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This Activity Book is meant 
to accompany the Millennium 
Development Goals comic book 
series produced by SCIC. 
 

The comic books, originally written in English, are now 

available in French.

If you would like a class set, please contact SCIC:

(306) 757-4669    pe@earthbeat.sk.ca

2138 McIntyre St. Regina, SK. S4P 2R7

The Saskatchewan Council for 

International Cooperation (SCIC) is an 

umbrella organization that represents a diverse range of 

international development organizations. SCIC administers 

the Saskatchewan Matching Grants in Aid Program, which 

matches fundraising by individuals in Saskatchewan with 

money from both the provincial and federal governments. 

This program has provided more than $350 million in 

support of 2,000 development projects in over 100 

countries over the past 35 years.

SCIC also undertakes development education and public 

engagement programming around global issues with 

funding from the Canadian International Development 

Agency, under a program called WorldBeat. The 

WorldBeat Global Education Project, the Earthbeat 

Newsletter, and ongoing capacity building events are 

examples of how SCIC engages Saskatchewan people on 

global justice issues. 

Global Poverty is a major global issue to Saskatchewan 

people, and SCIC is proud of the work our member 

agencies do to make the world more just. 

To learn more about SCIC and the members we represent 

visit www.earthbeat.sk.ca.
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About the Goals
189 Heads of State and governments from the North and South, as representatives of their citizens, signed onto the Millennium 

Declaration at the 2000 UN Millennium Summit. World leaders from rich and poor countries alike committed themselves—at the 

highest political level—to a set of eight time-bound targets that, when achieved, will end extreme poverty worldwide by 2015. Goal 

8 explicitly recognizes that eradicating poverty worldwide can be achieved only through a global partnership for development. This 

global deal makes clear that it is the primary responsibility of poor countries to ensure greater accountability to their citizens. For 

the first seven goals, it is absolutely critical that wealthier countries deliver on their end of the bargain—more effective aid, more 

sustainable debt relief, and fairer trade rules—well in advance of 2015.

Millennium Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger
Cut in half the number of people who live on less than one US dollar a day and who suffer from hunger.

Millennium Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education
Make sure that all children start and finish primary school.

Millennium Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
Be sure that as many girls as boys go to school.

Millennium Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality
Cut back by two-thirds the number of children who die before they reach the age of five.

Millennium Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health
Cut back by three-quarters the number of women who die when they are having babies.

Millennium Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and other diseases
Stop terrible diseases like HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB from spreading, and make them less common.

Millennium Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability
Cut in half the number of people who lack clean water, improve the lives of people who live in slums, and promote policies that 

respect the environment.

Millennium Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development
Promote greater cooperation among all nations, with special concern for fairer deals for poor countries in trade, aid, debt, new 

technologies, etc.

We have the financial resources to end extreme poverty once and for all and we have the technological knowledge and know-how 

to realize all of the Millennium Deveolpment Goals. It is also clear that if we carry on in our “business as usual” mode, the goals will 

not be achieved by 2015. The way forward is marked; it is only the political will to achieve the Goals that is in question.

This is the next challenge for us as people who believe in social justice. We must take a stand, and pressure our political leaders 

to live up to their commitments to make substantive change. Join the movement to end global inequality and injustice and be the 

change that the world needs.

Source: www.diceproject.org/upload/uploadedFile/Pathways%20f5or%20Teaching%20the%20MDGs.pdf
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MDG: 2012 Progress Chart
Progress is tracked against 21 targets and 60 indicators addressing extreme poverty and hunger, education, women’s empowerment and gender 

equality, health, environmental sustainability and global partnership. This chart provides an assessement of where we stand on selected key targets 

relating to each Goal. Trends and levels are measured on the basis of information available as of June 2012. The latest available data for most 

indicators are from years 2010 to 2012; for a few indicators, the data go back to 2008.

Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education

Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality

Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and other diseases

Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability

Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development
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If the World Were A Village of 100 People
59 would be Asian  
14 would be American (North & South)  
14 would be African  
12 would be European  
1 would be from the South Pacific
50 would be women 
50 would be men 
30 would be children  
70 would be adults 
70 would be non-white 
30 would be white 
90 would be heterosexual  
10 would be homosexual
33 would be Christians  
21 would be Muslims  
15 would be Hindus  
6 would be Buddhists  
5 would be Animists  
6 would believe in other religions  
14 would be without any religion
15 would speak Chinese (Mandarin),  
7 English,  6 Hindi, 6 Spanish, 5 Russian,  
4 Arabic,  3 Bengali, 3 Portuguese 
The others would speak Japanese, 
Indonesian, German, French,  
or another language
20 people consume 80% of the energy 
80 share the remaining 20%
Of the wealth in this village: 
6 people own 59% (all from USA)  
74 people own 39% 
20 share the remaining 2%
20 don’t have clean, safe water 
56 have access to sanitation 
20 are undernourished  
1 is dying of starvation 
15 are overweight
15 adults are illiterate  
1 has a university degree 
7 have computers
1 person in the village will die  
2 babies will be born

(The statistics are derived from Donella Meadows “State of the Village Report” first published in 1990)  www.mysterra.org/webmag/coup-de-coeur_en.html

If the world were a village of 100 people, what would the composition be?

Consider this composition of the global village and consider other methods of how this 

could be represented; i.e. graph, pie chart, video tape kids saying the figures, power 

point, or other creative mediums.  Doing this will help students to engage in the concept 

and represent the people of the world in an easily understandable way. 

http://34danielson.blogspot.ca/ 
2012/03/if-world-were-village.html

www.toby-ng.com/graphic-design/the-world-of-100/                               www.miniature-earth.com/

http://teachingalternativeartlessons.wordpress.com/2010/03/15/if-the-world-was-a-village/

http://www.oxfamshop.org.au/
products/5559896/95321



“Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity.  
It is an act of justice.” 
–Nelson Mandela
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Goal 1 – related Learning Ideas:
1. �Have students do some research on life as a catadore (garbage collector) in Brazil. What are some daily struggles for people in 

this situation? What are some dangers of working in a garbage dump? If the class is interested in going further with this project, 

have them watch the documentary “Garbage Dreams”, which is about life as a catadore in Egypt. Discuss the issues that arise in 

the film with the class.

2. �Using a globe, discuss the power and wealth distribution with the class. Which countries are the richest? Which are the poorest? 

Point out the clear distinction between the developed and rich Northern Hemisphere, and the developing and poor Southern 

Hemisphere. Have students brainstorm why they think there is a distinct power divide between the two hemispheres. Explain to 

students the unfair resource distribution in the world, and how that can account for the power divide.

Source: Wikipedia

This Comic takes  

place in Brazil

Continent: South America 

Capital: Brasilia 

Language: Portuguese 

Sport: Football (Soccer) 

Population (2010): 190,732,694

By landmass, Brazil is the fifth largest country in the world, and the largest 

country in South America. Known for its beautiful landscapes, Brazil is 

home to both a diverse range of natural and human-made environments, 

from the exotic plant and wildlife of the Amazon to the bustling 

shorelines of Rio de Janeiro.

In this comic, put yourself in the shoes of Andres and his family as they 

struggle to live in Brazil. What is Andres’ life like, and how does he 

survive? What can YOU do to help eradicate hunger and poverty?

Goal 1:
Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger
Cut in half the number of people who live on less than  
one US dollar a day and who suffer from hunger.
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Millennium Goal #1, Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger/Did You Know? and Glossary

Did You Know?
The difference between a LIVING WAGE & MINIMUM WAGE

• Everyone needs a certain amount of money to spend on things like food and shelter.  

• �A living wage refers to the hourly wage necessary for a person to achieve a basic standard of living. 

• �In a developed country like Canada, this standard is generally considered to require that a person working forty hours a week, 

with no additional income, should be able to afford housing, food, utilities, transportation, healthcare, and a certain amount of 

recreation. 

• �The tool used to measure how much money is needed for individuals to be able to make a living wage is called the Low- Income 

Cut Off (LICO). A person living at the LICO is living at the “poverty line.” 

• �In Saskatchewan, 115,000 people live below the poverty line, which means that in a three person household (two parents and 

one child, for instance), the total before-tax income is less than $29,222. After taxes, this means that each of these people live on 

under 21 dollars a day.

• �A living wage differs from the minimum wage because the minimum wage is set by the government and may exceed or fail to 

meet the requirements of a living wage. 

• �Currently there are no Canadian provinces/territories with a minimum wage above a living wage so this means that anyone in 

Canada who is working full time (40hrs/week) at minimum wage is living in poverty.

Glossary
Catadore(s): garbage collectors who pick through garbage dumps to find items to sell.

Favela: a shantytown in or near a city, especially in Brazil; slum area.

Hunger: a shortage of food; the painful sensation or state of weakness caused by the need for food.

Lambada: a Brazilian ballroom dance for couples, with close interlocking of the partners. 

Manioc: a starch derived from the root of the Cassava plant: an important food in the tropics and a source of tapioca.

Plantation: a usually large farm or estate, especially in a tropical or semitropical country, on which cotton, tobacco, coffee, 

sugar cane, or the like is cultivated, usually by resident labourers.

Poverty: the state or condition of having little or no money, goods, or means of support; condition of being poor; indigence.
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Millennium Goal #1, Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger/Infographic
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Millennium Goal #1, Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger/Activity:The Jellybean Game

Activity: The Jellybean Game

Purpose 
To simulate and discuss the disparity in wealth between developing and developed countries.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grade 4—8

Timing: 
30 minutes is required for the game. 1 hour for extension.

Materials
Large world map

Jellybeans (or beans, seeds, buttons) 

Extension Purpose (optional) 
Exploring the reasons behind economic inequities. 

Notes 
Feeling generous? Bring two sets of Jellybeans – one for the demonstration and one for eating later!

before 
Explain to students that disparities in wealth exist between developing and developed countries and that they are going to explore 

what that looks like during today’s lesson.

Procedure
1. �Using the map, the Teacher begins by pointing out the richest countries and labeling them “Northerners” (e.g. Canada, United 

States, European countries) and the most economically disadvantaged countries called “Southerners” (e.g. Ethiopia, Haiti, 

Rwanda, Malawi, etc.).

2. �The students are divided into two groups. A quarter are put in the “Northerner” group (8 students in a class of thirty) and the 

remaining three quarters of the class is put in the “Southerner” group. 

3. �If you are going to use the Extension, within the two groups pick three or four students to represent families and communities 

(farmers, small business people) within the larger group. 

4. �Jellybeans are distributed to the groups as follows:  

Each Southerner receives three jellybeans. Each Northerner receives 12 jellybeans. 

Teaching Points: 
• This shows us the extreme inequality that exists in our world. 

• �The wealthiest 25% of world’s population uses/controls 75% of wealth and resources. 

• �Northerners have nothing to worry about as their communities always have more than enough economic resources and managed 

natural resources. 

• �Southerners, however, are affected by a wide range of situations that may help or hinder their access to economic resources and 

their natural resources.

Discussion Questions: 
• How much do you think the Northerners have to worry about when they have more than enough resources? 

• �Just because a country is impoverished doesn’t mean it is poor in resources (natural resources like minerals, metals, oil).  

Can you name countries that are “resource rich” but where the majority of people live in poverty? 

• What does having “too much” mean for a society? (Will anyone starve? Is medical attention readily available?) 

• What does having “too little” mean for a society? (Will people starve? Can they access medical care?) 

• �What factors create and sustain poverty? These ideas are recorded on chart paper that can be posted in the room for later 

reference.
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Millennium Goal #1, Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger/Activity: The Jellybean Game Extension

Activity: The Jellybean Game Extension
Purpose 
Exploring the reasons behind economic inequities. 

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grade 4—8

Timing: 
1 hour for extension.

Procedure:
Write out the following scenarios on a slip of paper (or copy and cut out) and place them in a container so they are picked at 

random. Your “Southerners” are read a scenario and will have to redistribute their jellybeans as indicated. 

Discussion Questions:
1. �Who was the powerful group in this game? How might this mimic the distribution of resources in our world today?

2. What kinds of feelings did this bring up for you? 

3. Was there competition between the two groups? 

4. �What can this game tell us about human rights issues? 

5. Who decides which countries have access to certain resources, and which countries control these resources?

Scenarios:
1. �Your area is suffering from a drought, and you can’t grow your crops.  

So, the people in another area with the same crops are able to sell at a higher price.  

You lose your income while the other group earns more money.  

(Take the jellybeans from this group of students and give them to another group.)

2. �Your brother receives a scholarship to attend school in Canada.  

Everyone is happy for him, but it means that you will have one less person to harvest sugarcane this year.  

Each member of the family loses one jellybean.  

(Take one jellybean from each member of one group, and set them aside.)

3. �Your family has just harvested a big crop of jute (used to make burlap bags).  

Since many of the companies that buy jute have been bought out by plastics companies, there is no one to make jute bags 

anymore and the price for your crop has fallen. Your family makes less money.  

(Take two jellybeans from each member of the group, and set them aside.)

4. �A local organization has shown you how to increase the soil fertility (richness) by rotating crops, which has increased your yield.

You make more money this year.  

(Each group member receives one additional jellybean.)

5. �There has been an infestation of locusts this year in your region and you lost your entire crop. 

You did not have insurance, and so you lost everything you own to pay your landowner.  

