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2020 was the year many
Sacramentans and residents of
other cities discovered Sutter’s
Landing Regional Park. During
the summer, new visitors
flocked to the beach, double
and triple over past years. They
came from as far away as the
East Bay and Napa and
Sonoma counties to escape the
wildfire smoke. Like local
families, they brought their
children to the Landing for its
sandy beaches sloping gently
into the shallow, slow-moving
river. People came to swim and
sunbathe, and stand up on
paddle boards.

Acorn Woodpeckers are Warriors
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There was a downside to the
summer crowds, though. So
many new visitors stressed the
landscape. Some added to the
impact by cutting new paths or
trees for illegal fires, letting their
dogs run unchecked, or leaving
trash on the beach.
In response, members of
Friends of Sutter’s Landing
(FOSL), Save the American
River Association, and
neighborhood volunteers
Continued on Page 3

View of the lower 20 acres of the Kassis Property

BY STEPHEN GREEN

Trumark Homes, a Missouri-based
developer, plans to build 244 houses on the
Kassis Property, one of the last open spaces
adjacent to the American River Parkway.
Currently, the property is in escrow and
would close if the developers proposed plan
is approved by the Rancho Cordova City
Council.
The Kassis Property covers 41 acres. It lies
north of Folsom Boulevard and west of
Rod Beaudry Dr. The 21 acres on the upper
plateau (alluvial terrace) just north of
Folsom Boulevard are vacant farmland
which is suitable for development and
offers views of the Parkway.
The other 20 acres on the lower basin of
the property are on the American River
floodplain.
A coalition of Rancho Cordova residents
has formed a steering committee and is
working to stop the development on the
lower 20 acres. They hope to maintain it as
a wildlife sanctuary which could be added
to the Parkway. This parcel is of special
importance for its connection to William B.
Pond Recreation Area, Arden Island and
River Bend Park. Across from the property
are heron and egret rookeries.

The property includes an historic walnut
orchard which has been idle for years and
has become lush habitat for wildlife
including deer, bobcats, foxes, owls,
Swainson’s Hawk which has been
classified as a Threatened Species by the
California Fish & Wildlife Commission,
and Bald Eagles which are classified as
Endangered. The property also provides
access to the river for people who sport
fish.
In 1973, 30-foot public easements for
biking and hiking were established on the
property from Mira Del Rio Dr. to Stirling
Park Dr. and down into the lower basin
walnut grove to connect to River Bend
Park.
The easements were created as part of an
agreement between Sacramento County
and the late John Kassis in exchange for
him being allowed to build his mansion
within the setbacks of the Parkway. The
home continues to loom over the
Parkway. But the current owners have
placed fences across the easements. And
the City of Rancho Cordova has not acted
on numerous requests to remove the
fencing for the public easement access
promised.

Continued on Page 2
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For thousands of years, Nisenan Native
Americans lived in this area.
Archaeological sites have been
documented on and near the property.
In 1844, William Alexander Leidesdorff
was granted a Spanish land grant on
35,000 acres south of the river that
included the Kassis Property. He called
it Rancho Rio de Americanos. The Pony
Express passed through this property
and the historic Immigrant Trail ran
along the upper plateau. The property
also was the site of some of the earliest
ranches in the area.
“Wiping out this refuge in order to build
million-dollar homes overlooking the
river would be travesty,“ said nearby
resident Carl Salmonson. It should be
preserved for the benefit of the wildlife
living there, the residents of Rancho
Cordova and the thousands of people
who use the Parkway each year,
Salmonson added.
The development proposal currently is
under study by Rancho Cordova’s
planning staff for submission to the City
Council for approval. Rancho Cordova
is one of the few cities in the state that
does not have a planning commission.
The decision regarding the property’s
future rests with the City Council.
Trumark’s proposal calls for building
retaining walls 4-to-6 feet high on the
lower 20-acre basin parallel to the river
and approximately 15 feet from the river
bluff edge. That would be done to
elevate the floodplain. The developer
would then build about 100 two-story
homes on the site, 24 of which would be
next to the Parkway.
Save the American River Association
(SARA) has partnered with people who
are opposing the development. SARA
representatives will have an active role
once hearings are scheduled.

