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SAVE  T HE  AMER I CAN R IVER  ASSOCI AT I ON  

this issue  

9:30 a.m. 

Lunch will follow a presentation by 

retired Geography Professor Allan 

James: “The quicksilver curse on 

silicon valleys: Effects of hydraulic 

gold mining on California river 

sediment.” 

The meeting will also include an 

election of SARA’s 2020 Board of 

Directors. 

Lunch is donated each year in memory of 

John Harvey Carter, SARA member and 

supporter.   

 

BY STEPHEN GREEN

A  monument honoring former Save 

the American River President 

Frank F. Cirill was dedicated on Oct. 1 

near the Jedediah Smith Memorial 

Bicycle Trail on the American River 

Parkway. 

The site is downstream from the fish 

hatchery at a spectacular overlook by 

the river. 

The Sacramento County Board of 

Supervisors previously had designated 

57 acres in the area as the Frank F. Cirill 

Recreation Area – honoring the decades 

that Frank spent working to protect, 

expand and enhance the Parkway. 

Supervisor Sue Frost organized the 

dedication ceremony. Among the 

speakers were former Supervisor Roger 

Dickinson and former SARA President 

Clyde Macdonald. 

Ron Suter, retired County Regional Parks 

Director, took on the project to create the 

recreation area. He’d spent years working 

with Frank on everything from parks 

budgets to maintenance, staffing and 

SMUD Plans to Sell American River P.2 

Endangered Species Regulations are 
Threatened 

P.3 

Mute Swans are Seen on Lake Natoma P.4 

In Memoriam P.5 

Book Review: SIERRA Wildflowers: A 
Hikers Guide 
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Lisa Cirill addresses the gathering at the dedication of 
her father's monument with her mother Doris and 
brother Curtis. Photo by George Nyberg  
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T he Sacramento Municipal Utility 

District (SMUD) plans to sell 6,000 

acre feet of American River Water to the 

City of Roseville in each of the next 

three years. 

SMUD got entitlement to the American 

River water for its Rancho Seco Nuclear 

Power Plant which closed 30 years ago. 

In most years, SMUD’s surplus water 

flows down the Lower American River. 

Roseville would pay $1.5 million for the 

diverted water each year. 

The water diversion would go forward 

despite the fact that the salmon and trout 

fishery in the Lower American River has 

been devastated in recent years due to 

low water flows during spawning season 

and failed efforts control water 

temperatures. Fish don’t spawn if the 

water temperature is more than 58 

degrees. 

SMUD’s water sale brings focus to an 

issue that has been in dispute for 

decades. The American River, like most 

California rivers, has been grossly over 

allocated to water providers. The total 

consumptive water right claims to the 

American River Basin water are 

9,847,000 acre feet per year. The average 

annual runoff of American River Basin 

water is 2,620,742 acre feet per year.  

Water right claims exceed the average 

annual runoff by more than 700,000 acre 

feet each year. That’s called “Paper 

Water” which can’t be delivered if it isn’t 

there. 

SMUD has a surplus entitlement to water 

it isn’t using. SMUD should give up the 

entitlement. But neither state nor federal 

water agencies have attempted to take 

away the water right. 

Roseville claims the water will be used to 

test their groundwater recharge system. 

But Roseville has adequate water to do 

that. It appears that the real object of the 

three-year transfer is to test the U.S. 

Bureau of Reclamation water transfer 

process. In two-to-three years, we can 

expect a long-term transfer proposal to 

be put forward so that Roseville can use 

SMUD water to supply future growth. 

The water transfer also would be a 

precedent for other holders of water 

entitlements to sell surplus water. 

SMUD’s water would be conveyed from 

the Folsom Reservoir through a pipe that 

goes through Folsom Dam and then to 

Roseville. It is essential to keep as much 

water as possible in the reservoir during 

spawning season to protect a cold pool 

of water in the bottom of the reservoir. 

The cold pool is tapped when fish are 

spawning to lower the temperature in 

water flowing down the Lower American 

River. 

The Sacramento Water Forum was 

organized in 1993 with the dual goals of 

meeting regional water needs and 

protecting the American River as it flows 

through the Parkway. Both SMUD and 

Roseville were signatories to the 

agreement in 2000. 