(Take all the jellybeans from this group and give them to a Northerner – rich landowner.)

6.  �A multinational corporation has formed in your community to harvest the same crops, but is able to sell the crops at a lower 

price. Now, people are buying their crops instead of yours. You have lost your business, and can’t break even.  

(Take the jellybeans away from the members of this group and give them to a group of Northerners.)

7.  �Your entire community decides to form a cooperative of small, independent farmers.  

Your wealth is redistributed to every member of the cooperative so that everyone is equal. 

(Redistribute the jellybeans so that everyone is equal again.)

Source: “Trading Fairly in Our World.” L’échange équitable dans notre monde. Eastern Ontario Catholic Curriculum Cooperative. 
www.eoccc.org/content/fairtrade/pdf/frenchfull.pdf 
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Millennium Goal #1, Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger/Activity:Imbalanced Musical Chairs

Activity: Imbalanced Musical Chairs 

purpose: 
In this game, students will experience first hand the imbalanced and unfair distribution system of our world, and will have a chance 

to discuss how this makes them feel. 

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8

Timing: 
1 hour

Materials
Internet

Computer

Projector

Screen

Chairs

Preparation
1. Show the video World on Fire (www.worldonfire.ca). 

2. Ask about what we can do to help people around the world.

3. Teach the 8 Millenium Development Goals (www.mdgmonitor.org).

4. Talk about the different facets of poverty (health, sanitation, access to opportunity, environment, maternal health…)

Procedure
1. �Divide students into 2 groups: one group of 3 (Group A) and one group with the rest of the students (Group B).

2. �Arrange the classroom chairs into 2 sets of circles. Have ALL the chairs (except 3) moved into one circle, and have 3 chairs in 

another circle. 

3. Put Group A with the large circle of chairs, and put Group B with the 3 chairs.

4. �Explain the ‘new’ rules of musical chairs: students must stay with their groups and circle around the chairs while the music plays. 

When the music stops, they must find a spot (however, more than one person can sit on the same chair)

5. Start and stop music.

6. �Take away a chair from Group B and give it to Group A. Continue playing.  

Take another chair so that Group B only has one chair left.

7. �Now, rearrange the chairs so that there is one big circle. Combine groups A and B. Play the game again.  

Start and stop the music. Discuss.

Discussion: 
How did you feel in this game? Was it fair? Why or why not? There is enough food in the world for everyone to eat, but 800 million 

people go hungry every day. Why is this? What does it mean to be a global citizen?

Source: www.mediathatmattersfest.org/films/world_on_fire/
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Millennium Goal #1, Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger/Activity:A Dollar A Day

Activity: A Dollar a Day 

Purpose
To teach students that over one billion people live on less than a dollar a day and to help them to imagine what this is like.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8

Timing: 
45 minutes is required

Materials
Pencil

Paper

Catalogue / flyers (household or food products)

procedure
1. How would you live if you were paid only $1 a day? What decisions will you make in order to survive?

2. �Divide students into groups, each group symbolizing a family. Each member in that family earns $1 a day.  

Have students write a list of things they would need to buy for the week.  

Be specific: How much food, clothes, and medicine? What are the costs of school fees, bills, medicine, transport, water, etc.

3.  Give students catalogues and flyers to map out approximately how much each item on their list will cost.

4.  �Based on their given income of $1 a day, have students decide what things on their list they can afford to buy, and what things 

they will decide to do without. How many things will the family have to give up?  

Will the family be able to survive? What decisions will students make based on their needs and budget? 

5.  �Have students share their decisions with the class, and the possible consequences that could arise based on these decisions.  

(for example: not enough money to pay the electricity = no lights, no oven for food; not enough money to pay for medicine = 

sickness, unable to work, death).

Source: OXFAM Canada
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This Comic takes  

place in Burundi 

Continent: Africa

Capital: Bujumbura 

Language: Kirundi, French 

Sport: Basketball, Track & Field 

Population (2010): 10,216,190

Although it is a very small country, Burundi is one of the poorest 

countries in the world. Almost 80% of the population lives in poverty, 

and many children cannot go to school because they cannot afford 

to. Instead, children must work and earn money to help buy food and 

basic necessities for their families. Read this comic about Emanuel’s 

life in Burundi, and find out how he and his friends were able to get 

an education. What problems does Emanuel have to face in Burundi’s 

new education system? How will the community work together to help 

educate the children?

Goal 2 – related Learning Ideas:
1. �Burundi has an extensive history of war and impoverishment. Have students read about Burundi, and pick one issue in Burundi’s 

history that they wish to research. Students can work individually on this project, or in groups. Project ideas can range from 

presentations, to research papers, to photo essays.

2. �Have students create an organization portfolio for UNICEF. What kinds of services does this organization offer? What are their 

goals? Encourage students to look in-depth at specific campaigns that UNICEF supports such as the “School in a Box.” How do 

such campaigns help children like Emanuel?

3. �UNICEF has a yearly campaign in October called “Make October Count for Kids!” Have students research this campaign, and 

what Canadians worldwide have been doing to support children worldwide during this month. As a class, join this initiative, and 

have students create events throughout the month or week to raise funds to send to UNICEF. At the end of the campaign, have 

students reflect on what they learnt through journal or essay writing.

Source: Wikipedia

“The object of education is to prepare the young  
to educate themselves throughout their lives.”    
– Robert Maynard Hutchins

Goal 2:
Achieve Universal Primary Education
Make sure that all children start and finish primary school.
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Millennium Goal #2, Achieve Universal Primary Education/Did You Know? and Glossary 

Did You Know?
• �In  2010, 61 million children of primary school age were out of school. It’s expected that 47% of them will never enter school, and 

only 26% are expected to attend school in the future. 

 • �Children, and especially girls, from poor and rural households are the least likely to attend school. Gender disparity—unequal 

access to education for boys and girls—persists in 75% of countries around the world. 

• �About 1000 children are infected with HIV each day. Women with education past the primary level are more likely to be 

knowledgeable about preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

• �In 2010, there were 19 countries with more than 500,000 children out of school. In Nigeria alone, a country in West Africa with a 

total population of over 170 million people, there were 10.5 million children out of school. 

• �Almost 2/3 of the world’s illiterate population are women. Women with formal education are less likely to experience domestic 

violence, gender or sexual-based discrimination in the workplace and society, and are more likely to be active participants in the 

political process. 

• Nelson Mandela said: “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”

 
Source: United Nations, Goal 2 Fact Sheet; UNESCO Institute for Statistics

Glossary
Cooperative: working or acting together willingly for a common purpose or benefit. 

Debt: something that is owed or that one is bound to pay to or perform for another.

Education: the act or process of acquiring knowledge, especially systematically during childhood and adolescence.

UNICEF: United Nations Children’s Fund: an agency, created by the United Nations, that is concerned with improving the health 

and nutrition of children and mothers throughout the world.



Millennium Development Goal Activity Book       Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation         www.earthbeat.sk.ca        T: 306-757-4669         PAGE   17

Millennium Goal #2, Achieve Universal Primary Education/Infographic
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Millennium Goal #2, Achieve Universal Primary Education/Activity: Symbols of Education

Activity: Symbols of Education  

purpose: 
To help students understand and appreciate the right to education.

William Blake said, “Education makes a people easy to lead, but difficult to drive; easy to govern, but impossible to enslave.” It is no 

wonder many regimes suppress education especially among women, our first teachers.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies /Art; Grades 6-8

Timing: 
1-2 hours

Materials
Computer

Internet

Magazines

Scissors

Glue

Camera

Background/Context: 
Something students take for granted and sometimes fail to appreciate is the right to an education. The research for this project 

should renew young people’s appreciation for the education opportunities they have in North America. Children who walk through 

war zones to get to class, children without shoes or adequate food showing up for school, and poor families scraping together 

meagre resources to buy a school uniform, understand that education is their ticket to a better life. The creation of an object that 

will be immediately recognized as an education icon can highlight the importance of a child’s right to education.

procedure: 
1. Present material and have students conduct on-line research on education challenges in developing countries.

2. Students will search through magazines to find symbols that best represent education.

3. �Students will create multimedia collages of icons of education, or may take photographs connected to education and mount a 

photography display. Another alternative is posters that illustrate the link between education and personal achievement.
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Millennium Goal #2, Achieve Universal Primary Education/Activity: Education and Conflict

Activity: Education and Conflict 

Purpose 
To help students understand how conflict stops people from going to school.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8

Timing
3 hours

Materials
Newspapers

Computer

Internet

Materials for display

Procedure 
1. �Explain that in many countries children miss out on their education because of conflict. Give some examples such as Israel and 

Palestine, Sierra Leone (where many children became child soldiers) and the conflict in Darfur.

2. Read James’ story (below) to the class.

3. �Ask students to look through multiple newspapers and identify situations around the world where young people are being 

prevented from receiving an education because of war and conflict. Alternatively, students can look through newspapers at home 

in the preceding week and bring in relevant articles. They could also search for suitable articles on websites of newspapers.

4. Students can use these articles to produce a display. They could mark up the countries affected on a map of the world.

“James’ Story”
‘It first happened in 1991,’ says James. ‘That’s when the rebels came to our village in Lofa County in Liberia.  

They beat my father and put him in jail. Then they asked me if I would join them ...  

I said yes, because I wanted to protect my father because I was sure they were going to kill him.  

I was six years old. Then they sent us to fight at the front lines. I did that for the next five years ... 

There is nothing more bad than war.’ James stopped being a soldier after five years of fighting in the bush.  

He is now 18 years old. He has been going to school since he left the front lines.  

‘I’ve been asked to fight again, but I’ve refused. My education is too important to me and I still have a lot to learn in life.  

If I am educated, I will have a better future, much better than my past.’	

—Interview conducted on 20 May 2003, Monrovia, Liberia

Source: www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/change_the_world_in_eight_steps/files/goal_2.pdf
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Millennium Goal #2, Achieve Universal Primary Education/Activity: What Can We Do?

Activity: What Can We Do? 

Purpose 
To encourage young people to think of a variety of ways in which they might take action on a rights issue.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grade 8

Timing: 
1 hour

Materials
Computers

Internet

procedure 
1. ��In groups, students will research prominent children’s rights issues happening around the world (ex. child labour, child soldiers etc).

2. �Ask groups to brainstorm possible actions that could be taken to address this issue. The purpose of a brainstorm is to generate as 

many ideas as possible. Encourage students to think creatively; even suggestions which seem far-fetched are acceptable.

3. �Have students review and evaluate the list with the class. 

4. �Ask students if they can anticipate any difficulties in carrying out each suggestion on the list. Discuss the types of difficulties—

time required, money or other resources needed, danger, community resistance, etc. Decide with the group if these difficulties 

would make the project impossible to carry out, or whether there might be ways to overcome them.

Discussion: 
What is the International Convention on the Rights of the Child? 

It is the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights—civil, cultural, economic, political 

and social rights. 

In 1989, world leaders decided that children needed a special convention just for them because people under 18 years old often 

need special care and protection that adults do not. The leaders also wanted to make sure that the world recognized that children 

have human rights too. 

The Convention sets out these rights in 54 articles and two Optional Protocols. It spells out the basic human rights that children 

everywhere have: the right to survival; to develop to the fullest; to protection from harmful influences, abuse and exploitation;  

and to participate fully in family, cultural and social life.

The four core principles of the Convention are non-discrimination; devotion to the best interests of the child; the right to life, 

survival and development; and respect for the views of the child. 

Every right spelled out in the Convention is inherent to the human dignity and harmonious development of every child.  

The Convention protects children’s rights by setting standards in health care; education; and legal, civil and social services.

By agreeing to undertake the obligations of the Convention (by ratifying or acceding to it), national governments have committed 

themselves to protecting and ensuring children’s rights and they have agreed to hold themselves accountable for this commitment 

before the international community. 

States Parties to the Convention are obliged to develop and undertake all actions and policies in the light of the best interests of the 

child. 

How can young people promote the convention? (ex: write letters to newspaper editors to express ideas on children’s rights; 

pressure the government to abide by articles in the convention; etc.)

Source: “Child Protection.” UNICEF www.unicef.org/teachers/protection/only_right.htm
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Because I am a woman, I must make unusual efforts to succeed. 
If I fail, no one will say, “She doesn’t have what it takes.”  
They will say, “Women don’t have what it takes.” 
– Clare Boothe Luce

Goal 3 – related Learning Ideas:
1. �Have students research the organization “Committee for the Relatives of Detained and Disappeared Persons in Honduras.” What 

kind of work does this organization do? What activities or events do they host? Have students create an organization profile as 

an assignment.

2. �Roxanna’s mother travels to many cities to give workshops and talks that empower women. Have students split into groups, each 

a different travel agency. Assign a city to each travel agency, and have students create a presentation or travel pamphlets about 

the city, its economy, landmarks, food, culture, people etc.

3. �Organize a political rally in your classroom or school to raise awareness about women’s rights and issues around the world. 

Create campaign posters and slogans, and have students prepare written pieces of work (poetry, essay, story etc.) to present 

during the speech part of the rally.

