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  “It was compassionate, it was humane, it was right and good”

In a sermon in October 2018 the Rev Craig Kilgour, an Interim Moderator in a 
Presbyterian Church in New Zealand, spoke about the death of his 47 year old nephew 
by voluntary-assisted dying in Canada in 2018. A few excerpts follow:  

• “Five years ago my nephew was diagnosed with an aggressive melanoma on his face. 
He had surgery which twisted his face, radiations that destroyed hearing in one ear 
and affected his swallowing and numerous chemotherapy sessions that left him sick. 
He was given experimental drug treatments. The best treatment he could have in 
Canada. He was able to have medical cannabis to help him sleep and control the 
pain” [and the right to voluntary-assisted dying which is legal in Canada which he 
ultimately elected].

• “You occasionally hear opponents use the slippery slope argument, but this argument 
has been used for every social advance we have made in society: giving emancipation 
to people of colour, votes for women… decriminalizing homosexuality and same sex 
marriage. We are making society more permissive but more humane”.

• “We are not talking about taking life, we are talking about releasing it. Embracing 
individual choice is the mark of a mature nation. As we become more empowered as 
individuals, we need laws out of compassion for people wanting to die. I’m in favour 
of the freedom to choose”.

• [Speaking of his nephew’s death] “It was compassionate, it was humane, it was right 
and good. And the family are very proud and humbled with the courage he showed in 
his battle with cancer. And to me no one has the right to be critical and judgmental of 
the choice he made. For me and my family this is not a philosophical debate, it is not 
a theoretical debate, it is a reality and it was right and my nephew was fortunate he 
lived in Canada.

          Reference:                      
For the full transcript of Rev Kilgour’s sermon see: https://christiansforvad.org.au/rev-                                                                                    
craig-kilmour-new-zealand-sermon-my-nephew-had-an-assisted-death-in-canada-it-was-compassionate-
it-was-humane-it-was-right-and-good/



SAVES was established in 
1983 to campaign for legal, 
medically assisted voluntary 
euthanasia. The aim is to 
end suffering by providing 
choice in dying.            
SAVES works in the 
community and with 
Members of Parliament to 
achieve law reform.    

saves.asn.au

South Australian Nurses Supporting Choices 
in Dying
facebook: SA Nurses Supporting 
Choices in Dying
We are a group of passionate nurses 
who believe in our patient’s right to 
choose the end of life care they wish. 
The group provides a forum for the 
nursing voice and perspective on legalising voluntary 
euthanasia and other patient choices in end of life care. 

Doctors for Assisted Dying Choice
drs4assisteddyingchoice.org

We are a national organisation of Australian 
medical practitioners, both current and retired, 
who are committed to having a legal choice of 
providing information and assistance to rational 
adults, who, for reasons of no realistic chance of 
cure or relief from intolerable symptoms, would 
like to gently end their lives. 

Assistance may be by doctor provision of 
medication for the patient to consume, or by 

             doctor-administration.

              Respecting rational patient end-of-life choices

Christians Supporting Choice For Voluntary 
Euthanasia       christiansforve.org.au
We are Christians who believe that, as 
a demonstration of love and 
compassion, those with a terminal or 
hopeless illness should have the option 
of a pain-free, peaceful and dignified 
death with legal voluntary assisted 
dying / voluntary euthanasia. This is 
strongly supported by the majority of Australian Christians. 

SAVE-YA  Syndicated Australian Voluntary 
Euthanasia Youth Advocates 

   Facebook: Support SAVE-YA Law Reform
A national youth lobby group which aims to provide a youth 

voice in support of legalising voluntary 
euthanasia in all States and Territories.                                 
Members between ages 18 and 35 are 
encouraged to join, make contact with 
their local MP and inform them of their 
support for voluntary euthanasia law 
reform.

MY BODY MY Choice-VE
facebook.com/pages/MY-BODY-MY-Choice-VE

MBMC provides a voice for people with disability in the VE 
reform debate. MBMC represents the interests of people with 
disabilities who wish to exercise choice in all aspects of their 
life, including choice at the end of life, 
with the view that choice and control 
are a fundamental human right for 
everyone.

MBMC argues that people with 
disabilities know how it feels to lose 
personal autonomy through their 
ongoing fight for self-determination, 
independent living and disability rights. 

 MBMC believes that people with disabilities, who have 
struggled to control their own lives and bodies, must be allowed 
to maintain control and autonomy throughout their life, 
especially at its end.

 Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying
   facebook: Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying

 
  Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying is 
  an advocacy group promoting the rights of 

    people to make decisions regarding their 
                end of life wishes.

                              

To go without pain, without trauma, without breaking the law, 
without endangering others and without suffering. To go gently, 
peacefully and with dignity.              

We support good palliative care, encourage the use of Advance 
Care Directives and advocate for law reform to legalise the choice 
for voluntary euthanasia and voluntary assisted dying.                                                  

                 

 Lawyers for Death with Dignity      
      saves.asn.au/lawyers                           

Lawyers for Death with Dignity acknowledges 
the need for people with profound suffering 
to have the legal choice for a medically 
assisted and dignified death. 

The current law says suicide is not illegal, 
but assisting suicide is. People in a 
terminal state may have profound, 
unbearable suffering and be in the 
undignified position of being unable to end their life without 
assistance. 

Advances in medicine have improved life expectancy, but South 
Australian law has not changed to reflect the often forgotten 
deterioration in quality of life that a longer life expectancy may 
bring.   


