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What now for VADSA?
With the passage of the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Bill 2020 in June, members may well ask about 
any future role for VADSA. The primary aim of 
the society since its inception in 1983, and as 
published on the back page of each edition of this 
Bulletin has been:

A change to the law in South Australia so that 
in appropriate circumstances, and with defined 
safeguards, death may be brought about as an 
option of last resort in medical practice. These 
circumstances include the free and informed 
request of the patient and the free exercise of 
professional medical judgment and conscience 
of the doctor. 

However, as highlighted in other Australian 
jurisdictions which have passed laws ahead of 
SA, there is still much work to be done following 
successful legislation.
For example, Victoria passed their legislation in 
2017, and Dying with Dignity Victoria played a 
key role in this success. Since then the society 
continues to provide ongoing information, 
education and guidance to the Victorian 
community and the health sector regarding 
various medical and legal aspects of the new 
law. They monitor and report on the outcomes 
of implementing the legislation. Western 
Australia passed their VAD law in 2019, with 
implementation beginning on 1st July 2021. The 
Dying with Dignity WA website notes that it is in 
the process of reflecting on its specific roles for 
the future. These may include providing assistance 
to Care Navigators, acting as signature witnesses, 
and preparing for the review of the Act following 
two years of implementation. On 23 March 2021, 
Tasmania became the third Australian State with 
a VAD law, with Royal Assent granted on the 

22ndApril 2021, and will obviously focus on the 
future role of their society.
VADSA will consider how best to continue its 
important work: providing education and guidance 
to the community and the health sector in different 
ways during the implementation process and 
beyond. We will keep members informed. 

The VADSA website
While this Bulletin aims to keep members 
informed on a regular basis, the VADSA website is 
the best way of keeping up to date with key issues 
in a much more timely manner. Anne Bunning, 
VADSA’s Policy Director, was instrumental in 
setting up this informative site which includes 
valuable resources such as the latest news, 
personal stories, and recent research. One set of 
resources is the 117 newsletters which were sent to 
MPs each parliamentary sitting week from 2014 on 
issues critical to law reform. Page 9 of this edition 
reproduces newsletter number 116 which was sent 
to MPs to reassure them just before the vote. The 
VADSA website is regularly updated and well 
worthwhile accessing at www.vadsa.org.au

National News

Western Australia

[Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are 
advised that the following story contains the name 
of a deceased person. She and her family have 
given explicit permission for her name to be used].
On 30th July Go Gentle Australia reported that 
a 63 year-old terminally ill Perth woman had 
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become the first identified Western Australian 
to use the state’s VAD law. One of the first to be 
assessed under WA’s Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Act, Mary-Ellen Passmore, a Wongatha-Yamatji 
woman, died in Perth on 29th July from motor 
neurone disease (MND). The family described her 
death as “beautiful”.
Read the story on SBS Online: https://www.
sbs.com.au/nitv/article/2021/07/30/im-peace-
aboriginal-grandmother-among-first-use-was-new-
voluntary-assisted-dying

Queensland

Voluntary Assisted Dying was introduced into 
Queensland Parliament by Premier Annastacia 
Palaszczuk on 25th May 2021. Health Minister 
Yvette D’Ath explained “These laws are being 
developed at the same time as we’re advancing 
our election commitment to invest $171 million 
to deliver more palliative care options across 
Queensland.” The VAD Bill is now in the hands of 
the Health Committee for a 12 week consultation 
period before it will be debated by MPs in 
September. Over 100,000 people have signed 
a Change.org petition started by Queensland 
advocate Tanya Battel to send a clear message to 
all MPs prior to the debate which began on 14th 
September.
The chair of the Health and Environment 
Committee, Mr Aaron Harper MP, Member for 
Thuringowa, stated in the August 2021 report:

I can say with great confidence we have listened 
to and heard from Queenslanders on the issue of 
voluntary assisted dying and on the Bill, which 
at its very core is aimed to give choice to people 
suffering at end of life in a kind, compassionate, 
safe and practical way. After hearing from 
so many Queenslanders, who told us of their 
support for a voluntary assisted dying scheme, 
I can report, we are recommending the Bill be 
passed. 

UPDATE: The Bill was passed on September 16th!