This Comic takes place in  

Honduras

Region: Central America  

Capital: Tegucigalpa  

Language: Spanish  

Sport: Football (Soccer)  

Population (2010): 8,249,574

Like many countries, Honduras has had an unstable political past, and 

continues to struggle with corruption in government. In countries like 

Honduras, women’s rights are almost non-existent. With no place for 

women in politics, the country stands on an unstable foundation. In this 

comic, you will see just how hard life can be for women. Life is not easy 

for Roxanna and her mother. How will Roxanna’s mother change the path 

for women? And what lessons does she leave behind for her daughter?

Goal 3: 
Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
Be sure that as many girls as boys go to school.
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Millennium Goal #3, Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women/Did You Know? and Glossary 

Did You Know?
• �Women comprise 43 percent of the agricultural workforce in developing countries, yet they have less access to productive 

resources and opportunities. 

• �Rural women are responsible for water collection in almost two-thirds of households in developing countries. Reduced or variable 

rainfall can increase the time required to collect water and cut down agricultural production.

• �Globally, men’s landholdings average three times those of women. Women make up less than 5 percent of agricultural 

landholders in North Africa and Western Asia, and approximately 15 percent in Sub-Saharan Africa.

• �Women account for two-thirds of 774 million adult illiterates in the world—a proportion unchanged over the past two decades. 

Disparities in education limit women’s access to information and vocational options, constraining their ability to adapt to climate 

change and environmental degradation.

• �A recent study in 141 countries found that in highly gender inequitable societies, more women than men die when disasters 

strike.

Source: UN Women (RIO 20)

Glossary 
Empowerment: Sociological empowerment often addresses members of groups that social discrimination processes have 

excluded from decision-making processes through - for example - discrimination based on disability, race, ethnicity, religion, or 

gender.

Equality: the state or quality of being equal; correspondence in quantity, degree, value, rank, or ability.

Equity: On the relations and perceptions of fairness in distribution of resources within social and professional situations. 

Maquilas: a factory run by a U.S. company in Mexico to take advantage of cheap labour and relaxed regulation.

Rally: to come together for common action or effort. 
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Millennium Goal #3, Promote Gender Equality and Empower women/The Revolution Poster
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Millennium Goal #3, Promote Gender Equality and Empower women/Activity: Princesses Don’t Have to Be Passive

Activity: Princesses Don’t Have to Be Passive

purpose: 
The overall objective of this lesson is to explain the effects of stereotyping and gender bias on self-esteem, relationships, and 

behavioural expectations for both girls and boys. Although the initial focus is on the stereotyping of the princess, the teacher should 

also extend the lesson to the stereotyping of the princes. Self-esteem, relationships, and behaviours of both genders are implicated 

by these types of stories.

Subject and Grade:
Social Studies/Health/Language Arts; Grades 4-6

Timing: 
1 Hour

Materials:
Suggested books: 

The Paper Bag Princess—Robert N. Munsch 

Princess Furball—Charlotte Huck 

Princess Smartypants—Babette Cole 

Procedure:
1. �Ask students to tell you about fairy tales that they know in which there is a princess. As they retell the story, keep asking them 

what the princess is doing in the story. Frequently, the answer is that she does not do very much. Usually, a prince is trying to win 

her hand in marriage by pleasing her father. The princess has little say in her own future.

2. �Read one of the suggested books, or any fairy tale, in which the female leads a more active, self-determining role. Have students 

contrast this story with the traditional fairy tales they discussed earlier.

3. �Define words such as gender bias and stereotyping and relate them to the fairy tales they have discussed.

4. �Discuss how the traditional fairy tales affect the girls and boys who hear them. How will they see their future roles in life?  

How will they treat one another? Consider how fairy tales perpetuate certain gender roles. In most fairy tales there is no positive 

female leads or role models (i.e. mother is dead, wicked step-mother, most-often raised by fathers, or are on their own). Seriously 

consider how the male roles are constructed and perpetuated as well. The focus of gender equality is that all persons feel free to 

be who they are, and are not bound by expectations based solely on gender.

5. �Each student is asked to rewrite a favourite fairy tale to be more gender fair. The students are assessed on their understanding of 

how the princess may be made more active and self-determining.

Source: Infusing Equity by Gender into the Classroom: A Handbook of Classroom Practices by Sandra Moyer. 
www.ricw.ri.gov/publications/GEH/lessons/97.htm
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Millennium Goal #3, Promote Gender Equality and Empower women/Activity: Men’s Work or Women’s Work

Activity: Men’s Work or Women’s Work

purpose: 
Using the Occupation Checklist at the end of this activity, students will match jobs and careers to gender. The desired outcome from 

this activity will be the discovery and discussion of persistent gender stereotyping, with its wage and status implications, in terms of 

career opportunities.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8

Timing: 
1 hour

Materials
Occupation Checklist

Computer

Projector

Screen (OR)

Chart paper

PROCEDURE:
1. �Hand out copies of the Worksheet: Men’s Work or Women’s Work to individual students.  

Read off the listed occupations. Describe any jobs that students might not be familiar with.

2. �Have students fill out the checklist, matching jobs and careers to ‘Male,’ ‘Female,’ or ‘Both’ by circling the “correct” response.

3. �Project occupation checklist onto the screen so all students can see (if not available use a large chart); poll the students on each 

occupation and write the results on the master checklist.

There are many approaches to conducting the following class survey in a meaningful way.

Poll students on how and why they answered the way they did.

Have students conduct research of the occupations. You may want to divide students into groups and assign each group several 

occupations.

Another method would be to find out the areas of controversy, assign groups to research those areas.

DISCUSSION:
- Which group “male” or “female” had the largest number?

- Which jobs require working with people? Which group had the larger number?

- Which jobs have the most “status,” and, of those, how many are designated “males” and how many “females?”

- �Which jobs offer the most salary potential, and, of those, how many are designated “males” and how many “females?” This will 

require research to complete.

- Which jobs require the most/least amount of education, and, of those, how many are designated “males” and how many 

“females?” This will also require research.

- Why are some jobs traditionally gender designated? Why is there an inequity of wage and status along gender lines?

Source: �Don’t Flounder—Get off the Hook: Consider Non-Traditional Occupations. State of Alaska, Department of Education and Early Development
www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cte/docs/NTO/Gender_Equity.pdf
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Millennium Goal #3, Promote Gender Equality and Empower women/Worksheet: Men’s Work or Women’s Work

Construction Worker M F Both

Flight Attendant M F Both

Social Worker M F Both

Lawyer M F Both

Technical Writer M F Both

Secretary M F Both

Elementary Teacher M F Both

Hair Stylist M F Both

Model M F Both

Store Clerk M F Both

Veterinarian M F Both

Physical Education Teacher M F Both

Cook M F Both

Photographer M F Both

Nurse M F Both

Computer Analyst M F Both

Machinist M F Both

Dental Assistant M F Both

Artist M F Both

News Reporter M F Both

Telephone Operator M F Both

NASA Technician M F Both

CAD Specialist M F Both

Pharmacist M F Both

Baby-Sitter M F Both

Newspaper Editor M F Both

Editor M F Both

Cashier M F Both

Mechanical Engineer M F Both

FBI Investigator M F Both

Plumber M F Both

Librarian M F Both

Bank Teller M F Both

Nurse M F Both

Police Officer M F Both

Bookkeeper M F Both

Custodian M F Both

Fire Fighter M F Both

Worksheet: Men’s Work or Women’s Work 
OCCUPATION CHECKLIST 

Circle whether you believe it is a male’s occupation, female’s occupation, or both.
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Millennium Goal #3, Promote Gender Equality and Empower women/Activity: Can Jaya Stay at School  

Activity: Can Jaya Stay at School? 

Purpose: 
Students will brainstorm reasons about why some girls cannot go to school.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/English; Grades 6-8

Timing: 
1 hour

Materials
Role-play cards

Procedure:
1. �With the class working in groups of four, give each group one set of the role-play cards. Each group will take on a part and devise 

a drama based on their roles. Jaya and her family live in the Punjab in Pakistan. The students can elaborate on their roles if they 

wish. Each group should decide what happens next. Some groups could find a way in for Jaya to stay at school, whereas others 

could develop a storyline in which she has to leave.

2. �Ask the groups to perform their dramas to each other. Freeze-frame each drama just before and just after the decision is made 

about what happens next. How does each of the characters feel? At the end, place one of the characters in a ‘hot seat’. Other 

members of the class can then ask this person questions about the motives for their actions.

3. �Finally, for each group, discuss with the class how Jaya managed to stay at school or why she did not manage to stay at school. 

For dramas where Jaya had to leave, what would have needed to happen for her to stay at school?

Source: Change the World in Eight Steps. Oxfam UK.      www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources /change_the_world_in_eight_steps
Click on Goal 3: Equal chances for girls and women—information and activities 

JAYA: 
You are Jaya, a 12-year-old girl. 

You have been at school for five years. 

You work very hard and have been top of your class several times. 

You enjoy school and have made lots of friends there. 

You really want to be a teacher when you are older. 

You think that it’s unfair that you might have to drop out of school while 
your two brothers can continue their education. 

Also you have to spend more time on household chores than they do 
and yet must still fit in doing your homework.

Jaya’s MOTHER:
You are Jaya’s mother, Razia. 

You have three children: two boys and a girl, Jaya. 

You had no education yourself and are pleased that Jaya has been to 
school for a few years. 

You hope that this will mean that she is able to get work when she 
grows up. 

However, your main concern is that she should get married. This is the 
most important thing. 

You also worry that if Jaya continues with her education she may not 
have so much time to help with the household chores. 

Jaya’s FATHER:
You are Jaya’s father, Kesro. 

You have three children: two boys and a girl, Jaya. 

You work hard as a day labourer in a factory to earn enough money 
for them all to go to school, but lately you have found it more difficult 
to get work and you can no longer afford the school fees for all your 
children. 

You think education is less important for women because they usually 
only go to work in the fields or stay at home as housewives. 

Obviously Jaya must drop out of school. 

The boys will continue their education so that they can get jobs and be 
able to contribute to the household. 

Jaya will get married and be looked after by her husband, so education 
is less important for her.

Jaya’s AUNT: 
You are Jaya’s aunt, Fatima. 

You are married and have two children. 

You were lucky enough to have completed your education and you have 
worked in an office since your last child went to school six years ago. 

This has meant that you could afford to send all your children to school. 

You understand that it is really important for both girls and boys to be 
educated. 

Girls with an education can help to provide financially for the household. 

Nowadays, they can even become civil servants or MPs. 

They can also contribute to their own children’s education at home 
themselves.
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This Comic takes  

place in Iraq

Continent: Asia 

Capital: Baghdad 

Language: Arabic, Kurdish 

Sport: Football (Soccer) 

Population (2011): 34,322,000

Iraq used to be the golden capital of the Middle East, thriving with 

literature, art, science and innovation. However, oppressive regimes took 

over and eroded much of Iraqi culture and devastated much of the natural 

resources. As a result, conflict and wars erupted and many of the victims 

were children. In this comic, you will take a look at the life of the children 

of Iraq, and the effects that the wars have had on their lives. What were 

some of the issues that increased the mortality of the children? Can these 

issues be fixed to reduce child mortality, or is this a lost cause? Read 

Juhan’s story to find out more.

Goal 4 – related Learning Ideas:
1. �Have students prepare a research presentation or paper on the effects of the 2003 war on Iraq. What consequences did the war 

have on the children living there? What effects do you think this war will have on the children in the long run? Try to find stories 

told by children about how the war has effected them.

2. �Create an organization profile for the International Development Relief Organization (IDRF). What kinds of work does this 

organization partake in? What are some projects and programs that it offers? How did the organization help the Iraqi citizens in 

the comic? How about in reality?

3. �Have students work in groups to write a skit outlining issues that effect and increase child mortality. Issues that can be explored 

include child labour, child soldiers, malnutrition and poor health, war etc. After students have created a skit, organize an 

assembly or an event where students can act out their skits to students and parents.  Students will thus have a chance to teach 

the rest of the school about issues that effect children worldwide, as well as raise awareness about global injustices.

Source: Wikipedia

“There’s no tragedy in life like the death of a child.  
Things never get back to the way they were.”
–Dwight David Eisenhower

Goal 4:
Reduce Child Mortality
Cut back by two-thirds the number of children  
who die before they reach the age of five.
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Millennium Goal #4, Reduce Child Mortality/Did You Know? and Glossary

Did You Know?
• �The UN estimated that in 2005, 10.1 million children under the age of 5 died worldwide. 

• �Over 4000 children die each day from diarrhea caused by dirty water. 

• �Even in Canada, access to safe and healthy drinking water is a major issue in some areas. In July 2007 Health Canada warned over 

90 First Nations communities not to drink their tap water.

• �Child mortality is higher among children living in rural areas and in the poorest house holds.

• �Overall, at least 169 countries, 112 of them developing countries, have shown a decline in child mortality since 1970.

• �In Sub-Saharan Africa half the children under the age of five are malnourished.

• �Two-thirds of the world’s child deaths occur in just 10 countries.

• �Vietnam offers one of the greatest success stories in the area of child mortality. Due to a significant increase in immunization for 

illnesses like polio and measles, child mortality rates in Vietnam have dropped from 58 per 1000 live births in 1990 to 17 per 1000 

live births in 2005, proving that rapid change is possible.

Glossary 
Allah: the Arabic word for God.

