at the time she was arrested and has dedicated
herself to working for democracy and human rights.
Wai Wai Nu is a key voice for Myanmar’s human rights and democracy
movement, dedicated to ending the violence, oppression, and discrimination
faced by the Rohingyan people.
Wai Wai Nu has also founded two NGOs in Myanmar – Justice for Women and
Women Peace Network - as well as the Yangon Youth Center which is dedicated
to teaching young people leadership in social, politics and peace-building.
Wai Wai Nu’s advocacy has led to her receiving numerous awards and accolades
including being listed on BBC’s list of Top 100 Women in 2014 and being named
one of the Next Generation Leaders in the World by Time Magazine in 2017.

WAI WAI NU B I O G R A P H Y
KEY DATES AND TIMELINE
• 1990: Kyaw Min, Wai Wai Nu’s father, elected Member of Parliament (for the
political opposition led by Aung San Suu Kyi)
• 1993: Left Rakhine State and moved to Yangon with her family after Kyaw Min
faced continual harassment by the authorities
• 2005: Arrested as an 18-year-old law student and sentenced to 17 years
(without trial) in Yangon’s Insein Prison alongside her family (her father received
a sentence of 47 years; he was 60 years old at the time)
• 2012: Released from prison along with family and hundreds of other political
prisoners under the new government led by President Thein Sein
• 2012: Founded Women Peace Network, Yangon
• 2013: Graduated with Bachelor of Laws (LL.B) – Yangon East University
• 2013: Co-founded Justice for Women, Yangon
• 2014: Awarded the N-Peace Award
• 2014: Named one of the "100 Top Woman" by the BBC
• 2015: Awarded “Democracy Courage Tributes 2015” by World Movement for
Democracy
• 2015: Founded Yangon Youth Center
• 2015: Recognised as one of the 100 inspiring women by Salt Magazine
• 2015: Named as one of the top 100 World Thinkers by Foreign Policy Magazine
• 2015: Founder My Friend Campaign – social media campaign promoting
tolerance and pluralism
• March 2017: Listed as one of the Next Generation Leaders in the world by
Time Magazine
• 2017-2018: Undergoing Master of Laws (LLM), University of California,
Berkeley

Wai Wai Nu will be in Australia from
25 Sept. - 18 Oct. 2017.
Wai Wai Nu will visit Sydney, Melbourne,
Perth, Brisbane, and Canberra.
More information: Karine Laroche - 0434 046 354