New South Wales

In July, Alex Greenwich, the independent 
Member for Sydney, released his draft Voluntary 

Assisted Dying Bill 2021, allowing for a period 
of consultation with his parliamentary colleagues 
and key stakeholders before he introduces it into 
NSW Parliament. The draft legislation has already 
received the endorsement of key stakeholders 
including the Health Services Union (HSU), 
Council on the Aging NSW (COTA), Older 
Women’s Network NSW (OWN), Cancer Voices 
NSW and the Australian Paramedics Association 
NSW.
Mr Greenwich has written to all members of 
parliament providing the Draft Consultation 
Bill, offering expert briefings, and seeking their 
feedback. Included in each package were personal 
testimonies from their own electorates. These 
stories, gathered by Dying with Dignity NSW, 
emphasise the urgency of this law reform. He 
offered all members of parliament the opportunity 
to co-sponsor the bill and has already welcomed 
cross-party support from across the parliament. 
Dying with Dignity NSW states that a new analysis 
of data collected in the 2019 Vote Compass 
survey shows that voters in every NSW electorate 
overwhelmingly support VAD laws. The data 
also shows majority support across different 
religions and political persuasions, including in 
conservative-leaning electorates. The bill is a 
conservative VAD model, limited to people who 
are terminally ill and whose extreme suffering 
cannot be alleviated. 

International news
The World Federation of Right to Die Societies 
reports that in late June, MP Liam McArthur 
(Liberal Democrats) lodged a Bill to change 
the law on VAD in Scotland. This would allow 
terminally ill people who have lived in Scotland 
for 12 months or more to gain access to VAD. 
The Scottish Parliament has already rejected two 
previous attempts in 2010 and 2015, initiated by 
the late Margo MacDonald. 
The promoters of the Bill now hope to have 
the numbers required for its passage at Scottish 
parliament in Holyrood Edinburgh. The Sunday 
Times is campaigning for law change, and public 
polling reveals that 86 per cent of Scots want the 
Scottish Parliament to examine the issue, and 75 

2



VADSA 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Voluntary Assisted Dying SA (VADSA) holds public meetings twice yearly at:

The Box Factory 59 Regent St South, Adelaide
The next public meeting will be the AGM on

Sunday November 14th at 2.15 pm
Guest speaker will be Hon Stephen Wade MLC, Minister for Health and 

Wellbeing.

Mr Wade will discuss the implementation phase of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2020. 
Business will include the President’s and Treasurer’s reports, and election of office bearers 

for a period of one year. Written nominations for official positions must be received by 
Friday 5th November 2021.

The meeting will be conducted under the COVID 19 protocols applicable on the day, with 
refreshments planned to be served if possible.

*As numbers are restricted please contact VADSA to register  
your interest in attending. 

per cent want the process completed within two 
years. Liam McArthur MP argued:

I have long believed that dying Scots should be 
able to access safe and compassionate assisted 
dying if they choose, rather than endure a 
prolonged and painful death… The current 
blanket ban on such assistance is unjust and 
causes needless suffering for so many dying 
people and their families across Scotland. If you 
have reached the limits of palliative care and 
face a bad death, none of the current options 
available to you in Scotland represent an 
acceptable alternative to a peaceful, dignified 
death at home.

VAD and better resourced 
palliative care 
The increased funding to palliative care 
across international jurisdictions following 
the introduction of VAD legislation has been 
well documented. Palliative Care Australia 

commissioned research into the impact of 
voluntary assisted dying legislation on palliative 
care funding around the world. Their 2018 report 
states:

An assessment of the palliative care sectors 
following the introduction of assisted dying 
for each of the in-scope jurisdictions provided 
no evidence to suggest that the palliative 
care sectors were adversely impacted by the 
introduction of the legislation. If anything, in 
jurisdictions where assisted dying is available, 
the palliative care sector has further advanced.

