
 

PRESS RELEASE  

 

For Immediate Release:  September 28, 2016 

News Release:   #16-42 

Media Contact:  Sherrie Johnson, 540-658-6629, johnsonsa@staffordschools.net  

 

SCPS ELEMENTARY CLASS SIZE REDUCTION INITIATIVE A 

SUCCESS 

(Stafford, Va.) – Exciting news for Stafford County Public Schools (SCPS) as the division 

reported preliminary results tied to the School Board’s focus to reduce elementary class size. 

The Board’s FY 17 budget priorities, the adoption of division-wide staffing standards, and the 

hiring of additional elementary staff contributed to the lower elementary class sizes at the start 

of the school year. SCPS added 37 new elementary teaching positions and 10 secondary 

teaching positions.  In one year’s time, the number of elementary classes falling outside of the 

newly adopted staffing guidelines decreased from 60 to four.  At the same time, SCPS received 

an additional 346 elementary students, 51 middle school and 147 high school students at the 

start of the school year.   

 

“The noticeable reduction in elementary class sizes is impressive work in one year’s time. The 

hard work of our staff to implement the Board’s primary goal of elementary class reduction 

speaks to what can be accomplished with additional resources, scheduling and hiring practices.  

Our school system’s success regarding its full accreditation and focus on the classroom makes 

our school system a primary economic asset for our community as demonstrated by the 

increasing number of students coming to Stafford County,” said Board Chair Holly Hazard. 

 

“I am ecstatic about the progress we have made in reducing class sizes. As a board, we made 

the strategic decision to set budget priorities to reduce class sizes and adopted a budget that 

met those priorities.  I look forward to continuing to set priorities and executing on those 

priorities to bring needed improvement to Stafford County classrooms,” said School Board 

Member Scott Hirons. 

 

The chart below shows the number of classes exceeding the staffing standards adopted by the 

School Board. All data is based on the September 20, 2016 student enrollment.  
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Elementary enrollment: 
9/22/2015 - 11,873 

9/20/2016 - 12,219 
 
 

Number of Elementary Classes Exceeding Adopted School Board Staffing Standards 

Elementary Class Size Caps 2015-2016 School Year 2016-2017 School Year 

Kindergarten: 24 7 1 

First Grade:  26 0 0 

Second Grade:  26 1 0 

Third Grade:  26 5 0 

Fourth Grade:  27 26 0 

Fifth Grade: 27 21 3 

 

In 2015-16, 60 elementary classes exceeded the staffing standards adopted by the board. 

There are presently four, and these are monitored closely.  

 

In the summer of 2016, educators focused on utilizing effective scheduling practices, including 
the institution of class size caps, at the secondary level. This along with additional teaching staff 
resulted in a lower number of sections with 32 students or more at the secondary level.  
 

Number of Secondary Sections with 32 Students or More 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Middle School 85 75 

High School 111 51 

 
For more information on Stafford County Public Schools, please visit www.staffordschools.net. 
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About SCPS: Stafford County Public Schools (SCPS) has an enrollment of more than 27,000 

students with 30 schools. The district is located south of Washington, DC and serves a diverse 

population with suburban and rural communities. Although the school district has experienced 

rapid growth, the county has maintained a commitment to educational excellence. Support from 

the board of supervisors and the community have enabled the school district to maintain, improve 

and expand school facilities, transportation offerings, and instructional programs. Commitment to 

an excellent student-teacher ratio has enhanced quality instruction and attention for students. 

Significant technology advances ensure that students have the opportunity to learn practical work 

skills in modern facilities. 
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