Asthma: a respiratory disorder, often of allergic origin, characterized by difficulty in breathing, wheezing, and a sense of 

constriction in the chest.

Cholera: an infectious, sometimes fatal disease of the small intestine spread from contaminated water and food and causes 

severe diarrhea, vomiting, and dehydration.

Mortality: the relative frequency of deaths in a specific population; death rate. 

Pneumonia: inflammation of one or both lungs, in which the air sacs (alveoli) become filled with liquid, which renders them 

useless for breathing.

Vaccinations: the introduction into humans or domestic animals of microorganisms that have previously been treated to make 

them harmless for the purpose of inducing the development of immunity.
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Millennium Goal #4, Reduce Child Mortality/MDG progress infographic
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Millennium Goal #4, Reduce Child Mortality/Activity: Child Soldier Stories

Activity: Child Soldier Stories
Purpose
The following activity will allow students to take a deeper look at the issue of child soldiers around the world. Have students read 

the following experts from an interview with child soldiers. As students take a look at the real life experiences of these youth, have 

them place their feet in the shoes of these soldiers. Have a discussion guided by the questions found below.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grade 8

Timing: 
1 Hour

Materials
Excerpts (below) copied for class to share/each have a copy. 

Computer, Internet

Procedure:
Have students read the following excerpts from an interview with child soldiers. As students take a look at the real life experiences 

of these youth, have them place their feet in the shoes of these soldiers. Have a discussion guided by the questions found below.

Discussion Questions:
1. �What are the moral issues behind the use of children in armed conflict? 

2. Describe how and where child soldiers are used. 

3. �Identify reasons for using children in armed conflict. 

4. �How does society suffer when children are used in armed conflict?

5. �What is the role of international documents and protocols and what do they say about the use of children in armed conflict?
Source: : www.un.org/works/goingon/soldiers/stories.doc

“When we got there we were in an ambush, the rebels were attacking where we were in a bush. I did not shoot my gun at first, but 

when you looked around and saw your school- mates, some younger than you, crying while they were dying with their blood spilling 

all over you, there was no option but to start pulling the trigger. I lost my parents during the war, they told us to join the army to 

avenge our parents.”   — Ishamael Beah, 14, Sierra Leone

“One boy tried to escape, but he was caught. They made him eat a mouthful of red pepper, and five people were beating him. His 

hands were tied, and then they made us, the other new captives, kill him with a stick. I felt sick. I knew this boy from before. We 

were from the same village. I refused to kill him, and they told me they would shoot me. They pointed a gun at me, so I had to do 

it. The boy was asking me, “Why are you doing this?” I said I had no choice. After we killed him, they made us smear blood on our 

arms. I felt dizzy. They said we had to do this so we would not fear death, and so we would not try to escape.” — Susan, 16, Uganda

“They beat all the people there, old and young, they killed them all, nearly 10 people...like dogs they killed them...I didn’t kill anyone, 

but I saw them killing...the children who were with them killed too...with weapons... they made us drink the blood of people, we 

took the blood from the dead into the bowl and they made us drink...then when they killed the people they made us eat their liver, 

their heart, which they took out an sliced and fried... And they made us little ones eat.”   — Peruvian woman, recruited at age 11

“I was recruited by force, against my will. On evening while we were watching a video show in my village three army sergeants came. 

They checked whether we had identifica- tion cards and asked if we wanted to join the army. We explained that we were under age 

and hadn’t got identification cards. But one of my friends said he wanted to join. I said no and came back home that evening but an 

army recruitment unit arrived the next morning at my village and demanded two new recruits. Those who could not pay 3000 kyats 

had to join the army, they said. I (my parents) could not pay, so altogether 19 of us were recruited in that way and sent to Mingladon 

(an army training centre).”   — Zaw Tuns
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Millennium Goal #4, Reduce Child Mortality/Activity: A World Fit for Children

Activity: A World Fit for Children 

Purpose:
To learn about the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to consider instances where children have fought for their beliefs and 

rights.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8

Timing:
1 hour

Materials
Computer

Internet  

Screen OR paper copies of what the children said for their speech.

Procedure
1. �Have the students read the statement entitled “A World Fit for Us” was made by children to the United Nations Special Session 

on Children in 2002, an important event in the recognition of children’s citizenship.”Go to this website to see, in full, what they 

said. http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/documentation/childrens-statement.htm

2. �When the students have read the children’s statements carefully have them answer the questions and complete the activities on 

the Worksheet.  

Source: Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Government of Ireland. 
www.irishaid.gov.ie/uploads/Our World Our Future.pdf
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Millennium Goal #4, Reduce Child Mortality/Worksheet: A World Fit for Children

We promise that as adults  
we will defend children’s rights 

with the same passion that  
we have now as children.

Worksheet: A World Fit for Children

When you are satisfied that you have read the children’s statements carefully do these exercises with your partner(s):

1. �Why did the children call their statement A World Fit For Us? 

2. ���Kofi Annan, the Head of the United Nations, said that adults had failed children.  

Give four examples of ways in which this might be so: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.

3. The children said: We promise that as adults we will defend children’s rights with the same passion that we have now as children.

   • �Decide on a children’s right that is important to you. (For a detailed outlining the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

United Nations website. Or see a brief outline of children’s rights under Comic 2 Activities.)

   • On a sheet of paper write the title “A World Fit for Children” and underneath the right you have chosen.

   • Divide the remainder of the page and write two headings: “Now” and “When I am grown up”.

   • List ways that you might defend that right under both headings.

   • Make the sheet attractive for display purposes.

Source: www.irishaid.gov.ie/uploads/Our%20World%202O4ur%20Future.pdf

A statement entitled “A World Fit for Us” was made by children to the United Nations Special Session on Children in 

2002, an important event in the recognition of children’s citizenship. Here are some of the things they said:
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Millennium Goal #4, Reduce Child Mortality/Activity: A Day in the Life

Activity: A Day in the Life
Purpose: 
To learn about the some of the dangers children face each day and their struggle for survival.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 4-6

Timing:
15 minutes

Materials
Copies of the maze

Procedure:
Find your way through this maze, and experience some of the dangers that children worldwide have to encounter every single day. 

Can you make it through the day safe and sound?

start

finish



Millennium Development Goal Activity Book       Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation         www.earthbeat.sk.ca        T: 306-757-4669         PAGE   35

“Half a million women die each year around the world in 
pregnancy. It’s not biology that kills them so much as neglect.”
–Nicholas D. Kristof

This Comic takes  

place in India

Continent: Asia 

Capital: New Delhi 

Language: Hindi, English 

Sport: Cricket 

Population: 1,210,193,422

With a burgeoning population of more than one billion people, many of 

whom live in poverty, access to health-care clinics and doctors is limited 

in general, let alone for pregnant women. As a result, being a mother 

in India can be very dangerous, as the life of both mother and baby in 

poverty can be at risk. Follow Chakori and her pregnant mother in this 

comic, and experience what life is like for some families living in India. Will 

Chakori’s mother be able to deliver a healthy and happy baby, or will she 

experience lots of bumps along the way of her pregnancy?

Goal 5 – related Learning Ideas:
1. �Have students imagine that they are with a team of Doctors without Borders, visiting a certain country in the world. Each doctor 

must compile a medical research report outlining the types of complications women can face during pregnancy and child birth. 

Are these complications avoidable? How? What are the consequences if women do not have access to proper maternal health 

clinics and resources?

2. �As a class, research what reproductive rights are under the United Nations and World Health Organization. Then, in groups, ask 

students to prepare presentations about a specific right or issue under reproductive rights. Have students present their findings to 

the class, and engage presenters and class in a class discussion about the presented issue.

3. �Invite the student’s mothers and/or grandmothers to the class for a celebratory tea and cookies afternoon. Dedicate the evening 

to celebrating motherhood by screening a movie, discussing issues related to maternal health, presenting the student’s work 

about issues of motherhood, and maternal health etc.

Source: Wikipedia

Goal 5:
Improve Maternal Health
Cut back by three-quarters the number of women  
who die when they are having babies.
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Millennium Goal #5, Improve Maternal Health//Did You Know? and Glossary

Did You Know?
• Every day, approximately 800 women die from preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth. 

• 99% of all maternal deaths occur in developing countries. 

• Maternal mortality is higher in women living in rural areas and among poorer communities. 

• Young adolescents face a higher risk of complications and death as a result of pregnancy than older women. 

• Skilled care before, during and after childbirth can save the lives of women and newborn babies. 

• Between 1990 and 2010, maternal mortality worldwide dropped by almost 50% 

Source: WHO (2012)

Glossary
Bollywood: the Indian film industry. 

Chai Tea: a drink of tea made with cardamom and various other spices, milk, and a sweetener.

Dia: Hindi word for midwife, who is a person trained to assist women in childbirth.

Sari: an outer garment worn chiefly by women of India and Pakistan, consisting of a length of lightweight cloth with one end 

wrapped about the waist to form a skirt and the other draped over the shoulder or covering the head.

Tetanus Shot: a vaccination to treat the serious disease tetanus, which causes painful tightening of the muscles, usually all over 

the body, and can lead to the “locking” of the jaw, preventing a person from opening his/her mouth or swallowing.

global and local action
Fundraise for maternal health projects: Fundraise or join efforts in organizations that work on maternal health 

efforts such as Million Mums and the White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood.

Build a Birthing Hut: Raise money to build a birthing hut by hosting a baby shower for brave mothers in Africa. See birthing 

hut project by Cause Canada www.cause.ca/babyshowers

Celebrate Mother’s Day Every Day: Celebrate the women around the world who gave us life. Participate in the Mother’s 

Day Every Day campaign at www.mothersdayeveryday.org.

Young Women’s Wellness Program: Start by Planned Parenthood Regina in 2001. The main goal of this program is 

delaying sexual activity. Programming takes place in Regina inner city schools and in the community. If you’d like to sponsor this 

program or donate to it call 306-522-0902.

Write to your member of parliament: Let the government know that you appreciate their efforts in improving 

maternal health though CIDA. Remind them that more needs to be done to meet the target of reducing the proportion of 

maternal mortality by three quarters.
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Millennium Goal #5, Improve Maternal Health/Infographic

Maternal Health in Developing Countries
Simple Tools to Save the Lives of Mothers and Kids
Imagine if pregnant women and their kids in developing countries could be given simple, lifesaving health care, even when miles away 

from a hospital or doctor. Community health workers—trained practitioners who provide health care for pregnant women, assist in 

childbirth, and treat newborns—provide just that service. Without community health workers, pregnant women and newborn babies 

in the developing world are at risk for disease. More than 350,000 women die in childbirth and pregnancy each year, and almost 3.6 

million babies die before they are a month old. Even small complications can be deadly for people living far from hospitals. Community 

health workers are saving lives by using a very basic—yet very important–set of solutions and techniques.

In the Kit:
1. �Soap, Sterile Blade, Plastic Sheet, Clean 

Thread or Cord Clamps: In low-resource areas, this 
simple, clean equipment can ensure safer childbirth.

2. �Misoprostol: A drug that helps to prevent bleeding 
after childbirth. It doesn’t need to be injected, and because 
it doesn’t need to be refrigerated, it’s easy to transport.

3. �Baby Hat and Swaddling Materials: Keeping 
babies warm is important. Hats and blankets help prevent 
newborn hypothermia and infections.

4. �Insecticide-treated Bed Nets: By sleeping under 
nets treated with insecticides, mothers and their children 
can reduce their risk of being bitten by malaria-infected 
mosquitoes.

5. �Paediatric Zinc Tablets: Diarrhoea is a leading cause 
of death among children in developing countries. Using zinc 
with oral rehydration therapy can significantly reduce the 
severity of the illness.

6. �Vaccines: Rotavirus, pneumonia, measles, Hib and DPT 
vaccines are all crucial for protecting children from disease. 
For example, rotavirus alone is the cause of more than 
500,000 deaths a year in the developing world.

7. �Pneumonia Drugs and Timer for Respiratory 
Tracking: Pneumonia can pose a major health risk for 
children. Proper treatment and the use of a simple timer to 
monitor breathing can help save lives.

8. �Plumpy’nut: A peanut-based paste rich in vitamins, 
minerals and calories that helps promote rapid weight gain 
for children suffering from malnutrition. It doesn’t need 
water or refrigeration and lasts for two years.

9. �Educational Material (like Flash Cards): 
These cards can give new mothers advice when the 
community health worker isn’t available, and can help 
teach best practices for the mother’s health and for raising 
healthy children.

Source: Maternal, Newborn & Child Health, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

www.gatesfoundation.org/infographics/Pages/infographics.aspx
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Millennium Goal #5, Improve Maternal Health/Activity: Celebrating Mothers

Activity: Celebrating Mothers 

Purpose 
To help students learn about how people in other cultures celebrate mothers. 

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 1-6

Timing 
1 hour

Materials
Computer

Internet

Materials for display

Procedure
1. �Mothers are celebrated throughout the world. Ask students to read through the ways in which mothers are celebrated (below) 

and choose one to investigate further using the school library or the internet.

2. Ask the students to create a display of different ways in which mothers are celebrated. 

Mother’s Day Around the World
Mother’s Day is now celebrated in many countries around the world. Australia, Mexico, Denmark, Finland, Italy, Turkey, Belgium, 

Russia, China and Thailand all have special celebrations to honour mothers.