Under the agreement, each of the area’s 

major water users agreed to limit their 

diversions from the river to specified 

amounts. Roseville agreed to limits its 

diversions from the river to 54,800 acre-

feet per year. A number of years later, 

Roseville acquired 4,000 acre-feet of 

American River water in a transfer of 

unused San Juan Suburban Water 

District water. That very controversial 

transfer was not consistent with 

Roseville’s commitment to the Water 

Forum. Roseville now wants a transfer of 

6,000 acre-feet of SMUD’s water 

entitlement annually for three years. That 

is not consistent with Roseville’s 

commitment to the Water Forum. 

Both SMUD and Roseville officials are 

aware that for a number of years fish 

have been dying in the Lower American 

River before they could spawn. The 

Pacific Fishery Management Council has 

been monitoring the problem and 

estimates that fish eggs loss has been 

numbered in the millions each year. Even 

in 2018, a good water year, the egg loss 

in the Lower American River was 

estimated at 11.6 million eggs. 

 

Continued on Page 7 
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enhancement projects. Suter worked with 

the county staff and the supervisors to 

make the Recreation Area designation 

happen. 

Frank, an avid outdoorsman and 

fisherman, joined SARA a few years after 

the Parkway was created in 1961. Over 

the years, he served in a number of 

SARA positions including president and 

president emeritus. From 1973-78, he 

was a member of the county Recreation 

and Park Commission. In 2016, he was 

inducted into the California Park and 

Recreation Society’s Hall of Honor for 

his work on behalf of the Parkway. For a 

number of years, he also managed the 

Eppie’s Great Race Triathlon on the 

American River. 

The Lower American River and the 

Parkway “would look very different today 

if it had not been for Frank’s leadership,” 

said SARA President Stephen Green. 

“Naming a Recreation Area on the 

Parkway in his honor is a fitting tribute.” 

Frank died in 2017 at age 94.    
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T he Trump Administration plans 

to roll back endangered species 

regulations so that more water can be 

shipped from The Delta to San 

Joaquin Valley farmers and Southern 

California cities – a move that 

threatens native fish that already are 

on the brink of extinction. 

The existing regulations limit the 

amount of water that can be pumped 

out of The Delta and shipped 

southward. Decades of over-pumping 

of Delta water has decimated the 

Delta Smelt population and 

threatened other species. 

As recently as last July, scientists at 

the National Marine Fisheries Service 

issued a 1,123-page biological opinion 

concluding that the proposed 

pumping increases would jeopardize 

four more species – the endangered 

winter-run Chinook Salmon, 

threatened spring-run Chinook 

Salmon, threatened Central Valley 

Steelhead Trout and endangered 

southern resident Killer Whales that 

feed on the salmon. 

Two days after the opinion was issued, 

it was pulled and a new team was 

drafted to rework it.  The new opinion 

was issued Oct. 22 concluding that 

changes in reservoir and pumping 

management would allow more water 

to the shipped south without harming 

endangered and threatened species.  

Increased pumping would begin 

January 1. 

 

Continued on Page 7 

Paul Sousa of the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service said he was pleased 

with the revisions. “There’s been a lot 

of change, a lot of negotiations…that 

allowed us to address concerns that 

were raised originally,” he concluded. 

The editorial boards of the San Jose 

Mercury News and East Bay Times 

saw it differently. 

“The push is being driving by politics 

rather than good policy, starting with 

Trump’s insistence on clearing the way 

for delivery of more water to farmers 

and his disdain for Delta 

Environmental protections,” they said 

in an editorial.  “The point person (for 

the revisions) is Interior Secretary 
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A  pair of Mute Swans (Cygnus olor) 

were recently sighted on Lake 

Natoma in the Willow Creek area. 

Frequent visitors to the lake don’t recall 

seeing them there before. 

But they have been increasing in 

numbers in parts of Sacramento 

County, said Chris Conard of the 

Sacramento Audubon Society. They 

have been breeding in Mather Lake and 

ponds around Sloughhouse and Rancho 

Murieta. 

Mute Swans were introduced in New 

York State from Europe in the 1880s 

and are classified as an Invasive Species. 

They are a serious threat to other 

wildlife, according to Dan Yparraguirre 

of the California Dept. Of Fish and 

Wildlife. And they also have been 

known to attack humans and pets. They 

cannot be imported, transported or 

possessed in California without a 

permit. 

Mute Swans are a huge bird weighing 25

-30 pounds and measuring 4-to-5.5 feet 

in length. Their wingspan is up to nearly 

8 feet. They have an orange bill with a 

fleshy, black knob and a long “S” 

shaped neck. They like shallow, coastal 

and freshwater habitats such as 

estuaries, bays, wetlands, ponds and 

lakes where they feed on submerged 

aquatic vegetation. Adult swans can eat 

up to 8 pounds of aquatic plants every 

day and often rip them out by the roots. 