Native American artifacts found in a garden near the Kassis Property

Salmonson has produced a video on the
property. It can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/s8o8Eu087No
The developer has proposed
abandoning the public easements.
SARA and members of the
neighborhood steering committee are
asking Sacramento County citizens to
contact the Rancho Cordova City
Council members and urge them to
unblock the public easements now.

Here is contact information for the
council members.
Garrett Gatewood, Mayor
ggatewood@cityofranchocordova.org
Donald Terry, Vice Mayor
dterry@cityofranchocordova.org
David Sander
dsander@cityofranchocordova.org
Linda Budge
lbudge@cityofranchocordova.org
Siri Pulipati
spulipati@cityofranchocordova.org
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decided to lead by example.
Beginning on July 3, they turned out
with trash pickers and buckets, and
handed out litter bags to visitors. It
was clear that this would not be a one
-time event. There was too much to
do.
Sutter’s Landing was so popular it
was necessary to walk the parking lot
and beach daily to keep them picked
up. FOSL also reached out to
Sacramento County and Sacramento
City Parks for support. Quickly, the
City replaced a cluttered group of
trash cans with a larger trailer of
sufficient capacity.
Sacramento County Rangers
assigned a liaison to coordinate with
the FOSL team and respond to its
311 app reports in the Parkway. And
the City allowed our volunteers to

assist with weeding the raised bed
planters, restoration sites, and Park
grounds.
To enlist more of the public and to
inform, we created a flier listing the
non-emergency telephone numbers
for the city and county along with their
311 app addresses. Everyone we
engaged received a copy and
encouragement to get involved by
reporting issues and concerns.
There were unexpected benefits as
well. Volunteers who tend the same
stretch of parkway regularly not only
become familiar with it, but they also
interact more with other visitors
building community. When you
actively care for the Parkway,
strangers will approach you.

TOM BIGLIONE

It all worked. Gradually, river goers
took more care during their visits. And
a hidden cadre of longtime beach
lovers quietly continued what they
had always done, packing out more
than they brought in. What we began
in early summer continues. When we
show up, others notice and recognize
that taking care of our Parkway is a
gift we give to each other.
Thanks to the combined efforts of all,
Sutter’s Landing is on the mend. It will
always need our care and protection.
There is restoration to be done,
scarred trails to heal, and new trees
and shrubs to plant. But, for now, it is
a safe and peaceful place to enjoy
nature and paddle serenely on the
river.
If you would like to volunteer, please
email us at foslpark@icloud.com
To learn more about Friends of
Sutter’s Landing visit http://
www.sutterslandingpark.org/


Trash is an all-too-common scene after holidays at Sutter's Landing Park

www.sarariverwatch.org
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lan Wade, who spent a decade as
president of Save the American
River Association, continues to serve
on the Board of Directors and conducts
weekly water-quality tests in the Lower
American River.
He was born August 31, 1927, in
Wisconsin, to parents who were
members of pioneer Wisconsin families
and, like Alan, graduates of the
University of Wisconsin. Alan’s early
years were spent in Wisconsin, Illinois
& Michigan.
As a youngster, Alan had a paper route
and washed pots & pans in the school
cafeteria under the New Deal National
Youth Administration program.
He joined the U.S. Navy in 1945 while
still in high school and also served as a
commissioned officer in the U.S. Army
Reserve during the Korean War.
At the end of the Korean War, Alan
attended the University of Wisconsin
and earned a bachelor’s degree in
Sociology, followed by a master’s
degree in Social Work. He competed in
Track & Field at Wisconsin and earned
a letter while an undergraduate.
He received a grant to attend the
School of Social Service Administration
at the University of Chicago to work
toward a doctorate. Upon completion
of the degree in 1960, he was offered a
position as an assistant professor in the
School of Social Service Administration
and spent nine years on the faculty.
Alan was known as an activist
professor, involved in the civil rights
and welfare rights movement of the
time, and was named the 1967 Chicago
Social Worker of the Year.
Alan left Chicago to become Dean of
the newly organized School of Social
Work at what is now Sacramento State
University, marking the end of four

for the Parkway. Alan addressed an
audience of approximately 300 Parkway
supporters, and the Parkway Coalition
was formed.