The four parliamentary inquiry committees into 
VAD held in South Australia, Victoria, Western 
Australia and Queensland acknowledged the 
reality that palliative care cannot relieve all 
suffering. They also recognised that any VAD law 
must work in tandem with increased palliative care 
resources. 
Both the Victorian and Western Australia 
governments committed to increased funding for 
palliative care alongside their VAD legislation. As 
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noted by Palliative Care Victoria, and confirmed 
in documents from the Victorian Government, 
additional funding for palliative care since the 
passage of the VAD Act (2017) included $62m 
in 2017, $43 million in 2018-2019; and in 2020-
2021 a further $75million was granted in recurrent 
funding over four years. (VADSA Newsletter 113).
The Western Australian Government also provided 
$17.8 million to improve palliative care services 
and to deliver on the recommendations of the Joint 

Select Committee Report on End of Life Choices. 
This included: 
• $9 million towards an additional 10 

inpatient palliative care beds in the northern 
metropolitan suburbs;

• $6.3 million for the expansion of community 
based services across both metropolitan and 
regional Western Australia to better meet 
demand; and $2.5 million for enhancing 
rural and regional palliative care services by 
improving governance. 

More than 61 full-time equivalent staff will be 
employed over a phased approach across regional 
Western Australia as part of the McGowan 
Government’s $41 million end of life choices and 
palliative care services package as included in the 
2019-20 State Budget.
References

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/
McGowan/2019/10/Massive-boost-for-palliative-care-
services-across-Western-Australia.aspx
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/saves/pages/23/
attachments/original/1620276736/Newsletter_113_
Palliative_Care_Funding_Increases_in_Victoria.
pdf?1620276736

Faith leaders supporting VAD
Newer VADSA members may not be aware of the 
role of the group Christians Supporting Choice 
for Voluntary Assisted Dying which was formed 
in 2009 by the late Rev. Trevor Bensch and fellow 
Christian Ian Wood. The group has members from 
Uniting, Lutheran, Baptist, Anglican, Church 
of Christ, Presbyterian, Seventh Day Adventist, 
Unitarian, Catholic and Quaker denominations. 
People without a religious belief are also welcome 
as members. 
Its principal activity is to send letters to Members 
of State Parliaments when a Bill relating to VAD 
is being debated; arguing that many Christians 
support choice, ‘holding it to be consistent with 
Jesus’ message of love and compassion’. Mr Wood 
has been very active and influential in Australian 
campaigns for law reform across the different 
states.
Moves in both the UK and Scottish parliaments 

DONATIONS TO VADSA

Donations may be made as a one off 
gift, or a regular monthly donation. 
All donations over $2.00 are fully 
tax deductible. A general donation 
or regular or monthly donations are 
greatly appreciated. Your gift will work 
towards the alleviation of suffering. 
A receipt will be issued for taxation 
purposes. Please let us know if you do 
not want a receipt.

Bequests
Different wording is used for a 
bequest of a specific sum or the whole 
of an estate. The wording for a gift 
of a specific sum is: ‘I bequeath to 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Inc. the sum 
of $......’ If you wish to leave your entire 
estate to VADSA the wording would 
read: ‘I give and bequeath the whole 
of my real and personal estate to 
Voluntary Assisted Dying SA Inc’. 

VADSA is staffed entirely by 
volunteers. Since its formation in 
1983 as SAVES, VADSA has worked 
towards and achieved law reform that 
enables a compassionate and humane 
response to unbearable and hopeless 
suffering. It’s work to educate, advise 
and monitor legislation is ongoing.

Thank you!
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to legalise VAD have prompted leading VAD 
advocate and Minister of Maidenhead Synagogue, 
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain, to reflect on how and 
when he changed from opposing law reform to 
supporting it. He explained that when he became 
a rabbi in 1980, he felt that nobody had the right 
to ‘play God’, and reflected the usual views of 
opponents against what they deem to be ‘state 
sanctioned murder’.
However, as a congregational rabbi one of his 
duties is to visit seriously ill people, both in 
hospices and hospitals, and at their homes, and the 
reason for his change of view was that:

One day I entered a hospice room to find a 
man kneeling on the bed, doubled over, face 
down with his head between his legs. He was in 
unspeakable agony from stomach cancer and 
nothing he could do would ease it. His wife was 
sitting beside the bed in silent tears, helpless. 