• �The ancient Greeks celebrated Mother’s Day in spring, like we do in Canada. They used to honour Rhea, mother of the gods, at 

dawn with honey cakes, special drinks and flowers.

• Japan’s Imperial Family traces its descent from Omikami Amaterasu, the Mother of the World.

• Hindu scripture credits the Great Mother, Kali Ma, with the invention of writing.

• Native American women have long been honoured with the name ‘Life of the Nation’ for their gift of motherhood to the people.

• �The Buddha honoured mothers when he said, ‘As a mother, even at the risk of her own life, loves and protects her child, so let a 

man cultivate love without measure toward the whole world.’

• �Mother’s Day in England originated during the 1600s. Servants would go home to see their families, bringing cakes and sweets to 

their mothers. This custom was called ‘going a-mothering’. Each mother would receive a simnel cake and mothers would give a 

blessing to their children.

Source: Change the World in Eight Steps. 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/change_the_world_in_eight_steps

Click on Goal 5: To improve maternal health—information and activities 
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Millennium Goal #5, Improve Maternal Health/Activity: Mother’s Health around the World

Activity: Mother’s Health Around the World 

Purpose 
Introduce students to facts about maternal health in developing countries.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/Health; Grades 6-9

Timing 
1 hour

Materials
A photocopy of the worksheet next page for each student 

Computers Internet

Procedure
1. �Give each student a photocopy of the table below and ask them to match the beginnings of the sentences to the endings so that 

they have a sentence that makes sense.

2. Ask them to use the internet to do some research into the fifth Millennium Development Goal.

•  �What kind of improvements does the United Nations want governments to make?

•  �How easy would it be to make these changes?

•  �Ask students to write a summary of their findings.

•  �Suggested websites include:  http://endpoverty2015.org/    www.un.org/millenniumgoals

Teaching Points
Target 5.A. Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio

Target 5.B. Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductive health

More than 500 000 women die each year in pregnancy and childbirth. Most of them die because they had no access to skilled 

routine and emergency care. Since 1990, some countries in Asia and Northern Africa have more than halved maternal mortality. 

There has also been progress in sub-Saharan Africa. But here, unlike in the developed world where a woman’s life time risk of dying 

during or following pregnancy is 1 in 4300, the risk of maternal death is very high at 1 in 31. Increasing numbers of women are 

now seeking care during childbirth in health facilities and therefore it is important to ensure that quality of care provided is optimal. 

Some 215 million women who would prefer to delay or avoid pregnancy still lack access to safe and effective contraception. It is 

estimated that satisfying the unmet need for family planning alone could cut the number of maternal deaths by almost a third.

The UN Secretary-General’s Global Strategy for Women’s and Children’s Health aims to prevent 33 million unwanted pregnancies 

between 2011 and 2015 and to save the lives of women who are at risk of dying of complications during pregnancy and childbirth, 

including unsafe abortion.

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION key working areas
•  �Strengthening health systems and promoting interventions focusing on policies and strategies that work, are pro-poor and cost-

effective.

•  �Monitoring and evaluating the burden of maternal and newborn ill-health and its impact on societies and their socio-economic 

development.

•  �Building effective partnerships in order to make best use of scarce resources and minimize duplication in efforts to improve 

maternal and newborn health.

•  �Advocating for investment in maternal and newborn health by highlighting the social and economic benefits and by emphasizing 

maternal mortality as a human rights and equity issue. 

•  �Coordinating research, with wide-scale application, that focuses on improving maternal health in pregnancy and during and after 

childbirth. 
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Millennium Goal #5, Improve Maternal Health/Worksheet: Mother’s Health around the World  

Worksheet: Mother’s Health Around the World
A. �Every minute of every day, somewhere in the 

world and most often in a developing country...

�

1.� �...it represents an enormous cost to her nation, her 

community, and her family.

B. A woman’s death is more than a personal tragedy,...

�

2. �...can significantly reduce the health risk that women  

face when they become pregnant.

C. Most maternal deaths could be prevented if women had...

�

3.� �...a woman dies from complications related to  

pregnancy or childbirth.

D. �More than a decade of research has shown 

that small and affordable measures...

�

4.� �...children lose their primary caregiver, communities are 

denied her paid and unpaid labour, and countries forego 

her contributions to economic and social development.

E. When a mother dies...

�

5.� �...making maternal mortality the health statistic with 

the largest disparity between developed and developing 

countries.

F. �Nearly all maternal deaths (99 percent) 

occur in the developing world...

� 

6.� �...access to appropriate healthcare during pregnancy and 

childbirth, and immediately afterwards.

Source: Change the World in Eight Steps. 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/change_the_world_in_eight_steps
Click on Goal 5: To improve maternal health—information and activities 
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Millennium Goal #5, Improve Maternal Health/Activity: The Story of a Birth  

Activity: The Story of a Birth

Purpose
Each student will discover the story of a birth in North America by talking to a woman who has had a baby in North America (or 

another developed region) to complete the attached worksheet. The women they interview can be their own mothers, aunts, 

neighbours, and so on. They will partner with other students to identify similarities and differences between birth stories. They will 

understand these experiences in contrast to the experience of birth in a developing country.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/Health; Grades 6-9

Timing
1 hour for the lesson

Plus time for interviews (not during school hours)

1 hour to debrief

Materials
Hand-out Worksheet “The Story of Birth”

Teaching Points
Every year, more than 500,000 women die in childbirth, most of them in developing countries. While this is not an issue of concern 

in wealthier nations—where fewer than 10 women die for every 100,000 child births—the rate of deaths among women in the 

developing world can be as high as 1,000 for every 100,000 births. Poverty is the biggest reason for this disparity. The women in the 

developing world are dying during childbirth because they are malnourished and weakened by other illnesses and disease. They are 

also more likely to have numerous births and they lack access to trained health care workers and medical facilities.

Procedure
1. �To assess prior knowledge, hold a brief discussion about the range of services that women have to choose from when they are 

pregnant - hospital care, midwives, family doctor, etc. Ask students if they know about the types of tests/services that pregnant 

women typically get—ultrasounds, blood tests, etc.

2. �Ask students to consider the assumptions held by North Americans regarding health care experiences for pre/post natal care (i.e., 

doctors, not midwives deliver babies, babies are delivered in hospitals not homes, medicine for pain is preferable).

3. �Distribute the handout/worksheet “The Story of Birth” and ask students to speak to a woman who has given birth about her 

experiences during pregnancy and childbirth.

4. �The next day, hold a discussion about some of the information they gathered. 

a. What are some of the similarities between all of their experiences? 

b. What are some of the differences? 

c. What did they learn that surprised them? 

d. Share their ideas about how things would be different for new mothers in the developing world. 

e. How might extreme poverty make these birth stories different?

5. �Explain to students that the United Nations came up with the fifth Millennium Development Goal to help make things more fair 

for all mothers so that they have access to life-saving health care during pregnancy and child birth.

6. �As a class, identify five measures that could be implemented to improve maternal health in the developing world, based on the 

findings from the worksheet.

Source: Educational Resources. Free the Children. 
www.freethechildren.com/getinvolved/educator/programs.php?type=curriculum 
Click on Health: Secondary Lesson Plan
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Millennium Goal #5, Improve Maternal Health/Worksheet: The Story of a Birth

Worksheet: The Story of a Birth

1. My interviewee was pregnant from (month/year) _____________to (month/year)________________ 

2. During this time, she visited the doctor _________times.

3. She took the following health measures while she was pregnant: 

4. She took these medicines and/or vitamins while she was pregnant: 

5. She bought the medicines from:______________

 

6. Did she pay for the medicines herself, or were they covered by insurance or public health programs? 

7. She took a childbirth class: Yes or No (circle one) 

8. The class was provided for free through public health or a hospital: Yes or No (circle one) 

9. How did the childbirth class help her? 

10. My interviewee was mostly comfortable/uncomfortable (circle one) while she was pregnant. 

11. �She had the following people to help her while she was in the hospital:  

(list doctors, nurses, family members, etc.)

12. She took some medicine to reduce the pain when she began delivery: Yes or No (circle one) 

13. My interviewee stayed at the hospital for _______ days.

14. �With your interviewee’s help, write a paragraph on the following:  

Mothers in the developing world sometimes have a harder time when having a baby because they 

don’t have easy access to doctors, hospitals and other services. My interviewee believes that if she had 

been a mother in a developing country, maybe things would have been very different. This is how: 

(write a paragraph on the back of this page):
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This Comic takes place in  

Saskatchewan, Canada

Continent: North America  

Capital of Saskatchewan: Regina  

Language: English, French  

Sport: Football— Rough Riders!  

Population (2011): 1,053,960

Many aboriginal people have been living under constant oppression in 

Canada.In this comic, Moshum (grandfather) tells Jessica stories from 

his past. He explains the suffering he and his family faced when white 

settlers took over First Nations land. Such incredible suffering resulted 

from being considered savages, being forced into Residential Schools, and 

from not being treated for easily treatable and curable diseases (TB). Read 

this comic and witness the life of Moshum, and the challenges he faced 

growing up.

Goal 6 – related Learning Ideas:
1. �Have students research First Nation’s history in Canada, and the challenges that are faced by First Nations people when European 

settlers took over the land. After some in-depth research, assign students different challenges that arose during this conflict  

(i.e. residential schools, tuberculosis, poverty, etc) and have students create a presentation outlining these issues to the class, and 

the effects that these issues have had on Canada’s First Nations.

2. �Let students imagine that they are all doctors, in their final year of studying medicine. As part of their final assignment, each 

student must create a disease pamphlet on either tuberculosis, malaria, or HIV/AIDS. Pamphlets must include all required 

information to understand the disease, its symptoms, what it effects, if it is curable, etc.

3. �Invite a speaker to your class from the aboriginal culture who has been through the challenges, or whose parents or grandparents 

went through the challenges. Have students prepare questions to ask the speaker. This activity is an excellent way for students to 

explore a different perspective on this issue, so discussion is highly encouraged.

Source: Wikipedia

“It is health that is real wealth  
and not pieces of gold and silver.” 
–Mahatma Gandhi

Goal 6: 
Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria,and Other Diseases
Stop terrible diseases like HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB  
from spreading, and make them less common.
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Millennium Goal #6, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases/Did You Know? and Glossary

Did You Know?
• �Every day over 7,400 people are infected with HIV and 5,500 die from AIDS- related illnesses. HIV remains the leading cause of 

death among reproductive-aged women worldwide.

• An estimated 33.4 million people were living with HIV in 2008, two thirds of them in sub-Saharan Africa.

• Access to HIV treatment in low- and middle-income countries increased ten-fold over a span of just five years.

• �Malaria kills a child in the world every 45 seconds. Close to 90 per cent of malaria deaths occur in Africa, where it accounts for a 

fifth of childhood mortality.

• 1.8 million people died from tuberculosis in 2008, about 500,000 of whom were HIV-positive.

Source: UN Summit (2010)

Glossary
Reserve: is specified by the Indian Act as a “tract of land, the legal title to which is vested in Her Majesty, which has been set 

apart by Her Majesty for the use and benefit of a band.”

Civilized: people were called “civilized” to set them apart from barbarians or savages.

Residential schools: school system was intended to assimilate the children of the Aboriginal peoples in Canada into 

European-Canadian society. The purpose of the schools, which separated children from their families, has also been described as 

cultural genocide or “killing the Indian in the child.”

Tuberculosis (TB): a common, and in many cases lethal, infectious disease caused by various strains of mycobacteria. This 

bacteria typically attacks the lungs, but can also affect other parts of the body. It is spread through the air when people who have 

an active TB infection cough, sneeze, or otherwise transmit their saliva through the air.

Contagious: infectious/communicable diseases that are easily transmitted by physical contact.

Sanitation: the hygienic means of promoting health through prevention of human contact with the hazards of wastes.

HIV/AIDS: a disease of the human immune system caused by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). HIV is transmitted primarily 

via unprotected sexual intercourse (including anal and even oral sex), contaminated blood transfusions and hypodermic needles, and 

from mother to child during pregnancy, delivery, or breastfeeding.

Malaria: a mosquito-borne infectious disease of humans and other animals caused by protists (a type of microorganism).
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Millennium Goal #6, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases/ What about HIV? Infographic

www.artforaidsinternational.org/2011/04/what-about-hiv-infographic/
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Millennium Goal #6, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases/Activity:A Talk Show on Health

Activity: A Talk Show on Health

Purpose:
This activity allows students to work in teams to create a talk show documentary skit about health issues in the developing world 

and how they tie in to other, poverty-related issues. A talk show format is a fun and engaging way for students to demonstrate 

their knowledge. If equipment is available, students may choose to videotape their skit or present it to a live audience during an 

assembly.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/Media Studies; Grades 6-12

Timing: 
3 hours

Materials
Video camera

Computers

Internet

teaching points:
The sixth Millennium Development Goal addresses the devastation caused by HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, particularly in 

the developing world. AIDS, especially, is wiping out whole families, and an entire generation of parents, leaving grandmothers to 

care for their grandchildren. In many cases, AIDS orphans become heads of households, caring for younger siblings even though 

they are still children themselves. Although HIV/AIDS and other diseases are a global issue, they most seriously affect those living 

in poverty because they lack access to life-saving medicines. These diseases contribute to poverty and in some cases are actually 

reversing progress that has been made to alleviate extreme poverty.