Alan Wade speaks at SARA’s annual meeting

decades as a Midwesterner and the
beginning of five-plus decades as a
Californian.
Besides teaching social welfare and
public policy, Alan was active in the
community. On campus, he served
several terms as chair of the Academic
Senate and president of the faculty
union. He also served as (national)
president of the National Association of
Social Workers.
During his Sac State years, Alan spent
as much time enjoying outdoor
activities as possible, including cycling,
road running and Alpine & Nordic
skiing. Through skiing, Alan met Frank
Cirill, legendary leader of SARA.
During the mid-nineties, Frank invited
Alan to join the SARA board of
directors, immediately following Alan’s
retirement from Sac State.
Alan followed Frank as SARA
president, and served ten years in that
position. He remains a valued member
of the SARA board, is SARA’s Water
Committee Chair and is active in the
preservation of water quality in the
Lower American River.
Alan was president of SARA in 2003
when on December 26, 2003, the
Sacramento Bee’s first page headline
read: Parkway in Peril. SARA organized
an emergency public meeting, held at
the Effie Yeaw Nature Center, to rally
the community to show their support

The Parkway Coalition, consisting of:
representatives of historic Parkway
advocacy and recreational organizations;
neighborhoods adjacent to the
American River & Parkway; Sacramento
County Parks leadership; city & county
first responder organizations; and
interested members of the public. They
meet monthly to discuss issues
important to the preservation and
protection of the Lower American
River & Parkway.
In retirement, Alan serves as Legislative
Director for California State University
Emeritus & Retired Faculty & Staff. In
addition, he serves as the group’s liaison
to the Faculty Senate. Alan also is a
founding member of a land
conservation group which continues to
this day as stewards of several hundred
acres of conserved land on the
Cosumnes River in the Sierra foothills.
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19
restrictions, the gym where Alan played
handball for years, with others in his
age group, closed. Until then, Alan
enjoyed the unofficial title as the oldest
active handball player in the area.
Alan’s wife, Lynda White, also is a
SARA member, a physician’s assistant,
and someone who offers Alan constant
support and encouragement.
Alan considers his work with SARA to
have clearly been a major factor in
shaping his life. He has been a
significant and effective community
leader and valuable resource. Alan’s
service to SARA and the greater
community continues as SARA
celebrates our 60th year as the lead
advocacy organization for the Lower
American River & Parkway. 
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Clifford Anderson

Lyne Greaves

Bob & Mary Beth Metcalf

Catherine Apker

Kay & Hugh Griffin

Jennifer Miller

John Baker

Jeff & Debbie Gualco

Jerry & Eleanor Mitchell

Paul Barth

Elaine Hagopian

John Moore

Richard & Kari Bauer

Rod Hall

Richard Moore

Katie Baygell

Stephen K. Hall

Janet & Gaylord Moulds

Ronald Beecher

Richard Harrison

Kelly & Jan Nimtz

Nancy Beland

Jill A. Haslam

George Nyberg

Geri Bigelow

Robert Bernstein &
Helen Hernandez
Alan Hirsch

John & Beth Ann O'Farrell

Susan Blacksher
Dale Blunden
In honor of Rex Manseau

Ron & Carol Hoops

Mike & Pam Britton

Steve & Gale Hughart

Shelly Bromberg

John Huls

Lea Brooks

Allan James

Corey & Marcy Brown
Jody Bryan

California Fly Fishers Ultd.
John Barris

Dick & Marsha Buchen

Paul Jorjorian

Mary Ellen Carboni

Kathy Kayner

Steve & Jarmila Carrie

Gary Keill

Jack & Bonnie Cauzza

Pamela Kennedy

Valarie Cazaux

Thomas Kidwell

Richard Chin

Claudia Kirkpatrick

Kelly Cohen

Joseph Klun

Betty Cooper

Ralph & Marjorie Koldinger

Ruth Bertsch & Dave Cassel

Paula Kuhlman

Alison Harvey & Dave Loera

Gary Kukkola

Wm. David Dawson

James Pachl & Jude Lamare

Denis De Luchi

Dr. Jeri M. Langham

Doug Dempster

Marianne Leach

Anthony DeRiggi

Charles Lindquist

Nancy Drewek

Dave Lydick

Robin Durston

Kingsley Macomber &
Mary M. Jones
Marty Maskall

Dennis & Terese Eckhart
Charles & Matilde Eggleton
Malcolm Ettin
Peggy Ewing
Rick Eytcheson
Janet Feil
Kieran & Martha Fitzpatrick
Florence Smith Frewen
Raymond Garcia
Anne Geraghty
Judy Tachibana & Steve Gibson
David Graber

