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Goal 8:
Develop a Global Partnership for Development
Cut in half the number of people who live on less than  
one us dollar a day and who suffer from hunger.

“We are all caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, 
tied into a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly.”        –Martin Luther King

This ComiC Takes  

PlaCe in Ghana

ConTInEnT: afriCa 

CAPITAl: aCCra 

lAnGuAGE: enGlish 

SPorT: fooTball (soCCer) 

PoPulATIon (2010): 24,233,431

The world is more connected today than it has ever been before. We are 

developing global partnerships with countries from all around the world, 

but what is important to remember is that with partnerships must also 

come fairness. Have you ever wondered how chocolate is made? In this 

comic, see how Canada and Ghana work together through fair trade to 

produce delicious chocolate, and the effects that this fair trade has on the 

farmers and workers both in Ghana and in Canada.

goal 8–related learning ideas:
1.  Students can role play a conversation between a garment maker in India and a retailer selling the garments in a fashionable shop 

in Canada. What would life be like for the garment maker in India? How much money does he/she make? How about life for the 

Canadian shop owner? How much does he/she make? Is it a fair trade between the two parties involved?

2.  As a class, organize a fair trade breakfast. Contact local businesses that supply fair trade products, and show students where the 

various imported foods in our stores actually come from. using a map of the world, mark down all the different countries that 

were involved in making the breakfast a success.

3. organize a mini mosaic at your school, celebrating cultures of the world. Include food, music, entertainment, and traditional 

clothing. Also include the eight Millennium Development Goals, human rights, and international development issues that each 

country faces. While the event is a celebration of multiculturalism, it can also be used to raise awareness and teach youth about 

their responsibilities as global citizens.

Source: Wikipedia
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Did You Know? and Glossary

DiD you know?
We’ve all seen fair trade products as we browse the grocery store shelves, but do we know what the label means? It’s a symbol that 
the product has been certified by a Fair Trade organization as having been produced under a set of principles that include fair labour 
practices and environmental regulations. Most of the raw materials we consume are grown and harvested by farmers who live in 
abject poverty. Fair trade products try to correct some of that imbalance by guaranteeing fair prices, investing in communities to 
improve quality of life, and ensuring fair treatment for the people producing raw goods. Here’s some more of what you don’t know 
about fair trade:
1.  Fair Price and Credit for Goods: organized groups of farmers are guaranteed minimum prices and can get credit for harvests 

before they come in.
2.  Fair labour Conditions for Workers: Fair trade workers must have safe working conditions and living wages. no child labour is 

permitted.
3.  Direct Trade Between Producers and Sellers: Steps are taken to eliminate middle-men, so producers are selling directly to 

consumers.
4.  Transparent Decisions: The groups of farmers must operate under democratic principles.
5.  Community Development Investment: Companies also contribute community development funds to support education, 

healthcare, and other social services.

6.  Environmental Sustainability in Production: only sustainable agricultural practices are used. no GMos are permitted.
Source: Standards & Policies. Fairtrade Canada.   http://fairtrade.ca/en/business-centre/standards-policies

Glossary
Ensure that students understand what the following terms mean, especially in relation to the eighth Millennium Development Goal. 
use this glossary to enhance your own understanding so you can explain the concepts to your students in age-appropriate terms.

Trade: is the commercial exchange (buying and selling on domestic or international markets) of goods and services. 

aid: is a term referring to the net flow of official development assistance (oDA). This is the transfer of capital, usually in the form 
of loans or grants, from governments, international agencies and public institutions of the industrialized world to governments of 
developing countries. The costs of other forms of assistance, technology transfer or provision of materials may also be included in 
the totals. The goal of the aid system is for wealthy nations to help nations that are less well off. 

debT relief: is the partial or total forgiveness of debt, or the slowing or stopping of debt growth, owed by the least developed 
nations, especially those which put more money toward paying off debt than they do toward social programs that improve 
development within a nation (such as education, health care, etc.). 

develoPinG CounTries: is a loose term used to identify poor nations, using criteria based almost exclusively on per capita 
income. The 172 countries in this group include states which are variously labelled as developing countries, underdeveloped 
countries, low- income countries, the Majority World, the South or the Third World. These nations generally have low levels 
of technology, basic living standards and little in the way of an industrial base. Their economies are mainly agricultural and are 
characterized by cheap, unskilled labour and a scarcity of investment capital. 

fair Trade: is a trading partnership based on dialogue, transparency and respect. Fair trade seeks greater equity in international 
trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of, marginalized 
producers and workers. Fair trade organizations (backed by consumers) are engaged actively in supporting producers, raising 
awareness, and campaigning for changes in the rules and practice of conventional international trade.

sweaTshoPs: are work environments in which employees work long hours at low wages under poor conditions.