He and other UK faith leaders have formed a 
new advocacy group, The Religious Alliance 
for Dignity in Dying, which includes prominent 
figures from a range of churches. Rabbi Romain 
chairs the new group, with their aim to “challenge 
the inaccurate view that people of religious faith 
are flatly opposed to assisted dying”. 
He states “My experience is that many members 
of the clergy in all religions are sympathetic to 
the idea, and that the overwhelming majority of 
worshippers. Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus 
and other faiths support it”. 
References

Christians Supporting Choice for Voluntary Assisted Dying: 
see website https://christiansforvad.org.au/about-us/
Rabbi Jonathon Romain: see https://www.dailymail.co.uk/
news/article-9727153/Rabbi-Jonathan-Romain-deserve-right-
dignity-compassion-death.html
Romain, J 16th June 2021 The Daily Mail

A heartfelt ‘thank you’
VADSA gives a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to  everyone 
who donated to support our most recent campaign 
for law reform. It was only the benefit of these 
donations, including one generous bequest, that 
allowed VADSA to undertake the wide-ranging 
and costly advocacy, media and communications 

activities that were critical in the lead up to the 
parliamentary vote. Donors can be assured that 
they played a major part in legislative success.

VAD and religiosity in Australia
A new report from the Rationalist Society of 
Australia (RSA), compiled by RSA Research 
Fellow Neil Francis, highlights that the majority 
of even religious Australians increasingly support 
VAD. By 2019, three quarters of Catholics, four in 
five Anglicans and Uniting Church / Methodists, 
and almost half of minor Christian denominations, 
supported legalising VAD. 
Even among the most devout, less than half 
disagree with law reform. Across all non/religious 
categories, strong support outweighed strong 
opposition by a factor of ten to one. Therefore, 
while headline rates of attitudes toward VAD 
remain similar from year to year, the underlying 
strength of support for VAD has increased, and 
opposition has diminished, including amongst 
Australia’s most religious. 
The RSA report notes that while there are 
obviously many factors at play in elections, 
following the Victoria’s Labor government 
sponsoring of a VAD bill in 2017, and Western 
Australia in 2019, both governments were re-
elected with increased majorities. This appears to 
put lie to the common assumption that legalising 
VAD is a vote-loser. Church leaders who continue 
their efforts to stymie law reform on issues such as 
VAD, gender equality, and reproductive rights are 
shown to be out of step with parishioners. 
This was acknowledged by  Michael Kirby AC 
CMG, former High Court judge, international 
jurist and educator who argues in the Foreward to 
the report: 

I support religious liberty. Indeed, I demand 
it for myself. But like most Australians I 
also support a secular state and understand 
that religious liberty is not absolute. Those 
who ignore the Australian values revealed 
throughout this compendium betray our nation’s 
commitment to a ‘fair go’ for all. 

Read the full report here: https://rationalist.com.au/
religiosity-in-australia/    

5

November 2021



Advocating for Territory rights
In 1995, the Northern Territory became the first 
jurisdiction in the world to legalise voluntary 
assisted dying. The law came into force in mid-
1996, about the same time that federal Liberal MP 
Kevin Andrews introduced a Private Member’s 
Bill in the Commonwealth Parliament that would 
ban the territories from legislating for VAD. 
The so-called Andrews Bill passed in 1997, 
approximately nine months after the NT laws came 
into force. Over this time, four people accessed the 
VAD law. 
The Commonwealth has absolute power over 
the territories, which allowed it to overturn the 
legislation less than a year into its existence and 
to prevent the NT and ACT making similar future 
laws. Protests against the Bill were unsuccessful 
and it passed 38 votes to 33.  
When ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr named 
his new cabinet in Nov 2020, he included the new 
position of Human Rights Minister, which was 
to be held by Tara Cheyne. Her role would be to 
lead the Government’s advocacy for the right of 
the community to decide its own VAD laws. There 
have been numerous attempts to revoke the bill in 
the past two and a half decades. The closest the 
Andrews Bill has come to being overturned was in 
2018, when David Leyonhjelm’s push to repeal it 
was defeated by just two votes in the Senate.
In April 2021, The Australia Institute surveyed 
a nationally representative sample of 1,434 
Australians about their attitudes to VAD. 
Respondents were asked if they supported or 
opposed the Commonwealth allowing territory 
governments to legalise VAD within their 
jurisdictions. The survey revealed that:

• 76 per cent support the Commonwealth 
allowing territory governments to legalise VAD 
within their jurisdictions, including 45 per cent 
who strongly support the proposal. 

• support is high among voters of all parties, with 
74 per cent of Coalition, 80 per cent of Labor, 
77 per cent of Greens and 73 per cent of One 
Nation voters all supportive. 