That results in destruction of food and 

shelter for native waterfowl, fish and 

invertebrates. 

In spring, the swans build nests 4-to-5 

feet across in secluded habitat.   

They lay an average of 6 eggs although 

clutches of 11 eggs have been found. 

Eggs are laid at a rate of one per day, 

hatching 35 days after the last egg is 

laid. An average of only 3 cygnets per 

breeding pair survive to juvenile age. 

While nesting and brooding, the swans 

take control of an average of 4.5 acres 

and chase out or kill any native species. 

If other birds are nesting in their 

territory, the swans can destroy the 

nests and eggs. If humans, kayakers or 

canoeists get too close, they can be 

attacked. There have been reports of 

people who were feeding the swans and 

were attacked once the food was gone. 

Despite being called Mute Swans, they 

are not mute. They grunt, hiss and 

snort. They got their name due to calls 

that are quiet and don’t carry far. Their 

flapping wings make a hissing sound 

when they are in flight. 

Mute Swans are native to northern and 

central Eurasia and have been 

domesticated in Western Europe since 

the 12th Century. The swans were 

originally brought to New York’s lower 

Hudson Valley and Long Island, and 

were kept by breeders as domestics on 

the ponds of private estates. But it 

didn’t take them long to escape and 

become independent. In the 1880s, they 

also were introduced in New Zealand. 

Mute Swans on Lake Natoma. Photo by Kathy Kayner 

Continued on Page 7 



 

 

Irene Mehaffy 

Merrilee Posner 

James Queirolo 
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Lilla Strauch 

Patricia & Joseph Symkowick 

Lynda White 

Emily Wright 
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Clifford Anderson 

Don Imamura & Anna Pinon 

Mary Ellen Carboni 

Valarie Cazaux 

Baxter Culver 

Denis De Luchi 

Jim & Polly Dodds 

Charles & Matilde Eggleton 

Kieran & Martha Fitzpatrick 

Nancy Fox 

Charles French 

Alan Hirsch 

John Huls 

Steven Kahn 

Bruce & Peggy Kennedy 

Save the American River Association 

has received a donation honoring the 

memory of the following friend:  

Pat Halliday  

Save the American River Association 

frequently receives donations in 

memory of lost loved ones, many of 

whom were users and supporters of 

the American River Parkway. Some 

donors give names. Others prefer to 

remain anonymous. SARA notifies 

family members when donations are 

made.  

The money is used to further SARA’s 

advocacy work on behalf of the 

Parkway. Contributions may be made 

by check or online via SARA’s 

website.  

SARA also has a Legacy program. 

For information on the program, 

please call the SARA office (916) 

936-4555.    

P AGE  5  

SARA appreciates the support of our 
generous members. Without your 
support, SARA would not be able to 
continue our role as Guardians of the 
American River and Parkway since 
1961. New and renewing members are 
listed in RiverWatch according to their 
preference (indicated on the SARA 
membership/renewal form). 

Do Something Good and 
Lower Your Taxes 

Save the American River Association 

supporters who are more than 70-1/2 

years of age and have an individual 

Retirement Account (IRA) can make a 

Qualified Charitable Distribution (QDC) 

directly to SARA (or any qualified 

charity) and have it count as part or all of 

their Required Minimum Distribution for 

the year. 

The QDC can be up to $100,000 and it 

does not increase the IRA owner’s 

adjusted gross income for tax purposes, 

as long as the distribution is made 

directly from the owner’s IRA 

administrator and tax advisor. If you 

decide to make a QCD, consult with 

your IRA’s custodian.    

AmazonSmile 

Did you know you can support Save the American River Association every time 

you shop online at Amazon, at no cost to you? AmazonSmile is a simple and 

automatic way for you to support SARA. When you shop online at 

smile.amazon.com you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to SARA when 

we are selected as your charity of choice.    

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2987563
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WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY JOHN MUIR 

LAWS. HEYDAY BOOKS AND SIERRA 

COLLEGE PRESS. PAPERBACK $15.00.  

John Muir Laws has produced an 

outstanding field guide to 460 plant 

species in the Sierra Nevada. The 

book is illustrated in full color and 

organized by the color and size of 

the plants. Measuring 8-3/4” by 4-

1/2” inches with 114 pages, the 

book fits easily in a backpack. 

Sierra wildflowers aren’t found only 

in the spring. They bloom from early 

spring to late winter and can vary 

dramatically depending upon the 

elevation where they are found. 

