
 

 

Kindergarten-Grade 5 
 

Fatima’s Great Outdoors 

by Ambreen Tariq 

Fatima Khazi is excited for the weekend. Her family is headed 
to a local state park for their first camping trip! The school 
week might not have gone as planned, but outdoors, Fatima 
can achieve anything. She sets up a tent with her father, 
builds a fire with her mother, and survives an eight-legged 
mutant spider (a daddy longlegs with an impressive shadow) 
with her sister. At the end of an adventurous day, the family 
snuggles inside one big tent, serenaded by the sounds of the 
forest. The thought of leaving the magic of the outdoors tugs 
at Fatima’s heart, but her sister reminds her that they can 
keep the memory alive through stories–and they can always 
daydream about what their next camping trip will look like. 
  

Go Show the World, A Celebration of Indigenous 
Heroes 
 

by Wab Kinew 

Celebrating the stories of Indigenous people throughout time, 
Wab Kinew has created a powerful rap song, the lyrics of 
which are the basis for the text in this beautiful picture book, 
illustrated by the acclaimed Joe Morse. Including figures such 
as Crazy Horse, Net-no-kwa, former NASA astronaut John 
Herrington and Canadian NHL goalie Carey Price, Go Show the 
World showcases a diverse group of Indigenous people in the 
US and Canada, both the more well known and the not- so-
widely recognized. Individually, their stories, though briefly 
touched on, are inspiring; collectively, they empower the 
reader with this message: "We are people who matter, yes, 
it's true; now let's show the world what people who matter 
can do. 
  

Black Boy Joy 

by Kwame Mbalia 

From seventeen acclaimed Black male and non-binary 
authors comes a vibrant collection of stories, comics, and 
poems about the power of joy and the wonders of Black 
boyhood. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Dream Medicine Dreams 

by Lisa Boivin 

When a little girl dreams about a bear, her grandfather 
explains how we connect with the knowledge of our 
ancestors through dreams. Bear, Hawk, Caribou, and Wolf all 
have teachings to share to help us live a good life. But when 
Grampa gets sick and falls into a coma, the little girl must lean 
on his teachings as she learns to say goodbye. 
 

We All Play 

by Julie Flett 

Animals and kids love to play! This book celebrates diversity 
and the interconnectedness of nature through an Indigenous 
perspective, complete with a glossary of Cree words for wild 
animals at the back of the book, and children repeating a 
Cree phrase throughout the book. Readers will encounter 
birds who chase and chirp, bears who wiggle and wobble, 
whales who swim and squirt, owls who peek and peep, and a 
diverse group of kids who love to do the same, shouting: We 
play too! / kimêtawânaw mîna 
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Grades 6-8 
 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

by Sherman Alexie 

Junior is a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane 
Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his 
own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to 
attend an all-white farm town high school where the only 
other Indian is the school mascot. 
  

We Rise: The Earth Guardians Guide to Building a 
Movement that Restores the Planet 
 

by Xiuhtezcatl Martinez 

Xiuhtezcatl Martinez is a 16-year-old climate activist, hip-hop 
artist, and powerful new voice on the front lines of a global 
youth-led movement. He and his group the Earth Guardians 
believe that today’s youth will play an important role in 
shaping our future. They know that the choices made right 
now will have a lasting impact on the world of tomorrow, and 
people—young and old—are asking themselves what they 
can do to ensure a positive, just, and sustainable future. We 
Rise tells these stories and addresses the solutions. 
  

The Name Jar 

by Yangsook Choi 

Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what about 
when nobody can pronounce your name? Having just moved 
from Korea, Unhei hopes that American kids will like her and 
tries out new names until the day she chooses a name for 
herself in front of her classmates. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Esperanza Rising  

By Pam Munoz Ryan 

Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their 
ranch in Mexico--she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful 
home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza 
and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, 
and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza 
isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of 
acceptance she now faces. When their new life is threatened, 
Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult 
circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.  
 

The Hate You Give 

by Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the 
poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban 
prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these 
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of 
her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police 
officer. Khalil was unarmed. 
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Grades 9-12 
  

The Marrow Thieves 

by Cherie Dimaline 

In a futuristic world ravaged by global warming, people have 
lost the ability to dream, and the dreamlessness has led to 
widespread madness. The only people still able to dream are 
North America's Indigenous people, and it is their marrow 
that holds the cure for the rest of the world. But getting the 
marrow, and dreams, means death for the unwilling donors. 
Driven to flight, a fifteen-year-old and his companions 
struggle for survival, attempt to reunite with loved ones and 
take refuge from the "recruiters" who seek them out to bring 
them to the marrow-stealing "factories." 

  

The Night Diary 

by Veera Hiranandani 

It’s 1947 and India has been separated into two countries: 
Pakistan and India. The divide has created much tension and 
half-Muslim, half-Hindu Nisha doesn’t know where she 
belongs, or what her country is anymore. Nisha and her 
family become refugees and embark on a dangerous 

journey searching for home, identity, and a hopeful future. 
  

How To Change Everything 

by Naomi Klein 

A guide to climate action and justice for young readers by 
bestselling writer and climate activist Naomi Klein. What if we 
could work to protect the planet, while also taking action to 
make life fairer and more equal for the people who live on it? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lines We Cross 

by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

Michael likes to hang out with his friends and play games 
online. His parents drag him to rallies protesting against the 
refugees flooding the country. And it all makes sense to 
Michael. Until Mina, a refugee from 
Afghanistan shows up at his school and turns out to be funny 
and smart. Suddenly, things seem much more complicated. 

  
Firekeeper’s Daughter 

by Angeline Boulley 

As a biracial, unenrolled tribal member and the product of a 
scandal, eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit 
in, both in her hometown and on the nearby Ojibwe 
reservation. Daunis dreams of studying medicine, but when 
her family is struck by tragedy, she puts her future on hold to 
care for her fragile mother. Daunis must learn what it means 
to be a strong Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe woman) and how far 
she'll go to protect her community, even if it tears apart the 
only world she’s ever known. 
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