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Born in 1948, Ray originated from Laird, 
Saskatchewan, and grew up on the fam-
ily farm. Ray received his BA in Sociolo-
gy as well as an MA in Adult Education. 
Ray did economic development con-
sulting within his own company, Spruce 
River Research, and served as the MP 
for Prince Albert - Churchill River from 
1988 to 1993, acting as the NDP Critic for 
Co-operative and Community Develop-
ment. Ray has also served on the Boards 
of credit unions and Mennonite Central 
Committee Saskatchewan (MCCS). Ray is 
the host of the annual Spruce River Folk 
Fest in support of the Young Chipewyan 
First Nation land claim and enjoys spend-
ing time with his three children and five 
grandchildren who keep him very busy.

Ray Funk has spent a lifetime 
engaged in work focused on 
peace-building both internationally 
and within Canada through adult 
education, public engagement, com-
munity economic development, ca-
pacity building, and research. Ray’s 
work in international development 
and global cooperation has included 
peace and justice advocacy, working 
with youth, supporting migrants and 
refugees, inner-city housing, envi-
ronmental issues, land claims, and 
decolonization. 

Ray has worked extensively with 
indigenous communities, with a 
focus on fostering the conditions of 
equality and First Nations and Métis 
empowerment, to ensure indigenous 
communities become full partners in 
building the political and economic 
future of Saskatchewan.
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Talking with Ray

Where do you find Inspiration?

“During the 50 years in which I have been aware of the activities of Mennonite Central 
Committee I have seen a profound shift in approach from sending out personnel to 
do the work of international and community development to collaborating with local 
partner organizations to do the work. I am aware that this shift in MCC’s approach has 
been mirrored in that of many other NGOs and the more enlightened efforts of gov-
ernment agencies. It comes as no surprise that the enduring benefits of these cooper-
ative efforts far exceed those of top down approaches, given that the quality of local 
intelligence and follow up reinforcement are key determinants of success. In addition 
to yielding greater benefits, working in partnership incorporates an ethic of equality 
which seems ethically like the right way to do things.”

What does Global Citizenship 
mean to you?
“At its core I believe that Global Citizen-
ship means living one’s life informed by an 
active awareness which is holistic and uni-
versal. I can’t see where it would be possi-
ble to arrive at such an awareness without 
a fundamental belief in the equality of all 
people and a sense of the sacredness of 
all creation. While staying solidly rooted 
in one’s family, community, and nation a 
Global Citizen seeks to transcend those 
boundaries in both thought and action. To 
me Global Citizenship also means striving 
to remain sufficiently motivated by this 
awareness to stay proactively engaged in 
activities which identify and mobilize solu-
tions, build solidarity, and give witness to 
these fundamental beliefs.”

What do you see as one of the most encouraging or innovative 
trends that is creating positive change in our world right now? 

“I was fortunate to grow up and receive my 
education in family, community, educa-
tional, and political contexts where global 
issues were actively discussed and acted 
upon. Those belief systems and behaviour 
patterns have stuck with me so that the 
examples of my many teachers and men-
tors, and the learned habits of mind and 
action all continue to inspire and motivate. 
With advancing age comes an inter-gener-
ational perspective and an urgency to help 
influence the course of events which will 
frame the future for grandchildren and fu-
ture generations. For me it is also essential 
to continue to stay a part of circles of like 
minded people so as to gain inspiration 
and enlightenment from my peers in the 
business of bending the arc of history in 
the direction of justice.”
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