Procedure: 
1. �Divide students into three groups (HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis) and ask each group to conduct in-depth research into the 

disease and be prepared to act as experts in the area.

2. Give students the following guiding research questions:

    �       �A. What is the disease? 

B. How is it transmitted? 

C. Which countries are most affected by the disease? 

D. Why has the situation become so serious? 

E. What are the implications if improvements are not made (connect to other issues)? 

F. What can/should be done?

3. �Let each group know they will appoint specific tasks to group members: one person will introduce background information on 

the disease during the “taping” of the show, a second member can be the spokesperson on the implications of the disease and 

one person can make a chart or create a short PowerPoint to present the statistics.

4. �Ask students to elect one host for the show who, with the help of the group not presenting on the show, will design a list of 

questions for all the “experts” on the panel. The “audience” or the students not presenting should generate suggestions on 

what the class/ audience can do to help either the host or the panel of speakers.

Closure:
In an open forum on the show or as a group afterward, talk about implications of inaction on these health issues.

Source: Millennium Development Goals Activities, Elementary Level. 
www.freethechildren.com/getinvolved/educator/docs/MDGactivities_Elem.pdf
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Millennium Goal #6, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases/Activity:South Africa’s AIDS Epidemic

Activity: South Africa’s AIDS Epidemic

Purpose
To consider the following in relation to South Africa:

• Examine the effects of AIDS on children;

• Research the AIDS epidemic and its consequences;

• Describe long-term social, political, and economic consequences of widespread AIDS;

• Explain how the value system of a society exerts great influence on the attitudes and behaviour of people.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/Health; Grades 8-12

Timing
3 hours

Materials
Computers, Internet

Article “A Haven for AIDS homeless”

Procedures
1. �Survey the class to assess students’ knowledge of HIV/AIDS. Discuss the AIDS epidemic in the United States (or Canada) and the 

world as well as prevention campaigns and social implications. Talk about the International AIDS Conference held in July in South 
Africa. Ask students if they are aware of the international attention on Africa since reports listed staggering numbers of AIDS 
cases there. Discuss what happens when parents die of the disease.

2. Have students read the article “A haven for AIDS homeless.” Then ask the following:
	 Who is Nkosi Johnson?
	 How did he meet Gail Johnson?
	 Where is Nkosi’s Haven?
	 Why was it established?
	 What happens to children of deceased parents in villages where there are no shelters?
	 How many women live there with children?
	 How would you describe Gail Johnson’s vision for her project?
	 What do you think will happen to these orphans?
	 Why do you believe AIDS-stricken people are being rejected?
	 Do you agree or disagree that children with AIDS should not be allowed in schools? Explain.
	 Why do you think that Feroza Mohamed is an outcast in her home village?
	� “I need to know that I am offering comfort and ... a life of substance to people who’ve been rejected,” Gail Johnson said. 

Based on that statement, what motive is there for Johnson to initiate such a project?
	 Explain why this type of humanitarian gesture and concern is necessary.
	 Do you believe that people should feel obligated to help others in need around the world?
	 If not, explain. If so, to what extent should people go to assist others?

3. �Group students into three teams and have each team research either long-term social, political, or economic consequences of 
widespread AIDS in South Africa. Direct students to online and media resources for their research. Groups may want to consider 
any of the following questions/issues: 

	 How will poor nations pay for vaccines or treatment? 
	 Who will assist these nations with funding? 
	 What government financial assistance is available, if any? 
	 What are AIDS patients’ legal rights? How are AIDS patients’ social lives changed because of this disease? 
	 What political implications are involved with AIDS? 
	 After researching consequences, direct each group to present its findings.

4. Have members of each group brainstorm for ways to educate their community and the world on their plan for action.

Source: International Institute for Capacity Building in Africa (IICBA), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
http://library.unesco-iicba.org/English/HIV_AIDS/cdrom materials/CNNlessons/homeless.html  
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Millennium Goal #6, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases/Worksheet: South Africa’s AIDS Epidemic

Worksheet: South Africa’s AIDS Epidemic 
Advocate establishes South African home for mothers and children  
who are HIV-positive August 17, 2000

A Haven for AIDS Homeless
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (CNN)

From the moment of his birth, Nkosi Johnson has had to fight. As one of Africa’s millions of AIDS-stricken children, he 

had to battle those who didn’t want to let him go to school. And when he is sick, his own body turns against him. 

But Nkosi has a real advocate in Gail Johnson, the woman who adopted him from a care center where she once 

worked. Johnson has begun a project she calls Nkosi’s Haven, a home for women and children with AIDS who have 

nowhere else to go.

Nkosi’s mother had to give him up because she was dying of AIDS. Those are the types of women – the abandoned 

and terminally ill -- that Johnson said she targets to help.

Women such as Feroza Mohamed are benefiting from Johnson’s efforts. Mohamed is among 10 women living at 

Nkosi’s Haven. They are able to keep their children with them during the little time they have left.

“The moment you ask her, she (Johnson) is there for you,” Mohamed said. “I am dying of this disease, but I know she 

is making it better.” Mohamed’s son, also HIV-positive, stays with her at Nkosi’s Haven. Another son who was born just 

the week she arrived did not survive.

Mohamed is an outcast in her village, but she said she can now die in peace, knowing that Johnson will not turn her 

son out to fend for himself. Johnson also has “adopted” other AIDS orphans by taking food to them in the townships 

and paying for their schooling.

“Yesterday, Nkosi was asking me what my dream was,” Johnson said. “I’d love to see Nkosi’s Haven Project caring for 

15,000 women in two years’ time.” Forty-four women are on the waiting list for moving into the home, and the need 

is growing. 

“It’s beg, borrow and steal at the moment,” Johnson said. “I need to raise a lot.” Another dream Johnson has is to 

raise $2 million in the United States. With the favourable exchange rate, she said she believes she could easily open 

and fund three more care centers.

“I need to know that I am offering comfort and ... a life of substance to people who’ve been rejected,” Johnson said. 

“I’d like to think I’ve given them some hope–and a reason for just carrying on.”

CNN Medical Correspondent Eileen O’Connor contributed to this report.
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Millennium Goal #6, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases/Activity:Global Decision Making

Activity: Global Decision Making 

Purpose
A simulation activity where students represent different countries in the United Nations and debate issues. 

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 8-12 

Timing

Total: 5 hours
1 hour: Teacher prep time to learn about the work of the UN, its purpose and current issues 

20-30 minutes - introducing the UN to students

10-20 minutes - assigning groups and laying out ground rules for groups and debates

1-3 hours - Student preparation time, one to three hours.

1-2 hours – in class debate, vote and wrap-up

Materials
Stopwatch

Time colour cards – red, green, yellow (to keep debaters on time) 

procedure
1. �Explain to students the history of the United Nations, how it works, what resolutions are and introduce the idea of holding a 

“mock UN” in class. 	 www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/

2. Pair students off and assign different countries to each pair. 

3. �Share the following resolution with your students. Let them know this will be the basis of their debate and it will be the 

resolution on which they will vote as members of the General Assembly at the United Nations. 

“Be it resolved that all UN member nations commit 0.25 per cent of their gross national income to the  
Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. This amount will be separate from each country’s foreign aid 
contributions (or Official Development Assistance). Member nations that do not comply will forfeit their voting rights in 
the General Assembly for a period of six months.”

4. Have students do research based on the following criteria:

	 a. Information about the Global Fund

	 b. General information about the country they are representing (population, GDP/GNI, political situation, etc.)

	� c. Specific information about the HIV/AIDS situation (infection rates, access to anti-retroviral drugs, deaths, AIDS orphans, 

etc.) in the country and the national response to HIV/AIDS

	 d. Information about global support and barriers to address HIV/AIDS as a global pandemic

5. �Students will have to prepare an official statement (two to three minutes) that they will present to the General Assembly (all the 

other student-represented countries) about their national stance on the resolution. The official statement should provide all the 

elements of their research on the four areas listed above. It should end with “[Name of country] supports/does not support this 

resolution.” These presentations will likely take up an entire period.

6. �Set a date for the “UN Debate” and give students the deadline to prepare. Assign a timekeeper/protocol officer. Go over the 

ground rules of debate protocol.
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Millennium Goal #6, Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases/Activity:Global Decision Making (part 2)

Activity: Global Decision Making 

Procedure (Debate and Vote) 
7. �Set up the classroom in a circular configuration so groups face each other. Go over the ground rules of protocols you’ve 

established. Cue the timekeeper and encourage students to take notes on the official statements they will be hearing and 

questions they want to ask or remarks they want to make to other student pairs representing other countries.

8. Open up the floor to allow students to debate the resolution.

	 a. Begin by reading the resolution out loud.

	 b. Each country then reads their prepared official statements (two to three minutes).

	� c. Once each country has read their official statements, ten minutes can be given for the countries to discuss amongst 

themselves and prepare for the Q & A period.

	 d. Each country then has one minute to ask questions of other countries based on the official statements they have read.

9. �As the time you’ve allotted for debate draws to a close, give students a few minutes to confer with their partner on what their 

final stance will be on the resolution. Then read the resolution one last time and ask countries to vote. Each country only gets one 

vote (each pair should vote the same way).  

Ask them to stand if they: a. Agree b. Disagree c. Undecided

10. �Have the timekeeper count and record the number of people standing for each of these three categories. The category with 

the highest number of votes wins. If the votes are highest in the “Disagree” or “Undecided” category, the resolution fails. This 

means that the resolution dies right there. If the highest number of votes is in the “Agree” category, the resolution passes. This 

means the United Nations General Assembly has decided to move the resolution to action.

11. Have the timekeeper make an official announcement on whether the resolution passes or fails.

Discussion Questions
How easy or difficult is it to come to an international consensus? Why?

Do you think governments weigh out the human cost of their decisions?

Source: Educational Resources. Free the Children. 
www.freethechildren.com/getinvolved/educator/programs.php?type=curriculum 
Click on Millennium Development Goals: Secondary Activities
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This Comic takes  

place in China

Continent: Asia 

Capital: Beijing 

Language: Mandarin 

Sport: Martial Arts, Tennis,  

Badminton, Swimming 

Population (2010): 1,339,724,852

We tend to forget about the environment having rights, but today, more 

than ever, The ecosystems that provide essential services are failing due 

to human activity. This comic takes a look at a small village in China, and 

the impact that deforestation and pollution have had on the survival of 

the forest and the surrounding natural habitat. Chen-Chi and her family 

work together to replant the forest, but will they be able to save the 

environment, or will human corruptions like pollution, unsustainable 

development, and waste destroy their plan? Read this comic to find out 

what happens!

Goal 7 – related Learning Ideas:
1. �Measure your classroom’s garbage intake for a week. Everyday, have students weigh in the amount of garbage and recycling they 

produce, and have them consider the impacts of this waste over a longer period of time. At the end of the week, conclude this 

activity by creating posters to raise awareness on waste accumulation, and garbage produced in school, in hopes of encouraging 

other students and classes to waste less.

2. �Start a Tree Planting Campaign at your school. Involve students, teachers, staff, and parents, and make a goal to plant a certain 

amount of trees at your school, or around your community every year.

3. �The environment is often forgotten as an important aspect of our lives. The environment has rights, just as we humans have 

rights. Have students write letters to their Members of Parliament, or leaders, urging these people in power to protect the 

environment, and take a stance against destroying our world.

Source: Wikipedia

“We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging 
to us. When we see land as a community to which we belong, 
we may begin to use it with love and respect.”
—Aldo Leopold, United States environmentalist.

Goal 7:
Ensure Environmental Sustainability
Cut in half the number of people who lack clean water,  
improve the lives of people who live in slums,  
and promote policies that respect the environment.
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Millennium Goal #7, Ensure Environmental Sustainability/Did You Know? and Glossary

Did You Know?

Forests
• �Canada’s Boreal Forest covers 53% of the country, contains the majority of Canada’s plant and animal species and is the world’s 

main source of industrial wood and wood pulp. Only 8% of Canada’s Boreal Forest is officially protected from industrial activity.

• �80% of the world’s old growth forest has been lost to human activity.

Water
• �The average Canadian household generates about 1.5 million litres of waste water every year.

• �The average load in an automatic dishwasher uses 35 to 45 litres of water.

• �It takes 7,000 litres (1,850 gallons) of water to refine one barrel of crude oil.

Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• �Canada is the largest consumer of energy and the second-largest producer of greenhouse gas emissions on a per capita basis.

• �43% of personal greenhouse gas emissions in Saskatchewan come from cars. It takes 130 trees to absorb the carbon dioxide 

emitted from just one car every year.

Glossary 
Botanical gardens: gardens where plants are studied and conserved. 

ClearCutting: a controversial forestry/logging practice in which most or all trees in a harvest area are cut down.

Desertification: the process of fertile land transforming into desert typically as a result of deforestation, drought or improper/

inappropriate agriculture.

Environment: all living and non-living things that occur naturally on Earth. 

