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Media Release 
 
 

Thursday 22 October, 2015 
VFF back Save Our Voices Campaign 

THE Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) has thrown its support behind the Save Our Voices campaign.  
 
The VFF Policy Council, at its recent meeting moved a resolution in support of the campaign initiated by 
Australia’s four independent regional broadcast networks – Prime, WIN, Southern Cross Austero and 
Imparja to bring about changes to media laws that are out of date and making local broadcasting 
unviable.  
 
VFF President, Peter Tuohey said “the loss of local broadcasting and in particular local news further 
reduces the services available to rural residents.”  
 
“As well as the loss of local news weather, sport and community services content, a loss of broadcasting 
cuts an effective means of advertising for local businesses.”  
 
The Save Our Voices campaign is aimed at bringing about change to media laws that have not kept 
pace with technology.  
 
If the laws aren’t changed the impact will mean more local services and jobs could be cut,” Mr Tuohey 
said.  
 
“Many of the regular faces seen on national news broadcasts learnt their trade in regional news rooms 
and provide an understanding of rural issues in national news programs.” 
 
“Rural Victorian’s rely on local and community news to shine a spotlight on their corner of the world. We 
need to invest in our regional news, not gut them,” Mr Tuohey said.  
 
“Local stories of innovation, farmer ingenuity, sporting triumphs and rural mental health are just some of 
the many stories our local news broadcasters provide. The good, the bad and the ugly stories are what 
make community news just that.”  
 
The laws that regulate rural media were created before the internet, smartphones or tablets allowed 
every media outlet to be accessible widely across reginal areas.  
 
“Just as farmers have had to drive efficiencies to remain viable, local broadcasters need a capacity to 
react to the changing markets,” Mr Tuohey said.  
 
The current media laws discourage investment in local broadcasting, limiting the ability of broadcasters 
to serve rural and regional communities, whilst allowing metro media players to overrun regional 
markets.   
 
The VFF believes media reform is needed. “Without change, local news, local jobs and local voices will 
continue to be lost and one day could disappear altogether.”  
 
VFF encourages its members to support the Save Our Voices campaign by visiting 
www.saveourvoices.com.au  and signing a pledge of support, or sending a letter to your MP calling for 
media reform. 
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