Laws is a naturalist, educator and 

artist whose other books include 

“Sierra Birds” and “The Laws Field 

to the Sierra Nevada.” 

BOOK REVIEW 

Hikers will find this book to be a 

great asset. But please don’t pick 

the flowers. Leave them for others 

to enjoy.    

The Pass pays for itself in 10 visits  

and all funds go directly towards 

maintaining and operating the 15,000-

acre system. For as little as $50 per 

year, you can have unlimited access 

and parking in the parks.   

Pass holders receive free daily entry 

into Regional Parks and annual passes 

are valid for one year from date of 

purchase. 

Pass Fees Are Based On Use: 

* This pass is for those who want to support 

Parks but do not drive to Parks facilities  

Vehicle: $50 

Vehicle + Trailer or oversized 
vehicle (over 22 feet): 

$100 

Vehicle + Horse trailer: $75 

Vehicle and small watercraft:  $80 

Parks supporter pass*  $50 

Where to Purchase Your Parks 
Pass 

 Online through the American River 
Parkway Foundation Web site 
arpf.org/visit 

 At REI stores in Sacramento, 
Roseville and Folsom 

 Patriot Cycles in Fair Oaks 

 Effie Yeaw Nature Center at Ancil 
Hoffman Park  

 Regional Park offices and park 
kiosks 

 American River Parkway 
Foundation office at the William B. 

Pond Recreation Area    

Photo by George Nyberg 
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David Bernhardt, who was a lobbyist and lawyer for the 600,000-acre Central Valley 

Westlands Water District, which serves farmers who have been fighting for decades 

for more water from the Delta. Bernhardt personally argued an appeals case 

challenging salmon protections.” 

Similar regulation rollbacks were proposed during President George W. Bush’s 

administration. Environmental and fishery groups sued and successfully blocked the 

new regulations. New legal challenges are being readied to take on the Trump 

regulations. 

John McManus, president of the Golden State Salmon Association, said the new 

regulations “weaken all existing federal rules to protect Bay-Delta salmon runs.” 

California legislators anticipated that the Trump Administration would be weakening 

water and endangered species regulations. They passed SB1 (Atkins), the California 

Environmental, Public Health and Workers Defense Act of 2019 that would have 

locked into California law the federal environmental protections that were in place 

when Trump took office. But Gov. Gavin Newsom vetoed the bill, saying it was 

“unnecessary.” He promised to continue state efforts to stop attempts to weaken 

federal environment protections. 

“Shouldn’t the Newsom Administration be ready to act on their water values as 

forcefully as they do (for) gas emissions, immigrations and a host of other issues?” 

said Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla, executive director of Restore the Delta. “We find the 

state’s tepid response disappointing/disingenuous…” 

“Kathryn Phillips, chief California lobbyist for the Sierra Club, noted that Newsom 

made “bold statements” on environmental issues while running for governor. 

“He is performing so poorly in so many ways,” Phillips said. “On water policy, on 

parks, on endangered species, on new and strengthened pathways to climate action, 

on key appointments, on important legislation. Where there are opportunities to 

lead, he has been lagging or postponing. Bold statements are followed by, well, not 

much.”    

In future years, climate change will make conditions worse unless the flow standard is 

increased and more temperature controls are implemented. 

Representatives of Save the American River Association and Friends of the River have had 

meetings with SMUD board members and staff to discuss the issues. SMUD officials 

remain committed to diverting the water. 

Under the Doctrine of the Public Trust, entities with water entitlements have a 

fundamental duty of environmental stewardship to maintain and sustain natural resources 

amenities for the general welfare of our society. 

SMUD owes it to the American River and its ratepayers to do so.    

Today, Mute Swans are found from 

Washington State to New Hampshire. 

The heaviest concentrations are on the 

Atlantic Coast from Lake Ontario to 

Florida. Some eastern states have been 

attempting to eradicate them with limited 

results. 

In California, state officials have found 

the largest number in Suisun Marsh 

(Solano County) and Petaluma Marsh 

Wildlife Area (Marin and Sonoma 

Counties). 

The oldest known Mute Swan in North 

American was a male and at least 26 years, 

9 months old when he was found in 

Rhode Island, the same state where he 

had been banded. 

Hans Christian Anderson’s fairy tale, The 

Ugly Duckling, chronicles the woes and 

triumphs of a young Mute Swan that 

hatches in a clutch of duck eggs, but goes 

on to become a beautiful swan.    

Photo by Kathy Kayner 
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