Horticulture: the industry and science of plant cultivation including the process of preparing soil for the planting of seeds, 

tubers, or cuttings.

ilmenite: a mineral used as whitening for paper, plastic and paint.

pigment: a material that changes the color of reflected or transmitted light. Pigments are used for coloring paint, ink, plastic, 

fabric, cosmetics, food and other materials.

Pollution: the contamination of air, water, or soil by substances that are harmful to living organisms.

Rio Tinto: a large mining company. 

Sustainability: capable of being continued with minimal long-term effect on the environment.
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Millennium Goal #7, Ensure Environmental Sustainability/Infographic

www.intelligent-partnership.com/news/earth-will-eat-itself/
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Millennium Goal #7, Ensure Environmental Sustainability/Activity: Developing the Rainforest

Activity: Developing the Rainforest

Purpose
This lesson links sustainable development and the environment with a specific focus on rainforests. Students explore an example of 

how economic development impacts the environment.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/Biology; Grades 7-9

Timing
3-4 hours

Materials
Computers

Internet

Worksheet A

Worksheet B

Procedure
1. �Ask students for information about rainforests. Try to include issues such as diversity of species, natural habitats, climate and 

global warming. Ask students to find Madagascar on the wall-map or in their atlases and mark it on a map of Africa.

2. �Divide the class into 5 groups and explain that they will prepare to debate environmental issues concerning the rainforest in 

Madagascar.

3. �Distribute “Worksheet A” and read through with students. Invite comments. Distribute “Worksheet B” and instruct groups that 

at the end, they will be given a position to defend. To do so, they need to read all the arguments closely.

4. �Allot a role to each group. Advise students that while they may not in reality support the allotted role but that this is a good way 

of exploring the arguments. They will be afforded an opportunity to state their own opinions at the end. Groups should finally 

appoint and brief a spokesperson.

5. If there is sufficient time available they could prepare banners, posters or slogans to promote their position during the debate.

6. After the debate, encourage them to express their opinions.
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Millennium Goal #7, Ensure Environmental Sustainability/Worksheet A: Developing the Rainforest

Worksheet A: Developing the Rainforest 

The following article, by Jo Revill, appeared in The Observer on August 7, 2005:

Madagascar’s Unique Forest Under Threat 
One of the world’s biggest mining companies has been given permission to open up an enormous mine on the Indian 

Ocean island of Madagascar which will involve digging up some of the world’s most unique forest. 

Madagascar is noted for its wildlife. Many of its plant and animal species exist nowhere else in the world. Its beauty 

and coastline are also beginning to make it popular with tourists and its popularity has been further boosted by the 

film Madagascar, the animated movie which features animals escaping from a New York zoo and ending up on the 

island. 

But the company, mining giant Rio Tinto, says environmental damage will be kept to a minimum. It says it will bring 

wealth to a poor region. 

Coastal rainforest bordering the Indian Ocean will be dug up in a 635 million project to extract ilmenite. The operation 

could last for 40 years. There is enormous demand for the white pigment, which is used in paper, paint and plastics. 

Madagascar has more groups of rare animals than almost anywhere else on earth. Best known of Madagascar’s 

animals are the lemurs, monkey-like creatures with large eyes, of which there are 32 different species. Other creatures 

under stress are the ploughshare tortoise, the world’s rarest tortoise, of which only a few hundred survive today, and 

the side neck turtle. 

Rio Tinto assessed the likely damage. As a result, the company decided to set aside a conservation area on land it was 

previously going to mine, so that some of the plants and species could be protected. It also worked with experts from 

Kew Gardens, the famous botanical gardens in London, to preserve the seeds of threatened plants. Kew Gardens 

received sponsorship money from Rio Tinto as part of the deal.

Source: Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Government of Ireland. 
www.irishaid.gov.ie/uploads/Our World Our Future.pdf
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Millennium Goal #7, Ensure Environmental Sustainability/Worksheet B: Developing the Rainforest

Worksheet B: Developing the Rainforest 

�First Environmentalist (Against The Project) 
This is a very sad day and very bad news for the people of Madagascar.  

Rio Tinto is exploiting natural resources in poorer countries and, once again, it is the local people who will pay the price.  

There is terrible poverty in Madagascar, but this is not the best way to help.  

Thousands of foreigners will come in to take the jobs, and there are worries about the spread of diseases such as HIV/AIDS.  

I fear it’s going to destroy one of the most beautiful regions in the world.

�Expert from Kew Botanical Gardens (For the Project) 
We shouldn’t criticise the company.  

We wanted to see the least environmental damage possible from this project.  

They are giving money to us to preserve the plant species.  

Look what we have done to our country.  

If we follow the same rules, shouldn’t we be covering our country with oak forest and wild boars?  

We have an odd view about what is right and wrong.

�Company Spokesperson (For)
We believe we have done everything we can to keep the impact on the environment as small as possible.  

Ilmenite was going to be mined one way or another. If we did not do it, another company would. 

Much of the forest in the south has already disappeared because local people have chopped down many of the trees for firewood.  

We will actually be restoring the forest by planting seeds and trees in areas that have been stripped.

Second Environmentalist (Against) 
You might have lots of plans for environmental protection, backed by lots of experts, but we are looking at a mine that will operate 

for 40 years.  

What are we going to do if, at the end of it all, there are species that become extinct, forests that are ruined and people who are 

still poor?  

Who’s going to be held accountable for that? No one!  

It’s the age-old story of large companies getting exactly what they want, whatever the environmental cost.

Government Spokesperson from Madagascar (For) 
You have no right to criticise the company or the government.  

Look at the type of paper and paint you want.  

By demanding those goods, you are demanding that we or someone else provides ilmenite.  

We are providing what you people in the developed world want.  

This is among the poorest countries on Earth and you want us to protect forests at our own cost and turn up our noses at money 

that could provide health and education for our children.
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Millennium Goal #7, Ensure Environmental Sustainability/Activity: Finding Environmentally Friendly Alternatives

Activity: �Finding Environmentally Friendly Alternatives

Purpose
Students will split into five separate groups, which will each be responsible for understanding how one aspect of their lives 

contributes to climate change. Each group will share their results through a skit in the form of a commercial, demonstrating how 

youth can reduce their consumption and carbon emissions through a change in that particular aspect of their lives.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-9

Timing
2 hours

Materials
Computers

Internet

Black/white board

Rationale
Complex environmental issues can seem like problems without easy solutions. Ultimately, the solutions to these issues lie in the 

decisions of regular people. The average American produces 20 tonnes of carbon emissions each year. This number could easily be 

reduced if we all made environmentally friendly choices, which would help to slow or eliminate climate change.

Procedure
1. �Provide a brief recap of global warming and climate change. (Note: Students may have seen the popular documentary, An 

Inconvenient Truth, created by former US vice-president Al Gore.)

2. �Write these five categories as headings on the board: 

Household Activities, School Activities, Transportation, Food and Drink, Entertainment and Fashion.

3. �In a large discussion, identify two to three activities or products for each of these categories that consume resources, create 

emissions and/or contribute to climate change. 

Provide the following examples if students are slow to provide answers: 

• Household Activities: heating, cooling, lighting 

• School Activities: paper use, lighting, heating (can also be specific to your school) 

• �Transportation: Idling engines in cars or buses, travelling via airplanes vs. cars vs. carpooling vs. buses vs. cycling or walking, 

paving and maintaining roads

    • �Food or Drink: heavily processed food, food with lots of packaging, food that is shipped from far away vs. locally grown, 

organic foods

    • �Entertainment and Fashion: Buying new clothes all the time vs. buying vintage or used clothes, buying clothes that are 

heavily processed vs. buying organic clothes

4. Split the class into five groups and assign one of the five categories to each group.

5. �Provide each group with resources for research—either access to the Internet or the library. Research can also be completed 

as homework if necessary. Each group will choose one to two aspects of their category as a focus for their research. They will 

choose a specific problem—like consumption of energy through heating—and then use their research time to learn about more 

environmentally friendly alternatives (i.e., solar or wind power).

6. �Each group will prepare a skit in the form of a commercial about their alternative, environmentally friendly practice. The purpose 

of the skit is to educate the rest of the class about a small change they can make in one aspect of their life to reduce their 

consumption.

Closure
Debrief the activity by asking each group to share the most surprising thing they learned during their research. Why did it surprise 

them? What will they do differently in the future based on what they have learned?

Source: Finding Environmentally-Friendly Alternatives: Secondary Level. Free the Children
 www.weday.com/doc/library/secondary/millennium/Environmentally%20Friendly%20Alternatives.pdf
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Millennium Goal #7, Ensure Environmental Sustainability/Activity: Preferbale Future

Activity: Preferable Future 

PURPOSE
To explore the issues of global warming and sustainable development, and to allow students to think about how they would like the 

future to be.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/Language Arts; Grades 6-8

Timing
1-2 hours

Materials
Newspaper articles about climate change (collected by students beforehand.)

Access to the internet or the school library

Note
You will need to ask students to collect newspaper articles about climate change a few days before you do this activity. Alternatively, 

they could search the internet for these articles.

Procedure
1. �Using the articles as a starting point, draw out the main issues in the debate about climate change. List some of the questions 

students have that arise from the discussion. Allocate these questions to small groups and ask them to research the answers 

using the internet or reference books.

2. �Ask the groups to share the results of their research with the class and then begin to think about: 

• what has contributed to the present situation  

• what the probable future for the world will be in ten, twenty or thirty years’ time if we do not take action.

Ask the groups what they would like the world to be like in ten, twenty or thirty years time. They can record their thoughts on 

‘preferable’ and ‘probable’ timelines, as illustrated below. They could draw pictures.

                                                                  Probable Future

                                                                       Preferable future

Source: Change the World in Eight Steps. Oxfam UK. 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/ change_the_world_in_eight_steps/
Click on Goal 7: Clean up the environment—information and activities
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Goal 8:
Develop A Global Partnership for Development
Cut in half the number of people who live on less than  
one US dollar a day and who suffer from hunger.

“We are all caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, 
tied into a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly.”        –Martin Luther King

This Comic Takes  

Place in Ghana

Continent: Africa 

Capital: Accra 

Language: English 

Sport: Football (Soccer) 

Population (2010): 24,233,431

The world is more connected today than it has ever been before. We are 

developing global partnerships with countries from all around the world, 

but what is important to remember is that with partnerships must also 

come fairness. Have you ever wondered how chocolate is made? In this 

comic, see how Canada and Ghana work together through fair trade to 

produce delicious chocolate, and the effects that this fair trade has on the 

farmers and workers both in Ghana and in Canada.

Goal 8–related Learning Ideas:
1. �Students can role play a conversation between a garment maker in India and a retailer selling the garments in a fashionable shop 

in Canada. What would life be like for the garment maker in India? How much money does he/she make? How about life for the 

Canadian shop owner? How much does he/she make? Is it a fair trade between the two parties involved?

2. �As a class, organize a fair trade breakfast. Contact local businesses that supply fair trade products, and show students where the 

various imported foods in our stores actually come from. Using a map of the world, mark down all the different countries that 

were involved in making the breakfast a success.

3. Organize a mini mosaic at your school, celebrating cultures of the world. Include food, music, entertainment, and traditional 

clothing. Also include the eight Millennium Development Goals, human rights, and international development issues that each 

country faces. While the event is a celebration of multiculturalism, it can also be used to raise awareness and teach youth about 

their responsibilities as global citizens.

Source: Wikipedia
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Did You Know? and Glossary

Did you know?
We’ve all seen fair trade products as we browse the grocery store shelves, but do we know what the label means? It’s a symbol that 
the product has been certified by a Fair Trade organization as having been produced under a set of principles that include fair labour 
practices and environmental regulations. Most of the raw materials we consume are grown and harvested by farmers who live in 
abject poverty. Fair trade products try to correct some of that imbalance by guaranteeing fair prices, investing in communities to 
improve quality of life, and ensuring fair treatment for the people producing raw goods. Here’s some more of what you don’t know 
about fair trade:
1. �Fair Price and Credit for Goods: Organized groups of farmers are guaranteed minimum prices and can get credit for harvests 

before they come in.
2. �Fair Labour Conditions for Workers: Fair trade workers must have safe working conditions and living wages. No child labour is 

permitted.
3. �Direct Trade Between Producers and Sellers: Steps are taken to eliminate middle-men, so producers are selling directly to 

consumers.
4. �Transparent Decisions: The groups of farmers must operate under democratic principles.
5. �Community Development Investment: Companies also contribute community development funds to support education, 

healthcare, and other social services.

6. �Environmental Sustainability in Production: Only sustainable agricultural practices are used. No GMOs are permitted.
Source: Standards & Policies. Fairtrade Canada.   http://fairtrade.ca/en/business-centre/standards-policies

Glossary
Ensure that students understand what the following terms mean, especially in relation to the eighth Millennium Development Goal. 
Use this glossary to enhance your own understanding so you can explain the concepts to your students in age-appropriate terms.

Trade: is the commercial exchange (buying and selling on domestic or international markets) of goods and services. 

Aid: is a term referring to the net flow of official development assistance (ODA). This is the transfer of capital, usually in the form 
of loans or grants, from governments, international agencies and public institutions of the industrialized world to governments of 
developing countries. The costs of other forms of assistance, technology transfer or provision of materials may also be included in 
the totals. The goal of the aid system is for wealthy nations to help nations that are less well off. 