• support is somewhat lower among 
Independent/Other voters, although 67 per cent 
support it, while only 18 per cent oppose.

The Canberra Times reported that Labor leader 
Anthony Albanese backs the move, arguing that 
the Territories are mature enough to debate the 
issue. 
References:

Barlow, K ‘Territory Rights: ACE, NT mature enough to 
debate VE, Albanese says’ Canberra Times, 23rd August 
2021
Read the Australia Institute report: https://australiainstitute.
org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Polling-April-2021-
Voluntary-assisted-dying-and-the-territories-Web.pdf

Overview of Australian VAD laws
Professors Ben White and Lindy Willmott from 
QUT’s Australian Centre for Health Law Research 
are experts in VAD law and have conducted related 
research for over 20 years. This research examines 
a broad spectrum of the legal, ethical, political and 
practical issues associated with VAD. 
They recently synthesised this research into a 
publicly available, two page policy briefing. This 
was released as Queensland and NSW politicians 
prepare to consider new VAD laws. The briefing 
which can help inform future debate has nine key 
points which are expanded on in the briefing:
1.  Australia should have VAD laws: they are 

ethical and VAD can be safely regulated.
2.  VAD laws must be evidence-based and 

consistent with intended policy goals.
3.  There is now a broad “Australian VAD model” 

but each jurisdiction should pass a law most 
appropriate for its circumstances.

4.  Designing VAD laws requires seeing how the 
entire legal framework operates.

VADSA Bulletin is available by email

Please consider this option to reduce postage 
costs. Email info@vadsa.org.au to receive 
future editions by email.

Thank you.
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5.  “Piling on” ad hoc safeguards to already sound 
VAD laws does not make laws safer and can 
make them worse.

6.  VAD systems must be workable so that 
eligible patients can access VAD.

7.  The Commonwealth Criminal Code must be 
changed: it is an unjust barrier for patients 
seeking VAD and their doctors [referring to 
phone and online communication]

8.  Institutions should not have power to prevent 
their patients or permanent residents from 
accessing VAD.

9.  Effective implementation of VAD is 
challenging but very important.

For further information see the following:
Reference

Queensland University of Technology ‘VAD policy briefing 
distils 20 years of research’ 16th August 2021 https://www.
qut.edu.au/study/law/news?id=178269

National Seniors survey reveals 
high level support for VAD laws
National Seniors is a not-for-profit membership 
organisation and advocacy group created to give 
older Australians a strong national voice. In 2017, 
National Seniors sought to devise policy positions 
that reflected, as best as possible, the views, values 
and beliefs of older Australians. It included a 
question concerning VAD in the organisation’s 
advocacy survey that year. The survey asked 
respondents: “Do you support legislating to allow 
medically assisted dying?” Nationally, of the 5,619 
respondents, 66.5 per cent answered “Yes”, 17.2 
per cent answered “No”, and 16.3 per cent were 
“Unsure”.
In 2021 National Seniors Australia surveyed more 
than 3,500 members for their views on VAD and 
found that there is now 86 per cent support for the 
option for people with a terminal illness. There 
was also 67 per cent support for those who are not 
terminally ill, but who are suffering intolerably 
from chronic or debilitating illness. Older 
respondents (70 years and older) were more likely 
to oppose VAD in both scenarios than younger 
seniors (50-69 years). Respondents who had an 

advance care plan were more likely to support 
VAD than those who did not. Kiki Paul, Go Gentle 
Australia’s CEO, said the survey was yet more 
evidence that Australians, no matter their age, 
support choice at the end of life:

Senior Australians, more than most, understand 
the desperate need in the community for 
compassionate voluntary assisted dying laws…
Like all Australians, they want a say in the 
circumstances of their death should they be 
diagnosed with a terminal illness. Most of all 
they want the choice not to suffer needlessly…
Four Australian states have already passed safe 
and compassionate laws that give terminally ill 
people this autonomy and control. Now it’s time 
for Australians in Queensland, NSW and the 
Territories to be allowed the same choice.

One of the report’s authors, Professor McCallum, 
said that many of the comments were powerful and 
went beyond just the legislation:

We received more comments than other studies 
had, from respondents who supported VAD 
provisions because of people taking their own 
lives in distress and causing family grief.

