
Dick and Kathy are active members of the 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC). As 
chair of their church Outreach Committee, 
Kathy was instrumental in opening up a 
Thrift Shop in Warman that supports the 
work of MCC and fills a vital need in the 
community to this day. Dick and Kathy also 
volunteered with Ten Thousand Villages, 
traveling across the province promoting 
Fair Trade products. Together, Dick and 
Kathy embarked on a life changing journey 
to Bolivia, where they spent three years in 
voluntary service for MCC.

Dick and Kathy Braun
Global Citizen Awards 2020

Dick and Kathy Braun are a vital part 
of the economic and social fabric of 
their community. They are a dynamic, 
hard-working team who have spent 
their lives in service to people in need 
both locally and internationally.  

While they were busy raising a family 
of four children, Dick and Kathy operat-
ed a service station; and as a Red Seal 
Mechanic, Dick repaired machinery and 
heavy-duty equipment. Dick volun-
teered with the Osler fire department 
for 26 years and was responsible for 
bringing Senior Low Rental housing 
to Osler. In recognition of his contri-
butions, Dick was honoured by his 
community, becoming Osler Citizen 
of the Year.  Together Dick and Kathy 
organized a very successful community 
enhancement project called “Wheels 
to Meals” that brought members of 
their rural community together for a 
weekly meal.
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Talking with Dick and Kathy

What are some ways we can 
work for sustainable solutions 
to global challenges?
“One solution is education, start early 
by encouraging student exchanges 
between different cultures, first in 
our city and our country then work at 
sponsoring international exchanges. 
Our children all got a taste of living in 
a different culture and they all became 
better global citizens for it. We learned 
so much by living in Bolivia, experienc-
ing a different culture, a different lan-
guage, and a different climate. Another 
solution is the promotion and use of 
renewable energy such as wind gener-
ation and solar power. The technology 
is becoming easier and less expensive 
to source.”

What does Global Citizenship 
mean to you?
“Work every day at making the world 
a better place to live by doing the little 
things. Use less of the world’s resources 
by reusing and recycling. Treat all peo-
ples with respect, regardless of their 
race or religion. Don’t take anything for 
granted as your right. These are the mot-
tos we raised our children with.”

“When working with people who are 
less fortunate and you can see it has 
made a difference in their lives.” 
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Where do you find Inspiration?

“The greed in the world creates in-
equality of opportunity and disrespect 
for the environment.” 

What do you feel is one of the 
biggest challenges currently 
facing our global community?  