John & Patsy Mc Intosh
James & Sandy McAdler
Irene Mehaffy
Dan Meier

Save the American River
Association has received
donations honoring the memory
of the following friends:

JOHN ANDERSON

Karen Olson

JANET BAKER

Michael O'Sullivan

DON BRYAN

Stewart Patrignani
William Patterson

FRANK CIRILL

Marilyn Pearce

MICHAEL FEIL

Dennis Philippart

ERIC R. GERSTUNG

James Queirolo
Clinton Roby

SALLY GRAY

Jason & Amy Rogers

PETER HAYES

Howard Ross

JIM JONES

Darryl Schmidt
Lynn Seal

PAUL MUNCH

Kathryn Shurtleff

ROBERT SCOTT PECK, MD

Felix & Elizabeth Smith
Terry Snyder
Judy Sohl
Don Spiegel
Ron & Patty Suter
Patricia Symkowick
Edie Taylor
Paul Tebbel
Warren & Mary Truitt
Alan Wade
In honor of Kathy Kayner
Wesley Walker
Lori Ward
Steve Wetzel
Charlie and Joan Willard
Tom & Diane Woodruff

SARA appreciates the support of our generous
members. Without your support, SARA would not be
able to continue our role as Guardians of the American
River and Parkway since 1961. New and renewing
members are listed in RiverWatch according to their
preference (indicated on the SARA membership/
renewal form).

Save the American River
Association frequently receives
donations in memory of lost
loved ones, many of whom were
users and supporters of the
American River Parkway. Some
donors give names. Others
prefer to remain anonymous.
SARA notifies family members
when donations are made. The
money is used to further SARA’s
advocacy work on behalf of the
Parkway. Contributions may be
made by check or online via
SARA’s website. SARA also
has a Legacy program. For
information on the program,
please contact the SARA
office. 
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ur beautiful American River Parkway provides
citizens of Sacramento County a unique

opportunity to experience riparian habitat within close
proximity of most homes throughout the county. Over the
decades, it has also been a place for homeless people to
reside without significant enforcement as alternative
housing opportunities are extremely limited.
The Parkway homeless population has grown
exponentially recently and has taken many park areas
away from legitimate use by our citizens and
wildlife. Enforcement of illegal camping regulations has
been made more difficult by a federal court requirement
that public housing must be available before a homeless
campsite can be forcibly removed from public places.
An interesting housing for the homeless solution is at
work in Eugene, Oregon. A company has created
Conestoga Huts that cost $2,500 and can be assembled
by volunteers. They are 60 square feet with insulation
and a secure lockable door.
The huts appear to be popular and give the basic shelter
needed as occupants seek counseling and job
opportunities. Tiny homes have also been tried to fulfill
this need locally, but at four times the cost. Only a small
number of units are available. To be successful, the huts
must be on a designated public site with adequate
sanitation and garbage collection. For more information
search online for: Conestoga Huts. 