Child labour: is the phenomenon of children who work. In many countries, it is considered inappropriate or exploitative if a 
child below a certain age works, except for some household chores and of course, school work. An employer is often not allowed 
to hire a child below a certain age. This minimum age depends on the country. Children are generally docile, fast, agile and above 
all, cheap and dispensable. Consequently, millions of children in developing countries toil long hours for little reward; they enjoy 
no benefits, insurance or security. Working children are more likely to suffer occupational injuries because of unsafe working 
conditions, inexperience and fatigue because most work places and machinery have been designed for use by adults. The un 
Convention on the rights of the Child, adopted in 1989, affirmed the rights of the world’s children to be protected against all forms 

of abuse, neglect and exploitation, including labour.

Source: http://www.freethechildren.com/getinvolved/educator/5d1ocs/MDGactivities_Elem.pdf
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Fair Trade Infographic
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Activiity: our World

activity: our World

purpose
1.  Begin to appreciate global inter-connections 

2.  Develop an understanding of Planet Earth as an ecosystem 

3. Take the first steps to consider the world from a citizenship viewpoint

subjeCt and grade
Social Studies/Geography; Grades 8-12

timing
1 hour

materials
Copies of Globingo worksheet

Image of the Earth or a globe

A political world map

Atlases 

proCedure
1.  Distribute worksheeT: GlobinGo and allow students to circulate freely. Encourage them to consult the world map and 

atlas. Discuss students’ findings emphasising the range of countries encountered. Discuss with students the number of countries 

they have depended on in the course of the morning. Ask them to think about their own household and what each family 

member would have done by now: getting dressed, washing, eating, travelling, using appliances etc.

2.  Explain that, in the course of the following lesson, students will embark on a journey where they will discover many new things 

about the world, how it works, and how they fit into its web of life. Above all, they will explore how people are connected to 

one another.

3.   Brainstorm what might disrupt the earth’s equilibrium, while including ideas such as meteorites, global warming, climate change, 

and natural disaster. Distinguish natural from manmade threats.

4.  Take a few minutes of silent reflection on what each student likes best about life on Planet Earth today—and also about things 

they do not like. Encourage students to examine wider issues such as ease of travel and transport, technology, availability of 

medicine, spread of disease.

5.  Ask students to list them by writing or drawing on a divided page. The group should then share ideas and record best and worst 

things. Each group extracts an agreed list of 5 best and worst things. record results on display paper. (Suggested format: design a 

globe in the center with the 5 best listed above and the 5 worst below.)

6.  Discuss results with the rest of the class and introduce the idea of responsibility—who is responsible for maintaining the good 

things and for improving the bad.

7.  Wrap up by explaining that students, by learning about the world, are earning the right to a voice as both citizens and stewards 

of the world’s resources.

Source: Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Government of Ireland. 
www.irishaid.gov.ie/uploads/Our World Our Future.pdf
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Worksheet: our World

Worksheet: our World

GlobinGo
ConneCting to the world - find a different person for eaCh global ConneCtion.  

Find someone who:

Global ConnECTionS WHiCH CoUnTRY? WHo?
ate something recently with ingredients  
from another country

Has a relative from another country

Has a piece of news about another country

Can count to five in a foreign language

Has visited another country

Can name a river in another country

Can name a desert in another country

Can name an animal native to another country

Can say “hello” in a foreign language

Can name the capital city of another country

is wearing clothes made in another country

Has read a book about another country

disCussion: 
1.  How many different countries did you encounter? 

2.  Which countries is your food imported from? 

3.  Where were your clothes made?

4.  The world is an interconnected web of trade—how often do you think this trade is fair and just?
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Activiity: A Fair Share of the Profits

activity: a Fair Share of the Profits 
purpose
To help students learn about ‘who gets what’ in international trade and to develop their skills of enquiry.

subjeCt and grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8

timing: 
1 Hour

materials
Photocopies of the job cards on page 5 (see link below). Students in the same group will need copies of the same job card.

Two large-scale drawings of a banana for class display. one should be blank, the other divided into sections according to the income 

received by different groups (as illustrated).

proCedure:
1.  Divide the class into five groups. Each group will take on one role. Give each group enough job cards for each student to be able 

to see one.

2.  Put up the large blank drawing of a banana and tell the class it costs 30 cents. 

3.  Ask each group to decide what ‘share’ they should earn of the total banana price. They should consider the amount of work 

involved, what their job entails and the expenses they have to meet. 

4.  After five minutes ask each group to present its case. Write the amounts on the banana. 

5.  If the total comes to more than 30 cents, hold a discussion between the groups and get them to negotiate a division of income 

between themselves. 

6.  now reveal the actual division of income by showing the banana drawing marked up with the true income of each group. 

7.  Discuss the following points: 

• Who gets what?  