Debt relief: is the partial or total forgiveness of debt, or the slowing or stopping of debt growth, owed by the least developed 
nations, especially those which put more money toward paying off debt than they do toward social programs that improve 
development within a nation (such as education, health care, etc.). 

Developing countries: is a loose term used to identify poor nations, using criteria based almost exclusively on per capita 
income. The 172 countries in this group include states which are variously labelled as developing countries, underdeveloped 
countries, low- income countries, the Majority World, the South or the Third World. These nations generally have low levels 
of technology, basic living standards and little in the way of an industrial base. Their economies are mainly agricultural and are 
characterized by cheap, unskilled labour and a scarcity of investment capital. 

Fair trade: is a trading partnership based on dialogue, transparency and respect. Fair trade seeks greater equity in international 
trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of, marginalized 
producers and workers. Fair trade organizations (backed by consumers) are engaged actively in supporting producers, raising 
awareness, and campaigning for changes in the rules and practice of conventional international trade.

Sweatshops: are work environments in which employees work long hours at low wages under poor conditions.

Child labour: is the phenomenon of children who work. In many countries, it is considered inappropriate or exploitative if a 
child below a certain age works, except for some household chores and of course, school work. An employer is often not allowed 
to hire a child below a certain age. This minimum age depends on the country. Children are generally docile, fast, agile and above 
all, cheap and dispensable. Consequently, millions of children in developing countries toil long hours for little reward; they enjoy 
no benefits, insurance or security. Working children are more likely to suffer occupational injuries because of unsafe working 
conditions, inexperience and fatigue because most work places and machinery have been designed for use by adults. The UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted in 1989, affirmed the rights of the world’s children to be protected against all forms 

of abuse, neglect and exploitation, including labour.

Source: http://www.freethechildren.com/getinvolved/educator/5d1ocs/MDGactivities_Elem.pdf
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Fair Trade Infographic
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Activiity: Our World

Activity: Our World

purpose
1. �Begin to appreciate global inter-connections 

2. �Develop an understanding of Planet Earth as an ecosystem 

3. Take the first steps to consider the world from a citizenship viewpoint

Subject and Grade
Social Studies/Geography; Grades 8-12

Timing
1 hour

Materials
Copies of Globingo worksheet

Image of the Earth or a globe

A political world map

Atlases 

Procedure
1. �Distribute Worksheet: Globingo and allow students to circulate freely. Encourage them to consult the world map and 

atlas. Discuss students’ findings emphasising the range of countries encountered. Discuss with students the number of countries 

they have depended on in the course of the morning. Ask them to think about their own household and what each family 

member would have done by now: getting dressed, washing, eating, travelling, using appliances etc.

2. �Explain that, in the course of the following lesson, students will embark on a journey where they will discover many new things 

about the world, how it works, and how they fit into its web of life. Above all, they will explore how people are connected to 

one another.

3. ��Brainstorm what might disrupt the earth’s equilibrium, while including ideas such as meteorites, global warming, climate change, 

and natural disaster. Distinguish natural from manmade threats.

4. �Take a few minutes of silent reflection on what each student likes best about life on Planet Earth today—and also about things 

they do not like. Encourage students to examine wider issues such as ease of travel and transport, technology, availability of 

medicine, spread of disease.

5. �Ask students to list them by writing or drawing on a divided page. The group should then share ideas and record best and worst 

things. Each group extracts an agreed list of 5 best and worst things. Record results on display paper. (Suggested format: design a 

globe in the center with the 5 best listed above and the 5 worst below.)

6. �Discuss results with the rest of the class and introduce the idea of responsibility—who is responsible for maintaining the good 

things and for improving the bad.

7. �Wrap up by explaining that students, by learning about the world, are earning the right to a voice as both citizens and stewards 

of the world’s resources.

Source: Irish Aid, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Government of Ireland. 
www.irishaid.gov.ie/uploads/Our World Our Future.pdf
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Worksheet: Our World

Worksheet: Our World

Globingo
Connecting to the World - Find a different person for each global connection.  

Find someone who:

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS WHICH COUNTRY? WHO?
Ate something recently with ingredients  
from another country

Has a relative from another country

Has a piece of news about another country

Can count to five in a foreign language

Has visited another country

Can name a river in another country

Can name a desert in another country

Can name an animal native to another country

Can say “hello” in a foreign language

Can name the capital city of another country

Is wearing clothes made in another country

Has read a book about another country

Discussion: 
1. �How many different countries did you encounter? 

2. �Which countries is your food imported from? 

3. �Where were your clothes made?

4. �The world is an interconnected web of trade—how often do you think this trade is fair and just?
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Activiity: A Fair Share of the Profits

Activity: A Fair Share of the Profits 
purpose
To help students learn about ‘who gets what’ in international trade and to develop their skills of enquiry.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8

Timing: 
1 Hour

Materials
Photocopies of the job cards on page 5 (see link below). Students in the same group will need copies of the same job card.

Two large-scale drawings of a banana for class display. One should be blank, the other divided into sections according to the income 

received by different groups (as illustrated).

Procedure:
1. �Divide the class into five groups. Each group will take on one role. Give each group enough job cards for each student to be able 

to see one.

2. �Put up the large blank drawing of a banana and tell the class it costs 30 cents. 

3. �Ask each group to decide what ‘share’ they should earn of the total banana price. They should consider the amount of work 

involved, what their job entails and the expenses they have to meet. 

4. �After five minutes ask each group to present its case. Write the amounts on the banana. 

5. �If the total comes to more than 30 cents, hold a discussion between the groups and get them to negotiate a division of income 

between themselves. 

6. �Now reveal the actual division of income by showing the banana drawing marked up with the true income of each group. 

7. �Discuss the following points: 

• Who gets what?  

• How do the growers feel?  

• What division would be fairer?  

• How could the growers get a better deal?

Source: Change the World in Eight Steps. Oxfam UK. 
www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/ change_the_world_in_eight_steps
Click on Goal 8: Build a global partnership for development – information and activities

10%

growers
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20%
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Shipping, importing  
and packing company

30%

retailer
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Worksheet: A Fair Share of the Profits

Worksheet: A Fair Share of the Profits
Market Share job cards

Grower: 
You are a small farmer who grows bananas. After planting it takes nine months before the bunches of bananas are ready to cut 

down. During that time you must protect them against damage from the weather, pests and pesticides by covering the bunches 

with plastic sheets. You must pay for the plastic, fertilizer, and pesticides. When the bananas are ready to pick,you cut them down 

with a large machete (knife) and pack them in boxes.Then you drive them to the port in your pick-up van.

Windward Island Banana Development Company: 
You are a new company, owned half by your Windward Island governments and half by the island’s grower’s associations.You are 

the vital link between farmers and the outside world.You work to get a good price for the farmers’bananas and cheaper prices 

for the shipping.You buy pesticides, fertilisers, boxes and plastic sheeting in bulk,which the farmers can then buy from you.You 

offer advice about banana growing and can help arrange insurance. The Windward Islands are a group of islands in the southern 

Caribbean.

Shipping, importing and packaging company: 
Your company transports the boxes of bananas in refrigerated ships. The voyage from the Caribbean to the UK takes about six 

days. Once the bananas arrive in the UK, you organise the transportation, insurance, tax and customs clearance. Bananas are then 

ripened and packed in your factory.They have to be ripened in special rooms and kept in constant temperature for about a week.

They are then sorted into different sizes. Some are weighed and priced for selling direct to the supermarkets. Others are repacked 

into boxes to be sent to a wholesaler.

Wholesaler: 
You receive boxes of ripened bananas from the packaging company and sell them to fruit shops, market stalls and supermarkets.

Retailer: 
You sell the ripened bananas in your shop or your market stall. You have to sell them fast,before they over ripen and turn brown.
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Millennium Goal #8, Develop A Global Partnership for Development/Activiity: Our Connected World

Activity: Our Connected World
Purpose
Students will create a visual representation of global interconnection, which will set them up for a discussion on equity and trade.

Subject and Grade
Social Studies; Grades 6-8.

Timing
2 hours

Materials
World Map

Small stickers

teaching points
The success of the first seven Millennium Development Goals is dependent on a concrete commitment to uphold this eighth MDG, 

which calls for global partnerships to support development. The existing global partnerships benefit rich countries, especially when it 

comes to the issue of trade. Many countries are still struggling to pay only the interest on loans they acquired decades ago, making 

actual repayment of the principal impossible.

Procedure
1. �Ask students to look at the tags on their clothes, shoes and backpacks, the food in their lunches (fruits with stickers, pre-

packaged items, etc.) and other possessions to find out where they were made or grown. Ask students to create the following 

chart to complete this exercise:

   Item Description	                      Where did it come from?

2. �For every item, put a sticker on the country of origin on a map of the world. (Note: Students can take turns putting stickers on 

the map. Some countries may require multiple stickers. In this case, stickers can be put on a piece of paper beside the country.) 

Once possessions have been exhausted, move on to ask where students’ families, how ever many generations back, came from in 

the world. Again, mark these locations with thumb tacks on the map.

3. �At this point, the map should be covered with stickers or thumb tacks, creating a visualization of the international connections of 

our everyday lives.

Transition
4. �In a large group, talk about the reasons behind the specific aims of the eighth Millennium Development Goal. This discussion is 

intended to summarize the ideas of inequality brought up by previous MDG lessons. To simplify the discussion for your students’ 

understanding, tell them to think of “global partnership” as a strategy for reaching out to other countries and helping people.

5. �Here are some specific questions to address through the discussion:  

• If we believe our lives are globally interconnected as we saw on the map, how can the eighth MDG benefit all countries?  

For example, how does a better life for children in China benefit people in North America?  

• The reality that a large part of the population in many countries remains in poverty creates a dilemma.  

We have so much while other people have so little. How can we make the world a fair place for everyone?  

• Ask students what they think may be the advantages and disadvantages of creating global partnerships.  

From this discussion, have students complete a Pro/Con table for their notes.  

• What are some solutions to making things fair (e.g. fair trade, no sweatshops, etc.)?

6. �Note for Educators: Some students may think the current situation is fine since it seems to work in the favour of developed 

countries like the United States and Canada. Encourage these students to think about a child in a place like China, who has to 

work in a small factory making fireworks to pay for school fees because his or her family only makes an annual income of $90 

US. Or reread one of the stories to encourage students to empathize.
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Appendix: Important Days In the Year

Appendix A: Important Days In the Year

	 January	 16: Martin Luther King Jr Day

	F ebruary	 20: United Nations Social Justice Day

	 March	 21: International Day for the Elimination of Racism
		  22: World Water Day 
		  24: World Tuberculosis Day

	A pril	 7: World Health Day 
		  22: Earth Day 
		  25: World Malaria Day

	 May 	 8: International Women’s Day 
		  8: World Fair Trade Day

	 June	 5: World Environment Day 
		  8: World Ocean’s Day 
		  12: World Day Against Child Labour 
		  20: World Refugee Day 
		  21: National Aboriginal Day

	 July	 7: International Day of Cooperatives

	A ugust	 9: International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples
		  12: International Youth Day

	S eptember	 21: International Day of Peace

	O ctober	 1: Child Health Day 
		  5: World Teacher’s Day 
		  16: World Food Day 
		  17: International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
		  24: United Nations Day

	N ovember	 20: Universal Children’s Day
		  25: International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

	 December	 1: World AIDS Day 
		  3: International Day for Climate Change 
		  4: International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social Development 
		  6: Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women 
		  10: Human Rights Day
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Appendix: Interactive Games

Appendix B: Interactive Games
These online games are a great way to get students to learn about different social justice issues. Most of these games are geared 

towards older groups of students (grade 6+) and cover various issues—from poverty, to environmental sustainability, to human 

rights and international development. Games can also be combined with many of the lessons in this activity book.

mdg 1 Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger
	F ree Poverty : www.freepoverty.com

	 Help Pook Help the World: (grade 1 to 4) : www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/pook/index.asp

	Ag ainst All Odds : www.playagainstallodds.com/

	 Food Force: The First Humanitarian Video Game : www.wfp.org/how-to-help/individuals/food-force

	 Spent : http://playspent.org/

mdg 4 Reduce Child Mortality
	 Sweatshop : www.playsweatshop.com/

mdg 7 Ensure Environmentally Sustainabililty
	 Stop the Disaster : www.stopdisastersgame.org/en/playgame.html

	 Virtual Green Forest : www.scholastic.com/growgreen/virtualforest/

	 McDonalds Parody : www.mcvideogame.com/game-eng.html

	 Citizen Science : www.filamentgames.com/projects/citizen-science

	 The Curfew : www.thecurfewgame.com/

	 Inside the Disaster: Experience the Haiti Earthquake : www.insidedisaster.com/experience/Main.html

	 Farm Blitz : http://financialentertainment.org/play/farmblitz.html

	 Garbage Dreams : www.pbs.org/independentlens/garbage-dreams/game.html

	 Wildfire : http://byimplication.com/#wildfire

	 The Riverbed : An Eco-Noir Mystery : www.riverbedgame.com/

	 Ayiti: The Cost of Life : http://ayiti.globalkids.org/game/

	 Darfur is Dying : www.darfurisdying.com/

	E nergyville : www.willyoujoinus.com/energyville/


