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Libertarians endorse new initiative to overturn  

Prop. 19, the ‘death’ tax on California property owners 

Santa Clara County party re-elects two national chairs to local leadership 

 

SUNNYVALE, Calif.— The Libertarian Party (LP) of Santa Clara County (SCC) has endorsed the 

Repeal the Death Tax Act, a new initiative to restore the Proposition 58 protection for California property 

owners that was abolished in 2020 when a slim majority of voters passed Proposition 19.  

The endorsement took place on Jan. 29 at the LPSCC’s annual meeting, during which members 

reaffirmed their choice of two former chairmen of the national Libertarian Party and the Libertarian 

National Committee (LNC) for local leadership roles: 

 LPSCC Vice Chair Mark Hinkle served as national chair from 2010 to 2012. He is a small-business 

owner and president of Silicon Valley Taxpayers Association.  

 LPSCC Fundraising Committee Chair Mary Gingell served as national chairman from 1991 to 1993. 

She retired in 2020 from her role as Director of Development Events and Services at Stanford’s 

Hoover Institution, a public policy think tank. 

Hinkle explained that the new ballot initiative the party has endorsed would restore parents’ ability to 

leave property to their children without triggering reassessments and prohibitive upsurges in property 

taxes.  

“California’s nickname is ‘the golden state,’ but now it seems that’s only true for the politicians in 

Sacramento,” Hinkle said. “They figure that by chiseling away at our cherished Prop. 13, they can mine 

homes, farms, and ranches for even more treasure to fund their rampant, Big Government expenditures. 

Instead, it should be families who get to shout ‘eureka’ this November, if enough voters will join 

Libertarians in supporting our neighbors’ freedom to keep their parents’ and grandparents’ property in the 

family.”  

Joe Dehn, re-elected as LPSCC chair, is the Libertarian candidate for U.S. Congress, District 17. Dehn is 

campaigning on a platform of drastically cutting the size of the federal government and taxes; ending U.S. 

military involvement in other countries’ disputes; and ending domestic “wars,” such as the war on drugs, 

the war on guns, and the war on immigrants. 



LPSCC central committee members also re-elected Treasurer Alan Kaiser and Activities Committee 

Chair Bob Goodwyn. They elected Michael Melo as secretary; Brian Holtz, an elected director of 

Purissima Hills (Los Altos Hills) Water District, as chair of the campaigns committee; Cody Drummond 

as membership chair; Robert Gomez as newsletter chair; and Elizabeth C. Brierly as publicity chair.  

The party’s executive committee had previously adopted a position opposing San Jose City’s so-called 

gun-harm-reduction fee and liability insurance mandate, to be imposed on legal gun owners. Following 

the city council’s Jan. 25 majority vote in favor of enacting the ordinance, several organizations are 

considering legal action against the city on either tax law or second amendment grounds, or both. The 

council is scheduled to take a final vote on the matter on Tuesday. 

### 

About the Libertarian Party: The Libertarian Party (LP) was founded in 1971, and as it now celebrates its 50th 

anniversary, is ranked as the third largest political party in the United States. Millions of Americans have voted for 

LP candidates in elections throughout the country. The Libertarian, Democratic, and Republican parties are the only 

political parties that appeared on the ballot in all fifty states (plus D.C.) in the 2020 presidential election. Learn 

about the LP of Santa Clara County and its activities at SCCLP.org. [LINK TO EMBED: https://www.scclp.org/] 

About Joe Dehn for Congress: Joe Dehn offers a radically different alternative to the failed policies of the 

Republicans and Democrats. The 17th Congressional District spans parts of Santa Clara and Alameda Counties. 

Web site: Dehn.VoteLibertarian.us/campaign [link to embed https://dehn.votelibertarian.us/campaign/]. Media 

contact: (408) 774-1570 or CD17@DehnBase.org. 

About the Repeal the Death Tax Act: Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association is sponsoring Initiative 

No. 21-0015A1, which will restore the ability of parents and grandparents to pass property to their children without 

triggering reassessment and a massive tax increase on long-held family farms, homes, and small businesses. For 

more information, visit HJTA.org/RepealTheDeathTax.[LINK TO EMBED http://hjta.org/RepealTheDeathTax]  

Media contact: Susan Shelley at Susan@HJTA.org or (213) 384-9656. 
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