
 

SCIC’s 2022 International Development Week (IDW) 

Reading List for Global Readers  
The Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation (SCIC) presents our 2022 International Development Week (IDW) Book List. 

We want to encourage all readers to explore books from different perspectives and share them with your family and friends. 

 
Scarborough 

by Catherine Hernandez 
Scarborough is a low-income, 
culturally diverse neighborhood east 
of Toronto, the fourth largest city in 
North America; like many inner city 
communities, it suffers under the 
weight of poverty, drugs, crime, and 
urban blight. Scarborough the novel 
employs a multitude of voices to tell 
the story of a tight-knit 
neighborhood under fire: among 
them, Victor, a black artist harassed 
by the police; Winsum, a West Indian 
restaurant owner struggling to keep 
it together; and Hina, a Muslim 
school worker who witnesses first-
hand the impact of poverty on 
education. 
  

This Book Is Feminist: An 

Intersectional Primer for Feminists 
in Training 

by Jamia Wilson 
In this new feminist classic, explore 
the points where sexism, ableism, 
racism, transphobia, and sizeism 
meet. This book's focus is 
intersectional from the beginning, 
not just as an add-on. Using the 
framework of 'personal is political', 
Jamia Wilson—director of the 
Feminist Press—analyses her own 
experiences, before expanding 
outwards and drawing on stats, 
quotes and feminist firebrands to 
gain strength from.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Strangers 
by Katherena Vermette 
The Strangers brings readers into the 
dynamic world of the Stranger 
family, the strength of their bond, 
the shared pain in their past, and the 
light that beckons from the horizon. 
This is a searing exploration of race, 
class, inherited trauma, and 
matrilineal bonds that--despite 
everything--refuse to be broken. 

 
There, There 

by Tommy Orange 
Tommy Orange's wondrous and 
shattering novel follows twelve 
characters from Native communities: 
all traveling to the Big Oakland 
Powwow, all connected to one 
another in ways they may not yet 
realize.  Together, this chorus of 
voices tells of the plight of the urban 
Native American--grappling with a 
complex and painful history, with an 
inheritance of beauty and 
spirituality, with communion and 
sacrifice and heroism.  

 
I am Not Your Perfect Mexican 
Daughter 
by Erika L. Sanchez 
Perfect Mexican daughters do not go 
away to college. And they do not 
move out of their parents’ house 
after high school graduation. Perfect 
Mexican daughters never abandon 
their family. 
 

 

 

 

 
The Girl With the Louding Voice 
by Abi Dare 
The unforgettable, inspiring story of 
a teenage girl growing up in a rural 
Nigerian village who longs to get an 
education so that she can find her 
“louding voice” and speak up for 
herself, The Girl with the Louding 
Voice is a simultaneously 
heartbreaking and triumphant tale 
about the power of fighting for your 
dreams. 
 
How to be an Antiracist 
by Ibram X. Kendi 
Ibram X. Kendi's concept of 
antiracism reenergizes and reshapes 
the conversation about racial justice 
in America--but even more 
fundamentally, points us toward 
liberating new ways of thinking 
about ourselves and each other. In 
How to be an Antiracist, Kendi asks 
us to think about what an antiracist 
society might look like, and how we 
can play an active role in building it. 
 
Life In The City Of Dirty Water 
by Clayton Thomas Muller 
An electrifying memoir about the 
challenges of growing up Cree in 
Winnipeg which reflects on the 
urgent issues of Indigenous rights 
and environmental policy, from a 
nationally and internationally 
recognized activist and survivor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We Have Always Been Here: A 
Queer Muslim Memoir 
by Samra Habib 
Samra Habib has spent most of her 
life searching for the safety to be 
herself. As an Ahmadi Muslim 
growing up in Pakistan, she faced 
regular threats from Islamic 
extremists who believed the small, 
dynamic sect to be blasphemous. 
From her parents, she internalized 
the lesson that revealing her identity 
could put her in grave danger. 

 
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous 
Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and 
the Teachings of Plants 

by Robin Wall Kimmerer 
As a botanist, Robin Wall Kimmerer 
has been trained to ask questions of 
nature with the tools of science. As a 
member of the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation, she embraces the notion that 
plants and animals are our oldest 
teachers. In Braiding Sweetgrass, 
Kimmerer brings these lenses of 
knowledge together to show that the 
awakening of a wider ecological 
consciousness requires the 
acknowledgment and celebration of 
our reciprocal relationship with the 
rest of the living world. For only 
when we can hear the languages of 
other beings are we capable of 
understanding the generosity of the 
earth, and learning to give our own 
gifts in return. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, 
Death, and Hard Truths in a 
Northern City 
By Tanya Talaga 
Using a sweeping narrative focusing 
on the lives of the students, award-
winning investigative journalist 
Tanya Talaga delves into the history 
of this small northern city that has 
come to manifest Canada’s long 
struggle with human rights violations 
against Indigenous communities. 

 
A Woman Is No Man 
by Etaf Rum 
In Brooklyn, eighteen-year-old Deya 
is starting to meet with suitors. 
Though she doesn’t want to get 
married, her grandparents give her 
no choice. History is repeating itself: 
Deya’s mother, Isra, also had no 
choice when she left Palestine as a 
teenager to marry Adam. Though 
Deya was raised to believe her 
parents died in a car accident, a 
secret note from a mysterious, yet 
familiar-looking woman makes Deya 
question everything she was told 
about her past. As the narrative 
alternates between the lives of Deya 
and Isra, she begins to understand 
the dark, complex secrets behind her 
community. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homegoing 

by Yaa Gyasi 
Two half-sisters, Effia and Esi, are 
born into different villages in 
eighteenth-century Ghana. Effia is 
married off to an Englishman and 
lives in comfort in the palatial rooms 
of Cape Coast Castle. Unbeknownst 
to Effia, her sister, Esi, is imprisoned 
beneath her in the castle's dungeons, 
sold with thousands of others into 
the Gold Coast's booming slave 
trade, and shipped off to America,  
where her children and 
grandchildren will be raised in 
slavery. One thread of Homegoing 
follows Effia's descendants through 
centuries of warfare in Ghana, as the 
Fante and Asante nations wrestle 
with the slave trade and British 
colonization. The other thread 
follows Esi and her children into 
America. From the plantations of the 
South to the Civil War and the Great 
Migration, from the coal mines of 
Pratt City, Alabama, to the jazz clubs 
and dope houses of twentieth-
century Harlem, right up through the 
present day, Homegoing makes 
history visceral, and captures, with 
singular and stunning immediacy, 
how the memory of captivity came 
to be inscribed in the soul of a 
nation. 

  
 

In Partnership with 


