
Spokane Valley, Council Position #3,   Al (Albert) Merkel 

Evaluation: Green  (Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:     

1.      Should elected leadership involve local Charitable Non-Profits in issues relating to Social 
issues? (Homeless and Street individuals)  Social programs must be approved by the 
electorate and the emphasis should always be at minimum cost to tax payers and best measurable value. I 
am not sure what is meant by involved in the question. Having non profits participate in best value analysis 
using their experience (through advisory boards) and using city leadership to help coordinate between 
various public and private agencies (such as police, medical, non profits, etc.) would be initial involvement. 
Any direct funding from city sources should be awarded on a competitive basis, with measurable results 
focus.  

2.      To what level should elected leadership be concerned with individual property rights? To the 
US Constitution level. Property rights are the foundation of our democracy and should be protected as much 
as possible.  

3.      How can government strengthen the local economy?  

1. Lowering tax burdens to the minimal required amounts through efficient management.  
2. Manage public resources (public roads, lands, etc) such that resources flow freely (ie make sure that 
traffic increases are accounted for and roads are appropriately structured). 
3. City leadership through communication with the private industry.  
4. Protecting property and commerce through fair and effective law enforcement 

4.      Which is best, government controls or free markets, and why? Free Markets. Free Markets 
adapt to change readily and allow the best qualified solutions to succeed organically.  

5.      When should government be involved in Social engineering? Government should not be 
involved in social engineering.  

6.      How can government strengthen Families?  Government should not be involved in social 
engineering. 

7.      Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State?     Why? Parents then state. 
 Parents must be responsible to the highest level for their children. State should only be involved in cases 
of child endangerment or incapacity or death of parents.  

8.      Explain your understanding of following, regarding the US Constitution, should it be understood 
by “Original Intent” and /or as a “Living Document”?  The Constitution should be interpreted 
as original intent as much as possible. 

9.      Have you read the Washington State Constitution, and do you agree to support this document 
entirely?  Yes and yes.  
 


