
Central Valley School District, #3 Debra Long 

Evaluation: Yellow  (Sometimes Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:   

Here are the questions for which we are looking for answers:  (Responses to be limited to 

300 characters or 60 words) 

1.      Should teaching be regulated by the Federal, State or Local government?   Yes     Why?  I 

believe that the State of Washington and federal government should set standards.  While each 

school may have different electives the core classes that a child needs in order to be successful 

should be standard throughout our nation.   
 

2.      Should teaching resources and books be determined by the Federal, State or Local    

         government?    No              Why?  I do not believe I want the federal to tell me what to do and I 

do not believe the State has any clue on what needs taught.  Local communities have more of an 

idea what is needed in their community.  
 

3.      What are your thoughts on Charter Schools?  It is my belief that education should be for all 

students.  The public schools serve that purpose and welcome all.  If the charter schools follow 

those same rules then I have no problem with charter schools.  However, if they tell those who 

require more services that they would be better served by the public schools then I struggle with 

charter schools.   
 

4.      Should the Pledge of Allegiance be limited in schools?      No       Why?  The pledge of  

         allegiance was composed in August 1892 and it is a salute to our country and was written to  

         encourage patriotism.   
 

5.      Should prayer be limited in school activities?      Yes         Why?   Public schools should be  

         separate of all religions.   
 

6.      Should local communities be able to raise funds without limits for education?   No      Why?   

         Many communities are more prosperous than others.  When you do not have limits on levy’s  

         you put the haves against the have nots.  Public education is for “all” and should be the same  

         throughout our state .  
 

7.      Should schools be allowed to have Christmas themed productions as opposed to Winter 

Themed?    Yes   Why?  The Christmas theme is about giving and what a wonderful way to teach 

our children to give back to those who are less fortunate.  
 

8.      When should prayer be limited in public? When prayer is an authentic expression of one's 

faith, it should be allowed.  People of any and all faiths should not have to feel intimidated when 

they wish to pray in a public situation. Guarding our children from religious expression does not 

nurture understanding, it nurtures ignorance, and it deprives them of learning experiences that 

broaden their understanding. 
 

9.      What are your thoughts on nativity scenes, or the posting of the 10 commandments in the 

public domain?  The notion of religion being introduced in a public school setting is a 

controversial and socially divisive topic. While there are many citizens are ok with the nativity 



scenes or the 10 commandments being posted there are those who oppose.  As a school district 

we cannot muddy the waters.  Our mission and vision is to provide a quality education.    
  

10.   Should gender ID be discussed in K-6, 7-8 or grades 9-12?   No   Why?  To be honest I struggle 

with this.  We need to be more concerned about teaching our children to accept all.  We should 

be more concerned about their social and emotional issues versus gender identity.  
 

11.   Should school systems play a role in Gender identity?        No         Why?  Being a boy or a girl 

for most children is something that feels very natural.  Most children accep the gender that they 

were born with so why are we confusing them.   
 

12.   Should schools play a role in discussing Birth Control and/or Abstinence in 

school?    No     Why?  Birth control and abstinence should be taught by their parents.  

Unfortunately that does not always happen and the state has mandated that the schools provide a 

curriculum that covers this.  This puts us in a precarious position as we must teach both sides.   
 

13.   What should be the schools role in teaching Sex Education in the schools and should the local 

community approve?     Yes        Why?  If the parents cannot talk to their children about sex 

education and they want the school to teach then the class should be an elective 
 

14.   How should we teach Civics as it relates to Citizen Involvement in the governing of our 

communities?  The government protects our rights for anyone who lives in the United States.  As 

citizens we have the right to vote and be elected to a public office.  We should teach our children 

how important it is to become involved in your community. 
 

15.   Explain your understanding of following the Constitution by “Original Intent” and /or as a 

“Living Document”?  When our forefathers created the constitution of the United Sates it was 

referred to as “living document” because it was designed to be adapted for future generation.  

Original intent is the idea that we should always interpret the Constitution the way our 

forefathers intended it to be interpreted.   
 

16.   Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State?     The parents  Why? As a parent I 

have the responsibility to raise my child and to ensure they are successful.  I should be able to 

teach good character traits and values.  I don’t think I am any different from any other parent.  

We want what is best for our children and that can’t happen if the state gets in the middle.   
 

17.   Have you read the Washington State Constitution, and do you agree to support this document  

        entirely?  Yes 
 

18.   What are your thoughts on how Public Schools should interact with Home School Students?  

Public schools should open there doors to home school students.  They are no different than 

anyone who attends a public school.  At Central valley our home school students participate in 

choir, band, athletics and many more activities.   
 