References:

Orthia L., Hosking D., Ee N., McCallum J. (2021) The 
Quality of Death? Senior Australians’ Views on Voluntary 
Assisted Dying. Canberra, ACT: National Seniors Australia
Read more about the survey and the resulting report ‘The 
Quality of Death: Senior Australians’ Views on Voluntary 
Assisted Dying’ at https://nationalseniors.com.au/uploads/
VAD-Report-correct-month-12.8.21.pdf

The World Federation of Right to 
Die Societies

Founded in 1980 the World Federation of 
Right to Die Societies is an international 
federation of associations that promote 
access to voluntary assisted dying. It 
holds regular international meetings on 
dying and death. The World Federation 
consists of 57 right to die organizations 
from 28 countries. 
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VADSA Bulletin
VADSA urges its members who can use email to 
please elect to receive the Bulletin by this means. 
The printing and posting of hard copies is a major 
budgetary expense for the society which seeks to 
keep membership costs low. The email address to 
change to email delivery is info@saves.asn.au 
Thank you very much!

The World Federation of Right to 
Die Societies
VADSA is part of a global network of like-minded 
societies. Across the world there are 72 Right to 
Die Societies, 57 of which, including VADSA, are 
official members. The wide-ranging role of the 
federation is to:
• disseminate current information and 

educational materials about self-determined 
end of suffering and life;

• facilitate international conferences on end of 
life issues to promote cooperation between, and 
support to, member societies; 

• utilize the experience and expertise of 
professionals already lawfully assisting people 
to die to foster our global aims;

• where requested, assist interested groups and 
individuals to establish Right to Die Societies 
in countries where such societies do not 
currently exist;

• support requests for publicity-seeking activities 
including civil disobedience in the countries of 
the member societies;

• links networks of lawyers interested and 
involved in this area of law with the aim of 
sharing experiences and expertise from court 
cases which can be used by member societies 
in situations of juridical examination to draft 
new laws or change assisted dying laws.

A reflection
On one occasion during the many vigils and 
gatherings on SA Parliament House steps in 
support of the recent campaign, a VADSA 
member was handed the  following reflection. It is 
reproduced here to honour both the writer and their 
loved one:

“For Mavis

Have you ever watched a loved one die?
Have you ever felt the pain and cried?
It is only then you would understand how helpless 
you feel when it is out of your hands
They say you are lucky if death comes quick
Or if it’s sudden without being sick
Well then what do you say of a prolonged death?
When suffering is all you see until that final breath
I saw true sadness in my wife’s eyes
The pain of her mother’s prolonged goodbye
The guilt, the helplessness the question why?
No help when we need it most
No help to die”.
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	Safety	and	security	in	Australia’s	Voluntary	Assisted	Dying	model
Former	Supreme	Court	Judge	and	inaugural	Chair	of	the	Voluntary	Assisted	Dying	Review	Board	in	
Victoria,	Be@y	King,	has	provided	an	insight	into	the	safety	and	security	systems	built	into	Victoria’s	
voluntary	assisted	dying	program,	which	has	become	the	basis	for	the	Australian	model.	With	a	
background	in	criminal	law,	Be@y	King	is	a	former	member	of	the	NaHonal	Crime	Authority	and	as	a	
judge	ran	the	gangland	trials	in	Victoria.	She	is	well	versed	in	understanding	safeguards	and	security	
and	idenHfying	potenHal	flaws	in	any	system.

• “The	process	required	to	comply	with	the	legislaHon	is	extremely	detailed	and	it	is	this	detail	and	
the	comprehensive	informaHon	requirements	that	provide	so	many	of	the	key	safeguards	for	the	
public	in	relaHon	to	abuse	of	this	process,”	she	told	a	webinar	hosted	by	PalliaHve	Care	South	
Australia	last	Tuesday	1	June.