• How do the growers feel?  

• What division would be fairer?  

• How could the growers get a better deal?

Source: Change the World in Eight Steps. Oxfam UK. 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/ change_the_world_in_eight_steps
Click on Goal 8: Build a global partnership for development – information and activities

10%

growers

10%

wibdC

20%

wholesaler
30%

shipping, importing  
and paCking Company

30%

retailer
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Worksheet: A Fair Share of the Profits

Worksheet: a Fair Share of the Profits
market share job Cards

Grower: 
You are a small farmer who grows bananas. After planting it takes nine months before the bunches of bananas are ready to cut 

down. During that time you must protect them against damage from the weather, pests and pesticides by covering the bunches 

with plastic sheets. You must pay for the plastic, fertilizer, and pesticides. When the bananas are ready to pick,you cut them down 

with a large machete (knife) and pack them in boxes.Then you drive them to the port in your pick-up van.

windward island banana develoPmenT ComPany: 
You are a new company, owned half by your Windward Island governments and half by the island’s grower’s associations.You are 

the vital link between farmers and the outside world.You work to get a good price for the farmers’bananas and cheaper prices 

for the shipping.You buy pesticides, fertilisers, boxes and plastic sheeting in bulk,which the farmers can then buy from you.You 

offer advice about banana growing and can help arrange insurance. The Windward Islands are a group of islands in the southern 

Caribbean.

shiPPinG, imPorTinG and PaCkaGinG ComPany: 
Your company transports the boxes of bananas in refrigerated ships. The voyage from the Caribbean to the uK takes about six 

days. once the bananas arrive in the uK, you organise the transportation, insurance, tax and customs clearance. Bananas are then 

ripened and packed in your factory.They have to be ripened in special rooms and kept in constant temperature for about a week.

They are then sorted into different sizes. Some are weighed and priced for selling direct to the supermarkets. others are repacked 

into boxes to be sent to a wholesaler.

wholesaler: 
You receive boxes of ripened bananas from the packaging company and sell them to fruit shops, market stalls and supermarkets.

reTailer: 
You sell the ripened bananas in your shop or your market stall. You have to sell them fast,before they over ripen and turn brown.
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Activiity: our Connected World

activity: our Connected World
purpose
Students will create a visual representation of global interconnection, which will set them up for a discussion on equity and trade.

subjeCt and grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8.

timing
2 hours

materials
World Map

Small stickers

teaChing points
The success of the first seven Millennium Development Goals is dependent on a concrete commitment to uphold this eighth MDG, 

which calls for global partnerships to support development. The existing global partnerships benefit rich countries, especially when it 

comes to the issue of trade. Many countries are still struggling to pay only the interest on loans they acquired decades ago, making 

actual repayment of the principal impossible.

proCedure
1.  Ask students to look at the tags on their clothes, shoes and backpacks, the food in their lunches (fruits with stickers, pre-

packaged items, etc.) and other possessions to find out where they were made or grown. Ask students to create the following 

chart to complete this exercise:

   iTEm DESCRiPTion                      WHERE DiD iT ComE FRom?

2.  For every item, put a sticker on the country of origin on a map of the world. (note: Students can take turns putting stickers on 

the map. Some countries may require multiple stickers. In this case, stickers can be put on a piece of paper beside the country.) 

once possessions have been exhausted, move on to ask where students’ families, how ever many generations back, came from in 

the world. Again, mark these locations with thumb tacks on the map.

3.  At this point, the map should be covered with stickers or thumb tacks, creating a visualization of the international connections of 

our everyday lives.

transition
4.  In a large group, talk about the reasons behind the specific aims of the eighth Millennium Development Goal. This discussion is 

intended to summarize the ideas of inequality brought up by previous MDG lessons. To simplify the discussion for your students’ 

understanding, tell them to think of “global partnership” as a strategy for reaching out to other countries and helping people.

5.  Here are some specific questions to address through the discussion:  

• If we believe our lives are globally interconnected as we saw on the map, how can the eighth MDG benefit all countries?  

For example, how does a better life for children in China benefit people in north America?  

• The reality that a large part of the population in many countries remains in poverty creates a dilemma.  

We have so much while other people have so little. How can we make the world a fair place for everyone?  

• Ask students what they think may be the advantages and disadvantages of creating global partnerships.  

From this discussion, have students complete a Pro/Con table for their notes.  

• What are some solutions to making things fair (e.g. fair trade, no sweatshops, etc.)?

6.  note for Educators: Some students may think the current situation is fine since it seems to work in the favour of developed 

countries like the united States and Canada. Encourage these students to think about a child in a place like China, who has to 

work in a small factory making fireworks to pay for school fees because his or her family only makes an annual income of $90 

uS. or reread one of the stories to encourage students to empathize.


