
Spokane School District 81, Position 4,  William (Bill) Baxley 

Evaluation: Green  (Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:     

1.      Should teaching be regulated by the Federal, State or Local government?  Why?    Depends on funding sources. If 

Federal money is involved, some oversight is not inappropriate. Same with State monies. Traditionally public education 
was the most local of all politics which I believe is the way it should be. Efforts to erode this concept should be vigorously 
opposed. I've always considered State full funding as a liberal power grab.  

2.      Should teaching resources and books be determined by the Federal, State or Local government?  Why?  If the 

State is funding these items they should have a say, but should not dictate which texts will be used. Rather, the State 
should make several choices available that localities can choose from and/or come forward with their own choices which 
can be argued out with the powers that be. 

3.      What are your thoughts on Charter Schools? Charter schools are a step in the right direction, but I believe they are 

hamstrung by regulations and conditions that neuter their effectiveness. I look forward to the day when parents/caregivers 
shop for schools, private for profit institutions are the norm and yellow page education options dwarf attorney listings. 

4.      Should the Pledge of Allegiance be limited in schools? Why? No, the Pledge is an important component of the glue I 

call cultural literacy that holds the nation together. 

5.      Should prayer be limited in school activities? Why? . I believe that the "State" should not proscribe a prayer, but that 

time be afforded at the beginning of the day for a moment of silence which allows students and teachers to acknowledge 
and thank whatever they choose to acknowledge and thank.  

6.      Should local communities be able to raise funds without limits for education? Why? Yes, it's their money and they 

should be able to spend it as they see fit. 

7.      Should schools be allowed to have Christmas themed productions as opposed to Winter Themed? Why? Yes, this 

country was founded and governed based on Judaic Christian values and it isn't going to hurt anyone to see an 
expression of this fact. Those offended by these expressions are under no obligation to attend and/or participate. 
Accommodations aimed at inclusiveness could be easily incorporated into any seasonal program. 

8.      When should prayer be limited in public? I can't think of any scenario where public prayer should be circumscribed. 

9.      What are your thoughts on nativity scenes, or the posting of the 10 commandments in the public domain?  I can't 

see the harm of these displays. Those who use such displays in other than benevolent ways must accept that these 
actions open the door for others to create and display concepts they may not be enamored with which they'll have no right 
to censor. 

10.   Should gender ID be discussed in K-6, 7-8 or grades 9-12? Why K-3, no, thereafter yes in age appropriate/op out 

possible ways. Gender ID affected students should not be made to feel isolated, odd, or excluded. Information about this 
topic could decrease the bullying, depression and other extreme actions such students experience and sometimes resort 
to. 

11.   Should school systems play a role in Gender identity?  Why? No, it's none of their business. 

12.   Should schools play a role in discussing Birth Control and/or Abstinence in school? Why? Yes. From a purely 

health/societal perspective students should be made aware of the risks (STDs, the economic consequences of teen 
pregnancy, etc.) associated with adult behaviors. They should be made aware of the fact that abstinence is the only 
scientifically known 100% effective amelioration of said consequences.  

13.   What should be the schools role in teaching Sex Education in the schools and should the local community 
approve? Why?  The role should be, to quote Joe Friday; "Just the facts mam." I also believe that students should 

be given information on places to get more information, as well as a crash course on their legal rights and other remedies 
at their disposal including safety/self defense strategies. 

 

14.   How should we teach Civics as it relates to Citizen Involvement in the governing of our communities? Students 

should be instilled with the seriousness of the responsibility each citizen is empowered with, the importance of 
utilizing critical thinking skills when selecting information platforms and a solid understanding of the founding, 



composition and structure of all levels of government. Students should be taught how to research and vet 
those seeking to lead them and others in positions of power. 

15.   Explain your understanding of following the Constitution by “Original Intent” and /or as a “Living Document”? 
"Original Intent" refers to what the Constitution actually says and means to say, "Living Document" refers to those (mostly 
on the Federal Bench) who tie themselves in knots using pretzel logic to accomplish/force what they want because using 
constitutionally proscribed means, for example, an article 5 convention of states to amend, is too hard. 

16.   Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State? Why? The parent/caregiver. Because it's their kid. The 

State should only step in when the parent/caregiver is found to be irresponsible, negligent or harmful, always erring on the 
side of the child's safety, with monetary compensation available to parents/caregivers whose lives are negatively impacted 
by scurrilous, unfounded, unproven charges.  

 

17.   Have you read the Washington State Constitution, and do you agree to support this document entirely? I have 

not, but I certainly will, I have a rough idea of what it says, and yes, I support it. Unless and until I find something in it that I 
believe needs changing in which case I would do what I could, within the strictures of the law, to bring the desired change 
fruition.  

 
18.   What are your thoughts on how Public Schools should interact with Home School Students? Home Schoolers 

should be supported to fullest extent public schools are able to legally provide. In my view this should include; 
participation in sports, music, art, STEM and other enriching activities as well as access to counselling, mental health and 
other resources including texts and other materials. Public schools should view themselves as partners with home school 

educators and students.    