• Eight	forms	must	be	completed,	submi@ed,	checked,	approved	and	then	reviewed	by	the	VAD	
Review	Board;	a	separate	VAD	Permit	is	issued	aTer	all	the	paperwork	is	checked	by	the	Secretary	
of	the	Department	of	Health	

• All	forms	are	submi@ed	online	through	the	VAD	portal	with	the	process	designed	to	ensure	there	
can	be	no	tampering	with	any	forms	

• Compliance	and	ensuring	the	request	is	voluntary	are	the	areas	of	most	concern	to	the	public,	and	
the	13-member	VAD	Review	Board	monitors	and	reviews	compliance	and	‘voluntariness’	with	great	
care

• There	are	mulHple	safeguards	to	ensure	the	request	for	VAD	is	voluntary	and	without	coercion,	
including:	the	doctor	being	prohibited	from	menHoning	VAD	as	part	of	an	end	of	life	treatment	
plan;		the	two	assessing	doctors	being	VAD	trained	and	a	Fellow	of	a	College;	the	extensive	and	
detailed	requirements	for	the	medical	assessment;	confirmaHon	by	two	independent	witnesses;	
the	request	to,	and		assessment	by,	two	pharmacists;	the	requirement	for	the	medical	pracHHoners	
and	pharmacists	to,	at	every	stage	of	the	process,	inform	the	applicant	that	they	can	withdraw	
their	request;	the	required	Hme	difference	from	the	first	to	final	request;	that	the	applicant	is	
required	to	voluntarily,	independently	and	formally	request	VAD	at	least	six	Hmes

• The	mulHdisciplinary	VAD	Review	Board	reviews	each	case	aTer	every	death	and	no	abuse	of	the	
system	has	been	idenHfied	in	the	first	two	years

• Applicants	report	that	the	process	of	requesHng	and	being	assessed	for	VAD	is	painstaking	and	
difficult

• Faith-based	insHtuHons	which	do	not	support	VAD	have	a	policy	to	‘not	impede’	a	paHent’s	request
• The	substance	is	delivered	to	the	person	by	two	pharmacists,	who	spend	upwards	of	two	hours	

with	the	person	explaining	the	process,	checking	their	understanding,	their	decision-making	
capacity,	and	that	the	request	is	voluntary

• 32%	of	applicants	assessed	as	eligible	in	Victoria	do	not	use	the	VAD	substance,	but	in	Be@y	King’s	
words,	“it	means	it	is	achieving	its	purpose,	giving	people	a	choice	…	with	people	feeling	they	get	
some	control	back	by	having	the	substance”

• Decision-making	capacity	is	assessed	during	each	consultaHon	by	medical	pracHHoners,	in	a	similar	
way	to	the	requirement	for	medical	pracHHoners	to	constantly	assess	decision-making	capacity	in	
all	discussions	about	treatment	opHons	and	end	of	life	treatment;	the	two	pharmacists	also	assess	
decision-making	capacity	and	if	they	assess	that	the	paHent	is	not	competent,	the	substance	will	
not	be	dispensed

• 90%	of	people	who	request	VAD	in	Victoria	are	in	palliaHve	care.	
Be@y	King’s	hour-long	presentaHon	can	be	viewed	on	the	PalliaHve	Care	South	Australia	website	at	
h@ps://pallcare.asn.au/webinars/
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Voluntary Assisted Dying Partnerships
By mid- 2021 every state in Australia had passed, or will be debating, a law to give people a 
compassionate choice to end their suffering.

12 million Australians now live in a state where VAD is legal.

VADSA partners with organisations and individuals in Australia and overseas who work 
to achieve legal voluntary assisted dying. Voluntary Assisted Dying South Australia is our 
facebook page. The page contains current information about developments around Australia 
and the world.
A Peaceful End facebook page is run by Angie Miller who became a VAD campaigner after 
the distressing death of her father over an extended period.
Accessible Voluntary Assisted Dying facebook page provides information on VAD, with a 
focus on equitable access to a medically assisted death for people isolated by distance or 
disability.
Advocacy Groups listed below represent different interest groups who advocate for VAD 
law reform.
• Doctors for Assisted Dying Choice
• South Australian Nurses Supporting Choices in Dying
• Christians Supporting Choice for Voluntary Assisted Dying
• Voluntary Assisted Dying Youth Advocates
• Lawyers for Death with Dignity
• Paramedics Supporting Choices in Dying
• Accessible Voluntary Assisted Dying

