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End of Life Choice

Australian medical students support voluntary assisted dying

The Australian Medical Students’ Association (AMSA) is the peak representative body
for Australian medical students who will soon be the new generation of medical
practitioners. Their website states:

* ‘Voluntary assisted dying (VAD), encompassing both euthanasia and physician-
assisted dying (PAD), is becoming increasingly important and relevant within the
health sphere’.

* ‘AMSA believes individuals with an incurable physical illness that creates unrelieved,
unbearable and profound suffering should have the right to choose to die with dignity
in a manner acceptable to them, and should not have to suffer beyond their wishes.
AMSA, in principle, supports legalising VAD”.

* The association states that there is a large deficit of peer-reviewed research
surrounding the attitudes of Australian medical professionals towards voluntary
euthanasia or VAD. The most recent peer-reviewed published data was a 2007 survey
of Australian general practitioners and specialists from Victoria, which revealed that
53% of doctors believed VAD was appropriate in the right circumstances.

* More recent indicators of Australian doctors’ overall opinion towards the involvement
of the medical profession in VAD has relied on informally published opinion polls.

* AMSA’s position on VAD arguably represents a generational shift towards a more
patient-centered approach from that of the Australian Medical Association
(representing approximately 30% of doctors) which opposes patients having the
choice of an assisted death.

References:
-See website https://www.amsa.org.au/ for Policy on Voluntary Assisted Dying https://
www.amsa.org.au/sites/amsa.org.au/files/Voluntary%20Assisted%20Dying%20%282018%29.pdf
-Australian Medical Association Position Statement ‘Euthanasia and Physician Assisted Suicide’ 2016
https://ama.com.au/system/tdf/documents/
AMA%20Position%20Statement%200n%20Euthanasia%20and%20Physician%20Assisted%20Suicide
9%202016.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=45402
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The aim is to end
Compasion or sffering e
The freedom to choose & /= : : ‘ 7 | SAVES works in the
Add reto thercall » community and with
SRR TR R ' A Members of Parliament
to achieve law reform.

SAVE-YA Syndicated Australian Voluntary

Euthanasia Youth Advocates
Facebook: Support SAVE-YA Law Reform drs4assisteddyingchoice.org

A national youth lobby group which aims to provide a youth . o )
voice in support of legalising voluntary We are a national organisation of Australian

euthanasia in all States and Territories. medical practitioners, both current and retired,

Members between ages 18 and 35 are who are committed to having a legal choice of

encouraged to join, make contact with providing information and assistance to rational

their local MP and inform them of their _ adults, who, for reasons of no realistic chance of

support for voluntary euthanasia law N cure or relief from intolerable symptoms, would
| reform. like to gently end their lives.

Doctors for Assisted Dying Choice

. .- . . Assistance may be by doctor provision of
Christians Supporting Choice For Voluntary medication for the patient to consume, or by

Euthanasia  christiansforve.org.au doctor-administration.

We are Christians who believe that, as

a demonstration of love and

compassion, those with a terminal or
hopeless iliness should have the option §
of a pain-free, peaceful and dignified :
death with legal voluntary assisted ’
dying / voluntary euthanasia. This is Lawyers for Death with Dignity acknowledges

strongly supported by the majority of Australian Christians. the need for people with profound suffering

- - : to have the legal choice for a medically
South Australian Nurses Supporting Choices| | assisted and dignified death.

in Dying

Respecting rational patient end-of-life choices
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MBMC provides a voice for people with disability in the VE
reform debate. MBMC represents the interests of people with
disabilities who wish to exercise choice in all aspects of their
life, including choice at the end of life, A Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying is
with the view that choice and control | B an advocacy group promoting the rights of
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everyone. | S O @™ endoflife wishes.

MBMC argues that people with
disabilities know how it feels to lose
personal autonomy through their
ongoing fight for self-determination,
independent living and disability rights.

MBMC believes that people with disabilities, who have We support good palliative care, encourage the use of Advance
struggled to control their own lives and bodies, must be allowed Care Directives and advocate for law reform to legalise the choice
to maintain control and autonomy throughout their life, for voluntary euthanasia and voluntary assisted dying.

especially at its end.

Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying

facebook: Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying

To go without pain, without trauma, without breaking the law,
without endangering others and without suffering. To go gently,
peacefully and with dignity.