Conestoga Huts

Toxic levels of a substance used to strengthen tires have been
found in several creeks draining to San Francisco Bay and
into Puget Sound, according to a study recently published in
the journal Science.
The substance is killing Coho Salmon and probably other
fish, according to government and academic researchers who
conducted the study.
“Tires are obviously ubiquitous in our society,” said Jenifer
McIntyre, an assistant professor at Washington State
University’s School of the Environment. “We expect to find
this chemical in water around the world.”
Rebecca Sutton, a senior scientist at the San Francisco
Estuary Institute, oversaw the tests in Bay Area.
“There are signs that other salmonids have some sensitivity.”
Sutton said. “There will have to be follow-up to see what
species are sensitive.”
The chemical is in a substance called 6PPD used to help
prolong tire life. As tires wear, it is released onto pavement
and then washed into creeks and rivers when rain falls. The
first fall rains can greatly increase toxic levels in nearby
waterways.
Water samples were taken in nine areas around the Bay and
toxic levels of 6PPD were found in four creeks: Pescadero
Creek in San Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties, Scott Creek in
Santa Cruz County, Rodeo Creek in Contra Costa County
and Lagunitas Creek in Marin County.
The researchers said their findings should generate much
wider studies by government agencies and academic
institutions. But it may be some years before regulators take
action to ban 6PPD use in tire production.
In California, the harmful release of chemicals is regulated by
the state Dept. of Toxic Substances Control. Two years ago,
a proposal was submitted to the agency to reduce the amount
of zinc in tires which is known to be harmful to wildlife.
Recently, the agency announced that they are preparing a
“technical document” on pollution from zinc which will be
available for public comment this spring. Once comments
are received an evaluated, the agency will make a decision on
whether to seek new regulations. 
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ome of the nastiest battles on the
American River Parkway involve a
clown-faced bird species – the Acorn
Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus).
The woodpeckers prefer oak or pine
woodlands where they live in family
colonies and cooperatively raise chicks.
The center of their range is a granary –
usually a dead tree – where they drill
holes and stuff them with thousands of
acorns which they feed on during the
winter. Some granaries have up to
50,000 holes.
When one of the adults dies, nearby
groups of non-breeding woodpeckers
form same-sex coalitions of either
sisters or brothers and go to the granary
to fight for the vacant spot. The
winners take over the site and begin
breeding.

The Pass pays for itself in 10 visits
and all funds go directly towards
maintaining and operating the 15,000acre system. For as little as $50 per
year, you can have unlimited access
and parking in the parks.

Acorn Woodpecker

ground fighting each other. Like I often
say, these birds have spears for mouths,
so they can do a lot of damage to each
other.”
Barve’s researchers also observed that
woodpeckers from other granaries fly in
and watch the battle for up to an hour
at a time.

The woodpeckers “often wait for years,
and when there’s the right time and
they have the right coalition size, they’ll
go and give it their all to win a really
good territory,” according to Sahas
Barve who led a team that studied the
birds while he was a postdoctoral fellow
at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural
History.

“They are curious birds – just like
humans watch important social events,
they do that too,” Barve said.

The battles can last for up to 10 hours a
day and stretch over several days, Barve
said. From a distance, a fight can be
heard while the birds make distinctive
“wacka wacka” calls.

Three-to-seven eggs are laid in a single
nest and the adults take turns
incubating them. The incubation period
is 11-to-14 days. The chicks leave the
nest in 30-to-32 days. There are usually
two broods yearly and sometimes three.

“When you go closer,” Barve
continued, “you see birds flying around
pretty chaotically. There are birds
posturing, so most coalitions will group
together, every now and then, and
spread out their wings on a very
prominent branch of the tree and show,
basically, who they are and that they are
together. But these conflicts are often
very violent, so you will see birds with
big injuries. So you’ll see bloodied
feathers. You can see eyes gouged out,
birds with some injuries that are
obviously fatal. We’ve seen birds with
broken wings. And also birds fall to the

Pass holders receive free daily entry
into Regional Parks and annual passes
are valid for one year from date of
purchase.

The woodpeckers have a black chin,
yellowish throat, white cheeks and
forehead, and a red cap. They grow up
to about eight inches in length. The
male’s bill is larger than that of the
female.

Besides acorns, they tend to feed on
insects, fruits, seeds, sap and
occasionally eggs of other birds.
Although trees tend to be their first
choice for granaries, they also
frequently drill holes in telephone poles,
fences posts, and the sides of houses
and sheds.
In California, they are found in oak and
pine forests along the coast, in the
Coast Range, the Central Valley and the
Sierra Nevada foothills. 

Pass Fees Are Based On Use:
Vehicle:

$50

Vehicle + Trailer or oversized
vehicle (over 22 feet):

$100

Vehicle + Horse trailer:

$75

Vehicle and small watercraft:

$80

Parks supporter pass*

$50

* This pass is for those who want to support
Parks but do not drive to Parks facilities

Where to Purchase Your Parks
Pass
 Online through the American River
Parkway Foundation Web site
arpf.org/visit


At REI stores in Sacramento,
Roseville and Folsom



Patriot Cycles in Fair Oaks



Effie Yeaw Nature Center at Ancil
Hoffman Park



Regional Park offices and park
kiosks



American River Parkway
Foundation office at the William B.
Pond Recreation Area 
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