Go Gentle Australia was established by Andrew Denton to support VAD law reform.
The Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation supports VAD.
The website DyingForChoice was established by Neil Francis, a Melbourne based VAD 
advocate which provides important information and counters misinformation about VAD.
The World Federation of Right to Die Societies is based in The Netherlands. Its website 
includes links to societies around the world working towards legalising assisted dying.
VADSA’s state and Territory Partners - each state and territory has an active group supporting 
VAD law reform
• Dying with Dignity NSW
• Dying with Dignity Victoria
• Dying with Dignity Tasmania
• Dying with Dignity Western Australia
• Dying with Dignity Qld
• Northern Territory Voluntary Euthanasia Society
• Dying with Dignity ACT

Advance Care Directives are a valuable tool to provide guidance to medical professionals and 
carers on your end of life wishes. Contact Service SA on 13 23 24 for further information.
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Voluntary Assisted Dying South Australia Inc. Membership Form

Office Use 
Database Treasurer Changes Letter 
 

SA Voluntary Euthanasia Society Inc  - Membership Form 

Print and post or join online at https://www.vadsa.org.au
 
□ New Membership □ Renewal 

Surname, including Mr/Mrs/Ms etc 

 

Given Name(s)  

 

Address  

Suburb/Town & Post Code  

Telephone  

Email address  

Year of Birth (Optional)  

 

Membership Payment: 
Annual membership is due at the end of February.  Payment for two or more years is welcome, and 
is calculated by multiples of the annual fee – please mark accordingly 
□ $30.00 Single Membership ($15.00 concession) ----------------- 
□ $40.00 Couple Membership ($20.00 concession) -------------------- 
□ $350.00 Life Membership Single 
□ $500.00 Life Membership Couple 
□ Additional Donation to support the work of VADSA--------------------------- 

TOTAL --------------------------------- 
 
Payment Options: 
Cheques and money orders made payable to SAVES and send with this form to: 

□   VADSA Membership Officer, PO Box 2151, Kent Town SA 5071 

Or pay by Electronic Funds Transfer: 

□   People’s Choice Credit Union   BSB 805 050   Acct number 102500039  
      Voluntary Assisted Dying SA 

PLEASE LODGE THIS FORM, along with EFT payment advice either via email to info@vadsa.org.au 
or via Australia Post  

How did you hear about us?  ________________________________________________________ 

Do you have an area of expertise that could be of help to VADSA?   __________________________ 

Do you wish to receive the Bulletin by post or email?------------------------------------------------------- 

SAVES' members support the society's primary objective which is a change in the law, so that in 
appropriate circumstances and with defined safeguards, death may be brought about as an option 
of last resort in medical practice. These circumstances include the free and informed request of the 
patient and the free exercise of professional medical judgement and conscience of the doctor. 

SAVES IS NOT ABLE TO HELP PEOPLE END THEIR LIVES  

VADSA’s members support the society’s primary objective which is a change in the law, 
so that in appropriate circumstances and with defined safeguards, death may be brought 

about as an option of last resort in medical practice. These circumstances include the free 
and informed request of the patient and the free exercise of professional medical judgement 
and conscience of the doctor. VADSA IS NOT ABLE TO HELP PEOPLE END THEIR LIVES.



Committee: 
President Frances Coombe  
Vice Presidents Julia Anaf 
 Kip Fuller  
  

Hon. Secretary / Minutes Secretary Frances Greenwood 
Hon. Treasurer Jo Hayhurst
Membership Officer Elice Herraman
Information Officer Kip Fuller

Patrons Emeritus Professor Graham Nerlich  
 Emeritus Professor John Willoughby
   

Telephone  Frances Coombe 0421 305 684

Internet  www.vadsa.org.au 

VADSA’s Primary Objective: 
A change to the law in South Australia so that in appropriate circumstances, and with defined 
safeguards, death may be brought about as an option of last resort in medical practice. These 
circumstances include the free and informed request of the patient and the free exercise of 
professional medical judgment and conscience of the doctor. 

VADSA Bulletin is published three times a year by Voluntary Assisted Dying SA Inc (VADSA). 
Letters, articles and other material for possible publication are welcome and should be sent to 
VADSA Bulletin Editor, PO Box 2151, Kent Town SA 5071. 

The statements and views expressed by contributors do not necessarily represent VADSA 
official policy. Material in this publication may be freely reproduced provided it is in context 
and given appropriate acknowledgement. 

Editor: Julia Anaf

12


